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Worship at HCC 
April 2009

April 5, 2009 • 10:30 a.m.
Palm Sunday
Holy Communion

April 9, 2009 • 7:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday
Service of the Tenebrae

April 10, 2009 • 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Good Friday
Labyrinth Walk, Fellowship Hall

April 12, 2009
Easter
8:00 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service, 
back parking lot
10:30 a.m. Festive Worship

April 19, 2009 • 10:30 a.m.
Second Sunday of Easter
Earth Day Sunday
“In the Garden”
Acts 4:32-35
John 20:19-31

April 26, 2009 • 10:30 a.m.
Third Sunday of Easter
Organ Dedication

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Grays Harbor 100% 
recycled paper. A full-color electronic 
version is available via e-mail. Send 
a request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to the e-mail list. 
Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.

Experience Holy Week and Easter at HCCUCC
During Holy Week, we commemorate 

the most sacred season of the year.
The week begins on April 5 with Palm 

Sunday and a parade of palms. Since 
it is Communion Sunday, we will also 
incorporate elements of the traditional 
Jewish celebration of Passover into our 
service of worship. The children will 
have a special Sunday School Holy Week 
experience following the children’s story.

The Maundy Thursday service on 
April 9 at 7:00 p.m. is a deeply moving 
worship service of readings and music that 
leads participants through the last days 
of Christ. The darkening of the Sanctuary 
during the service provides a dramatic 
reminder of the extinguishing of the Light 
of the world. Child care will be provided 
during this service.

On Good Friday, a day of contemplation, 
the Sanctuary will be open from 10:00-4:00 
for those who desire a place of individual 
prayer. From 4:00-7:00 p.m., a labyrinth will 
be set up in Fellowship Hall for those who 
would like to practice this ancient method 
of walking prayer. People of all ages can 
benefit from and enjoy this prayer practice.

On Easter morning we celebrate the 

return of the Light. We begin the day at 
8:00 a.m. with an Easter Sunrise Service in 
the back parking lot, followed at 8:30 by our 
traditional Pancake Breakfast in Fellowship 
Hall. The crew will start cleaning up just 
after 9:30, so make sure to get to the church 
early enough to get in on the pancakes. At 
10:00, there will be an Easter Egg Hunt (in 
the nursery or play-yard, depending on 
the weather) for the elementary children, 
and then we’ll all head upstairs for a Festive 
Hour of Worship and Song at 10:30. There 
will be no Sunday school this day, but the 
nursery will be open for those families who 
would like it.

Please join us for any or all of these 
exceptional experiences.

Spring Opportunities Abound
A few of us have been in conversation 

about starting a memoir-writing group 
here at Hillsdale. If you would be interested 
in gathering with others, young and old, 
to put to paper memories and stories from 
your life, talk to Pastor Jennifer or Maria 
Dunlop. We will probably begin in May and 
meet through the summer. 

Interested in working for change on a 
local level, while utilizing your talents and 
getting to know your neighbors? In this 
fragile economy, Time Bank (the concept 
of trading services with one another in a 
neighborhood) is more needed than ever. 
We are discerning if Time Bank is right for

see spring, page 5
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one of us, 
must have 
felt those 
things too, 
so long ago.

And this 
season, the 
40 days of 
Lent that 
culminate in the celebration 
of Easter, also remind us that 
the darkness does not have 
the last word. At last. (You 
knew there was an “at last” 
coming, right?) At last, the 
sun will shine. At last the 
stone will be rolled from the 
tomb. At last, our God comes 
to us bearing good news.

Christ is risen. Christ is 
risen INDEED. Alleluia!

very much my own family 
has benefited from modern 
innovations.

And yet. (You knew 
there was an “and yet” 
coming, right?) And yet, 
no matter how much more 
comfortable, more well-
fed, more technologically 
connected we might be than 
those in the past, sometimes 
we truly suffer. Most of us 
have experienced at some 
time valleys of grief, anger, 
depression, loneliness, 
uncertainty, or just plain 
crankiness.

The season of Lent is a time 
to lean into those feelings, to 
remind ourselves that those 
“shadow” feelings are also 
seen and blessed by God. It’s 
a time to turn to Jesus who, as 

I’m going to the dentist 
again. After neglecting 

my teeth for awhile in past 
years, I’m going in for my 
third filling this month. 
Although I’m grumbling a 
little, in truth, I am more 
grateful than not. I’m trying 
to remember who it was who 
said that modern dentistry 
is the single best reason 
to live in the 21st century, 
because modern medicine 
and technology do provide 
us with many comforts that 
our grandparents and great-
grandparents could not have 
even imagined.

Those of you who have 
seen my husband Jeff in the 
new wheelchair that provides 
him so much more flexibility 
than he had before, know how 

Conversation with Pastor Jennifer

Church Work 
Day Planned
Please join us for a day of 

spring cleaning at HCC 
on Saturday, April 4. We will 
start at 9:00 a.m., and lunch 
will be provided. 

We have both indoor and 
outdoor jobs planned. If you 
plan to help outdoors, please 
bring your own tools. One 
of the jobs will be to finish 
removing the downed tree, 
so a pickup or two would be 
helpful. If you have questions, 
please call Patty Todd.

Get Exercise, 
Make Friends, 
Raise Money

by samira Godil
[Godil is Executive Director of 
SW Community Health Clinic, 
one of the organizations we 
here at HCCUCC support]

I invite you to join us on 
April 19 to participate 

in SW Walks for Health, a 
walkathon to benefit the SW 
Community Health Center. 

We are walking together 
for three purposes: to improve 
the health of people in our 
communities by stressing the 
value of physical exercise; to 
build community through 
engaging in an enjoyable 
outdoor activity; and to raise 
funds to support the day-
to-day operations of the SW 
Community Health Center.

The fundraising walk will 
be held on Sunday, April 19, 
at 2:00 p.m. We will meet in 
front of the Health Center’s 
new location at 7745 SW 
Capitol Highway, Portland.

Registration packets are 
available in the Narthex. If 
I can answer any questions, 
please call me at the Health 
Center (503-977-0733). 

Thank you for your 
continued support of the SW 
Community Health Center 
and for promoting a healthier 
lifestyle for the people in our 
community!

HCC Budget Report—February 28, 2009
Budget

February
Actual

February
Budget

Year-to-Date
Actual

Year-to-Date
Income $15,256.67 $14,820.84 $30,513.33 $27,478.34
Expenses $16,960.14 $14,655.72 $31,778.79 $28,415.30
Surplus (Deficit) $(1,703.47) $165.12 $(1,265.46) $(936.96)

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

In Our Prayers
Please remember in 

your prayers Todd 
Duncan, son of Barbara 
Kunz, who is serving with 
the United States Military in 
Afghanistan.

Interesting Experiences Follow 
In-care Student by tracy Barnowe

I hope this finds you well and 
in good spirits. I am feeling 

very grateful today. I cannot 
express how much I enjoyed 
being with you this past 
Sunday. It was such a delight 
to be able to see so many 
friends and soak up tons of 
hugs and encouragement. 
It was also a joy to meet so 
many new people and I can’t 
wait to get to know them 
better. While I was giving 
my sermon, the love in the 

room was palpable and I 
will treasure that memory. 
Nothing so far has come 
close to preaching in my 
home church. I thank you 
all so much for your prayers 
and support as I continue in 
seminary and on my path 
to ministry.

This term I am taking a 
lighter course load than last, 
because I knew it would be a 
busy term. I am taking two

see experiences, p. 6
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The newly renovated pipe 
organ at HCC will be 

dedicated in the morning 
worship service on Sunday, 
April 26, at 10:30. The service 
will include special music 
from the Chancel Choir and 
an organ demonstration and 
story for the children.

On Sunday afternoon 
at 4:00, Director of Music 
and Organist Tim Ditch 
will present the dedication 
concert. The concert will 
include music by J.S. Bach, 
Seth Bingham, Erich 
Wolfgang Korngold, and the 
Pacific Northwest premier of 
two pieces written especially 

Organ to Be Dedicated in 4/26 
Worship Service and Concert

Director of Music and Organist Tim Ditch at 
the church’s new organ console

Sunday, April 26 
4:00 p.m.

Hillsdale Community Church UCC
6948 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland

Tim Ditch, Organist
HCC Chancel Choir

The music of Erich Wolfgang Korngold, 
J.S. Bach, Seth Bingham, 

David Hegarty, and others

The concert is free. Donations accepted. 
A reception follows. All are welcome.

Organ
Concert

You’re Invited 
to Spring 
Assembly!
The members and staff 

of First Congregational 
Church UCC in Eugene 
invite you to the spring 
assembly of the Conference 
on May 1-2. The theme for 
this year’s assembly is Holy 
Habits: Spiritual Practices for 
Transformation. Susan Blain, 
Minister for Worship, Liturgy, 
and Spiritual formation 
for the national UCC will 
be the keynote speaker, 
and there will be a wide 
variety of workshops and 
business sessions focusing on 
intergenerational, personal, 
financial, and spiritual topics. 
If you are interested in being 
a visitor or a delegate to 
the Assembly, please speak 
with Sue Floyd, Consistory 
president.

for Tim by San Francisco 
composer David Hegarty.

The concert, originally 
planned for February, was 
rescheduled when Tim 
suffered a dislocated finger.

A reception in Fellowship 
Hall follows the free concert.

SW Hope 
Gathers Food, 
Money, Barrels 
of Apples
Neighborhood House 

Executive Director Rick 
Nitti shares this Southwest 
Hope Update:

As of mid-March, SW 
HOPE total is 7,998 pounds of 
food collected plus $5,701.74 
in monetary gifts. That comes 
to the equivalent of 36,507 
pounds to date! We have a 
ways 
to go 
before 
we 
cross 
the finish 
line. Let’s keep up the good 
work! This week we received 
640 pounds of apples fresh 
from the farm. Thank you to 
all for your hard work.
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April 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:00a Loaves and Fishes

2
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

3 4
9:00a All Church Clean-up 
Day

5
Palm Sunday
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service and Children’s 
Sunday School, SANC

11:45a Baby Celebration, FH

2:00p Edgewood Downs

6
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

6:30p Pastoral Relations 
Committee, Pigg Home

7
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

8
8:30a Yoga, FH

7:00p Women’s Group, 
Van Loos’ Home 

9
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Maundy Thursday 
Worship Service, SANC

10
10:00a-4:00p Prayer, SANC

4:00-7:00p Good Friday 
Labyrinth, FH

11

12
Easter
8:00a Sunrise Service, RLOT

8:30a Pancake Breakfast, FH

9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:00a Easter Egg Hunt, PLAY

10:30a Worship Service, SANC

13
Glisan Street Meal
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

14
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

15
Tidings Deadline
8:30a Yoga, FH

16
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

17 18

19
Second Sunday of Easter
Celebration Sunday
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

20
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

21
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:30p Executive Committee 
Meeting, LIB

7:00p Consistory Meeting, LIB

7:00p Foundation 
Meeting, WORK

22
7:00p Women’s Group, 
Van Loos’ Home 

23
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

24 25

26
Third Sunday of Easter
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Organ Dedication 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

4:00p Organ Dedication 
Concert, SANC

27
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

28
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

8:30a Share Christ’s Word 
Team Meeting, LIB

29
8:30a Yoga, FH

30
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

May 1
Central Pacific Conference 
Spring Gathering, First 
Congregational Church UCC, Eugene

May 2
Central Pacific Conference 
Spring Gathering, First 
Congregational Church UCC, Eugene

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library  
LOT=Front Parking Lot PLAY=Children’s Play Yard RLOT=Rear Parking Lot SANC=Sanctuary WORK=Office Workroom

Help Us…Flock the Ark!
When: Sunday, April 19, following the morning 

church service
Where:   In the Narthex and also in Fellowship Hall
What: Buy a chick for $1 to support Heifer Project

Sponsored by the young people of HCC
Our goal is to raise $500! We have already raised 
about $350.

Communicate
from page 5

our natural state of compassion and 
the desire to contribute to the well 
being of others. 

The cost for the series is 
$280. For more information 
and to register contact Kathy at 
503-768-9008 or klmarchant@
comcast.net.
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Volunteer Fair 
Planned 
Plans are in place for the 

Southwest Community 
Connection’s 2009 Volunteer 
Fair and Community Forum 
at Wilson High School. The 
event will be in the WHS cafe-
teria from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, April 13.

The fair will bring the 
community together in this 
time of need, and give to the 
many out there who want to 
help an opportunity to find 
those in need. This will be a 
community forum, including 
speakers and musicians as 
well as organizations. For 
more information, visit www.
swcommconnection.com.

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

Worship God Joyfully • Share Christ’s Word • Embrace All • Make a Difference

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219 • 503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org
Office – office@hillsdaleucc.org • Pastor – pastor@hillsdaleucc.org • Music Director – tim@hillsdaleucc.org

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church 
of Christ, declare ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation.
We cherish and embrace individuals and families of all kinds. Believing 
that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and meant to be 
shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all 
persons, embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital 
status, mental and physical ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-
economic background.
We welcome all to share in the life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, 
worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings of participation in our 
congregation.
We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that works toward 
openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of 
life for all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and 
practice a unity of faith that transcends our differences.

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell Director of Music/Office Administrator  Tim Ditch

Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld  Custodian  Terry Cornell

Foundation Update by Becky Meier

The exciting development 
with the Foundation 

is a new application form 
that committees, pastor, or 
Consistory can use to request 
funds for a specific project 
that is outside of the assigned 
budget. The proposal could be 
used to support and maintain 
worship, educational 
activities, community service, 
and the wider mission 
and outreach of Hillsdale 
Community Church. 

Grants will be subject to the 
availability of funds.

This year, the Foundation’s 
budget is $13,000 with 
approximately $5,900 used 
to pay the Texas Street 
loan, and additional funds 
used for matching in-care 
student donations from the 
congregation.

If you are on a committee, 
think of ways your group can 
spread the word of God and 
encourage spiritual growth.

You are welcome to Adult 
Sunday School every 

Sunday morning from 9:15-
10:15. The current course, The 
History of Christian Theology, 
surveys major developments 
in the history of Christian 
theology, which is the 
tradition of critical reasoning 
about how to teach the faith 

of Christ. The class covers 
the whole scope of Christian 
tradition from ancient times 
through the modern era. 
The format of the class is a 
half-hour lecture followed 
by a half-hour discussion. 
You may attend every week 
or drop in from time to time. 
Child care is provided.

New Adult Class Offered

Spring from page 1

us here at Hillsdale. The next 
step will be a book study of 
No More Throw-Away People 
by Edgar Cahn, to begin in 
May. Copies are available in 
the Library if you want to read 
ahead.

Use Your Talents in Service
by Barbara raz

Young people 
come in all 

shapes and sizes!
So do folks 

willing to spend 
time teaching kids during the 
church hour once a month.

Are you one of those 
people who would be willing 
to teach a Sunday School class 
for our young people? The 
class meets during the church 
hour after the children’s story 
time. The curriculum follows 
along with the worship theme 
and gives you ideas of how 

to present the 
lesson, as well 
as appropriate 
crafts. It 
would mean a 

commitment of one Sunday a 
month.

We are wanting to start a 
class for 2- to 4-year-olds as 
well as making sure that the 
current class of 5- to 12-year-
olds is well-staffed.

If you are interested, please 
speak to Pastor Jennifer or 
Barbara Raz (braz@teleport.
com or 503-244-7153).

Learn to 
Be a Better 
Communicator
Jean Doane, a friend of 

our congregation, highly 
recommends this 12-week 
workshop, Compassionate 
Communication, that 
takes place right in our 
neighborhood.

Based on the work of 
Dr. Marshall Rosenberg, 
and led by Kathy Marchant, 
the series meets Thursday 
evenings from 7:00 until 9:00 
beginning April 9 at 1509 SW 
Sunset Blvd, Suite 2A.

The series explores how 
to translate judgments 
and evaluations of self and 
others into a compassionate 
language of feelings and 
needs; letting go of our 
old patterns of defending, 
withdrawing, or attacking 
in the face of criticism; 
deepening genuine 
connections with self and 
others; and how to discover

see Communicate, p. 4
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courses: Dreaming in World’s 
Religions and Sufi Storytelling 
and the Art of the Sermon. 
Both are fascinating. In 
my Dreaming class, we 
are studying the history 
of prophetic dreams and 
interpretation in the bulk of 
the world’s religions. Little did 
I realize that almost all of the 
world’s main religions started 
with a prophetic dream. It is 
fascinating to study. My Sufi 
Storytelling class is taught 
by a Sufi sheik who can spin 
tales like nobody’s business. 
It is an interesting cultural 
learning experience, as well 
as a powerful example of 
sermonizing.

I am still working at the 
Methodist church for my 
Field Education assignment, 
preaching once a month. I 
am spending more time there 
as I seek more experience 
in different areas. I go once 
a month with a group of 
volunteers to help at a soup 
kitchen. This has been a 
sobering experience, to see 
the economic disparity as well 

as the social justice issues. 
An overwhelming number 
of guests are people of color, 
and it breaks my heart to see 
families come in with small 
children. The pastor and I will 
be doing more pastoral care 
calls together this term, and I 
am excited to be leading the 
service on Palm Sunday. 

This term has begun in a 
similarly tumultuous way as 
the last, with the girls coming 
down with a persistent bug. 
After a frightening episode 
that drove us to an emergency 
doctor visit, it was discovered 
that Faye and Rosemary 
and I have an overgrowth of 
Candida yeast in the gut. Faye 
had been having hours-long 
episodes where she would 
scream and complain of pain 
in her legs and head. I praise 
God that we have found a 
doctor who specializes in this 
condition, and who amazingly 
enough is right across the 
street from my mom’s house! 
She was the first door I came 
to when I ran for help and 
she was exactly the person I 

Experiences from page 2

needed. It has been almost 
a month since that day, and 
we are on a strict diet of 
no starches or sugars, and 
heavy doses of probiotics. 
It has been a bit difficult to 
adjust to our new regimen 
and menu, but neither Faye 
nor Rosemary has had 
any more episodes in over 
three weeks, when they 
were formerly happening at 
least twice weekly. The girls 
are thriving and I am very 
grateful for their recovery.

I realized at the 
beginning of this term 
that living in an apartment 
on campus was no longer 
sustainable, so we moved 
in with my mom. It has 
been a wonderful 
experience and we 
are really enjoying 
being here. My 
Ukrainian friends 
and neighbors with 
the three year-old 
son also moved to 
the East coast at 
the beginning of 
the term. We miss 

them, but they are doing well 
and keep sending pictures of 
snowmen.

I have not yet found a 
position for this summer, 
though I am looking, and I 
intend to put my name on a 
circulating list of substitute 
preachers. I would like to gain 
more experience and would 
love to get to know more 
of the churches in the Bay 
Area. Please keep me in your 
prayers as I discern what to 
do with my summer term.

Thank you again, all of you, 
for all of your prayers and 
support.

Sincerely,
Tracy Barnowe

Dear Friends and Members of 

Hillsdale Church,

In our time of bereavement, your 

prayers, love, and car
ds are deeply 

appreciated and are comforting 

our hearts.

Family of Leroy Raz 

Dorothy and Phillip

Celebrate the New Babies!
Please join us on Sunday, 

April 5, for a celebration 
in honor of our three 
new little ones. The 
gathering will take 
place in Fellowship 
Hall following 
the service, and will 
include food and good 
fellowship.

In the spirit of good 
stewardship of the 
environment—and in these 
challenging economic 
times—please consider giving 

gently used or 
handmade 

baby 
items, a 
homemade 
meal 

delivered to 
the family, 

or an hour 
of yard work/

handiwork this spring.
Gifts are not required—

your love as a church 
community is a gift too! 
Please join us.


