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Worship at HCC 
April 2010

April 1 • Maundy Thursday
7:00 p.m. Service of the Tenebrae

April 2 • Good Friday
1:00-7:00 p.m. Labyrinth Walk, 
Fellowship Hall

April 4 • Easter
8:00 a.m. • Easter Just-After-
Sunrise Service, back parking lot
8:30 a.m. • Easter Breakfast, 
Fellowship Hall
10:00 a.m. • Egg Hunt, Play Yard
10:30 a.m. • Festive Worship 
Service, Sanctuary

April 11 • 10:30 a.m.
Second Sunday of Easter
God’s ABCs
Psalm 150; Revelation 1:4-8

April 18 • 10:30 a.m.
Third Sunday of Easter
Integrity of Creation Sunday
John 21:1-19; Revelation 5:11-14
11:30 a.m. • Blessing of the Animals

April 25 • 10:30 a.m.
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Mission Message from Samira 
Godil, SW Community Health Center

Holy Week Culminates with Easter Celebration

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Grays Harbor 100% 
recycled paper. A full-color electronic 
version is available via e-mail. Send 
a request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to the e-mail list. 
Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.

During Holy Week, we commemorate 
the most sacred season of the year.

The week begins on March 28 with Palm 
Sunday and a parade of palms. 

The Maundy Thursday service on 
April 1 at 7:00 p.m. is a deeply moving 
worship service of readings and music that 
leads participants through the last days 
of Christ. The darkening of the Sanctuary 
during the service provides a dramatic 
reminder of the extinguishing of the Light 
of the world. Child care will be provided 
during this service.

On Good Friday, a day of contemplation, 
Lake Oswego United Church of Christ will 
host a labyrinth walk from 1:00-7:00 p.m. in 
our Fellowship Hall. People of all ages can 
benefit from and enjoy this prayer practice. 

On Easter morning we celebrate the 
return of the Light. We begin the day at 
8:00 a.m. with a Just-After-Sunrise Service in 
the back parking lot, followed at 8:30 by our 

traditional 
Easter 
Breakfast in 
Fellowship 
Hall. The 
crew will start 
cleaning up 
just after 9:30, 
so make sure 
to get to the 
church early 
enough to 
get in on the 
pancakes. At 
10:00, there 
will be an 
Easter Egg Hunt for the children, and then 
we’ll all head upstairs for a Festive Worship 
Celebration at 10:30. There will be no 
Sunday School this day, but the nursery will 
be open and staffed for those who would 
like to use it.

Glisan Street Meal Brings Joy to Many
especially as one sees the thankfulness in 
the faces of those who receive the meal. 
A group of six or seven work together—
including one of our young people, Aspen 
Sheehan—to transport and serve the meal 
at the shelter.  

There is joy as you give some of your 
material resources to the church. The 
money you give helps to support this 
ministry.

If you would like to experience the joy 
for yourself, contact Barbara Raz (braz@
teleport.com) or Elizabeth Karkosky 
(e-karkosky@hotmail.com) to learn how 
you can help.

Did you know that there is a lot of JOY 
that goes into the making and serving 

of a Glisan Street meal? 
There is joy in the hunt for a food 

bargain! Julie Bishop is great at finding meat 
for the meals at an affordable price.

There is joy in preparing a nutritious 
meal! This year, there are 13 people who 
have volunteered to help with the cooking. 
Four people work in any one month to 
prepare the meal for 100 men. It is fun to 
work—even when tears are shed while 
peeling onions—and to share stories 
together. 

There is joy in serving the meal, 
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every meal, not just with 
dinner. Notice how it feels 
to pray in public if you are 
in your lunch room or at a 
restaurant. Notice how it feels 
to ask for thanks for a small 
meal or snack, instead of a 
main meal. Meal graces can 
vary depending on who is 
gathered at your table, and 
the mood of your meal. You 
can pray in silence, with a 
few words or, with a lively 
song. However you pray, a 
meal grace is a time to express 
gratitude that all gifts come 
from God. A spoken prayer 
before a meal can be a few 
simple words like, “Thanks 
for this meal, God!” a short 
prayer you already know 
by heart, or a new prayer. 
To get you started, here’s a 
new meal grace from the 
book Celebrating at Home by 
Deborah Payden and Laura 
Loving: 

Creator of the universe, we 
thank you for this food from 
the earth. Lover of justice, we 
pray for all who hunger for 

As we head into spring and 
summer, if you are like 

me, your attention is pulled in 
as many different directions 
as there are blooming things. 
The times when I am most 
easily distracted are the 
times I need more than ever 
to remind myself to pray. 
What is prayer, anyway? 
It’s nothing mysterious or 
complicated. Prayer is simply 
connecting with God. There 
are many ways to make 
this connection—through 
speaking, listening, stillness, 
and action.  

How much do you pray? 
The Phoenix Affirmations, 
a guide to Christian living 
for progressives, suggests a 
half hour of prayer per day. 
If you don’t have a half hour 
to spare, prayer doesn’t have 
to involve a break from your 
regular routine; connection 
with God can happen at any 
time.

One common and easy 
prayer to add to your day 
is a meal grace. Try it with 

Letter from Pastor Jennifer

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

food and for justice. Deep 
well of life, refresh us at this 
table. 

In the next couple of 
months, watch this space 
for tips about incorporating 
prayer into your life, by 
adding prayer time to those 
activities you are already 
doing anyway. Try adding a 
new one every month when 
the Tidings comes out, or stick 
to one that works for a while.

How do you pray? Let me 
know how it’s going!  

In the Light,

Pastor Jennifer

Visitation Team 
Invites You!
We have about twenty 

members who are 
homebound or for other 
reasons are in need of regular 
visits. If you are interested 
in visiting these homebound 
folks, and perhaps bringing 
communion to them, please 
contact Brenda Koenig or 
Pastor Jennifer.

Grant Awaits 
Approval
Last fall, we voted as a 

congregation to partner 
with Hillsdale Terrace in the 
creation of a garden, pending 
their receiving a Hope 6 Grant 
from the federal government 
that would provide funding 
for infrastructure and 
staffing. Staff at the Housing 
of Authority of Portland 
assure us that they will let us 
know as soon as they hear 
whether they have received 
the grant. Stay tuned for 
more information!

Let the Little Children Come
The children and teachers 

have both been enjoying 
a new curriculum in their 
Sunday School classes this 
year. Parents, make sure to 
check out the workbook your 
children bring home every 
quarter to get an idea what 
the Sunday School has been 
up to. The curriculum we are 
using emphasizes learning 
Bible stories that children 
can carry with them for their 
whole lives, so sometimes the 
scripture is the same as the 
one we hear in worship, and 
sometimes it is different. The 

Sunday School themes for this 
month are:

April 4 • Jesus is risen! 
(John 20)

April 11 • Jesus appears to 
the disciples (John 21)

April 18 • God’s presence 
on earth (John 14:15-31)

April 25 • Jesus is the true 
vine (John 15:1-11)

Please see Share Christ’s 
Word chair Rebecca Holt if 
you would like to teach or 
substitute in a Sunday School 
class. We are always adding 
to our excellent group of 
volunteer teachers! 

Youth Visit HCC
From April 3 through 9 our 

church will ring with the 
voices of 23 youth and their 
4 leaders from Community 
Church of Sebastopol, UCC. 
They will be spending their 
nights in our building and 
their days working on a 
variety of service projects 
around the Portland area. 
Please say hello to them and 
to Pastor Kristin DelMonte 
if you happen to see them 
around the church. 

Celebrate Rev. 
Mark Roberts!
Our own Mark Roberts, 

who grew up in this 
church, graduated from Eden 
Seminary and is now working 
as associate pastor at St. Lucas 
UCC in St. Louis, Missouri.

Mark will be ordained in 
our sanctuary on the after-
noon of May 23. Preaching 
at the ordination service will 
be Mark’s mentor and friend 
from Eden Seminary, The 
Rev. Dr. Diane Windler.

This will be a great way 
to celebrate Mark and his 
ministry and the future of 
the church.
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Tai Chi: A Way to Health, Balance
body. Originally developed 
in ancient China for self-
defense, tai chi evolved into a 
graceful form of exercise that’s 
now used for stress reduction 
and to help with a variety of 
other health conditions.”

Robert Ewing has begun 
a Tai Chi class for members 
and friends of our church. 
It meets each Wednesday at 
1:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
See you there!

Looking for a way to 
improve balance, 

circulation, and overall 
health? Try Tai Chi, an 
exercise which combines 
gentle stretches and 
movement. The Mayo 
Clinic website says “Tai 
chi is sometimes described 
as ‘meditation in motion’ 
because it promotes serenity 
through gentle movements—
connecting the mind and 

Foundation Update by Becky Meier

God has blessed our 
church with two in-care 

seminary students. Tracy 
Barnowe is a senior and Mark 
Roberts has just received 
a call to St. Lucas United 
Church of Christ in St. Louis, 
Missouri.

Tracy is in need of financial 
support. The Foundation 
will match any donations, 
so Tracy will receive twice 
the amount that you give. 
Please use an In-Care Student 
offering envelope, available in 
the Narthex, or note In-Care 
Student on your check to 

ensure proper credit.
The Foundation has an 

application process through 
which a committee, the 
Consistory, or the pastor may 
request additional funds for a 
special need or a new project 
that will further God’s work 
in the world. The applications 
are in a folder in the 
Foundation’s mailbox or one 
may be requested through the 
church office.

The Foundation’s funds 
are audited annually. This 
year, Robin Williams and Jack 
Morby will conduct the audit.

CPC to Gather 
in Boise
The Spring Assembly 

of the Central Pacific 
Conference will be in Boise 
this year May 14-15. Please 
contact President Jon von 
Behren if you would like to 
attend.

Our members who serve 
on Conference committees 
are Jack Morby (Local Church 
Ministries), Patty Todd and 
Bonnie Griswold (Camp 
Adams Governors), Nayan 
Fleenor (Wider Church 
Ministries), and Pastor 
Jennifer (Administration). 
Please keep these folks, and 
the wider conference, in 
your prayers the weekend of 
May 14-15.

There is a growing hunger 
across the Christian 

community to find ways to 
listen to God and be faithful 
to God’s leadings. Christian 
leaders are catching a vision 
that group discernment is an 
integral congregational skill 
for the empowered work of 
the church. While the culture 
around us is becoming 
more divisive and strident, 
God is calling the church 
to be a witness, an example 
to show a better way. But 

where does a leader start? 
And how does the leader 
help the congregation gain 
these skills?

Quakers (Friends) 
have been utilizing group 
discernment as the basis 
of decision-making for 
over 350 years, and now 
you can learn how, too! 
The Leadership Institute 
for Group Discernment 
is a five day in-depth 
exploration and training 
in Group Discernment. It 

is co-sponsored by Good 
News Associates, The 
Congregational Project for 
Congregational Discernment 
at George Fox University, 
George Fox Evangelical 
Seminary, and Northwest 
Yearly Meeting of Friends.

The Institute takes place 
May 17-20 at George Fox 
University in Newberg. 
Register online at www.
goodnewsassoc.org or contact 
Pastor Jennifer for more 
information.

Great Leaders Make Good Decisions. Learn How!

Special Blessing 
Celebrates Pets
Invite your neighbors and 

friends to bring animal 
friends large and small, or a 
picture of a beloved animal 
friend, to the Blessing of the 
Animals on Sunday, April 
18 after church. This is a way 
to thank God for the pets in 
our lives, and to celebrate 
our special relationship with 
them. Well-behaved and 
trained pets are also invited 
to worship that day! This is 
a joyful day for all. Please 
join us!

Spring Blood 
Drive Planned
HCC’s spring Red Cross 

Blood Drive is fast 
approaching. It is scheduled 
for Wednesday, May 19, from 
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Please mark 
your calendars now so you 
can be ready when donor 
recruitment begins. If you are 
at least 17 years old, in good 
health, weigh at least 105 lbs., 
and have not donated since 
March 24, you are most likely 
able to donate. If you are so 
inclined, please “save” your 
donation so we can reach our 
goal of 21 units.

As usual, we will have 
registration in the Fellowship 
Hall, and the rest of the 
procedure will be in the Red 
Cross Mobile Unit. It feels 
really good to be able to give 
life to someone in need. Give 
it a try!

Ruth Rusnak with Mac
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (pastor@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld Custodian  Terry Cornell

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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April 2010 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Maundy Thursday 
Worship, SANC

2
4:00-7:00p Good Friday 
Labyrinth Walk, FH

3

4
8:00a Just-After Sunrise 
Service, LOTB

8:30a Easter Breakfast, FH

10:00a Easter Egg Hunt, PLAY

10:30a Worship Service, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

5
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

6
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

8
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, LIB

9 10

11
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:45a Embrace All Team, LIB

12
Glisan Street Meal
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

13
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

1:00p Martha Circle/Paula 
Fleming Celebration of 
Life, LIB

14
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

15
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

 7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

16 17

18
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:45a Blessing of the 
Animals, LOT

19
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

20
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Consistory, LIB

7:00p Foundation, WORK

21
Tidings Deadline
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

22
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, LIB

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

23 24

25
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

26
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

27
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

28
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

29
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

30 May 1

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot LOTB=Back Parking Lot SANC=Sanctuary WORK=Workroom


