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Worship at HCC 
April 2012

Sunday, April 1, 10:30 a.m.
Palm Sunday 
with Parade of Palms
Mark 11:1-11; Philippians 2:5-11
7 Vices/7 Virtues Week 7:
Two Parades (Pride/Humility)

Thursday, April 5, 7:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday 
Musical Service of Tenebrae

Friday, April 6
Good Friday
1:00-5:00 p.m. Labyrinth Walk
5:00 p.m. Prayer Service

Sunday, April 8
Easter
8:00 a.m. Outdoor Service
10:30 a.m.  Festive Worship Service, 

Sanctuary

Sunday, April 15, 10:30 a.m.
Jonah 1-2

Sunday, April 22, 10:30 a.m.
Blessing of the Pets
Children and Youth Lead in Worship
Jonah 3-4

Sunday, April 29, 10:30 a.m.
John 10:11-18; Psalm 23

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.

Make the Holy Week Journey
Holy Week is a time to 

remember and recall Christ’s 
suffering, death, and resurrection, 
as we recall the suffering of all 
innocents who suffer in injustice 
and the promise of hope and new 
life that God offers to all.

The week begins with Palm 
Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m. on 
April 1. There is a parade of palms 
(or ferns, in our case, since we are 
always striving to be green and 
local). In addition, the children 
will present their food banks. Pastor 
Jennifer will conclude the 7 Vices/7 Virtues 
series, and the choir will sing The Holy City. 

Maundy Thursday’s Tenebrae service 
is a stunning and moving service of music, 
narration, and gradual darkening of the 
Sanctuary. The choir will be presenting Dale 
Wood’s powerful A Service of Darkness. The 
service begins at 7:00 p.m.

We will continue our tradition of having 
the labyrinth walk in Fellowship Hall on 
Good Friday afternoon from 1:00 until 
5:00. The labyrinth, based on an ancient 
design in 
Chartres, 
France, is a 
way to focus 
the mind and 
body on God 
as you walk 
a continuous 
route. At 5:00, a simple prayer service 
concludes the Good Friday observance.

On Saturday, we will prepare the 
Sanctuary for Easter by stripping away 
the Lenten banners and creating a festive 
atmosphere.

Easter morning, April 8, begins with 
an outdoor service at 8:00 a.m. This is 
rain or shine, so dress for the weather! 
Then, at 8:30 we will head indoors for our 
Easter breakfast. At 10:00, an egg hunt 
takes place for the kids, followed by a full 
festive Easter worship service with choir 
and organ at 10:30 a.m. Pastor Jennifer will 
share an inspiring message from Luke 24, 
and the service concludes with Handel’s 
Hallelujah Chorus.

Easter Garden to 
Adorn Cross
An Easter Celebration Garden will 

embellish the cross in the Sanctuary on 
Easter morning. You are invited to donate 
an azalea or hydrangea plant or other 
colorful spring flowers in honor or memory 
of a loved one. In consideration of those 
with allergies, please, no lilies or scented 
plants! Please sign the list in the Narthex 
and bring your plant or flowers by 10:15 on 
Easter morning. Acknowledgments will be 
listed in the worship bulletin.



tidings2
Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell 

Did you know that 
September of this 

year will mark our fifth 
anniversary in ministry 
together as pastor and 
congregation? The five years 
have flown by, and yet if 
you think about it, we have 
accomplished so much 
together. As I wrote this, I 
started to make a list of all the 
ways we have grown together 
these last five years, but it got 
too long even for me to read! 
Suffice to say that in all areas 
of the church’s life, we have 
experienced growth, change, 
and movement. For me, it has 
been a thrilling five years, but 
in some ways a tiring one too.

One of the terms of my 
covenant with you states that 
after five years, I will receive 
a three-month sabbatical for 
renewal and personal and 
professional growth. I will 
be taking that sabbatical a 
year from this summer, in 
June, July, and August of 
2013. Although it is more 

than a year away, the pastor 
relations team, the consistory, 
and I have been working on 
applying for a grant from the 
Lilly Foundation to cover 
the expenses associated with 
the sabbatical, including 
an interim to serve as your 
pastor for those three months.

The word “sabbatical” 
shares a root with the Hebrew 
word “Sabbath” meaning, 
literally, a “ceasing.” In some 
ways, this is a misnomer, 
because, of course, the 
work, play, and prayer of 
the church will not “cease” 
during my sabbatical time. 
And, although Jeff, Elijah, and 
I won’t be with you during 
those months, we won’t 
“cease” to work, play, and pray 
either. While my activities 
during the sabbatical time 
are still taking shape, I know 
that it will include time for 
rest and reconnection with 
my family, time for learning 
some new things, and time for 
work on a book I would like 

to write. 
The 

Lilly grant 
stipulates 
that the 
sabbatical 
time be renewing not just for 
the pastor, but also for the 
congregation. I’m curious to 
hear what you think might 
be the most renewing for 
this community of faith. 
And I’m guessing you have 
some questions about the 
sabbatical, too. If you are 
interested in hearing more 
about the sabbatical plans, 
and helping to shape the 
direction of how the church 
will spend the summer of 
2013, please join me for a 
Sabbatical Planning Q&A 
just after Celebration Sunday 
on April 15. I hope to see you 
there!

If you’d like to learn more 
about the Lilly grant, visit 
www.clergyrenewal.org

Spring 
Assembly 
Brings Great 
Opportunity
A great opportunity 

to increase your 
world awareness will be 
available May 18 and 19 at 
HCCUCC. The focus of the 
Central Pacific Conference 
Spring Assembly is Global 
Ministries. We encourage 
you to come and learn more 
about the world we live in and 
how the UCC is working with 
people around the world.

We are very fortunate to 
have several guests coming 
from out of our area to 
help us learn about God’s 
people in many parts of the 
world. Coming the farthest 
will be one of our partners 
in the Philippines, Bishop 
Melzar Labuntog from NW 
Mindanao. Rev. Dr. Jim 
Moos, Jan Aerie, and Xiaoling 
Zhu will be coming from 
the national UCC offices 
in Cleveland, Ohio. There 
will not be as many business 
sessions this spring, so more 
sessions will be available to 
learn from our guests and 
others during workshops and 
activities.

If you’re interested in 
learning how to inform 
others about UCC missions, 
consider attending the 
Ministry and Mission 
Interpreters Training on 
May 17 in SE Portland.

Registration materials for 
Spring Assembly are available 
in the office. Church members 
may attend Assembly at no 
charge; meals will be available 
at a reduced rate.

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Stephen Ministry: A Quiet Presence by Lynn Walser-Clark

The Hillsdale Stephen 
Ministry has quietly 

taken its place as a source of 
spiritual care and support 
within our community. All 
five Stephen Ministers who 
were commissioned during 
the October 2, 2011, Sunday 
service are providing care to 
individuals associated with 
our congregation. In addition 
to working one-on-one with 
individuals, they have also 
provided pastoral care during 
times when Pastor Jennifer 
has been out of town or on 

holiday. This ensures that 
there is always someone 
available to walk with a 
person during difficult times.

Although the formal 50 
hours of training is complete, 
the Stephen Ministers 
continue to gather twice a 
month for two hours: one 
gathering is for continuing 
education and one is for 
supervision. This assists the 
ongoing development of 
each Stephen Minister, as 
well as giving them support 
and guidance as they work 

with their care receivers. 
The supervision focuses on 
the Stephen Minister’s skills 
and how to help their care 
receiver; the actual individual 
being ministered to remains 
anonymous.

Please pray for the Stephen 
Ministers and Leaders as 
they work with our friends at 
Hillsdale. If you are interested 
in becoming a Stephen 
Minister or would like to 
explore being matched with 
a Stephen Minister, please 
contact Pastor Jennifer.
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Youth Corner
Children’s Sunday School— 
Stories from Matthew and Acts
April 1—Matthew 26:36–27:66
Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion.
Faith focus: Jesus stayed true to God’s way of love

April 8—Matthew 28:1-10
Jesus is risen.
Faith focus: Jesus Lives

April 15—Matthew 28:16-20
The Great Commission.
Faith focus: Jesus sends us and promises to be with us.

April 22—Acts 3:1-10
Walking and leaping and praising God.
Faith focus: Jesus’ spirit opens doors for us.

April 29—Acts 4:32-35; 6:1-7
Enough for all.
Faith focus: We care for each other by being fair.

Restroom Renovation on Tap
At a congregational 

meeting on March 11, 
members approved making 
our facility more welcoming 
by spending $18,000 to create 
two single-person disabled-
accessible restrooms in our 
Fellowship Hall, converting 
the current women’s restroom 

for this purpose.
We recently sent a 

mailing to members and 
friends asking for their 
financial support for this 
project. Please contact the 
church office or one of your 
Consistory members if you 
have any questions. 

Pet Blessing Takes Place April 22
The Pet Blessing has 

become a beloved annual 
tradition at Hillsdale. Some of 
us bring photos, others bring 
our leashed pets to church 

that day. Then, following 
worship, each pet is blessed 
personally. Join us April 22 to 
celebrate the love and support 
of our animal companions.

Rummage Fair Coming in June
Mark your calendar for 

HCC’s Rummage Fair 
coming up June 22-23. It’s 
time for spring cleaning, so 
when you find things you no 
longer need, save them for 
the Rummage Fair. Ask your 
neighbors to donate, too! Let’s 
make this a huge success. 
Proceeds will benefit the 
Restroom Renovation Project.

We’ll be collecting 
donations beginning June 17.

It takes many people to 
organize and conduct the 
rummage sale. If you’d like 
to help, please contact Becky 
Meier at 503-635-2303. A 
planning meeting will take 
place during Celebration 
Sunday on April 15 in 
Fellowship Hall.

Consistory Notes by Jon von Behren

The Consistory gathered 
on March 3 for a half-day 

retreat to get to know each 
other better and to make 
plans for the coming year. 
The exceptionally productive 
session yielded an ambitious 
agenda for the year. Here are 
some highlights:

• We are very focused on 
the many things that need to 
happen to host a successful 
Central Pacific Conference 
Spring Assembly at HCCUCC 
in May.

• We want to engage the 
congregation in a visioning 
and planning process during 
the summer months. Where 
are our passions? What are 
our hopes and dreams for 
HCC? We hope that this 
process will establish a vision 
and provide momentum to 
launch a capital campaign to 

improve our facilities in order 
to better support our mission.

• Pastor Jennifer is 
planning a sabbatical for mid-
2013, and we are working 
together to make this a time 
of growth both for her and the 
congregation.

• What began as a desire 
to clean up some conflicting 
provisions in our bylaws 
has turned into a major 
effort to combine two 
current documents—the 
HCC constitution and our 
bylaws—into one completely 
rewritten new document. 
We will have a draft ready 
for congregational review 
by October, allowing plenty 
of time for comment and 
revision before considering 
adoption at next January’s 
Annual Congregational 
Meeting.

To My Church Family,

Thank you so very 
much for 

all your prayers, c
ards, and 

well-wishes during 
my illness. 

A special thank yo
u to Pastor 

Jennifer, as she wa
s with me 

all the way.
   Sincerely,

   Jackie Collins
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld, Gracie McManus, Allie Donahue

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.

tidingsAPriL 2012

tidings
Back to Eden Update by Jim ruyle

Twenty-five new native 
plants are (as of this 

writing) lined up near 
the southwest corner of 
the building waiting to be 
planted nearby. Can you 
identify them? Soon we will 
lay cardboard on the grass 
between the building and 
Texas St., cover it with mulch, 
and add the new plants. Want 
to help? Let us know if you’ve 
bought anything big like a 
refrigerator or couch and 
have some big cardboard left 
over. You can also take turns 
watering our new plantings 
when dryness sets in this 
summer. And you’ll be able 
to adopt one or more of the 
new plants at an upcoming 

after-church plant sale. Let us 
know if you’d like to do any 
of this or even help with the 
planting, and we’ll put you on 
our list.  

Education is the name 
of the game. First we learn 
how to save creation on our 
own property. Then we teach 
the community. Some of us 
recently attended workshops 
on seeking grant funding for 
nature projects and making 
community gardens. On 
April 24, we’re hosting a 
workshop led by Ecumenical 
Ministries of Oregon (EMO) 
from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. on how 
to restore nature in various 
ways. There will be a light 
supper, and that and the 

program are open to all. Let 
us know and we’ll forward 
you an e-mail brochure, or 
pick up a flyer in the Narthex.

Watch the church calendar 
for the next Back to Eden 
team meeting, usually in the 

last week of the month. All are 
invited. Let me know if you’d 
like a meeting notice or if you 
have any questions about any 
of the above. You can reach 
me at jimruyle@comcast.net 
or by phone at 503-223-8838.

New Photo Directory Planned
We have arranged with 

Lifetouch, a company 
specializing in church 
directories, to produce our 
next pictorial directory. 
Professional photographers 
will be on-site June 21-23 
for picture-taking. The new 
directory will be available for 
distribution in September.

There is no cost to the 

church for this service. 
Photographs will be available 
for purchase, but no purchase 
is required. Watch for more 
information coming soon.

Now is a good time to let 
the church office know of 
any changes in your contact 
information. Email tim@
hillsdaleucc.org or call the 
office at 503-246-5474.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Palm Sunday 
Worship Service, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

2
10:30p Bible Study, LIB

3
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

4
10:00a Loaves and Fishes, 

Multnomah Center

1:30p Tai Chi, FH

5
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Maundy Thursday 
Worship Service, SANC

6
1-5p Good Friday 

Labyrinth, FH

5:00p Prayer Service, FH

7

8
8:00a Easter Outdoor 

Service, PATIO

8:30a Easter Breakfast, FH

10:00a Easter Egg Hunt, PLAY

10:30a Easter Festival 
Worship Service, SANC

9
 Transition Projects 

Meal, Bud Clark Commons

10:30p Bible Study, LIB

7:00p Consistory Meeting, LIB

10
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

11
1:00p Memoir Writing 

Group, Location TBD

1:30p Tai Chi, FH

12
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

13 14

15
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11:45a Celebration Sunday, FH

11:45a Rummage Fair 
Planning Meeting, FH

16
10:30p Bible Study, LIB

17
 Tidings Deadline
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

7:00p Foundation Meeting, 
WORK

18
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

19
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

5:30p Ministry Night, FH

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

20 21

22
 Children Lead in 

Worship
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11:45a Pet Blessing, PATIO

23 24
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

5:30p EMO Workshop, FH 

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

25
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

26
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

27 28

29
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

30 May 1
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

2
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

3
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

4 5

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Upper Parking Lot PATIO=Patio PLAY=Play Yard  SANC=Sanctuary


