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Worship at HCC 
April 2013

April 7
Holy Communion in Celebration 
of the Gifts of the Earth
Guest Preacher – Jim Ruyle

April 14
All Creatures Praise
Progressive Revelation Series, Week 1
Revelation 5:11-14

April 21
Before the Throne
Progressive Revelation Series, Week 2
Revelation 7:9-17
Pet Blessing follows the service

April 28
No More Tears in New Jerusalem
Progressive Revelation Series, Week 3
Revelation 21:1-6,10, 22–22:5

May 5
Alpha and Omega
Progressive Revelation Series, Week 4
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t
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Women’s Retreat Brought Sun, Fun, Fellowship
Nineteen enthusiastic women of HCC 

gathered in Gearhart on February 22-
24 for the HCCUCC Women’s Retreat. With 
delicious catered meals, on-site massages, 
and glorious coast weather (everything 
from hail to plenty of sparkling sunshine), 
it was easy to make the transition from 
busy lives to a relaxing time of fellowship. 
And if there were any doubt that we were 
truly away from it all, that was put to rest 
by Friday evening’s surprise appearance of 
a herd of moose in the dunes and a bald 
eagle flying overhead as we strolled on the 
beach. We knew from the beginning that 
this would be a special time of sensing, 
sharing, and appreciating God’s presence in 
our lives.

Following our theme of “Heart and 
Soul,” the weekend focused on relaxation, 
self-care, and spiritual growth. We enjoyed 
a variety of fun art projects that left our 
feet happy and well-dressed, a thought-
provoking Bible study that had everyone 
talking, and a workshop on gifts of self and 
spirit that included mindfulness exercises, 

information about keeping our 
brains calm and healthy, 
and suggestions for 
“keeping the Sabbath” 
in small ways 
throughout the week. 
Sunday morning’s liturgy 
included singing, prayer, a 
time of reflection, and communion. We 
filled our evenings with games, music, 
songs, and lots of laughter, while Saturday’s 
free time found many of us reading, 
napping, or taking another walk on the 
beach. There was something for everyone at 
this year’s Women’s Retreat.

All women of the congregation are 
invited to join us for the Second Annual 
HCCUCC Women’s Retreat, March 7-9, 
2014. In the meantime, watch for a special 
Mother’s Day opportunity for dads and 
children to help Mom attend the next 
retreat! And if you have any questions 
about this year’s event, look for the smiling 
women who now wear brightly colored 
personalized nametags at church.

Heart &
Soul

Let’s Reimagine Our Future!
Let’s continue the conversation that 

we began last month about possible 
building plans by taking a step back. 
Instead of directly considering those 
plans, or the many wonderful suggestions 
we have received about how they might 
be improved, we will have several small 
group gatherings to consider what we 

imagine as a congregation about the future 
of our church’s mission, programs, and 
identity. These  gatherings will give us an 
opportunity to dream and imagine how our 
congregation will continue into the future.

You are welcome at any one of the three 
gatherings, to be held April 18, 24, and 28. 
Watch your mail for more details!

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.
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Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell 

I used to have a friend in 
Seattle who travelled 

around to different faith 
communities and taught Bible 
classes, book by book. At the 
end of each class, he would 
always ask the participants 
what they would like to study 
next. He was surprised how 
often the response to this 
question was “Anything BUT 
the book of Revelation!”

Perhaps this is not all 
that surprising, as no book 
of the Bible has been more 
misunderstood than the 
last one. One of the biggest 

misunderstandings is that 
Revelation is a book about the 
end of things. And yet, the 
book has much to offer for 
those of us who are willing 
to take it, as we take the rest 
of scripture, “seriously but 
not literally,” including how 
we respond to the world we 
live in right here and now—a 
world of injustice, war, and 
inequity. It has much to say 
about the use (and misuse!) 
of power, the importance of 
community, and the role of an 
active God in our world.

Stay tuned! We’ll turn our 

attention toward this book 
during the month of April 
and the first week of May 
during worship. We’ll also be 
exploring the themes of the 
book of Revelation more in 
depth during Bible study at 
10:30 each Tuesday morning. 

See you in church!

Introducing Linda!
Linda Minyard has been 

working as a part-time 
receptionist in the office for a 
month or so now. If you have 
been in the office Tuesday 
or Thursdays between 10:00 
and 2:00, then you have been 
greeted by her cheerful smile 
and relaxed demeanor. If you 
have not had the chance to 
meet her, then please stop on 
by or give a call to say hello. 
Linda, the daughter of a 
minister herself, says she feels 
right at home at Hillsdale and 

we are so glad she has joined 
us.

HCC Women 
Plan Drop-in 
Social
All women of the 

congregation are invited 
to stop by Seasons & Regions 
Restaurant on Friday, May 3, 
for no-host “cheap eats” 
and warm conversation. 
The restaurant is located at 
6660 SE Capitol Hwy, across 
from Mittleman Jewish 
Community Center. Join us 
anytime between 3:00 and 
5:30 p.m. Questions? Contact 
Elaine Walser-Clark at 
503-891-5323.

Pet Blessing 
Celebrates 
Animal 
Companions
During this lovely annual 

tradition, you are 
invited to bring your (caged 
or leashed, please) animal 
companion to church with 
you on Sunday, April 21. 
They will all be blessed after 
worship during a special time 
just for them outdoors. If you 
have a pet who lives on in 
blessed memory, feel free to 
bring a photo to the blessing.

High Tea 
Returns to HCC
A Women’s Tea is coming 

to Hillsdale Community 
Church on Saturday, May 11, 
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. This is a 
special occasion for women 
and girls to share fellowship, 
tea, and tasty morsels. In 
addition to serving English 
High Tea, we will offer 
live background music on 
keyboard by Esther Shim, 
a rising young Portland 
musician.  

Tickets will be $10.00 
each and will be available in 
the Narthex before and after 
worship on April 28 and 
May 5. 

For more information, 
contact  Marteena Sander 
(heidisgg@yahoo.com or 
503-615-8131) or Ruth 
Rusnak (xiiicatsold@yahoo.
com or 503-701-2462). 

We apologize for giving an 
incorrect date for the tea in 
last month’s Tidings!

Who Are You Now?
Come away and explore 

this question with 
individuals like yourself 
who know the challenge of 
sustaining themselves in 
their personal life and work. 
Discover ways to live more 
wholeheartedly by connecting 
who you are with what you do 
in the world.

This Circle of Trust retreat 

takes place April 8-10 at 
Collins Retreat Center in 
Eagle Creek, Oregon.

Facilitated by Faye Orton 
Snyder and Alan Claassen, 
the retreat is open to all. The 
cost is $450-500 per person, 
and scholarships are available. 
Please contact Alan (360-241-
8922 or aclaas@easystreet.
net) to register or learn more.
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April 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

3
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

1:30p Tai Chi FH

4
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

5 6

7
9:00a Adult Study Group LIB

10:30a Communion 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

11:30a Back to Eden 
Presentation FH

8
 Transition Projects 

Meal BUD

9
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

10
1:00p Memoir Writing 

Group, MDH

1:30p Tai Chi FH

11
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

12 13

14
9:00a Adult Study Group LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

15 16
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

7:00p Consistory LIB

17
 Tidings Deadline
1:30p Tai Chi FH

18
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

5:30p Reimagining Our 
Future LIB

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

19 20

21
9:00a Adult Study Group LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

11:30a Celebration Sunday FH

11:30a Pet Blessing PATIO

22 23
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

24
1:30p Tai Chi FH

7:00p Reimagining Our 
Future LIB

25
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

26 27

28
9:00a Adult Study Group LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

11:30a Reimagining Our 
Future LIB

29 30
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

May 1
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

1:30p Tai Chi FH

2
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

3 4

BUD=Bud Clark Commons, 655 NW Hoyt St CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th)

LIB=Library LOT=Upper Parking Lot MDH=Maria Dunlop’s Home, 12146 SW 29th Ave MULT=Multnomah Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy

PATIO=Front Patio PO=Pastor’s Office SANC=Sanctuary SS=Sunday School Rooms WORK=Office Workroom
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld, Gracie McManus, Chris Sessions

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Back to Eden Team Providing Educational Opportunities by Jim ruyle

We’ve removed grass and 
replaced it with native 

plantings the full length of 
the church property on Texas 
Street, with more to come. At 
our Easter service, the cross 
will be adorned in part with 
native plants that Hillsdale 
Church folks have adopted, 
and these plants will be added 
to our grounds soon after. 
There is much more to come!

BTE has its sights on 
the grass along Capitol 
Highway and the invasive 
things growing wildly in our 
north lot. While we catch 

our breath, though, we think 
it’s time for some education 
about why we are doing this 
and what it has to do with 
saving 
creation. 
At present, 
we have 
two educational opportunities 
in mind:

On April 7, I will be 
preaching a follow-up sermon 
to one I preached two years 
ago called Returning to Eden. 
This time, we’ll be more 
specific about what we are 
doing. After the service, I’ll 

do a slide show presentation 
in Fellowship Hall showing 
pictures of native landscaping 
and watershed work done 

by churches 
around the 
Portland area. 
We’ll also talk 

about our plans for our own 
property and invite your 
input. We plan to invite the 
neighborhood, so please bring 
any friends you think would 
enjoy this. 

We’re also planning a book 
study using Douglas Tallamy’s 
Bring Nature Home. Tallamy 

is professor of entomology 
and wildlife ecology at the 
University of Delaware He has 
recently lectured in Portland 
and his book is well-known 
to native rehabilitation people 
here and elsewhere. It’s fun 
reading, and full of close-up 
photographs of birds and 
insects with strategies for 
saving them through native 
gardening. There’s a copy in 
the church Library for your 
review. If you’re interested in 
participating in such a book 
study, please sign up in the 
Narthex.


