
Ap
ril

 20
16

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings
OGHS Donations 
Touch Lives
by nayan fleenor

Thank you to all who donated to our One 
Great Hour of Sharing special offering 

in the last month or so. When we look at the 
conditions 
under 
which a lot 
of the world lives, we need to remember to 
be thankful for what we have and can share 
with others. 

If you would like to learn more about 
some of the specific projects that OGHS has 
helped to fund in the last few years, please 
look at the OGHS Annual Report on the 
counter in the Narthex (it looks like a thin 
magazine with an orange border). Although 
OGHS supports many kinds of projects 
around the world, this report said it was 
focusing on the ways in which the people 
effected by the Syrian refugee crisis have 
been helped. 

I was especially touched by the story of 
one Syrian family in Aleppo. The father, 
a school teacher, was struck in the head 
and killed by mortar shrapnel on his way 
home from work. The mother and her two 
school-age sons eventually moved over a 
hundred miles away (but still in Syria) with 
other neighbors when their neighborhood 
continued to be targeted.

The three of them tried to survive the 
winter in a concrete block storage room on 
the roof of a building. The mother couldn’t 
find work, so the 12-year-old was finally 
able to earn a little money delivering things 
on a bicycle. They only had one blanket 
to share and didn’t have a stove, so they 

burned branches in a metal drum inside 
their room.

Eventually, a neighbor heard about their 
situation and contacted a worker at the 
Fellowship of the Middle East Evangelical 
Church which, with the help of OGHS 
funds, was able to get the family two 
blankets, a stove, and some cash for fuel.

I’m glad our previous years of offerings 
were able to help them!

Fellowship First to 
Debut in May
The Fellowship Committee is springing 

back into action! We are excited to 
introduce Fellowship First. On the first 
Sunday of each month (beginning May 1) 
we’ll have a salad luncheon following the 
morning service. Join us in Fellowship Hall 
for a time of food and fellowship. You don’t 
need to bring anything—a variety of salads 
as well as beverages will be provided. 

Calling All Animal 
Lovers!
To celebrate Earth Day, Hillsdale kids 

will help care for God’s feline creatures 
by going on a mission trip to Animal Aid 
(animalaidpdx.org). On Saturday, April 
22, from 10:30 a.m. to noon, children (and 
guardians) are invited to help clean the 
shelter and, of course, play with the cats! 
Participation is limited to 10 total (7 kids, 3 
adults), so sign up soon! If there is greater 
interest (for kids or adults), we can schedule 
additional mission opportunities. We 
welcome donations of *unscented* cat litter 
to bring with us to the shelter. Please bring 

Sundays at HCCUCC 
April 2016
Sunday worship services begin at 10:30.

April 3
John 20:19-31 

April 10
John 21:1-19

April 17
Covenants

April 24
Acts 11:1-18
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donations to church by Friday, April 21. For more information 
and to sign up, contact Rebecca Holt at RebeccaH@lclark.edu 
or 503-866-0340. 

Spring Blood Drive Draws Near
by Margy Kleger, coordinator

The 2016 spring Red Cross blood drive will be earlier than 
usual. Instead of being in June, the drive will be Monday, 

May 16, from 2:00 to 7:00 p.m. If you are a blood donor or 
would like to become one, please note this date and time. 
Sign-ups will begin toward the end of April. If you donate other 
places too, please do not do so after mid-March so you can be 
eligible again by May 16.

Many thanks to all the faithful donors we have who give the 
gift of life to those in need. Hope to see you in May!

Missionaries Give Update
Kim and Erik Free, our Global Ministries missionaries 

in Mozambique, were able to come home to Oregon in 
December and visit their families.

In January, they shared this update: “Most of southern 
Mozambique is in the grips of a devastating drought, while 
in the north, flooding is causing major problems. People’s 
crops are failing with the lack of rain and, as a result, food is 
becoming scarce… Our training fields have failed…which is 
quite a setback. The political situation is also becoming more 
tense as the government and opposition party continue to 
clash.” 

From the Pastor by Chris hyde

It has been five months since I arrived to be 
your interim pastor. I’m very thankful for 

all of you and have really enjoyed being with 
you through the important holiday seasons 
of Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter. I feel 
like this has been a good time for the church 
to get back on its feet after the previous pastor 
leaving and to begin to move forward. During this time we 
have commissioned the Search Committee and have also had 

a congregational meeting to discuss this church’s history. Our 
next step will be Covenant Sunday on Sunday, April 17. I’ll be 
speaking about covenants during the worship service and we’ll 
have a congregational meeting right after the service to discuss 
our own church covenant. Please mark that date on your 
calendar and look for more details in the next couple of weeks. 
There will also be upcoming meetings scheduled as the search 
committee begins to gather information for the church profile 
and pastoral search. Your participation in these meetings will 
be vital, so please be involved as much as you’re able when 
these meetings are scheduled.

Now, as we move forward with preparing the church for the 
next called pastor, continuing to deepen our understanding of 
our vision is extremely important. Part of understanding our 
vision will come from getting a sense of what God is doing in 
our hearts and in the life of the church. So I’d like to encourage 
you to begin thinking through some specific questions in 
regards to vision. Please don’t just read and set them aside. 
Think about them, pray about them, and discuss them with 
others within the HCCUCC community. So here are the 
questions: 

• What do we do well as a church? What is great about us? 
• What is your vision for Hillsdale Community Church? 
• What do you sense is God’s specific calling for this church? 
• What do you believe we should be doing to make an 

impact in the Hillsdale/Multnomah Village neighborhoods?
• What do you think we are uniquely gifted to do in this 

world? 
These are important questions for us to wrestle with 

individually and as a community. And it’s important that we do 
the wrestling in constructive ways so that we can get a sense of 
how God is moving in our midst and what God may be calling 
us to do. 

So pray. Think. Discuss. Listen. Try to keep your discussions 
positive and directed forward. Talk about these questions in the 
groups you’re in and with the committees on which you serve. 
Talk about them with your spouse. Discuss them after service 
over coffee. Bring what you learn to myself, to members of the 
Consistory, and to the Search Committee. Together, let’s see 
what rises to the surface. 

Let’s be attentive to what the Spirit of God is saying to 
Hillsdale Community Church about our calling and our future!

Blessings!
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April 2016 (visit our live calendar at www.hillsdaleucc.org/calendar)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
3:00p Jayne Boon 

Memorial Service SA

3
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

4 5
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

6:00p Preparing 175 Sack 
Lunches for Sears 
Homeless Shelter FH

6
10:00a Meals on Wheels MC

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

7
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

8 9

10

9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

11
 Transition Projects/

Hoyt St Meal BC

6:30p Post-Sabbath Bible 
Study (PSBS) MH

12
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

7:00p Consistory Meeting, MH

13
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

14
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

15 16

17
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

11:45a Congregational 
Meeting SA

18 19
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

20
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

7:00p Foundation Meeting MR

21
 Tidings Deadline
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

22
3:00p Crossroads 

Community Garden 
Grand Opening

23
10:30a Children’s Field Trip 

to Animal Aid

24
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

25
6:30p Post-Sabbath Bible 

Study (PSBS) MH

26
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

27
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

28
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

29 30

BC=Bud Clark Commons (655 NW Hoyt St) CR=Choir Room DN=Downstairs FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch (SW Barbur at 19th) MH=Mt Hood Room MR=Maple Room
MC=Multnomah Arts Center (7688 SW Capitol Hwy) R1=Room 1, Education Wing R4=Room 4, Education Wing SA=Sanctuary UL=Upper Parking Lot

Women’s Retreat

Women’s Retreat
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Hillsdale Community Church
United ChUrCh of Christ

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Interim Pastor Rev. Chris Hyde (chris@hillsdaleucc.org)Director of Music/Church Administrator Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Sexton/Interim Receptionist Julia Miller (julia@hillsdaleucc.org) Child Care Providers Sam Hinerfeld, Julia Miller

2016 Consistory Members: Rebecca Holt, President (503-866-0340 · rebeccah@lclark.edu); Cathy Thomas, 
Vice President, Personnel, Worship (503-246-9509 · elefun@aol.com); Drake Mitchell, Treasurer (240-672-1738 · 
drakem@pdx.edu); Carl Wamser, Past President (503-504-4296 · wamserc@pdx.edu); Bob Brandon, Personnel, 
Capital Campaign (503-313-0056 · Bob.Brandon@ltic.com); Cindy Van Loo (503-680-1146· cindyvanloo54@gmail.com); 
Carol Weber (503-232-2703 · cweber@poetworld.net). 

I
n Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Crossroads Community Garden Grand Opening 
April 22, 3:00 p.m. • Fun, food, music, tours


