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Worship at HCC 
August 2009

August 2
“To equip the saints”
John 6:24-35
Ephesians 4:1-16
The Baptism of Oliver Frengle

August 9
Guest preacher Mary Lee Planer

August 16
“Wisdom has built her house”
Proverbs 9:1-6
Ephesians 5:15-20

August 23
“Be strong in the Lord”
Psalm 34:15-22
Ephesians 6:10-20

August 30
“The voice of my beloved!”
Song of Solomon 2:8-13
James 1:17-27

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Domtar EarthChoice® 
environmentally responsible paper. 
A full-color electronic version is 
available via e-mail. Send a request 
to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be 
added to the e-mail list. Tidings is 
edited and designed by Tim Ditch.

Denomination Welcomes New President

The Rev. Geoffrey Black, who has 
served for nearly a decade as minister 

of the UCC’s New York Conference, was 
called by election at the June General 
Synod gathering of the denomination to 

Dear HCCUCC friends,
We are so thankful for our church family! You have 

supported us constantly a
nd faithfully over the las

t month.

You were with us the day of RD’s sur
gery, either in 

person, in prayer, or in 
spirit. You sent cards, vis

ited, 

brought flowers, provided transportat
ion, loaned 

“equipment,” called with words of encouragement and 

concern, and prayed for 
us throughout the days of 

his stay 

in the hospital and in the r
ehab center.

We thank you, we love you.
RD and Sue Floyd

Rev. Geoffrey Black

succeed the Rev. John Thomas 
as General Minister and 
President of the United Church 
of Christ. Thomas had served 
a full term and was therefore 
ineligible for election.

The announcement of 
Black’s election was greeted 
with a standing ovation. In 
brief remarks, the new gen-
eral minister and president 
thanked the delegates and 
spoke of his high expectations 
of working with other mem-
bers of the UCC’s five-person 
Collegium of Officers, with 

the denomination’s nearly 5,000 churches 
and more than a million members. Echo-
ing his remarks at the time of his nomina-
tion, Black, the first African-American to 
be voted General Minister of the UCC, 
affirmed, “We are in this together.”
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which she 
was just 
becoming 
aware. “The 
world is 
a broken 
place, and 
there is a lot of blessing in it, 
too,” I finally replied. “You are 
part of the world, so you have 
some part in the injustice, 
AND you can have some part 
in the healing.”

The last part of the UCC 
Statement of Faith, which 
we have been looking at 
this summer, is a reminder 
that as humans we exist in 
this place of tension all the 
time – aware, if we open our 
eyes, of both brokenness and 
blessedness. God’s way, the 
way of blessing, is open to us, 
but we cannot walk that Way 
without acknowledging the 
deep wounds in the world, 
and being moved to act as 
healers and lovers.  God’s 
promise to all who walk in 
that Way is a presence that 
brings courage and strength. 
Thanks be to God!

See you in church!
In the Light,

Jennifer

The young woman’s face 
was distressed, as she pointed 
to a photo of South American 
children rooting through a 
dump, looking for a meal. 
“Did I do this?” she asked. As 
a teen, growing in knowledge 
of the world around her, she 
was concerned about her role 
as a consumer in creating 
hardship for others.

At first, I did not know 
what to say. Part of me 
thought the easy way would 
be to reassure her that she 
had nothing to do with the 
extreme poverty experienced 
by those so far from the 
comfortable room in which 
we sat. On the other hand, I 
knew that she took seriously 
her role in the world, and her 
response to the injustices of 

You call us into your 
church to accept the cost 

and joy of discipleship, to be 
your servants in the service of 
others, to proclaim the gospel 
to all the world and resist 
the powers of evil, to share in 
Christ’s baptism and eat at his 
table, to join him in his passion 
and victory.

You promise to all who trust 
you forgiveness of sins and 
fullness of grace, courage in the 
struggle for justice and peace, 
your presence in trial and 
rejoicing, and eternal life in 
your realm which has no end.

Blessing and honor, glory 
and power be unto you.

—from the United Church of Christ 
Statement of Faith in the form of a doxology

Conversation with Pastor JenniferPipes and 
Pipes Project 
Plans Auction
Please mark your calendars 

for the Art, Craft, and 
Dessert Auction on Saturday, 
September 19, benefitting 
the Pipes and Pipes Project! 
God has 
blessed the 
people of 
Hillsdale UCC with many 
talents—painting, drawing, 
photography, woodworking, 
knitting, quilting, baking, 
and many more. If you are 
an artist of any kind, please 
consider donating a piece 
of art for the auction. If you 
collect art and need to pare 
down your collection, please 
consider donating an item. 
All proceeds will go toward 
the Pipes and Pipes Project, 
and your donation may be 
tax deductible. Please contact 
Rebecca Holt (rebeccah@
lclark.edu or 503-866-0340)
for more information.

HCC Budget Report—June 30, 2009
Budget

June
Actual
June

Budget
Year-to-Date

Actual
Year-to-Date

Income $15,256.67 $15,314.07 $91,540.00 $90,770.54
Expenses $15,755.64 $14,720.27 $93,918.36 $90,033.72
Surplus (Deficit) $(498.97) $593.80 $(2,378.36) $736.82

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

CPC Group to 
Visit Biloxi
There are a few spots left if 

you’d like to participate 
in the Central Pacific 
Conference’s delegation to 
Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, 
MS. (Learn more at www.
thebackbaymission.org)

Last year, 15 of us helped 
insulation, dry-wall, and 
paint new construction 
for people who lost their 
homes to Hurricane 
Katrina. We had a great 
time! If you’re interested, 
contact Dennis Alger at 
dennisrev@verizon.net.

Pipes and Pipes Project

Dear Members of Hillsdale Community Church,

We were overwhelmed by the care and c
oncern expressed by 

the numerous cards and notes
 you sent to our mother. We hung 

them up for her to see an
d enjoy, which she did!

The apricot-colored 
shawl was a wonderful gift and is s

o 

beautiful. Mom was delighted with it and showed it to all of 

her visitors. It truly
 brightened her days

 and we are grateful. 

Thank you for your m
any prayers as well. God was faithful to 

answer them with Mom’s best interest in mind.

May the grace of our 
only Lord and Savior

, Jesus Christ, be 

with you all. Helen and Suzanne

(Nancy Gerg’s daughters)
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August 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service and Children’s 
Sunday School, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

3
7:00p Yoga, FH

4
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

5
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
7:00p Yoga, FH

6
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, PO

7 8

9
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

10
Glisan Street Meal
7:00p Yoga, FH

11
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

12
7:00p Yoga, FH

13
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, PO

14
Tidings Deadline

15
Multnomah Days Parade

16
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Celebration Sunday
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

17
7:00p Yoga, FH

18
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:30p Executive Committee 
Meeting, LIB

7:00p Consistory Meeting, LIB

7:00p Foundation 
Meeting, PO

19
7:00p Yoga, FH

20
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

21 22

23
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:45a Summer Picnic at 
Dennis and Trudi Frengle’s

24
7:00p Yoga, FH

25
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

26
7:00p Yoga, FH

27
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, PO

28 29

30
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

31
7:00p Yoga, FH

september 1
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

2 3
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

4 5

CR=Choir Room GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot PO=Pastor’s Office SANC=Sanctuary

God is still speaking,
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A group of 16 carpooled 
to Washougal on July 8. 

Upon arrival, host Dorothy 
Arthur greeted us with coffee, 
fruit, and sweet rolls. The 
day was overcast, but the 
prediction of showers never 
developed.

We had several newcomers. 
I was so impressed to think 
that Bob Ewing bicycled all 
the way, only to find out he 
came with the Kunzes. A 
lovely couple, Dave and Lena 
Hueromy, also joined us. Lena 
is from Moscow, Russia, and 
most interesting to talk to. 
Her filled rolls were delicious, 
along with all the other 

yummy food. Dave works for 
the postal service with Louise 
Albagli.

Our gatherings are open 
to everyone, and we would 
love to have you join us on 
our next outing. Watch the 
Tidings for notice.

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

Worship God Joyfully • Share Christ’s Word • Embrace All • Make a Difference

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219 • 503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org
Office – office@hillsdaleucc.org • Pastor – pastor@hillsdaleucc.org • Music Director – tim@hillsdaleucc.org

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church 
of Christ, declare ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation.
We cherish and embrace individuals and families of all kinds. Believing 
that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and meant to be 
shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all 
persons, embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital 
status, mental and physical ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-
economic background.
We welcome all to share in the life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, 
worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings of participation in our 
congregation.
We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that works toward 
openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of 
life for all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and 
practice a unity of faith that transcends our differences.

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell Director of Music/Office Administrator  Tim Ditch

Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld  Custodian  Terry Cornell

Friendship Builders Enjoy Outing
by Margaret Bronson

Yoga Class 
Open to All
An evening yoga class 

led by Brenda Crowley 
takes place each Monday and 
Wednesday from 7:00-8:00 in 
Fellowship Hall. The cost is 
only $5.00 per class.

Returning home last Thanksgiving, a young 
executive, a member of the United Church of 

Christ, raised a question at the big family dinner. Since he 
traveled frequently for work, he could only be at his church one 
Sunday a month—so he wanted to know: 

“Why is it that I can pay all of my bills electronically, but I 
can’t give this way to my church?” 

To his surprise, his Lutheran grandmother spoke up first: “But 
why can’t you? I do it each month through a program set up by 
my church! It’s great! I’d say at least a third of the members 
use electronic giving—young people with busy lives, seniors on 
fixed incomes, snowbirds—really, anyone who loves the church 
but just can’t be there every Sunday. At my church, we even get 
special slips that say, “I give electronically” that we can put into 
the offering plate on the Sundays we’re there!” 

This story says it all. There are two types of people—
each is about 50 percent of the population: One 

group meticulously manages their checkbooks and budgets 
their expenses. The other group includes those of us who 
think they must have money in their account because 
they still have more checks. Both groups benefit from 
StillspeakingMoney®, a new service coming to Hillsdale 
Community Church in September. 

StillspeakingMoney® automatically deducts your gifts 
from your checking account on the dates you choose. 

Those who manage their checkbooks meticulously 
can ensure that their gifts are processed from their 
accounts regularly, even when traveling. Those who 
manage their checkbooks less meticulously will welcome 
StillspeakingMoney® as a helpful friend that sets this money 
aside before it gets spent. 

Using StillspeakingMoney® gives you the power to ensure 
that your offerings and gifts are deducted regularly from 
your checking account in a timely fashion…whether you 
are in church every week or only occasionally. Just as the 
expenses of the church continue, so will your gifts. You will 
have the security of knowing that the gift you offer to God 
through your church comes first and is deducted regularly. 

These days, we all want to be sure that our gifts are not 
reduced by costly administrative fees and overhead. The 
United Church of Christ administers this service through 
a company called Vanco Services. The church pays the low 
cost of only 25 cents per transaction, no matter how much 
you give—and the benefit to your church is tremendous. 

It’s easy to register—just complete an authorization form 
and return it to the church office. Forms will be available in 
the Narthex later this month.

Automatically transfers givers’ contributions
from their checking or savings account via the
highly secure Automated Clearing House
(ACH) Network.

Allows you and your givers to have complete
control over the dates contributions are debited.

Comprehensive reporting provides a detailed
audit trail of all electronic contributions.

Perfect for churches that would like to accept
credit cards, but need to process only a
handful of transactions.

Allows you to enjoy all the benefits of
accepting credit card contributions without
the long-term contract and expensive service
fees associated with other merchant accounts

Excellent complement to our ACH Direct
Debit program

Eliminates the costs of
processing checks

Promotes consistent giving

Makes it easier to forecast
cash flow

Saves your staff the time spent
processing checks

24/7 control over contribution information via 
Vanco Services’ online Service Center

No long-term contract

No monthly service fees

No monthly minimum dollar
amounts to meet

No equipment or software
needed

24/7 control over contribution information via
Vanco Services’ online Service Center

Provides givers a simple way to give to 
your church

e.service® Electronic Funds Transfer Service e.service® Merchant Services

Benefits Benefits

DIRECT DEBIT (ACH) CREDIT CARD
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Advantages of Working With 
StillspeakingMoney® Partner, Vanco Services

EXPERIENCE - Over 15 years processing electronic transactions

SECURITY - Comprehensive technology for protection against fraud

RISK MANAGEMENT - Vanco Services takes the risk out of your hands

CUSTOMER SERVICE - Committed and experienced staff

ONLINE SERVICE CENTER - 24/7 control over transaction data

About StillspeakingMoney® Partner, Vanco Services

Vanco Services, LLC is the financial technology company
chosen by the United Church of Christ as a partner in
offering StillspeakingMoney®. Vanco Services’ e-service®

provides secure, inexpensive electronic giving services to
more than 6,000 churches.

Vanco Services is dedicated to providing superior service
through experienced and knowledgeable professionals, top
quality products and unsurpassed attention to client needs.
Information provided to Vanco Services is treated with
extreme respect and is used only for the services requested
by clients. Vanco Services operates with the highest ethical
standards and an unwavering commitment to
confidentiality. Client information is never sold, rented 
or given to any other entity.

To get started: 
Call Vanco Services
(800) 774-9355

StillspeakingMoney®

The United Church of Christ
Introduces a New 

Electronic Giving Service!

How can your church benefit from
an Electronic Giving Program? Your moneY speaks… 

even when You can’t be there.


