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Worship at HCC 
August 2011
Join us Sundays at 10:30

August 7
Matthew 14:22-33
Magical or Miracle?

August 14
Matthew 15:21-28
Talking Back to Jesus

August 21
Exodus 1:8-2:10
Baby in a Basket

August 28
Exodus 3:1-15
Stump the Preacher: 
Your Questions Are Holy Ground!

Campers Enjoy the Experience
Camp is a time to get away from the 

bustle of summer activities, to enjoy 
friends and God’s creation. As usual, 
Hillsdale Community Church UCC was 
well-represented at Camp Adams this 
summer. Elijah Brownell, Nayan Fleenor, 
Bonnie Griswold, Kaiden Malone, Jacob 
Stephens, Anne Meadows, Chris Meadows, 
and Patty Todd all attended different 
sessions of camp, and they had a great time 
in spite of colder-and-rainier-than-usual 
weather.

The campers had a lot to say about their 
experiences. Nayan Fleenor said, “I would 
definitely recommend that others attend 
Camp Adams. Work Camp is a great way 
for adults to enjoy it for free (yes, you do 
provide labor)! This year there was some 

construction, making curtains, pruning 
trails, and keeping weeds and plants away 
from around the cabins. People work for a 
few hours in the morning and a few in the 
afternoon and the rest is free time to work 
or relax.”

Anne Meadows and her son Christopher 
attended family camp. “The camp was 
well-run and on a lovely piece of property,” 
reported Anne. “The dorms were rustic but 
clean and well kept with hot water and flush 
toilets. The trails are well-cared-for and the 
food was generous and good… I liked the 
camp minister very much, and the outdoor 
evening service was lovely, with singing 
and true spirituality without being heavy-
handed…Just right.

see Campers, p. 2
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Hillsdale campers Jacob Stephens, Elijah Brownell, and Kaiden Malone (here with a new friend) had a fun week of field games, 
exploring Bible stories, and crawdad fishing at Camp Adams.
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“…have patience with 
everything unresolved in your 
heart and to try to love the 
questions themselves as if they 
were locked rooms or books 
written in a very foreign language. 
Don’t search for the answers, 
which could not be given to you 
now, because you would not be 
able to live them. And the point 
is to live everything. Live the 
questions now. Perhaps then, 
someday far in the future, you will 
gradually, without even noticing 
it, live your way into the answer.”

For some reason, these 
100-year-old words by Rainier 
Maria Rilke have come up 
several times recently. Maybe 
it’s because lots of people I 
know these days are asking 
big questions, questions for 
which there may or may 
not be answers. It seems 

that lots of us are “living the 
questions!”

With this quote rattling 
around in my brain, I looked 
ahead to the scriptures for 
August. Guess what? More 
questions! Questions flying 
back and forth among God, 
Jesus, and the people who 
seek to follow in Christ’s way.  

This seems like as good 
a time as any to “live the 
questions” ourselves, out 
loud and all together. So, 
this month we’ll begin an 
occasional series during the 
sermon time called Stump the 
Preacher.

Starting in mid-August, 
look for the Stump the 
Preacher box in the Narthex, 
and add your questions about 
God, Jesus, the church, the 
Bible, heaven, hell, sin, the 

Christ-life, 
or (fill in 
the blank 
here) that 
you’ve 
always 
wanted to ask but never had 
the chance. I’ll collect the 
questions just before Sunday, 
August 28, and try to answer 
as many as I can during the 
sermon time. Hopefully, there 
will be a few questions that 
make us laugh, a few that 
make us think, and a few that 
are those living questions, 
the kind that we love just for 
themselves.

Keep living the questions, 
and see you in church!

In the Light,

Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Campers
continued from p. 1

Bonnie Griswold has 
been a camp director for 
one week of camp for many 
years. She reflected, “It is so 
great meeting all the campers 
and having the community 
building that brings us all 
together each year. I think 
that Camp Adams is a safe 
place for children to spread 
their wings and grow in their 
religious commitment. Once 
there, they have a new group 
of friends who share common 
beliefs and experiences. 
And, of course, there is the 
camp fire, field games, crafts, 
vespers, and the swimming 
hole.”

Jacob Stephens, who 
attended Genesis/Seekers 
camp recommends Camp 
Adams “because you get to 
spray the lifeguards with 
waterguns!” Elijah Brownell 
agrees that “watergun fights 
(kids vs staff)” was his 
favorite activity. Jacob adds, 
“I liked my counselor because 
he was funny” and Elijah 
ends by saying he appreciates 
the chance to be “creative” at 
camp.

Interested in all that 
Camp Adams has to offer? 
Some folks from church are 
planning an afternoon at 
camp on Sunday, September 4 
(Labor Day weekend). We’ll 
carpool out after church, 
enjoy a picnic lunch, and 
have some time to walk the 
grounds, pray the labyrinth, 
or maybe even do a little 
crawdad fishing. If that 
sounds fun to you, talk to 
Pastor Jennifer.

Also, watch for Camp 
Adams Round Up Day in the 
spring!

Final Summer Picnic Honors Labor Day
The last of the Hillsdale 

summer potlucks will be 
held at the home of Elaine 
and Lynn Walser-Clark on 
Saturday, August 20, from 
5 p.m. until the last person 
leaves. Bring your suits and 
towels for the hot tub!

The theme for the potluck 

will be Labor Day, originally 
established to honor the 
working class of America. 
People are invited to dress in a 
costume of some occupation 
they DON’T do (of course, 
costumes are optional, but 
why not have some fun?) 
“Admission” to the potluck 

is some new school supply 
item that we’ll donate to 
Neighborhood House for 
needy children.

If you’re into grilling, feel free 
to bring something to throw 
on the barbecue. Water and ice 
tea will be provided; all other 
drinkable liquids are BYOB!

Book Club Features Skloot Bestseller
“Her name was 

Henrietta Lacks, 
but scientists know her as 
HeLa. She was a poor black 
tobacco farmer whose 
cells—taken without her 
knowledge in 1951—became 
one of the most important 
tools in medicine, vital for 
developing the polio vaccine, 
cloning, gene mapping, and 

more. Henrietta’s cells have 
been bought and sold by 
the billions, yet she remains 
virtually unknown, and her 
family can’t afford health 
insurance.

The book, New York Times 
bestseller The Immortal Life 
of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca 
Skloot, tells a riveting story 
of the collision of ethics, race, 

and medicine; of scientific 
discovery and faith healing; 
and of a daughter consumed 
with questions about the 
mother she never knew.”

Join us Tuesday evening, 
August 23, at 7:00 in 
Pastor Jennifer’s office for a 
discussion of this compelling 
story. Books are available for 
purchase in the Narthex. 
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Help Youth “Build the House 
that Jesus’ Love Built”
Hillsdale youth have been 

supporting Habitat for 
Humanity with their Sunday 
offering throughout the last 
school year and will continue 
through the summer. The 
children are learning to 
follow the teachings of Jesus 
Christ by loving and caring 
for one another. Our love 
must not be words only;it 
must be true love, which 
shows itself in action.

Habitat provides an 
opportunity for people to 
put their faith and love into 
action. Helping build safe, 
affordable housing for others 
is one way of showing Christ’s 
love for all of humanity.

The children invite you 
to join them in giving to 
Habitat by helping them 
“Build The House that Jesus’ 

Love Built.” On August 21, 
during Celebration Sunday 
in Fellowship Hall, children 
will be making origami paper 
building blocks for $1 each. 
Since this is a house of love, 
please consider giving in 
honor or memory of loved 
ones. You may write a love 
message on the inside of the 
paper, then the children will 
fold up your building block 
and add it to the walls of the 
house. For an additional $1 
donation we will enclose a tea 
light in your block, allowing 
Christ’s love to shine for all 
to see. 

If you enjoy origami, we 
would love your help folding 
blocks! Please contact Rebecca 
Holt at 503-866-0340 or 
rebecca.dl.holt@gmail.com to 
learn more.

Children’s Sunday School
This summer, our children are learning the Parables and 

Sayings of Jesus. They will listen to the stories that Jesus 
told his disciples to explain God’s all-encompassing love and 
care for us.

August 7—The Pharisee and the Tax Collector; Luke 18:9-14
Story: Jesus contrasts the self-righteous prayer of a Pharisee 
and the repentant prayer of the tax collector. He praises the 
tax collectors humble heart.
Faith Focus: Be humble.

August 14—The Bread of Life; John 6:35-51
Story: Jesus calls himself the Bread of Life, and he will satisfy 
the hunger and thirst of all who came before him.
Faith Focus: Jesus gives us life.

August 21—The Good Shepherd; John 10:1-18
Story: Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd and said he 
would lay down his life for his sheep.
Faith Focus: The Good Shepherd knows us and cares for us.

August 28—The vine and the branches; John 15:1-17
Story: Jesus calls himself the true vine of God, and his 
followers are the branches. God is glorified by branches that 
bear good fruit.
Faith Focus: We abide in Jesus.

Introducing Youth Program Coordinator Misty Town
How do you do? My name 

is Misty Town and I 
am the new Youth Program 
Coordinator for Hillsdale 
Community Church, UCC. I 
am excited to become a part 
of your church, and look 
forward to getting to know 
all of you better over the next 
few months.

As for me, I come from the 
great state of Kansas, though 
I’ve lived now in Oregon for 
10 years. I have worked with 
youth of all ages for several 
years. I am currently the 
Educational Coordinator 
for the Wilsonville YMCA. I 
have also worked for the last 

few years as a professional 
clown, aka “Dilly Pickles.” As 
a clown, I do face painting, 
balloon creations, and put on 
a magic show.

My partner Michele 
and I live in Wilsonville 
and are raising our three 
girls, Kayla (16), Kendall 
(11), and Morgan (9). Our 
life is pretty hectic with 
me working and going to 
school to finish my BS in 
Organizational Management 
and Leadership, and Michele 
interning at MacLaren while 
going to school to obtain 
her certificate in Drug and 
Alcohol Counseling. In fall 

of 2012, I intend to 
enroll at Iliff School 
of Theology to begin 
working on my 
Masters in Divinity.

I am delighted 
to become a part of 
your community, 
and pleased to have 
such a wonderful 
opportunity to 
grow spiritually at 
HCCUCC. If you 
have questions, ideas, 
or just want to chat, 
feel free to contact 
me at: misty@
hillsdaleucc.org or 
971-533-2271.
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Helping Hands Help the Homeless
Doreen’s Place (formerly 

Glisan Street) homeless 
shelter ministry is a year-
round, once-a-month 
commitment for our church. 
Each second Monday, a 
group prepares and serves a 
meal to 90 homeless men at 
Transition Projects.

It takes all kinds of 
resources 
to prepare 
and serve 
the meal: 
money to 
buy the food, folks to do the 
shopping, folks who donate 
food, a team of people who 
prepare the food, and a group 
that transports and serves the 
food at the shelter.

Heartfelt thanks go to the 
many volunteers who have 
helped to make HCC’s ministry 
possible this past year.

The cooks have been on a 
rotating cooking schedule. 
Kudos, for a job well done, 
to: Julie Bishop, Carol Doyle, 
Nayan Fleenor, Liz Joyce, 

Elizabeth Karkosky, Becky 
Meier, Anita Moss, Marty 
Murray, Barbara Raz, Kathy 
Schneller, Patti Todd, Barbara 
Van Amerongen, and Cindy 
Van Loo.  

Just as important are those 
who transport the meal to the 
facility and cheerfully serve 
the meal and do the clean-up. 

Special thanks to: John Biskey, 
John Butler, Mike Butler, RD 
Floyd, Candi Malone, Max 
Malone, Jack Morby, Howard 
Pigg, Aspen Sheehan, Wayne 
Trosper, Carol Weber, and 
Mike Van Loo. 

If you would like to help 
cook the meals for the shelter 
during this next year (Sep-
tember 2011 through August 
2012), please contact Barbara 
Raz (503-244-7153 or braz@
teleport.com). It requires 
approximately a three-hour 

afternoon 
commit-
ment (3:00 
p.m. to 6:00 
p.m.) once 
every three or four months, 
on the second Monday of the 
month. The meal is prepared 
in our church kitchen by a 
team of three or four people.  

We also need people to go 
to the shelter to help serve 
the meal. Please contact 
Jack Morby (503-293-9058 
or morby517@aol.com) 

to learn more. 
Serving requires 
about a 90-minute 
commitment (6:30 
to 8:00 p.m.) in 

the evening on the second 
Monday of the month. There 
is a team of five or six people 
who work together to do the 
serving each month.

Our church family 
has always sought out 
opportunities to share God’s 
love and to make a difference 
in our community.

Adult Ed Embraces New Format
The Sunday morning adult 

education class is mixing 
it up this year. Rather than 
offering one long course 
as in the past, there will be 
several short series offered 
throughout the year. You are 
welcome to drop in once, 
or attend every time. As we 
always say, you are invited 
to join the class no matter 
where you are life’s journey, 
so no previous experience or 
knowledge is required. Pop 
into the Library at 9:15 each 
Sunday and together we’ll 
explore topics like Uppity 
Women of the Bible; Why 
Marriage Equality Matters; 
Living Generously, Joyfully, 
and Simply; Connecting 
Threads around the World 

through UCC Global 
Ministries; Advent Spiritual 
Practices; Islam; and the 
Seven Vices (and a few 
Virtues, too). 

Join us! Coffee is on at 9:30 
or so, and childcare is offered 
every week. To prepare for 
this change, the class is on 
a break during August, and 
will begin with those Uppity 
Biblical Women on Sunday, 
September 11.

Do you have questions or 
ideas for a future series you 
would like to see? Check with 
a member of the Adult Ed 
Task Force: Nayan Fleenor, 
Dennis Frengle, Becky Meier, 
Drake Mitchell, Jim Ruyle, 
Elaine Walser-Clark, or 
Pastor Jennifer.

Day of Ritual Honors Women
Women of all ages and 

nations are invited 
to attend an uplifting, 
joyous, interfaith ceremony 
to celebrate, empower, 
and honor women of all 
ages and the journey from 
maidenhood to matronhood 
to elderhood.

Women of all spiritual 
paths, ages, and life 
experiences are strongly 
encouraged to participate, 
because as we honor our 
commonality and diversity, 
so do we nourish our Mother 
Earth, our sacred home. 

Please invite relatives and 
friends to accompany you, but 
as this is a women’s ceremony, 
kindly leave home men folk, 
children, and babies.

This year’s ceremony 
will be held Saturday, 
August 13, beginning at 9:00 
in the morning and finishing 
around 2:00 in the afternoon. 
It will take place out of doors 
at the home of JJ Crow.

For more information 
(including directions), 
please contact JJ Crow at 
owlmedicine@comcast.net or 
503-484-6851

“Love and kindness are never wasted. 
They always make a difference.” 
 —Barbara DeAngelis

Celebrate Multnomah Days
Hillsdale children, 

youth, and families—
mark your calendars for 
Multnomah Days! On 
Saturday, August 20, we will 
be celebrating along with 
our neighborhood. Watch 

for more details to come, as 
our exact plans are still in the 
dreaming stages. Who knows? 
Dilly Pickles (aka new Youth 
Program Coordinator Misty 
Town) might even make an 
appearance!



tidings 5

August 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

3
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:00p Tai Chi Picnic, Ewing 

home

4
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

5 6
 

7
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

8
 Doreen’s Place Meal 

(formerly Glisan St)

9
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

10 11
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, Maria Dunlop’s 
home

12 13
8-12 Grauer Back-to-

School Project 
Distribution, St. Luke 
Lutheran Church

14
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11:45a Worship God Joyfully 
Meeting, LIB

15 16
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Foundation Meeting, 
WORK

7:00p Consistory Meeting, LIB

17
12:00p Tidings Deadline

18
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

19 20
10:00a Multnomah Days 

Parade
5:00p Summer Picnic, Walser-

Clark Home

21
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11:45a Celebration Sunday, FH

22
7:00p Grounds Group 

Meeting, LIB

23
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Book Club, PO

24
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

7:00p Stephen Ministry 
Training, LIB

25
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

26 27
11:00a Memorial Service for 

Glenna Walser, SANC

28
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

29 30
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

31 september 1
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

2 3

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Upper Parking Lot PO=Pastor’s Office SANC=Sanctuary WORK=Workroom

Floor Cleaning — No Fellowship Hall Use

Floor Cleaning — No Fellowship Hall Use
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld and Gracie McManus

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Building and Grounds Working on Return to Eden by Patti Brandon

How do you like the 
groomed lawns and 

grassy areas surrounding the 
church? We hope you are 
pleased that they are being 
kept in control this year. Our 
committee is very grateful 
to the HCC Foundation 
for funding the hiring of a 
mowing service to help with 
this need. The mowing will 
continue over the next several 
months until we reach a time 
of year when the grass slows 
its growth.

Mike VanLoo and Jack 
Morby worked very hard to 
build the gravel pad at the 
Trimet bus stop on California 
St. and Capitol Hwy. Thanks, 
guys! We know the neighbors 
are grateful. They told us.

New signs have been 
posted on announcing 
“Backyard Habitat 
Certification in Progress.” In 
the spring of this year, several 
HCC members began talking 
about improvement of the 
grounds that surround our 
church. A group of interested 
and willing members 
began meeting in May to 
discuss options for grounds 
improvement. A member of 
our committee, Jim Ruyle, 
at the request of Ecumenical 
Ministries of Oregon, has 
been visiting churches in the 
area that have engaged in 
watershed and native species 
gardening projects. EMO is 
planning a handbook on this 
subject and a future workshop 

at our church. 
We have been planning 

the evaluation and 
recommendations for 
returning our property to its 
native habitat. This project 
will help us learn how to 
identify and remove invasive 
plants and weeds, begin the 
process of naturescaping 
with plants native to Oregon, 
begin to develop storm water 
management, and become 
wildlife stewards of our 
natural heritage now and for 
future generations.

The committee is now 
working with a variety of 
governmental resources 
for evaluations and 
recommended sources to help 
with the slow transformation 

of our property back to its 
native state.

If you would like to know 
more about the project, talk to 
Patti Brandon, Mike VanLoo, 
Pat Stenaros, Elizabeth 
Karkosky, Clyde Saylor, or Jim 
Ruyle.

Pastor Jennifer has planted 
a native garden in front of the 
church. Ask her to tell you 
about it!

We are in need of a few 
members to meet, identify, 
and prioritize projects that 
will improve, maintain, 
and upgrade our beautiful 
building. Please consider this 
opportunity to serve HCC 
in this way. Contact Patti 
Brandon at 503-246-5354 for 
more information.


