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Worship at HCC 
August 2012

August 5
The Things that Make for Peace in 
Our Community
Romans 12:9-21
2 Samuel 12:1-6

August 12
John 6:35, 41-51
Ephesians 4:25–5:2

August 19
Boy David/King David
Anointing of a King
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13

August 26
Boy David/King David
Boy and Stone
1 Samuel 17:32-49

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.

Transition Projects Helps Hungry
Have you ever been really, really 

hungry? Few of us have ever had that 
experience, but there are many in our 
community who experience such hunger 
each day.

Doreen’s Place, a homeless shelter 
run by Transition Projects, is a place 
where homeless men can go to have 
an evening meal and a bed for the 
night. Our church has committed to 
serving a meal at this shelter once a 
month. It takes all kinds of resources 
to prepare and serve the meal for 
approximately 100 men: money to buy the 
food, folks to do the shopping, folks who 
donate food, a team of people who prepare 
the food, and a group who transport and 
serve the food at the shelter. 

Heartfelt thanks go to the many 
volunteers who have helped to make HCC’s 
ministry possible this past year. The cooks 
have been on a rotating cooking schedule. 
Kudos, for a job well done, to: Julie Bishop, 
Carol Doyle, Nayan Fleenor, Paul Gonzales, 
Liz Joyce, Elizabeth Karkosky, Becky Meier, 
Anita Moss, Marty Murray, Barbara Raz, 
Jane Sayler, 
Barbara Van 
Amerongen, 
and Cindy 
Van Loo. 

There 
is also a 
team that 
transports the meal to the facility and 
cheerfully serves the meal to the men. 
Special thanks to: John Biskey, Mike Butler 
and his family members, RD Floyd, Max 

Malone, Jack Morby, Howard Pigg, Wayne 
Trosper, and Mike Van Loo. 

If you would like to help cook the 
meals for the shelter during this next year 

(September 2012 through 
August 2013), please 
contact Barbara Raz 
(503-244-7153 or 
braz@teleport.com). 
It requires 
approximately a 
3½ hour afternoon 

commitment (3:00 to 
6:30 p.m.) once every three 

or four months, on the second Monday 
of the month. The meal is prepared in our 
church kitchen by a team of three or four 
people, and usually includes a casserole, 
salad or cooked vegetable, rolls, fruit, 
dessert, and milk. 

If you would be willing to go to the 
shelter to help serve a meal, please contact 
Jack Morby (503-293-9058 or morby517@
aol.com). Serving requires about a 1½ 
hour commitment in the evening (6:30 to 
8:00 p.m.) on the second Monday of the 

month. There is a team 
of five to six people who 
work together to do the 
serving each month. It 
would be a great service 
experience for a family to 
do together!

Our church family 
has always sought out opportunities to 
share God’s love and to do what we can to 
alleviate suffering in our community. Here’s 
an opportunity for you to help!

There is hunger for ordinary bread, and 
there is hunger for love, for kindness, 

for thoughtfulness; and this is the great 
poverty that makes people suffer so much. 

—Mother Teresa
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Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell 

In these dog days of summer, 
some words on rest from 

David Lose, as found at 
workingpreacher.org

“And he said to them, 
‘Come away to a deserted 
place all by yourselves and 
rest awhile.’ ” Rest. A break 
from all the bustle and 
activity. Rest. A chance to 
renew, to stop, to slow. Rest. 
An end of work, if only 
for a little while. Rest. An 
opportunity to stop doing that 
you may simply be. Rest.

What a beautiful word!
So much is packed into 

Jesus’ simple invitation and I 
have been a little surprised at 
my own very strong reaction 
to it. The only thing I can 
explain it by is that I have 
filled my life—for years, I 
suspect, but especially of 
late—with so much activity, 
so much work, so many 
obligations that the very idea 
of rest is enough to grip my 
entire being. Don’t get me 
wrong: this isn’t a complaint. I 
love my life and would rather 

be busy than not. It’s more an 
observation that somewhere 
in all the writing and teaching 
and traveling and parenting 
and all the other things that 
make up a blessedly hectic 
life, I think I’ve forgotten how 
to rest.

And I suspect that I’m not 
alone.

…listen again to Jesus’ 
simple invitation to “Come 
away to a deserted place all by 
yourselves and rest awhile.” 
This is not just an invitation to 
take an afternoon off or go on 
vacation, though those may 
be important elements. This 
is an invitation to loosen our 
shackles and climb out of the 
cages we’ve constructed from 
a culturally-fed belief that 
more is the ticket to happiness 
and that work is the ticket to 
more.

...here’s what I’d counsel, 
invite, implore, and even 
beseech you to consider. Tell 
others about our need to rest. 
Tell them about the slavery we 
call success and the rat race 

we call 
modern 
life. Ask 
them to 
be honest 
about how much time they 
spend together and spend 
outdoors and spend enjoying 
all the things they’ve worked 
so hard to attain. Remind 
them that God desires more 
for them. Remind them 
that life—abundant life—
doesn’t consist of merely 
more and more and more, 
that “abundant” ultimately 
isn’t a quantitative term 
but a qualitative one…
It won’t be easy—many 
of us may have to give up 
some of the destructive yet 
oddly attractive habits we’ve 
acquired; but who knows, 
along with what we lose we 
may just find our lives again.”

I pray for all of in these 
summer days, that you receive 
a rest that deeply refreshes.

See you in church!

Parking 
Permitted!
You may have noticed 

some new parking signs 
against the hedge in the front 
parking lot, 
advising of 
the need 
for a permit 
if you are 
parking 
in the lot. 
During the 
work week, 
R&H Colas Construction 
has rented the spots along 
the hedge and in the lower 
part of the lot while they 
continue work at Stephens 
Creek Crossing. R&H Colas 
has already begun rental 
payments of $1,000 per 
month for use of those spots, 
so this rental is an excellent 
source of income for the 
church. If you need to use 
the lot for church business 
during the day, please use the 
spots between the two islands 
nearest the office door. The 
entire parking lot is available 
for church use on weekends 
and evenings. If you have 
any questions or concerns 
about the parking lot rental, 
please speak with Jon von 
Behren or another member of 
Consistory.

Tracy Barnowe to Be Ordained
You are invited to the 

solemn vows and festive 
celebration as Tracy Barnowe 
is ordained in Christian 
ministry on Saturday, 
August 18, at 10:00 a.m.

Support and celebration 
of seminary has been an 
important part of the ministry 
of this church for the last 
several years. By supporting 
two young pastors (Tracy 
and Mark Roberts), we have 
affirmed our commitment as 
a congregation to the future 
of the church, not only our 
congregation here at Hillsdale 

Community Church UCC, 
but also the denomination as 
a whole. 

Our support of Tracy—
both financial and spiritual—
has been vital to her growth 
as a pastor as she completed 
her seminary education. 
During her yearly visits, we 
have watched her grow into 
a mature and gifted preacher 
and teacher. Now, we are 
ready to launch her into a new 
chapter, as she takes her first 
call as interim minister at a 
church in California. 

Her ordination is a 

celebration of Tracy, and also 
of our congregation, as we 
rejoice in commitment to the 
ministry of the wider church 
and the church of the future. 
The ordination is a festive and 
solemn service of worship 
to which members of the 
church, conference delegates, 
Tracy’s loved ones, ecumenical 
partners, and YOU are invited.

The service will be followed 
by a luncheon reception in 
Tracy’s honor. Please contact 
Paul Gonzales (503-234-8600) 
if you are available to help 
with the reception.

Recycling 
Reminder
Please remember to 

sign the log sheet every 
time you bring compact 
fluorescent bulbs or batteries 
for recycling. Metro requires 
documentation that the items 
for recycling have come from 
private homes.
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Back to Eden Planning Project for Children by Patti Brandon

The Back to Eden group is 
continuing work to return 

the church grounds back to 
our native environment. 

We’ve now decided it’s time 
to get the younger population 
of the church involved in the 
project. Involving children 
in the design, creation, and 
maintenance of a backyard 

habitat is a great way for kids 
to see and understand the 
role that wildlife plays in their 
community. The kids will 
have the opportunity to see 
our flora and fauna return to 
our surrounding area. The 
children will hopefully be 
able to see a butterfly lifecycle 
that begins with the larval 

stage (or caterpillar) that later 
transforms into the brightly-
colored flying adults; the two 
stages require very distinct 
food sources, and different 
species are often very picky 
eaters! This is so exciting!

Our plan is to help the 
children make birdhouses. 
Pat Stenaros is supplying 

the wood, the blueprints are 
selected, and Evan Holt has 
agreed to cut the the wood 
for us. We are in need of adult 
assistants, however. Please 
talk to Patti Brandon if you 
can help a lending hand 
and hammer. Our project is 
planned for the end of August 
or early September.

Chris Sessions delights a crowd of Hillsdale Community Church members and music lovers with his magic tricks and humor before a 
concert at Peace Village.

“By breath, by blood, by body, by Spirit, we are all one…” Sara Thomsen and partner Paula Pederson sing with Peace Village on Thursday, July 19.
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August 2012
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

1:30p Tai Chi FH

2
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

3 4

5
9:15a Adult Ed Class LIB

10:30a Communion 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

11:45a Congregational Info 
Session - Visioning 
SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

6
10:30a Bible Study LIB

7
6:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

2:00p Prayer Group PO 

8
1:30p Tai Chi FH

9
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

10 11

12
9:15a Adult Ed Class LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

13
 Transition Projects 

Meal BUD

10:30a Bible Study LIB

14
6:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

2:00p Prayer Group PO 

15
1:30p Tai Chi FH

16
 Tidings Deadline
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

5:30p Ministry Night FH

17 18
 Multnomah Days
10:00a Tracy Barnowe 

Ordination SANC

2:00p Sherman Hess 
Memorial Service 
SANC

19
9:15a Adult Ed Class LIB

10:30a Worship Service SANC

12:00p Summer Picnic, Dennis 
and Trudi Frengle’s Home

20
10:30a Bible Study LIB

21
6:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

5:00p Prayer Group PO 

7:00p Consistory LIB

22
1:30p Tai Chi FH

23
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

24 25

26
9:15a Adult Ed Class LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

11:45a Stephen Ministry 
Information 
Meeting FH

27
10:30a Bible Study LIB

28
6:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

2:00p Prayer Group PO 

29
1:30p Tai Chi FH

30
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

6:00p Back to Choir Party 
CR

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

31

BUD=Bud Clark Commons, 655 NW Hoyt St CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library

LOT=Upper Parking Lot MULT=Multnomah Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy SANC=Sanctuary
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Members 
Provide 
Visioning 
Feedback
The visioning process is 

continuing. More than 60 
members and friends of the 
church were interviewed one-
on-one during June and July. 
The information gathered 
is being collated, and a first 
round of conversation about 
our findings will be August 5. 
Several of you had very 
specific suggestions—thank 
you for those!

One suggestion was to 
release a yearly calendar at 
the beginning of the program 
year. We will do this in 
September. If you have any 
event in the works, please let 
the church office know the 
dates, so we can include it on 
the church calendar. 

Youth Corner
Children’s Sunday School
Continuing our summer theme to “Seek Peace and Pursue 
It,” the children will hear stories of God’s people showing 
kindness and fairness to all. We will explore ways to follow 
Jesus and make peace in our own communities.
August 5 • A Community of Peacemakers
Romans 12:9-21
Faith focus: Treat others with kindness.
August 12 • Respect Everyone
James 2:1-13
Faith focus: Treat everyone fairly.
August 19 • Claim a Vision of Peace
Isaiah 2:1-3
Faith focus: God’s ways are peaceful ways.
August 26 • A Time of Peace
Zechariah 8:1-8
Faith focus: The church can be a model of God’s peace.

Traveling the World by nayan fleenor

Thank you to everyone who 
shared items from other 

countries or helped in many 
ways for the Spring Assembly 
“Passport to the World.” We 
had six rooms of the church 
decorated to each represent 
a Global Ministries region 

of the world. The rooms 
were filled with objects and 
information about how the 
UCC is helping serve God’s 
people in many, many ways. 
About 150 people travelled 
from room to room to learn 
more about our world.

If you would like to keep 
learning more about our 
UCC worldwide connections, 
please contact Nayan 
Fleenor and the HCC Make 
a Difference Team. One 
of our team’s goals is to be 
informed and help share that 

knowledge with the church. 
We would love some new 
enthusiasm and ideas for how 
HCC can make a difference 
in God’s world. The team will 
meet next on Ministry Night, 
Thursday, August 16, from 
5:30-7:00.

Help Fill the Needs of Students
Have you noticed the 

white barrel in the 
Narthex the last few weeks? 
We have been collecting 
school supplies for the 
Grauer Back-To-School 
Project which provides 
a backpack with basic 
school supplies to students 
in need in the Wilson 
Cluster. Though the 
collection ended July 30, 
you can still be involved.

If you are available to 
help out with sorting and 
organizing, there will be 
many opportunities in 
early August up until the 
Distribution Day on the 
morning of August 11. 
Many volunteers are needed 
at various times. You can 
contact coordinator Karen 
Perkins at 503-963-6422 or 
HCC coordinator Cindy 
Van Loo at 503-245-3890.

Friday the 13th 
Picnic Brings 
Good Luck
The Friendship Builders 

held their summer picnic 
on the church’s new patio 
on Friday, July 13, with 19 
attending. If you were there, 
you know what a great time 
we had.

The sun cooperated, so we 
ate outside. As usual, food was 
the highlight of the day. After 
lunch, games of cribbage, 
dominos, and bananagrams 
were enjoyed by the group. 
Ruth Rusnak won first prize 
in the word game. It was nice 
to have three of our newer 
church members—Ruth 
Rusnak, Cathy Thomas, Patty 
Harding—join us.

Our Christmas dinner 
and auction will be held 
November 9. Watch for details 
in the coming months.

Thank you for your many kind expressions of 

comfort and sympathy following the death of my 

sister. The bouquet that was sent for my sister’s 

memorial service in Denver was very lovely. I am so 

grateful to be a part of a church family that lavishes 

care and lends support during a difficult time.

I was blessed to have a sister whom I loved and 

respected and with whom I enjoyed spending time. 

I miss her so much.
In gratitude,
Barbara Raz



Stephen Minister Training Set for September
In response to the growing 

needs of our congregation 
for individual care, the 
Stephen Ministry program 
is beginning a class in 
September to train additional 
Stephen Ministers.

Eighteen months ago, 
Hillsdale Community Church 
UCC discerned a need for 
additional long-term support 
for its members, assisting the 
pastor and the congregation. 
We embarked on a journey 
to bring a Stephen Ministry 
program to Hillsdale. At 
that time, four Stephen 
Leaders and five Stephen 
Ministers were trained. 
After completing their 

training last October, the five 
ministers have been caring 
for numerous members of the 
congregation and others as 
these folks dealt with illness, 
grief, relationship issues, 
aging/end-of-life issues, 
and other concerns. As this 
ministry has become wider 
known in our congregation, 
the request for such care has 
increased. It has become 
apparent to the Stephen 
Leaders, including Pastor 
Jennifer, through prayer 
and discernment, that more 
Stephen Ministers are needed 
to meet the growing needs 
of our church family and 
friends.

Our Stephen Leaders—
Carol Doyle, Dennis Frengle, 
Lynn Walser-Clark, and 
Pastor Jennifer—will be 
contacting men and women 
in our congregation to ask 
them to consider applying to 
become Stephen Ministers. 
The 50 hours of training 
will run from September 21, 
2012, through February 25, 
2013, with a holiday break 
from November 12 through 
January 10.

If you are contacted by 
one of these leaders, or 
have been trying to decide 
what area of ministry God 
is calling you to embrace, 
please consider this call. If 

you want to know more about 
what it means to be a Stephen 
Minister, talk with one of our 
five ministers—Trudi Raz 
Frengle, Rebecca Holt, Margy 
Kleger, Diane Nelson, or 
Mike Van Loo.

The care receivers you 
would work with would be 
blessed, the congregation 
would be blessed by the 
prayer and support you 
provide, and you would be 
blessed in ways unimaginable 
from where you sit today. 
Pray about it. Ask for God’s 
guidance, and be open to the 
call “…to tend the flock of 
God that is in your charge.” 
(1 Peter 9:2)
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld, Gracie McManus

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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