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tidings
Worship at HCCUCC 
August 2014
Sunday worship services begin at 10:30.

August 3
Holy Communion
Genesis 32:22-31
Wrestling With God

August 10
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
Freedom Song

August 17
Genesis 45:1-15
Oh, Brother

August 24
Jim Ruyle Preaching

August 31
Exodus 3:1-15
Holy Ground

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. 
An electronic version is available 
at www.hillsdaleucc.org. Send a 
request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to our email list. Tidings 
is edited and designed by Tim Ditch.

Help Kids Around 
the World by nayan fleenor

We can help kids in impoverished 
schools, refugee camps, or other 

difficult settings with some of the basic 
tools for learning. The UCC works with 
Church World Service which stores 
various preassembled kits to be shipped 
at a moment’s notice as the need arises. 
However, because of the crisis in Syria, 
stock supplies of school kits have dwindled, 
and the UCC Disaster Ministries team is 
hoping financial aid offered to support 
congregations will kick-start the effort to 
restocking these essential supplies.

HCC will apply for a matching grant 
of $250 to help fund this project. HCC 
can donate the value of the supplies in the 
kits (or cash for others to go shopping) 
or large remnants of material for making 
the book bags, and the grant of $250 will 
help fund the shipping costs (both to the 
CWS warehouse and then overseas) and 
some of the needed materials. Our goal 
is to assemble at least 50 kits. To see what 
it would cost, I went and purchased the 
items on the list and with the sale prices 
it was just under $5 of supplies. However, 
my suggestion is that you get several of 
just a few things on the list. Probably in 
September we will have a time with the 
older children helping to assemble the kits.

To assemble one school kit, we will need:
• One pair of blunt metal scissors 

(rounded tip)
• Three 70-count spiral notebooks or 

notebooks totaling 200-210 pages (no 
loose-leaf or filler paper)

• One 30-centimeter ruler (12ʺ)
• One hand-held pencil sharpener

• One large eraser
• Six new pencils with erasers
• One box of 24 crayons (only 24)
All the school supplies are then put in 

individual cloth bags for the children. I am 
hoping members of the congregation who 
sew will help with this part of the project, 
either by donating child-appropriate cotton 
or lightweight canvas, or by helping sew the 
bags. There is a pattern available to follow. 
The bags are 12ʺ×14ʺ to 14ʺ×17ʺ finished 
size cotton or lightweight canvas with cloth 
handles. (Please, no reusable shopping bags 
or backpacks.)

If you would like to help sew the bags or 
box up the kits for shipping or get involved 
in this project more than just contributing 
supplies, please contact Nayan Fleenor at 
503-645-6132.

Congregational 
Meeting Called
The Consistory gives notice of a brief 

informational congregational meeting 
to occur Sunday, August 24, in the 
Sanctuary immediately following worship. 
The purpose of this meeting is to provide 
updated information on proposed building 
renovations and the capital campaign to 
fund those renovations. 

Just Peace Church?  
During Lent, the soup supper 

discussions focused on our calling 
as Christian witnesses for God’s wish for 
peace and justice in the world. We learned 
that range of issues to which we are called 
includes environmental justice, racial 
justice, economic justice, LGBT issues, 



tidings2
women’s issues, poverty, settling disputes without violence, 
and much more. Some of us are hoping that this conversation 
can continue this summer and fall, and eventually look 
the possibility that Hillsdale Community Church consider 
declaring itself a Just Peace Church. If you would like to be 
part of that conversation, please contact Gary Roberts or the 
church office.

Celebrate 104 Years!
Edythe Connolly’s 104th birthday is Sunday, August 10! 

There will be a birthday party for her from 1:00 to 2:00 on 
that day. You are invited to come and help her celebrate a life 
well-lived. Edythe lives at West Hills Assisted Living, 5701 
SW Multnomah Blvd. Please carpool if possible, as parking is 
limited. RSVP to Margy Kleger if you plan to attend.

From the Pastor by Jennifer Brownell

In these days when bad news seems to be 
all we see in the world around us, I rejoice 

in this good news—that we are one part 
of a larger community of faith that cares 
and, from that caring, acts. In that spirit of 
gratitude, I share with you this Open Letter 
on Child Refugees from our brothers and sisters in Christ in 
the national setting of the United Church of Christ.  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The Council of Conference Ministers of the United Church 

of Christ and the Collegium of Officers offer this open letter 
to the church in response to the flood of child refugees coming 
to the United States from Central America. We write it in 
solidarity with our sister churches in the Southern California/
Nevada Conference, the Southwest Conference, and the South 
Central Conference whose boundaries are coterminous with our 
neighbors to the South.

We have all been watching over the last weeks child refugees 
by the tens of thousands risk life and limb to flee violence and 
poverty in their homeland, hoping to find safety in America. The 
story of this land being rich with possibility can be heard even by 
children in far away lands. It is the same story that we heard with 
pride when we were children. It stirs their hearts, as it did ours, 
and compels them to leave everything behind except for the hope 
that it might be true.

It is fast becoming apparent, however, that the collective will 
to care for these children is far below whatever expectations they 
might have had. For them, the story that fostered such hope is met 
with profound disappointment as once in the US they are being 
detained, disgraced, and deported—treated more like criminals, 
terrorists, and threats than children, refugees, and victims of 
unspeakable horror.

As leaders in this denomination, we stand in solidarity with 
the children who seek refuge here. Our churches are fast becoming 

part of a network built to respond to these overwhelming needs. 
We cannot meet these needs alone. We are seeking to forge 
partnerships with those who are just as moved by the courage 
and suffering of these children, and who wish to extend to them 
love, comfort, and justice.

Deeply aware not just of our own immigrant stories and roots, 
but also of the clear biblical imperative to care for the stranger 
in our midst, we invite all settings and all leaders of the United 
Church of Christ to respond in any of the following ways:

• Pray for the children who seek refuge across our southern 
border, and see in them the face of Christ;

• Support with your donations organizations that house, 
clothe, feed, educate, and provide medical care to the refugee 
children; 

• Write to your elected Representatives and share with them 
your concern for these children, asking them not to see them as a 
threat to us or as criminals;

• Stay alert to emerging opportunities to respond to the needs 
of the refugee children. One good source can be found here on the 
UCC website.

• Prayerfully consider sermons, newsletter articles, adult and 
youth classes that articulate a narrative of care for the stranger 
and alien among us.

The United Church of Christ has a long and proud history of 
demonstrating courage in the struggle for justice and peace. Now, 
as ever, our resolve is being tested. It is with a good deal of hope 
and courage that we face this injustice. Let the actions forged by 
our compassion silence the voices of hatred and fear that ring 
right now in the ears of these precious children of God. Let them 
know we are Christians by our love.

We are one with you in Christ.
Sincerely,
The United Church of Christ Collegium of Officers and the 

Council of Conference Ministers

With her permission, I am sharing this update from 
Rev. Tracy Barnowe.  

Hello Pastor Jennifer!
I hope this note finds you well and in good spirits. I am at a 

bittersweet point in my life because, while I am ecstatic about my 
new call as a settled minister (at First Congregational Church 
San Rafael, Calif., www.fccsanrafael.org), I am also terribly sad 
to be withdrawing my membership from Hillsdale Community 
Church, UCC.  

I would like to come up and say goodbye before I start my new 
position, and my daughters and I have one weekend available: 
August 17. I am hoping I might have a chance to share some brief 
thank you’s with the congregation. I am also hoping that you and 
I might stay in contact, as I still often feel like a fledgling minister 
and appreciate your thoughtful advice.

I have so appreciated my time at Hillsdale, and this year 
marks the 16th year since I moved in next door and asked 
Mollie Cook to take me one Sunday. As I was reflecting back 
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I realized that this church has seen me through a marriage, 
college, a miscarriage, two children, a call to ministry, seminary 
in Oregon, a move to California, a divorce, two seminary degrees 
in California, my ordination, and my first call. I am deeply 
appreciative of all of the prayers, support, gifts for my children 
and for my seminary expenses, the cards and letters (especially 
the cards that arrive for every holiday from Barbara Raz to my 
children), for those who served as references, and most especially 
for the friendships that I have made. I am also so very grateful 
for you as my minister and my role-model as I follow my path 
through ministry and in a very difficult first call. 

I will continue my pledge and automatic withdrawals through 
the end of the fiscal year (December 2014) and will tell you that 
after so many years of the church supporting me emotionally, 
spiritually, and financially, it has been an absolute joy to be able 
to give back with a tithe. There is no way that I could ever repay 
everything that Hillsdale Community Church has given me, or 
the difference this community has made in my life. However, it 
has been a pleasure to know that I was in my own small way 
supporting the ministries that are making the same positive 
difference in other peoples’ lives.

Many blessings,
Tracy 

CPCUCC to Host Annual Meeting
The 2014 Annual Meeting of the Central Pacific Conference 

of the United Church of Christ will be held in Pendleton, 
September 26-28.

The people of the CPC Climate Action Network are 
actively working with the Annual Meeting planning team to 
make this a meaningful and action-generating event for our 
congregations in response to questions like these…

• How does the church need to change in order to meet the 

ecological and theological emergency that the climate crisis 
poses to humanity?

• What are our churches called upon to be and do in this 
world in which our own actions threaten our survival and the 
survival of our planet?

• What new or repurposed practices, sacraments, liturgies, 
education, and mission are required of us?

Not for Delegates Only!
Dave Sutton, chair of the 2014 CPCUCC Annual Meeting 

Planning Team, shares reasons why those who are not 
delegates should attend CPC Annual Meetings…

Of course each congregation’s delegates attend because there 
is important conference business to be dealt with. But for the 
two whole days, we’re together only three sessions, totaling 
about four hours, devoted to those matters. What else happens?

Each year there’s an inspiring keynote speaker who starts 
Saturday with challenging insights related to that year’s theme. 
This year’s speaker is Dr. Larry Rasmussen, Professor Emeritus 
of Social Ethics at Union Theological Seminary and author of 
Earth-honoring Faith: Religious Ethics in a New Key, who will 
get us focused on our theme. A 45-minute Q&A follows his 
address (and he’ll also give the sermon at Sunday’s worship 
service).

In addition, there are nearly 20 different workshops in three 
sessions so you’ll have a chance to attend three. Many of these 
will be on the church’s response to the climate crisis, but others, 
ranging from the theoretical to the practical, make for lively 
learning.

There’s great fellowship (at great meals and elsewhere), and 
the chance to renew yourself and be an even greater asset to 
your congregation than you are today.

Did I mention that we have fun, too?

We’re Raising Our Welcome!
Watch for exciting news about HCCUCC’s capital campaign 

for accessibility improvements to our church building.
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Receptionist Kathy Schneller (kathy@hillsdaleucc.org) Custodian Terry Cornell Child Care Providers Julia Miller, Chris Sessions

2014 Consistory Members: Bob Brandon, President (503-313-0056 · Bob.Brandon@ltic.com); Carl Wamser, Vice-
President (503-504-4296 · wamserc@pdx.edu); Erica Johnson, Past President, Share Christ’s Word (503-341-7821 · 
ericaljohnson@gmail.com); Drake Mitchell, Treasurer (240-672-1738 · drakem@pdx.edu); Nayan Fleenor, At-Large, 
Make a Difference (503-645-6132 · nayan@mindspring.com); Ruthanne Rusnak, At-Large, Fellowship (503-701-2462 · 
xiiicatsold@yahoo.com); Cathy Thomas, At-Large, Worship (503-246-9509 · elefun@aol.com)

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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A brief congregational meeting will take 
place following worship on Sunday, August 24
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

4 5
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

6
10:00a Loaves and Fishes MC

1:30p Tai Chi R4

7
9:00a Walking Group UL

8 9

10
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

11
 Transition Projects/

Hoyt St Meal BC

6:30p Bible Study MH

12
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

7:00p Consistory Meeting MH

13
9:30a CET Meeting MH

1:30p Tai Chi R4

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group MD

14
9:00a Walking Group UL

15 16

17
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

18 19
 Tidings Deadline
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

20
1:00p Tai Chi Picnic EH

21
9:00a Walking Group UL

22 23

24
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

11:30a Congregational 
Meeting SA

12:00p CET Meeting MH

25
6:30p Bible Study MH

26
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

27 28
9:00a Walking Group UL

29 30

31
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

september 1
 Labor Day

2
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

3
10:00a Loaves and Fishes MC

4
9:00a Walking Group UL

5 6

BC=Bud Clark Commons (655 NW Hoyt St) CR=Choir Room EH=Home of Robert Ewing (5149 SW 26th Dr) FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch (SW Barbur at 19th)

MH=Mt Hood Room MR=Maple Room MD=Maria Dunlop’s Home (12146 SW 29th Ave) MC=Multnomah Center (7688 SW Capitol Hwy) 

R1=Room 1, Education Wing R4=Room 4, Education Wing SA=Sanctuary UL=Upper Parking Lot


