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106 and Counting! by Margy Kleger

HCC’s oldest living member is Edythe Connolly. Edythe 
turns 106 on August 10! Although she cannot see 

anymore, she loves to know she is remembered by receiving 
cards that her son reads to her. She is quite alert and intelligent, 
always asking for the latest news about Hillsdale Church.

I thought it would be fun to flood her with cards for her birth
day so she can celebrate 106 welllived years. Her address is: 
  Edythe Connolly 
  West Hills Assisted Living 
  5701 SW Multnomah Blvd., Room 35 
  Portland OR 97219

We All Scream for Ice Cream!
Join us after church on Sunday, August 21, for an ice cream 

social in Fellowship Hall. We’ll provide the ice cream, and 
you can bring your favorite toppings—chocolate, caramel, 
whipped cream, crushed cookies, nuts, fresh fruit, pickles. 
Pickles? Sure! If that’s your favorite topping, bring it on!

Next month, we’ll have our annual AllChurch Potluck 
Picnic on Sunday, September 4, right after church. Bring a 
favorite picnic dish to share. We’ll have tables set up with board 
games. Bring the whole family and join the fun!

Pastoral Search Winding Up 
First Set of Tasks by Nancie Wamser

Thank you, HCC congregation, for taking part in the two 
churchwide community conversations. We gathered a lot 

of helpful information about who we are as a faith community 
and what we want to see HCC look like in the future. We 
have collected all the notes and are compiling them into one 
document to share with the entire congregation. If you have a 
response to the conversation report, please be sure to drop us a 
note in the brightly colored box in the Narthex. We also have a 
mail slot in the hallway near the church offices. 

Thank you as well for your enthusiastic responses to both 
our surveys. We are also collating those results and will share 
them with the congregation. With all this information and 
data, we hope to complete the detailed church profile for 
submission by midAugust. This is the document that will be 
provided to each candidate for our called pastor position. Yes, 
it is taking time to prepare the church profile. But it is vital for 
both our church and our next pastor that we take the time to do 
it accurately. We appreciate your support through this arduous 
process.

Pastoral Search Committee: Alexis Hamilton, Chair; Carol 
Doyle; Dennis and Trudi Frengle; Cathy Thomas; Mike Van 
Loo; Nancie Wamser

From the Pastor by Chris Hyde

As your interim pastor, part of my role 
has been to discern how I can help this 

congregation to move into the future in a 
healthy way. Two of my passions in ministry 
are personal emotional health and corporate health. That is 
why several months ago I spoke about church covenants and 
then led the congregation to discuss ideas of putting together 
our own covenant. In the meeting where we gathered and 
people were given the opportunity to give input on what sort 
of statements to put into the covenant, I was thrilled with the 
ideas that were put forth. Those ideas would become the basis 
for Hillsdale Community Church’s covenant.

Dedication and Celebration
Sunday, August 7 

11:45 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall

Come and celebrate the completion of our 
elevator and accessibility improvements
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The ideas given in that meeting were taken to the 

Consistory, which worked for several months on writing and 
editing a proposed covenant based on what was heard at the 
original covenant meeting. That covenant is now complete 
and ready to be proposed to the congregation for approval. I 
am including the covenant here in Tidings for your viewing in 
preparation for the congregational meeting where we will vote 
to approve it.

Please mark your calendars for a special congregational 
meeting on August 28 right after the worship service. We will 
use that time to address the church covenant and to vote on its 
approval. 

Following up on that approval, we plan to have a Service 
of Healing on September 11. The goal of this special worship 
service will be to acknowledge the congregational hurts that 
have happened in the past, to confess the parts we have all 
played in those situations, and to pray for forgiveness and 
healing. At that service, we will also publicly read the new 
church covenant and set it forth as the document that will 
guide our relationships with one another. 

These are important dates in the life of the church and I 
hope you’ll all be a part of this movement towards healing.

—Pastor Chris

Proposed Church Covenant
At Hillsdale Community Church, United Church of Christ, 

we want to honor God in our relationships. Therefore, we 
value and commit to the following:

To Respect each other, ourselves, and all of Creation.
• We will accept differences of opinion, perspective, and 

style, and will embrace the diversity of our spiritual family.
• We choose to be quick to listen, slow to speak, and mindful 

of the words we choose.
• We respect the community God has built at Hillsdale 

Community Church and will avoid creating divisions or factions. 
• We choose to walk hand-in-hand even when we don’t see 

eyetoeye.

To be an Open-Minded spiritual and religious community, 
because God is still speaking.

• We will listen with open minds to the opinions, ideas, and 
concerns of others, and will respond with thoughtfulness and 
sensitivity. We will remember that our church is stronger when 
each person is heard.

• We recognize that disagreements and conflicts are normal 
and natural and are an opportunity for growth. We will strive 
not to let conflicts diminish relationships.

• We choose to learn from one another rather than to 
enforce our particular point of view.

To Communicate kindly, clearly, and directly. 
• We will ask questions to seek understanding, and will 

honor each person’s point of view. 
• We will speak honestly about principles and ideas rather 

than personalities.
• We choose not to gossip, but to speak positively about one 

another.
• We will speak directly to those with whom we have conflict 

rather than complaining to others. We will seek pastoral advice 
in matters where personal safety may be of concern. 

To Serve Others first and be gracious hosts to all who enter 
our community.

• We will remember that we are here to serve others, and 
that means we will be inconvenienced as we carry out God’s 
work in the world.

• We will seek to discover what is best for our church as a 
whole, not just what is best for ourselves or those who think as 
we do.

• We will honor the journeys of all those who walk through 
our doors.

By God’s grace, we commit to loving and serving one another 
and our community. We pray that our life together will be a 
demonstration of the love that Christ has already shown us.

Congregational Meeting Called 
for August 28
The Consistory calls a special congregational meeting 

following the worship service on August 28 to discuss and 
approve the proposed church covenant.

HCCUCC Friendship Tea Coming 
in September by Ruth Rusnak

Marteena Sander and Ruth Rusnak will host English 
Afternoon Tea on Saturday afternoon, September 24. All 

women and men are invited to join us in Fellowship Hall from 
1:00 until 3:00 p.m. The menu includes tea sandwiches, fruit 
cup, English scones, delectable sweets, and, of course, fine tea 
served in elegant style from porcelain tea pots. This year, Esther 
Shim will provide live background music for your pleasure 
while you enjoy treats and conversation.

Tickets are $10 each and will be available in the Narthex 
before and after worship on September 11 and 18.

For more information, contact Marteena (heidisgg@yahoo.
com or 5036158131) or Ruth (xiiicatsold@yahoo.com or 
5037012462.

Offerings
as of June 30, 2016

Year-to-Date Budgeted
$92,538

Year-to-Date Received
$78,039

Shortfall
$14,499
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August 2016 (visit our live calendar at www.hillsdaleucc.org/calendar)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

3
10:00a Meals on Wheels MC

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

4
9:00a Walking Group UL

5 6

7
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities SS

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School SS

11:45a Elevator Celebration 
and Dedication, FH

8
 Transition Projects/

Hoyt St Meal KI,BC

9
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

7:00p Consistory Meeting, MH

10
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

11
9:00a Walking Group UL

12 13

14
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities SS

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School SS

15 16
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

17
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

7:00p Foundation Meeting MH

18
9:00a Walking Group UL

19 20

21
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities SS

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School SS

11:45a Ice Cream Social, FH

22 23
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

24
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

25
10:00a Tidings Deadline
9:00a Walking Group UL

26 27

28
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities SS

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School SS

11:45a Special 
Congregational 
Meeting, SA

29 30
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

31
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

september 1
9:00a Walking Group UL

2 3

BC=Bud Clark Commons (655 NW Hoyt St) FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch (SW Barbur at 19th) KI=Kitchen MH=Mt Hood Room
MC=Multnomah Arts Center (7688 SW Capitol Hwy) R4=Room 4, Education Wing SA=Sanctuary SS=Sunday School Rooms, Downstairs UL=Upper Parking Lot
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Hillsdale Community Church
United ChUrCh of Christ

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Interim Pastor Rev. Chris Hyde (chris@hillsdaleucc.org)Director of Music/Church Administrator Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)
Sexton Julia Miller (julia@hillsdaleucc.org) Child Care Providers Sam Hinerfeld, Julia Miller

2016 Consistory Members: Rebecca Holt, President, Share Christ’s Word (503-866-0340 · rebeccah@lclark.edu); 
Cathy Thomas, Vice President, Personnel, Worship (503-246-9509 · elefun@aol.com); Drake Mitchell, Treasurer (240-
672-1738 · drakem@pdx.edu); Carl Wamser, Past President, Building Committee (503-504-4296 · wamserc@pdx.edu); 
Bob Brandon, Personnel, Capital Campaign, Fellowship Committee (503-313-0056 · Bob.Brandon@ltic.com); Cindy Van 
Loo (503-680-1146· cindyvanloo54@gmail.com); Carol Weber, Make a Difference (503-232-2703 · cweber@poetworld.net). 

I
n Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Tidings is published monthly by Hillsdale 
Community Church, United Church of Christ. 
The printed version is produced on recycled 
paper. An electronic version is available at 
www.hillsdaleucc.org. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added to our 
email list. Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.

Special Congregational Meeting Called for Sunday, August 28


