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Worship at HCC 
December 2010

December 5
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10
Matthew 3:1-12

December 12
Third Sunday of Advent
Luke 1:39-56

December 19
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Matthew 1:18-25

December 21 • 7:00 p.m.
Longest Night Service

December 24 • 8:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve
Festival of Lessons and Carols

December 26
All-Ages Spontaneous 
Christmas Pageant

Celebrate Advent and Christmas at HCCUCC
Plan to celebrate Advent with your 

church family. We look forward to 
seeing you!

Friday, December 3, 6:30-8:30 p.m. • Friendship 
Builders Auction • All ages enjoy a potluck 
and an auction to benefit Hillsdale UCC 
projects. This is always a lively evening with 
good food and fun gifts for young and old. 
Please bring an unwrapped new or slightly 
used gift to auction off, plus a potluck dish 
to share.

Sunday, December 5, 11:30-2:30 • Sunday 
School Activity Day • Pastor’s Office and 
Workroom • Bring a sack lunch 
and meet after church in 
Pastor Jennifer’s office for 
lunch and a craft. Then, 
about 1:00, we’ll head out 
for caroling at homes and 
Edgewood Downs retirement 
center, done by 2:30. 

Sunday, December 5, 11:30-
2:00 • Fair Trade Liquidation Sale • 
Fellowship Hall • Certified fair 
trade gift items for sale. Items 
range from candle holders to 
clothing. Gift cards to benefit 
Southwest Community 
Health Clinic will also be available.

Sunday, December 12, 6:30 p.m. • I Wish You 
Christmas Dessert Concert • Fellowship Hall • 
This popular event for our congregation 
and neighborhood always sells out, so 
make sure to get your tickets early! Tickets 
($6 for adults, $3 for children) include 
dessert, hot beverage, and a wonderful 
evening of sacred and secular Christmas 
musical favorites. Tickets available starting 
November 28 after worship and during 
office hours.

Saturday, December 18, 5:00-8:00 p.m. • 
Boomer Auction • Home of Fred and Joan Raz • 
You don’t have to be a boomer to enjoy an 
evening of eating, laughing, and exchanging 
gifts. Bring a potluck dish to share along 
with your checkbook and two wrapped 
gifts—one a white elephant and one a “real” 
gift—and see what you go home with! 
Proceeds benefit Glisan Street and other 
ministries of the church.

Tuesday, December 21, 7:00 p.m. • Full Moon 
Longest Night Service • Sanctuary • A service of 
healing and hope on the longest night of the 

year. Music, candlelighting, and time for 
silent prayer make this service a meaningful 
respite from the hustle and bustle of the rest 
of the season.

Friday, December 24, 8:00 p.m. • Festival of 
Lessons and Carols • Sanctuary • A traditional 
evening of scripture readings and favorite 
Christmas carols, with candlelighting.

Sunday, December 26, 10:30 a.m. • All-Ages 
Spontaneous Christmas Pageant • Sanctuary • 
Come one, come all as we end the

(continued on page 4, Celebrate)

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Domtar EarthChoice® 
environmentally responsible paper. 
A full-color electronic version is 
available via e-mail. Send a request 
to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be 
added to the e-mail list. Tidings is 
edited and designed by Tim Ditch.
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November was an 
unusually chaotic 

month for our little family. 
Early in the month, on her 
eightieth birthday, Jeff ’s mom 
Mary had a serious stroke 
in Minnesota. At the time, 
we expected that she was in 
her last days, and we began 
making plans to fly back east 
to be with family. However, 
as often happens, Mary 
remained in a coma, and her 
condition stabilized. What 
followed instead of the whirl 
of activity we expected were 
several weeks of watching, 
waiting, and praying. 

As we watched, waited, and 
prayed with Mary, our son 
Elijah took ill and ended up 
in the hospital for three days 
with an infected abscess in his 
throat. After the first hours 
of serious worry passed and 
it became clear that Elijah 
would get better, a different 
kind of watching and waiting 
and praying began.

Of course, we are all always 
riding the big wheel of life—

always balanced somewhere 
between birth and death. But 
because of the intensity of 
our situation, we noticed it 
more than usual. For example, 
within 24 hours of Elijah 
receiving the IV antibiotics 
that would save his life, it was 
decided to end Mary’s IV 
antibiotics, so that her passing 
might be as gentle as possible. 

Now, Advent is upon us, 
the season of waiting and 
watching and praying as 
we prepare our hearts and 
lives for the coming of the 
Christ child. Given all that 
has happened, I know that 
for me and my family, the 
moods of this season will be 
felt more strongly than usual. 
As we wait and watch and 
pray we will remember all 
that we carried during these 
past weeks—the impatience, 
the grief, the anticipation, the 
worry, and the weight of those 
heavy decisions we have been 
making. This season reminds 
us that the decisions remain 
(Mary and Joseph chose to 

say yes 
to those 
angels!), 
but that 
we can 
carry 
them 
lightly, knowing that the 
responsibility for the result 
of all our waiting is now, as 
always, in God’s hands.

All of you have lifted us 
through this past month. 
Thanks be to God we don’t 
watch and wait and pray 
alone. We are so blessed by 
this community of faith. 
Thank you for your cards, 
calls of concern, meals, 
and understanding about 
my sometimes distrupted 
schedule—you have helped us 
through this time more than 
you can know.

See you in church!
Your companion in 

waiting, watching, and 
praying,

Pastor Jennifer

Letter from the Pastor

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Friendship 
Builders 
Plan Dinner/
Auction
The Friendship Builders 

will hold their Annual 
Auction and Potluck on 
Friday, December 3, at 
6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
Please bring a dish to share 
and an unwrapped gift to be 
auctioned off. Holiday gifts, 
ornaments, home-baked 
goods, jams, jellies, or other 
special treasures make perfect 
items for the auction. All are 
welcome; children love this 
event! Please call Margaret at 
503-598-3483 if you can help 
with set-up.

Poinsettia Garden Brightens Our Sanctuary
Each December, we 

decorate the Sanctuary 
with a lovely display of 
poinsettias in memory or 
in honor of our loved ones. 
Giving is easy. Place a $5 
donation for each poinsettia 

in the special offering 
envelope found in 
the pews, write on 
the outside of the 
envelope the name 
or names of the loved 
one you wish to 

honor, and return it to the 
church by Wednesday, 

December 15.
Acknowledgments 

will be listed in the 
Christmas Eve worship 

bulletin.

HCC Budget Report—October 31, 2010
Budget
October

Actual
October

Budget
Year-to-Date

Actual
Year-to-Date

Income $17,426.59 $17,203.01 $159,965.90 $158,939.96
Expenses $13,209.95 $16,780.93 $162,123.94 $152,183.90
Surplus (Deficit) $4,216.64 $422.08 $(2,158.04) $6,756.06

Holiday 
Concert Tours 
the World
As part of their 2010-

2011 Arts and Lecture 
series, Lake Oswego UCC 
(1111 Country Club Rd, 
Lake Oswego UCC) will 
host The Fireside Carolers, 
a local choral ensemble, 
for an afternoon of carols, 
traditional Christmas 
songs, and a musical tour of 
holiday celebrations from 
many cultures around the 
world. The group’s L’Chaim 
Ensemble will also present 
some numbers celebrating 
Chanukah. The concert 
is Sunday, December 5, 
beginning at 3:00 p.m., and 
the doors open at 2:00 p.m. 
A free-will offering will 
be received at the door. 
Reception to follow.
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The Christmas Fund Benefits UCC Pastors
A pastor who, in recent 

weeks, received a grant 
from the Christmas Fund, 
wrote: “Words cannot express 
how much this means to us. 
The financial help is so crucial 
to our being able to meet our 
obligations and we are grateful 
for it!

“We are also so grateful 
for and touched by the 
UCC congregations and 
individuals who have provided 
this funding in recognition 
and appreciation of the 
faithful ministry of so many 
ministerial families like us.

“We thank you for your 
wonderful compassionate 
work.”

And from one who 
received a gift last Christmas:

“To all the generous 
individuals and churches that 
contributed to the Annual 
Christmas Fund Offering:

“The 107-year old ‘tradition’ 
of sending a monetary gift to 
those who have served the Lord 
and His church, has brought 

fantastic response…I pray for 
all that have received from this 
Fund, at this blessed Christmas 
time of our Christian year.

Indeed, this comes to our 
home as a means of making 
the time of Christmas so 
much more joyful. It is with 
your kindness that we can 
now celebrate and share 
the warmth of Christmas 
in our home as well as with 
our family!! I thank you for 
making this all possible…and 
thinking of us who have served 
the Lord and His church these 
many years.”

Like the Magi of old, we 
can honor the Christ Child by 
bringing gifts that will be used 
to support and honor those 
who have served and are 
serving this beloved church, 
which truly represents the 
incarnational spirit of the 
church at its best.

Gifts to the Christmas 
Fund will help Veterans of 
the Cross who have given 
their lives to the service of 

the church in days gone by. 
Gifts to the Christmas Fund 
provide resources for the 
Emergency Fund, which 
provides assistance to those 
who are serving the church 
today.

Gifts to the Christmas 
Fund help provide 
pension and 
health premium 
supplementation 
to low-income 
retirees, 
emergency 
grants to the 
families of 
clergy and lay 
employees, and Christmas 
“thank-you” gift checks to 
hundreds of annuitants.

The United Church Board 
for Ministerial Assistance 
and the staff of the Pension 
Boards are confident that, 
with your continuing 
faithfulness, we will be able 
to provide the same level of 
care and compassion that has 
become our tradition.

We will receive donations 
to the Christmas fund on 
Sunday, December 19.

Tree Purchase 
Helps Church

Get your Christmas tree, 
enjoy a lovely drive in the 

country, and help the church 
out, too!

Mike Reid, Christmas 
tree farmer and member 

of Beavercreek UCC, 
invites all Central 

Pacific Conference 
UCC church-goers 

to come out to 
the Beavercreek 
UCC Tree Sale 

starting at 
10:00 a.m. 

on Saturday, 
December 4, in the 

Beavercreek UCC parking 
lot (23345 South Beavercreek 
Road, about nine miles from 
Exit 10 of Interstate 205). The 
trees for sale will have been 
cut that morning, so are the 
freshest possible.

A cash donation will 
be made to every tree-
buyer’s church, and there 
will be delicious seasonal 
treats available inside our 
Fellowship Hall too (all 
proceeds to charity).  

Lost and Found Has New Home
The Lost and Found has 

been moved to the coat 
closet shelf area. There is 
a part of black and white 
glasses, green shirt, turquoise 

umbrella, more black gloves, 
two berets, plus miscellaneous 
earrings, pan, and container. 
Check it out for missing 
items!

What’s HAP-pening?
Employees of Housing 

Authority of Portland 
(HAP) and Hillsdale Terrace 
have reapplied for a HOPE 
VI grant, to be awarded in 
2011. As part of the grant, 
they proposed once again 
that a portion of our church 
property’s “back 40” be 
turned into a community 
garden to be shared among 
Hillsdale Terrace residents, 

community members, and 
church members. This is a 
re-application of a similar 
grant that was denied in 2010, 
but has added community 
connections that HAP 
believes will strengthen the 
application. Last year, the 
grants were awarded in late 
May, so we can expect to hear 
sometime in the spring. Stay 
tuned!

Work Day Thanks!
Our most recent work day 

spilled into two with 
helpers on both Friday and 
Saturday. Thanks to Mike 
Van Loo and Catherine and 
Elizabeth Karkosky for your 
help with special vacuuming 
projects including de-
cobwebbing the Scary Secret 

Staircase. The next day, Jon 
von Behren, Jack Morby, 
Dennis Frengle, and Mike 
Van Loo tackled some big 
pruning jobs.

Make sure to add the next 
three church work days to 
your calendar: February 19, 
April 16, and May 21.



tidings4
Fair Trade Gifts Available at Liquidation Sale
Would a friend like a 

hat, hand knitted from 
a recycled Indian silk sari? 
Perhaps a candle poured into 
of a Brazil nut husk to light 
up the night? Alpaca socks 
should keep someone’s toes 
warm.

On December 5 following 
the worship service and 
continuing until 2:30 p.m., 
our Fair Trade Gifts 
Liquidation Sale takes place 
in Fellowship Hall. There 
are hundreds of items from 
dozens of countries on every 
continent on Earth, and for 
every item the artisans and 
craftspeople were paid a fair 
living price usually set by 
the small co-ops or village 
workshops where they were 
produced. Items range from 
pottery, sewn and knitted 

clothes and accessories, 
kitchen and household items, 
personal grooming, regional 
art, and beautiful cards and 
notepaper products. 
All items are one-
third off labeled 
prices. Greeting and 
note cards are half off.

What is Fair 
Trade? In the 1950s 
after World War 
II many NGOs 
and Christian missionaries 
looked for an economic 
model that would lift the 
lives of the desperately poor 
communities they were 
serving. The Fair Trade 
logo can now be seen on 
commodities like coffee, tea, 
sugar, and chocolate at stores 
ranging from the Food Front 
Co-op, just down the road 

from Hillsdale Community 
Church, to Costco. Today, 
church missionaries, former 
Peace Corp workers, and 

some immigrants 
with ties to their 
home villages 
import local arts 
and crafts. In every 
case, the producers 
are guaranteed 
a fair price for 
their products. 

The merchandise on sale 
is from a Fair Trade store 
that was connected to a 
Methodist church in Tacoma, 
Washington, that closed 
its doors recently. All the 
merchandise has already 
been paid for, and 100 
percent of the proceeds will 
go to Hillsdale Community 
Church.

Personnel Committee to Evaluate Pastor
The Personnel Committee 

has had a busy year 
updating job agreements 
and completing annual 
evaluations for staff. But 
there is one more important 
evaluation to complete, and 
that is for Pastor Jennifer.

The Pastoral Relations 
Team met earlier this year 
to make recommendations 
about an evaluation tool. 
The tool they suggested was 
adopted from Jill M. Hudson’s 
book, When Better Isn’t 
Enough: Evaluation Tools for 
the 21st Century Church.

The Personnel Committee 
and Pastor Jennifer accepted 
this tool and we are now in 
the processes of completing 
our evaluations.

The Review Team has 
received the compilation 

of reviews as well as Pastor 
Jennifer’s self-evaluation. 
Even though the evaluation 
review forms have been 
completed, your input is 
still welcome as we prepare 
for the review meeting with 
Pastor Jennifer the evening of 
December 6. 

We invite all members 
who wish to provide input 

in this process to contact 
one of the Review Team 
members. Team members 
are: Cindy Van Loo, Jim 
Ruyle, Pam Soderquist 
(Personnel Committee 
members); Jon von Behren 
(Consistory president); Anita 
Moss, Rebecca Holt, and 
Becky Meier (Review Team 
members).

Newcomers 
Invited to 
Lunch
Whether you have been 

visiting Hillsdale 
church for a few weeks 
or a few months, you are 
warmly welcomed to a 
Newcomers Lunch on Sunday, 
December 12, after church in 
the Library.

Meet others new to the 
congregation, learn more 
about Hillsdale and the 
United Church of Christ, 
and share a little about your 
own faith journey. We will be 
receiving new members on 
December 19. If you would 
like to join the church and 
can’t make it to the luncheon, 
talk to the Pastor Jennifer.

Celebrate (continued from page 1)
Christmas season with an all-
congregation retelling of the 
Christmas story. Costumes 
for everyone!

Friday, December 31, 
6:00 p.m.–Saturday, January 1 • 
Sunday School’s New Year’s Watch • 
Home of Trudi and Dennis Frengle • 
Sunday School classes and 

their parents are invited to 
an evening including dinner, 
games, and ringing in the 
New Year at the civilized hour 
of 9:00 p.m. Older children 
are then invited to spend the 
night and enjoy a leisurely 
breakfast and play time in the 
morning.

We Had Our 
Dessert, and 
Ate It, Too!
Thanks for all your hard 

work and dedication 
to making our Dessert 
First! faith-giving month a 
success. We especially thank 
coordinator Elizabeth Pigg 
and the many others who 
acted as route leaders, those 
who set up for the special 
worship service in Fellowship 
Hall, those who made and 
brought pie, and those who 
stayed to clean up on our 
faith-giving day. And to 
everyone who returned a 
faith giving card, very special 
thanks. Stay tuned for the 
amount promised for next 
year, to be announced in 
worship during the month of 
December.
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December 2010
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

7:30p Yoga, FH

2
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

3
6:00p Friendship Builders 
Potluck and Auction, FH

4

5
Second Sunday of Advent
10:30a Communion Worship 
Service, SANC

11:30a Sunday School 
Activity Day, PO

11:30a Fair Trade Sale, FH

2:00p Edgewood Downs 
Caroling

6
Glisan Street Meal
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

6:00p Living the Questions, LIB

7
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

1:00p Martha Circle, LIB

8 9
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, PO

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

10 11
10:00a Choir Rehearsal, 
Decorating Party, FH

12
Third Sunday of Advent
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:30a Newcomer Lunch, LIB

6:30p I Wish You Christmas 
Dessert Concert, FH

13
Glisan Street Meal
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

14
Tidings Deadline
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Consistory Meeting, FH

15 16
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

17 18
5:00p Boomers Potluck and 
Auction, Home of Fred and Joan Raz

19
Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

20
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

21
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Longest Night 
Service, SANC

22* 23
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

24
8:00p Christmas Eve Festival 
of Lessons and Carols, SANC

25
Christmas Day

26
First Sunday after Christmas
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a All Ages 
Spontaneous Christmas 
Pageant, SANC

27
Church Office Closed

28
Church Office Closed 
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

29 30
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

31
Church Office Closed 
6:00p Sunday School New 
Year’s Watch, Home of Dennis 
and Trudi Frengle

January 1
New Year’s Day

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot PO=Pastor’s Office SANC=Sanctuary



tidings6

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (pastor@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld Custodian  Terry Cornell

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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 I wish youChristmas
Sixth Annual Christmas Dessert Concert
Sunday, December 12 • 6:30 p.m.

Hillsdale Community Church
U N I T E D  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland
Call 503·246·5474 for tickets
Donation $6 adults • $3 children • Includes Dessert

Hillsdale Community Church is an open and affirming congregation. 
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.


