
Giving Tree Benefits 
Pets and People 
This year the HCC kids are 

supporting both Animal Aid 
and HomePDX with a Giving 
Tree.

Animal Aid, founded in 1969, 
has helped tens of thousands of 
companion animals through their 
rescue and adoption programs 
for homeless animals, financial and 
volunteer support of spay/neuter efforts, 
and by providing funds to guardians unable to pay for urgent 
veterinary care.

HomePDX gathers as a community of folks who live inside 
and outside. Their motto: “This is the heart of who we are, 
and how we show our heart (and God’s) for our friends: share 
meals, share hope, share supplies, share ourselves, help others 
connect. 

Here’s how you can help. On the Giving Tree in the Narthex, 
each ornament has written on it an item that is needed. Simply 
bring the item you choose and leave it under the tree. The need 
far outweighs the number of ornaments, so feel free to bring 
any of the items on the following wish lists!

All gifts should be unwrapped and brought to the church 
by Sunday, January 1, and we will deliver them during the first 
week of January.

Thank you for helping us make this a wonderful Christmas 
for the humans and animals less fortunate than ourselves. 
If you have any questions, please contact Rebecca Holt at 
rebeccah@lclark.edu or 503-866-0340.
Animal Aid Wish List
• Grain-free canned cat food
• Wand toys for cats
• Extra-small and small “step-in” harnesses for dogs
• Large front-clip “no-pull” harnesses for dogs
• Extra-small, small, and medium Kongs
• Postage stamps 
• Paper towels
• Hand sanitizer

HomePDX Wish List (all items are for adult men and women)
• Socks (new crew or boot socks) 
• Gloves*
• Blankets, ponchos, and tarps*
• Sleeping bags—the heavier the better*
• Camp stoves*
•  Toiletries (baby wipes, deodorant, foot powder, lip balm, 

razors)
*Used, in good condition, is fine! 

Celebrating Christmas by Kathy Schneller

Christmas traditions around the world vary from country to 
country, and within those countries they differ from family 

to family—no doubt even Santa’s red-nosed reindeers have a 
different way of celebrating than his black-nosed reindeers. 
Wanting to better understand some of the diverse traditions 
of people here at Hillsdale Community Church, I spoke with 
Marianne Gorman and Jackie Collins, who kindly shared some 
of their Christmas memories with me.

Marianne Gorman spent part of her childhood in 
Normandy, just across the English Channel from Great Britain, 
and another part in a little town called Gensac in southwestern 
France. Gensac, near the city of Bordeaux, lies in a region 
famous for producing some of the best wine in the world. Not 
surprisingly then, Marianne’s family celebrated Christmas Eve, 
or Réveillon as it is called there, with a selection of good wine. 
Dinner itself was usually roast turkey or goose, followed by 
bûche de Noël for dessert. This rolled chocolate cake, made to 
resemble a yule log, was filled with pastry cream, frosted with 
chocolate buttercream icing, and often sprinkled with cocoa to 
resemble dirt and surrounded by meringue mushrooms. Each 
year the family put up a Christmas tree decorated with real 
candles, and Marianne is still “surprised the tree never set fire.” 

However, while everyone loved the excellent food and 
beautiful decorations, the emphasis for her family was on being 
together. They exchanged a minimum of presents and, except 
for the tree, did not decorate the house. Marianne’s father 
was French Protestant and her American mother was herself 
descended from French Huguenots who had come to America 
fleeing from persecution, and they were very religious; as a 
result, neither liked to go overboard celebrating. 
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Marianne carried those traditions into her own home as 

she and her minister husband raised their children. While 
they put up lights, cooked large dinners, and continued some 
of her childhood traditions—including the bûche de Noël 
for Christmas Eve dessert—they also kept it “simple and 
family-oriented” and always thought that “money isn’t that 
important,” keeping gifts to a minimum. In fact, she says that 
the best present she ever got was her second daughter, born on 
Christmas Eve.

Jackie Collins, on the other hand, grew up right here in 
Portland, and has attended HCC since she was about three 
months old. In the time before our present church building 
was even constructed, the church of her childhood stood at the 
front corner of the present lot. 

In those days, the emphasis here at HCC was on teaching 
children about the nativity. Everything from the traditional 
decorations to the crèche showing baby Jesus, complete 
with the attendant camels and various barnyard animals, 
helped to emphasize the birth of Christ. The Sunday School 
teachers, usually a Mrs. Raz in those days, helped the children 
memorize special songs and scripture to recite for the occasion. 
Jim Hagelganz, the pastor Jackie remembers best from her 
childhood, helped make the end of the Christmas ceremony 
“the best part,” she says, “because you’d get an orange and a 
candy cane from the minister.”

Every church ceremony seemed a little more special to her in 
those days, because then, just as now, Sunday School took place 
during the service, so children didn’t go into the Sanctuary 
very often. So after she was confirmed as part of the class of ’67, 
Hillsdale’s second confirmation class, it was a treat to be able 
to attend the church’s 11:00 candlelight Christmas Eve service, 
featuring communion and many older hymns that we don’t 
hear very often nowadays. She especially remembers walking 
out of the church with her family afterwards, often wearing the 
new dresses her mother had made them, fresh from the service, 
knowing that Christmas was finally here. 

Jackie brought her sons here too, as they were growing up, 
and she remembers Rev. Jack Takayangi making it fun for 
them too. They no longer had a special children’s Christmas 
program, but the ceremony still concentrated on Jesus’ birth 
and always ended with the story of the nativity. The church 
found other ways to include children, who had their own 
singing group called the Son Power Choir. She remembers 
them coming down the aisle one Christmas, singing and 
walking with a group of adults who held their hands. 

In our current services she enjoys the music the most. And 
while in some ways we’ve gotten away from the nativity story, 
she thinks “we still tell it round about.” In her own celebrations, 
she has found other ways to include the Christmas joy she’s 
experienced at Hillsdale in her life. As a little girl, she would look 
at our nativity scene and imagine that “there must have been lots 
of angels singing around that stable,” and the angel collection she’s 
built brings that childhood memory alive for her again today. 

The poet Mary Oliver, putting the joy of religion over the 
details, said that “I don’t care how many angels can dance on 
the head of a pin. It’s enough to know that for some people they 
exist, and that they dance.” This is true for the ways in which 
we choose to celebrate Christmas as well. It is not the details of 
what we believe or how we celebrate that matter most. As we 
at Hillsdale clearly know, the joy of Christmas lies in that time 
we spend with our church family and others we love, and in 
remembering the birth of Jesus.

From the Pastor by Chris Hyde

It’s that time of year again! No, not 
Christmas…though that is right around the 

corner. What I’m speaking about, though, is 
Advent. According to Wikipedia, “Advent is a 
season observed in many Western Christian 
churches as a time of expectant waiting and preparation for 
the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas.” There 
are many themes that have been incorporated into this time 
of waiting for Christ because there are different ways in which 
Christ comes to us. Traditionally, Christians have spoken of 
three comings of Christ: in the flesh as a baby in Bethlehem, in 
our hearts daily, and in glory at the end of time. So Advent has 
become a season in the church to contemplate each of those 
three comings of Christ. It is a time to pause…to wait…to 
contemplate…to repent…to deepen our faith…and to hope.

And the waiting itself is an interesting dichotomy. On the 
one hand, we experience Christ as not yet fully here. We all 
know that as we look around in the world, we don’t fully see 
or experience the Kingdom of God. There is division and 
strife. Wars are being waged and terrorism is a looming threat. 
Climate change threatens life as we know it. Most people seem 
to be out for themselves and some people literally fight each 
other off in order to get the best Black Friday deals. God almost 
seems to be absent when we look at the world, so we long for 
Christ to come and make things right. On the other hand, we 
can easily choose to see Christ in our midst. UCC minister and 
author Quinn Caldwell writes, “It’s about looking around at 
the state of the world, at the struggling schoolteachers and rich 
philanthropists doing the right thing, at the babies being born 
and the love being made and the ancient stars shining bright 
as hope in the cold night sky. It’s about looking around at all of 
this, reading the signs, and knowing that everything is about to 
change.” In the waiting, we experience Christ as here and not 
yet here.

So in this season of Advent, I want to encourage you to wait 
with a purpose. Wait expectantly because in this season we can 
anticipate a new and fresh experience with Christ. But that 
will only happen if we “make space for Christ” in our waiting. 
I encourage you to take time in your daily “waitings” to make 
room for Christ. When you’re sitting in traffic and waiting, 
don’t be so quick to turn on the radio. Listen in the silence for 
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Christ. When you have a few minutes at home to wait before 
having to rush off to the next thing, don’t fill those moments 
with television or games on your phone. Pause, breathe deeply, 
and take a few minutes to notice what’s going on in your heart 
and think about how Christ can meet you there. As you’re 
waiting for dinner to cook in the oven, rather than rushing to 
the next thing on your to-do list, simply pause and invite Christ 
to inhabit your heart and your world. In all of your “waitings,” 
look expectantly to how Jesus can meet you in your waiting. 

We are all waiting for something. In this season of Advent, 
we get to focus on waiting for Christ and his coming. As we 
wait and look forward to celebrating his coming in the flesh 
at Christmas, may we focus most importantly on how he can 
come once again in our hearts. Let’s prepare the way and make 
space again for him in our hearts this Advent season.

Poinsettias to Embellish 
Sanctuary
Each December, we decorate the Sanctuary 

with poinsettias in memory or in honor 
of our loved ones. Giving is easy. Place a $7 donation for each 
poinsettia desired in the special offering envelope found in the 
pews, write on the outside of the envelope the name or names 
of the loved one you wish to honor, and return it to the church 
by Wednesday, December 14. Acknowledgments will be listed 
in the Christmas Eve worship bulletin.

Our Favorite Christmas Songs
by Greg and Anita Moss

Here at Hillsdale we are a church of music lovers. To help 
honor our music program in which we take special pride, 

we asked Greg and Anita to share this list of favorite Christmas 
music with all of us. Greg comments that compiling such a 
list makes you rethink the songs that speak to you, and their 
meanings.

1. Circle of Love, written by Dolly Parton and performed 
by Jennifer Nettles, formerly of Sugarland. It’s a new favorite 
this year. “Circle of love, halo of light. When Jesus was born on 
that Christmas night. And oh, what a night that holy night was. 
When Bethlehem glowed in a circle of love. God sent his son. 
His great gift to us. Salvation for all. He loved us that much. We 
honor and praise that gift from above. He holds us all in a circle 
of love.” We need that circle of love just now.

2. Santa’s Song, performed by the Oakridge Boys. This was 
one of our daughter’s favorites when she was young.

3. Winter Wonderland, performed by Johnny Mathis.
4. We Three Kings as performed in Will Vinton’s Claymation 

Christmas special.
5. Mary Christmas by the Oakridge Boys. We would play 

this after picking the girls up for Christmas. “It’s Christmas, 

Mary’s coming home!”
6. The Rebel Jesus, written by Jackson Browne, performed 

with the Chieftains Bells of Dublin album. A relevant reminder 
in our present world turmoil.  

7. Love singing and listening to carols at church. Touches 
my soul. Wonderful choir and musicians. Love our Christmas 
pageant where we all dress up in costumes lovingly sewn by 
Lori Carlson and tell the Christmas story in verse and song. 
O Holy Night, What Child Is This, and Silent Night are some of 
our favorites.  

Years ago we would go caroling to homes and assisted living 
places where members lived. One year the Raz bus company 
provided a bus.

8. Sarah McLachlan’s Christmas albums.
9. Emmanuel, written by Michael W. Smith, performed by 

Amy Grant. “Emmanuel with us: We dim the light. We stoke 
the fire. We breathe the evergreen. Young ones wait while the 
old ones make up tales of how it used to be. Emmanuel. God 
with us. The son of Israel.”

10. Aaron Neville album, O Holy Night.
11. Garth Brooks’ album, Garth Brooks and the Magic of 

Christmas.
12. Sting’s album, If on a Winter’s Night.
Music is a huge part of our holiday celebration. It’s there in 

all we do.

Christmas Dessert Concert Is 
Gift to Church and Community
The Christmas Dessert Concert, started by director of 

music Tim Ditch when he came to Hillsdale 12 years ago, 
is the choir’s gift to Hillsdale Church and our community. 
It has taken place every year except 2008 when it had to be 
cancelled because of snow. Last year’s concert didn’t feature 
dessert because of building construction affecting the use of 
Fellowship Hall. This year’s concert—the choir’s twelfth—once 
again features dessert, to the great relief of many past attenders!

Tinsel & Tangles will take place Sunday, December 11, 
at 6:30 p.m. Tickets ($7 for adults, $4 for children) include 
dessert, hot beverage, and a wonderful evening of sacred 
and secular Christmas music. There will be songs to warm 
your heart and songs to tickle your funny bone. Tickets are 
available after worship on Sundays, and weekdays during office 
hours. In addition to cash and checks, we can also accept Visa, 
MasterCard, Discover, and American Express. To buy tickets 
over the phone, call 503-246-5474 x 221.

Boomers Auction Has Food, Fun
Plan to have fun on Saturday, December 17, 6:00 p.m., at 

Fred and Joan Raz’s home. Bring a potluck dish to share, 
two wrapped gifts, and your checkbook! One gift should be 
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nice—something you would like to receive—and the other gift 
can be fun or silly. It’s a great time to get creative. Plan to invite 
someone who is new to this fun tradition. Fred and Joan’s home 
is at 7121 SW 25th Ave., just a few blocks from the church.

IRA Gifts Benefit HCC Foundation
The Hillsdale Community Church Foundation was 

established to promote HCC’s long-term financial health 
and security, and to help implement the mission of the 
church. Here is one way you could help promote that mission. 
Legislation has been approved that offers donors age 70½ and 
over a powerful way to support nonprofit organizations of their 
choice, such as the Foundation. Here’s what the legislation may 
mean to you: An IRA Charitable Rollover allows donors older 
than 70½ to rollover any amount up to $100,000 from their 
IRA to nonprofits, without increasing their taxable income 
or paying additional income taxes. Gifts transferred directly 
from a donor’s IRA to the HCC Foundation or any other 
charitable organization at any time during 2016 will qualify 
as a rollover gift. These gifts are tax-exempt, and the amount 
of the transferred gift can be used to meet your required 
minimum distribution. It is our understanding that by rolling 
over this gift to a nonprofit, the money is not treated as income 
for tax purposes. However, it cannot be taken as a charitable 
deduction. You meet your required minimum distribution 
without the tax implications, and greatly benefit the mission of 
HCCUCC.

Please consult your financial advisor and tax preparer 
to see if this option works for you. If it does, please contact 
Patti Brandon or Paula McCall, Foundation directors. Your 
Foundation board encourages you to gift all or part of your 
mandatory IRA distribution to God’s work through HCCUCC.

Earn Rewards for HCC 
Foundation by David Soderquist

The HCC Foundation board has just completed registering 
the Foundation to earn quarterly charitable donations from 

both Amazon and Fred Meyer.
To help us, we just need you to do a couple of one-time 

setups to link your Amazon and Fred Meyer accounts to HCC. 
Then, when you purchase from either of these companies, we 
will earn charity that will be paid to us on a quarterly basis.

Using these has absolutely no impact or additional cost to 
you in any prices you pay or rewards you currently earn from 
Amazon and Fred Meyer—the charity credit goes directly to 
the HCC Foundation with no cost to you or us.

Amazon:
To begin using Amazon linked to HCC, 

just ensure that you use the smile.amazon.com 
website to begin your Amazon purchase session. 

(If you’re a Prime member, there is also no impact; it will work 
exactly the same way and be transparent to you).

Use this link to start your Amazon web session (it will 
automatically link Amazon to HCC). You may want to 
bookmark it to make it easy to return to the correct site: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/93-0498549

If you have an Amazon account, you can sign in, then go 
to your account settings, select “Change Your Charity,” and 
either search for “Hillsdale Community Church” or enter 
“93-0498549”).

That’s it! Now just remember to use the link above each time 
you shop on Amazon to start earning Amazon charity $ for our 
church.

Fred Meyer:
To begin earning charity 

donations for HCC from Fred Meyer, 
you will want to do the following:

1. Have a Fred Meyer Rewards 
Card. If you do not have a Fred 
Meyer Rewards Card, you can visit the customer service desk at 
any Fred Meyer store.

2. Link your Fred Meyer Rewards number to an online Fred 
Meyer account.

1. Visit www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards 
2. Select “Re-enroll or link your Rewards Card now” from 

the one page of instructions.
3. If you do not have a Fred Meyer online account, you will 

see an option to create a new account. (If you need help, you 
can call Fred Meyer support at 1-866-221-4141)

4. Link your Rewards Card to HCC. Once your Rewards 
Card is linked to your Fred Meyer online account, use this code 
for our church—94830—by selecting “Community Rewards” 
from the account settings page of your online account)

That’s it! Now every time you use your Rewards Card 
number with purchases at Fred Meyer, the HCC Foundation 
will earn credit toward a quarterly donation from Fred Meyer 
Community Rewards. There is no impact to you on normal 
Rewards benefits you earn today, like periodic rebates or fuel 
points!

If you have questions or need assistance, please email 
foundation@hillsdaleucc.org or call Dave Soderquist directly at 
503-577-2740.

Donate to Women’s Shelter
There is a 40-bed women’s shelter at the Transition Projects 

building where the 90-bed men’s shelter is housed. Each 
month we give sample cosmetics, shampoos, socks, and other 
miscellaneous items that the women can use. These items are 
delivered when we take the hot meal to the men’s shelter. If 
you have items to donate, leave them on the counter in the 
back storage area behind the kitchen. The women are most 
appreciative!



TINSEL
& tangles
Christmas Dessert Concert
Sunday, December 11 • 6:30 p.m.

featuring spectacular music
and scrumptious dessert

tickets $7 adults • $4 children
includes dessert

Hillsdale Community Church
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tidings 5

December 2016 (visit our live calendar at www.hillsdaleucc.org/calendar)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

2 3

4
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service SA

10:30a Children’s Sunday 
School SS

5 6
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

7
10:00a Meals on Wheels MC

1:30p Adult Study Group MH

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

8
9:00a Walking Group UL

9 10
10:00a Choir Rehearsal, CR

11
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:30a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

6:30p Tinsel & Tangles 
Christmas Dessert 
Concert

12
 Transition Projects/

Hoyt St Meal KI,BC

13
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

7:00p Consistory Meeting, MH

14
10:00a Tidings Deadline
1:30p Adult Study Group MH

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

15
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

16 17
6:00p Boomer Auction and 

Potluck RH

18
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:30a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

19 20
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

21
1:30p Adult Study Group MH

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

22
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

23
 Church Office Closed

24
3:45p Christmas Eve 

Musical Prelude SA

4:00p Christmas Eve 
Festival of Lessons 
and Carols SA

25
 Christmas Day
10:30a Worship Service SA

26 27
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

28
1:30p Adult Study Group MH

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

29
9:00a Walking Group UL

30 31

BC=Bud Clark Commons (655 NW Hoyt St) FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch (SW Barbur at 19th) KI=Kitchen LL=Lower Parking Lot MH=Mt Hood Room
MC=Multnomah Arts Center (7688 SW Capitol Hwy) R4=Room 4, Education Wing RZ=Fred and Joan Raz Home (7121 SW 25th Ave)  SA=Sanctuary UL=Upper Parking Lot

Celebrate Advent and Christmas at  
Hillsdale Community Church, United Church of Christ
Sunday, December 4, 10:30 a.m. • Worship Service • Sanctuary
Sunday, December 11, 10:30 a.m. • Worship Service • Sanctuary
Sunday, December 11, 6:30 p.m. • Tinsel & Tangles Christmas Dessert Concert • Tickets available now!
Saturday, December 17, 6:00 p.m. • Boomers Christmas Auction • Home of Fred and Joan Raz
Sunday, December 18, 10:30 a.m. • Worship Service • Sanctuary
Thursday, December 24, 4:00 p.m. • Christmas Eve Festival of Lessons and Carols • Sanctuary (prelude begins at 3:45)
Sunday, December 25, 10:30 a.m. • Christmas Day Worship Service • Sanctuary 
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Hillsdale Community Church
UNITED CHURCH of Christ

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Interim Pastor Rev. Chris Hyde (chris@hillsdaleucc.org)Director of Music/Church Administrator Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)
Sexton Julia Miller (julia@hillsdaleucc.org) Child Care Providers Sam Hinerfeld, Julia Miller

2016 Consistory Members: Rebecca Holt, President, Share Christ’s Word (503-866-0340 · rebeccah@lclark.edu); 
Cathy Thomas, Vice President, Personnel, Worship (503-246-9509 · elefun@aol.com); Drake Mitchell, Treasurer (240-
672-1738 · drakem@pdx.edu); Carl Wamser, Past President, Building Committee (503-504-4296 · wamserc@pdx.edu); 
Bob Brandon, Personnel, Capital Campaign, Fellowship Committee (503-313-0056 · Bob.Brandon@ltic.com); Cindy Van 
Loo (503-680-1146· cindyvanloo54@gmail.com); Carol Weber, Make a Difference (503-232-2703 · cweber@poetworld.net). 

I
n Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Christmas Eve Festival of Lessons and Carols Celebrates 
Worldwide Tradition
The soft light of candles. The awe-inspiring 

music of the season—both familiar and new. 
The shining faces of loved ones around you. 
Rehearing again the old, old story, made fresh and 
new again each year. It must be Christmas Eve.

Here at Hillsdale, we celebrate Christmas 
Eve with a traditional Festival of Lessons and 
Carols, which is said to have originated in a shed 
in England in 1880 as an appealing alternative 
to an evening at the pub. The Festival of Lessons 
and Carols is now celebrated in countless 
congregations worldwide, including our own. 

Hillsdale’s service is patterned after the service at King’s 
College in Cambridge, England—the most famous Christmas 
Eve service in the world. From the quiet opening strains of the 
processional hymn, Once in Royal David’s City, through the 
final majestic stanza of O Come, All Ye Faithful—“Yea, Lord, we 
greet thee…” the service recounts the story of God’s love and 

Christ’s birth. Also included in the service is our own Hillsdale 
tradition—the lighting of candles by the congregation as we 
sing Silent Night together. It is a powerful and moving moment 
that many of us recall with joy all year long. 

Celebrate with your church family this Christmas Eve. The 
service begins at a new time this year—4:00 p.m. An extended 
musical prelude precedes the service, beginning at 3:45. 


