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Worship at HCC 
February 2009

February 1

Holy Communion

Guest Preacher 

In-Care Student Mark Roberts

February 8

Have you not heard?

Isaiah 40:21-31

Mark 1:29-39

February 15

Be made clean!

Baptism of Forrest Holt

Mark 1:40-45

1 Corinthians 9:24-27

February 22

A new thing

Organ Dedication

Isaiah 43:18-25

Mark 2:1-12

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Grays Harbor 100% 
recycled paper. A full-color electronic 
version is available via e-mail. Send 
a request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to the e-mail list. 
Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.

SW Hope Will Feed the Hungry
This year, Hillsdale Community 

Church, United Church of Christ, has 
joined other churches, synagogues, and 
corporations to meet the needs of hungry 
people in Southwest Portland. The project is 
called SW Hope: Feed the Hungry.

The number of families seeking food 
assistance in Southwest Portland has 
quadrupled in the past six years. In 2007, 
Neighborhood House distributed boxes of 
food to more than 250 families a month, 
feeding approximately 800 individuals.

The goal of the Feed the Hungry 
campaign is to collect 75,000 pounds 
of food or the cash equivalent ($1.00 = 
7 lbs.) to feed all of the hungry people in 
Southwest Portland for four months. The 

campaign will run throughout February 
and March.

Canned food and non-perishables may 
be dropped off at the church; checks made 
payable to Neighborhood House SW Hope 
may be mailed to Neighborhood House, 
7780 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland 97219.

In addition to food and monetary 
gifts, the Dine Out to Donate program 
offers another way to help. Pick up a SW 
Hope coupon in the Narthex, or visit 
www.swhope.org to print a coupon. Then 
dine at one of the participating restaurants 
and present your coupon. They will donate 
a portion of their proceeds to the Feed the 
Hungry program. A list of participating 
restaurants can be found on page 6.

The newly renovated pipe organ at 
HCC will be dedicated in the morning 

worship service on Sunday, February 22, 
at 10:30. The service will include special 
music from the Chancel Choir, an organ 
demonstration and story for the children, 
and a sermon by Pastor Jennifer Brownell.

On Sunday afternoon at 4:00, Director of 
Music and Organist Tim Ditch will present 
the dedication concert. The concert will 
include music by J.S. Bach, Seth Bingham, 
Erich Wolfgang Korngold, and the Pacific 
Northwest premier of two pieces written 
especially for Tim by San Francisco 
composer David Hegarty.

A reception follows the concert in 
Fellowship Hall. The concert is free.

Organ to Be Dedicated in Worship Service and 
Concert on February 22

HCC Director of Music and Organist Tim Ditch at the church’s 
new organ console
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to celebrate the many ways 
that we experience love—not 
just the romantic kind.

We at Hillsdale 
Community Church—UCC 
are Open and Affirming, 
which means that we 
welcome gay and lesbian 
people. But it means more 
than that. It means that all of 
us are encouraged to celebrate 
the many expressions of love 
in our lives, no matter where 
we are on life’s journey. Love 
casts a light, and when we 
live in love, our lives also cast 
a light.

On the January 20 
inauguration of President 
Barack Obama, the poet 
Elizabeth Alexander ended 
her poem with a call to love. 
May her proclamation, “what 
if the mightiest word is love,” 
be ours, too, in the month of 
love and throughout the year.

Some live by “Love thy 
neighbor as thy self.”
Others by “first do no harm,” or 

In February, we celebrate 
St. Valentine’s day. It’s up 

for debate who Valentine was. 
He might have been an early 
Christian priest who secretly 
married couples when an 
emperor, bent on war, banned 
marriage, and whose final 
act before his execution was 
to write a note to his jailor’s 
daughter signed “Love from 
Your Valentine.” Or Valentine 
might be a composite of 
several people.

Whoever Valentine really 
was, and for whatever reason, 
we celebrate love in his honor 
during the cold and dark 
winter month of February. 
How do you show love on 
Valentine’s Day? Is there 
someone who needs to hear 
the words “I love you” from 
you—by a phone call or note 
or in person? Our challenge 
and our joy throughout the 
year is to express love, but 
Valentine’s Day provides a 
joyful and playful opportunity 

Conversation with Pastor Jennifer

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Valentine’s 
Day Party 
Planned
You are invited to a 

Valentine’s Day party! 
Members and friends from 
HCC and families from 
Sunny 
Hills 
Preschool 
will work 
together to 
provide food 
and fun and an 
hour of play for the students 
and sibilings from Sunny Hills 
Preschool.

The party is Wednesday, 
February 11, from 12 to 1 in 
Fellowship Hall.

If you would like to help 
prepare or serve food, host a 
game, or clean up, please call 
Jim Ruyle (503-223-8838) or 
Patty Todd (503-890-2236), 
or just show up on the 11th. 
This is a fun and short activity 
for people of all ages.

My past few weeks have 
been unusual ones for 

me as, for the first time since I 
started at Eden, I did not take 
a January-Term class. This 
was not a sign of laziness on 
my part (although a couple 
of my friends who are taking 
Greek right now might beg 
to differ) nor was it a lack 
of interesting classes; it was 
merely an acknowledgment 
on my part that it was time 
to both prepare for my 
ordination exam as well as 
to pause and think about the 
multitude of classes I have 
taken over the past 2 ½ years. 
It is almost unbelievable that 

Roberts Looks forward to Future Challenges by in-Care student Mark roberts

I’ll graduate at the end of this 
coming semester—May 15, 
to be exact—and walk one 
last time out of Eden’s main 
educational building. 

It really doesn’t seem that 
long ago that I was busy 
trying to figure out what 
it meant when professors 
continually encouraged 
myself and my fellow students 
to “think theologically.” 
Anyway, I’ve had plenty of 
time to master that skill—and 
now my professors have taken 
to challenging me and the 
other graduating students 
to “live theologically.” Quite 
honestly, this is usually met 

“take no more than you need.”
What if the mightiest word 
is love, love beyond marital, 
filial, national. Love that 
casts a widening pool of light. 
Love with no need to preempt 
grievance.
In today’s sharp sparkle, this 
winter air, anything can be 
made, any sentence begun.
On the brink, on the brim, 
on the cusp—praise song for 
walking forward in that light.

—Elizabeth Alexander

with quite a bit of eye-rolling 
and sideways glances, but 
we understand what our 
professors are reminding 
us of: ordination and the 
pastoral life are based on 
living to the best of our ability 
with our focus on and actions 
always reflective of God. 
Compared to that, my classes 
don’t seem so hard after all! 
Thankfully I know that I have 
tremendous support from all 
of you, from my friends, and, 
of course, from Julia.

Julia and I spent Christmas 
in Pasadena with my parents. 
My sister and my nieces 
managed to escape the snow 

storms and get out of Tacoma 
to join us for a wonderful 
family Christmas. It was 
also our first time at the 
Tournament of Roses Parade, 
which was doubly fun for Julia 
(who’s from Pennsylvania)

see Roberts, page 3
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as Penn State was well-
represented throughout the 
parade (it’s probably better 
not to mention the football 
game, however).

Speaking of Julia, we 
celebrated her swearing-in as 
a Federal Probation Officer 
on January 15. Her work 
continues to be exciting and 
challenging for her. She is 
continuing her graduate 

studies at Saint Louis 
University and will graduate 
about a year from now. We 
look forward to the day when 
we’re both out of school!

As always, thank you for 
your support and prayers.

Peace, Mark and Julia
Editor’s note: Mark Roberts is 
one of our two in-care students 
(students attending seminary 
whom we support financially and 
spiritually as they prepare for 
the ministry). Mark is preaching 
at HCC on February 1, the day 
after an ordination interview, 
which is his next step in preparing 
for ordained ministry. He will 
be ordained here at HCC in 
the future, after he receives a 
call to the ministry. A copy of 
Mark’s ordination paper and a 
sample sermon are located in the 
Narthex. Anyone interested may 
borrow them.

Lecture Series Offered
An education partnership 

has been set up between 
The Center for Spiritual 
Development at Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral and 
the UCC Central Pacific 
Conference offering members 
of CPC churches the 
opportunity to attend Center 
events at Trinity member 
rates. This is typically $10 for 
lectures, $35 for workshops, 
and 10-15 percent off classes 
and retreats.

Valentine-A-
Grams Benefit 
Seniors
It’s that time of year again! 

Send a Valentine-A-Gram 
filled with wonderful treats 
to someone you care about, 
and help provide nutritious 
meals to local seniors. 
Proceeds from Valentine-A-
Gram sales support Loaves & 
Fishes Centers, the Meals-on-
Wheels people.

The Valentine-A-Grams 
will be delivered to individuals 
and businesses on the 
morning of Friday, February 
13, to benefit the more than 
5,000 Portland and Vancouver 
area seniors served by Loaves 
& Fishes Centers daily.

Each Valentine-A-Gram 
includes two Cinnabon classic 
cinnamon rolls, a 9-piece 
box of scrumptious Candy 
Basket mint crisp chocolates, 
a package of Seattle’s Best 
Coffee, a Seattle’s Best travel 
mug, a gift certificate for a 
Jamba Juice, a jar of Makara 
Cinnamon, and a special 
message from you!

Each Valentine-A-Gram is 
$29.95 and includes delivery 
by volunteers throughout 
the Portland and Vancouver 
metro areas. Orders must be 
placed by February 9.

There are four ways 
to place an order: online 
with Visa or MasterCard at 
valentine-a-gram.org; call 
503-736-6325 x600; fax an 
order form to 503-736-6322; 
or mail a check and an order 
form to Loaves & Fishes 
Centers, Attn: Valentine-
A-Gram, P.O. Box 19477, 
Portland OR 97280-0477.

Featured speakers 
in the current Spiritual 
Development series include 
Herbert O’Driscoll, Diana 
Butler Bass, Frederick M. 
Denny, and James Finley. The 
series runs through May.

To learn more about the 
lectures and workshops, visit 
www.center-for-spiritual-
development.org. Enter 
the coupon code UCC at 
checkout to receive the 
discounted rate.

Bring-a-Kid Walk Planned by Bob Miller

The Hillsdale Hikers of 
Hillsdale Community 

Church would like all walkers, 
including the SW Clinic 
walkers of “Hike for Health” 
and the clinic patients, and 
anyone else, to join them for a 
Bring-a-Kid walk on Monday, 
February 16. That Monday 
is a school vacation day. We 

will meet in the church’s front 
parking lot. Restrooms are 
available. We would like to 
have a responsible adult for 
each four or five kids. No dogs 
on this walk, please. Walkers 
do not have to bring a kid.

We will meet before 9:00 
a.m., to leave at 9:00. The walk 
will take 60 to 90 minutes.

Speakers Series Presents Fox
Matthew Fox is a 

spiritual theologian 
and former Dominican 
priest who is the author 
of 28 books on spiritual 
and historical themes. In 
1989 he was silenced by the 
Vatican and later received as 
an Episcopalian priest. He 
is a dynamic and inspiring 
speaker.

On Friday, February 13, 
from 7:00-9:00 p.m., Fox 
will present a lecture titled 
“Return of the Sacred 
Masculine: Marriage with the 
Divine Feminine.” The lecture 
is based on Fox’s new book, 
The Hidden Spirituality of 
Men. Tickets are $10-12.

A workshop, “Change and 
Transformation: A Spirituality 
for the 21st Century,” will 
be presented on Saturday, 
February 14, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. The workshop 
addresses the change from 
mere knowledge—which 
the modern age eveloped at 
length—to wisdom. Tickets 
are $60.

Tickets may be purchased 
at www.brownpapertickets.
com/producer/11809.

The events are co-
sponsored by Earth & Spirit 
Council and First Unitarian 
Church, and are presented at 
First Unitarian Church, 1011 
SW 12th Ave., Portland.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service and Children’s 
Sunday School, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

2
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

3 4
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:00a Loaves and Fishes

5
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

6 7

8
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:45a Worship God Joyfully 
Team Meeting, LIB

9
Glisan Street Meal
Valentine-A-Gram Ordering 
Deadline
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

10
7:00p Consistory Meeting, 
LIB

11
8:30a Yoga, FH

12:00p Valentine’s Day 
Party, FH

7:00p Women’s Group, 
Van Loos’ Home 

12
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

13
7:00p Michael Fox Lecture, 
First Unitarian Church

14
10:00a Michael Fox 
Workshop, First Unitarian Church

15
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

16
Presidents’ Day
9:00a Bring-a-Kid Walk, LOT

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

17 18
8:30a Yoga, FH

19
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

20 21

22
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

4:00p Organ Dedication 
Concert and Reception, SANC

23
Tidings Deadline
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

24 25
8:30a Yoga, FH

7:00p Ash Wednesday 
Service, SANC

26
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

27 28
6:00p CWC Celebration 
Dinner and Silent Auction, 
Central Lutheran

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot SANC=Sanctuary

February 2009
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Would you like to join 
Pastor Jennifer at the 

Celebration Dinner and 
Silent Auction benefitting the 
Community of Welcoming 
Congregations? She is 
thinking of purchasing a table 
for 10 and would love to fill it 
with folks from Hillsdale. 

CWC is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to the 
full inclusion and equality of 
transgender, lesbian, bisexual, 
and gay persons. HCC is a 
member congregation.

The annual celebration 
will be held on February 28 at 
6:00 p.m. at Central Lutheran 
Church. Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Bernie Schlager will 
speak on Building a Legacy of 

The Consistory met on 
January 20, just two days 

after our very successful 
Annual Meeting.

First a few words about the 
Annual Meeting. We met in 
Fellowship Hall after worship, 
enjoyed a tasty potluck, 
and followed that with the 
business meeting. About 40 
voting members attended. 
Jon von Behren presented 
the proposed budget for 2009 
and answered all questions 
satisfactorily; the budget was 
adopted as presented.

Bob Brandon was elected 
to serve a second term on the 
Consistory, and new members 
elected were Mike Van Loo 
and Carol Weber. They took 
the seats left by Patty Todd and 
Mary Ann Schacher, whose 
terms ended in December.

Becky Meier was elected 
to serve a second term on the 
Foundation Board; Paul Theirs 
and Charlene Dickinson were 
elected to fulfill the terms left 
open by Tracy Barnowe and 
Margaret Bronson. (They had 

previously been appointed to 
these seats by the Consistory.)

At the Consistory meeting, 
we welcomed our two new 
members. Liaisons to the 
Teams were appointed: Becky 
Saylor will continue to meet 
with “Share Christ’s Word,” 
Paul Gonzales will report 
for “Make a Difference,” 
Bob Brandon will meet 
with “Embrace All,” and 
Carol Weber will meet with 
“Worship God Joyfully.”

Appointments to the 
Finance Committee, Building 
and Grounds Committee, 
Personnel Committee, 
and Long Range Planning 
Committee will be confirmed 
at the February meeting. All 
who are interested in serving 
a one year (or longer) term 
on any of these committees 
should contact any member of 
the Consistory for information 
or to volunteer.

Our next meeting will be 
at 7:00 p.m. on February 10 
in the Church Library. All are 
welcome to attend.

On Wednesday, February 25, 
we begin the season 

of Lent (the 40 days before 
Easter during which we turn 
more intentionally toward 
God) with an Ash Wednesday 
service at 7:00 p.m. Ash 
Wednesday is a day of 
reconciliation—a day to turn 
once more toward the mercy 
and the compassion of our 
Creator. In this service, we 
repent of our sins by burning 
them into ashes. Perhaps 
more difficult, we also 
receive the love of Christ so 
freely given to us all. You are 

Consistory Update by sue floydSilent Auction Benefits CWC
Social Justice: CWC and the 
Welcoming Church Movement, 
and the Portland Lesbian 
Choir will perform.

Your support will help 
make this year’s benefit a huge 
success. Silent auction items 
are still needed. Please contact 
Karen Kulm (lk.kulm@gmail.
com) if you have items to 
donate.

Please let Pastor Jennifer 
know as soon as possible if 
you would like to attend. If 
you wish, you may contribute 
to the cost of the table, but if 
money is a factor, just let her 
know that you would like to 
come. You can reach her at 
503-246-5474 or at pastor@
hillsdaleucc.org.

warmly invited to this moving 
service. Child care provided.

The Lenten Soup Supper 
Series is coming in March. We 
will share a simple meal and 
inspirational program every 
Tuesday night in March and 
the first couple of weeks in 
April.

The program this year is 
called Ways to Pray, and will 
feature a different speaker 
every week demonstrating a 
different way to pray. If you 
or someone you know would 
like to be a presenter, let 
Pastor Jennifer know.

Lent Begins with Ash Wednesday

HCC Budget Report—December 31, 2008
Budget

December
Actual

December
Budget

Year-to-Date
Actual

Year-to-Date
Income $15,017.83 $15,303.30 $174,000.00 $168,574.77 
Expenses $14,674.06 $15,136.94 $174,000.00 $168,466.67
Surplus (Deficit) $343.77 $166.36 $0.00 $108.10

Phone Tree Updated
Thanks to Lois Coil, Sue 

Floyd, and Elizabeth Pigg, 
who spent a long afternoon 
recently updating the phone 
tree to reflect recent changes 
in our congregation. The 
phone tree is activated 

very rarely—in case of an 
emergency in the building, a 
very serious prayer request, or 
for an event that we don’t have 
time to tell people about on a 
Sunday, such as a memorial 
service.

Everyone in the whole 
congregation is on the Phone 
Tree. If you are a caller, you 
should have received a copy of 
the phone tree.

If you have any questions 
about how it works, feel free 
to call Pastor Jennifer or 
Lois Coil.
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Worship God Joyfully • Share Christ’s Word • Embrace All • Make a Difference

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219 • 503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org
Office – office@hillsdaleucc.org • Pastor – pastor@hillsdaleucc.org • Music Director – tim@hillsdaleucc.org

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church 
of Christ, declare ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation.
We cherish and embrace individuals and families of all kinds. Believing 
that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and meant to be 
shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all 
persons, embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital 
status, mental and physical ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-
economic background.
We welcome all to share in the life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, 
worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings of participation in our 
congregation.
We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that works toward 
openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of 
life for all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and 
practice a unity of faith that transcends our differences.

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell Director of Music/Office Administrator  Tim Ditch

Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld  Custodian  Terry Cornell

Hillsdale Community Church
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Dine Out to Donate Participants
Location Dates Times
Baja Fresh Mexican Grill* 2/1-3/15 10:30 a.m.-close
 (Barbur and Terwilliger - 7421 SW Barbur Blvd, Portland)
Cactus Jack’s Tex-Mex Café* 2/4 and 2/18 All day
 (4342 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy, Portland)
Billy Bang’s* 2/1-3/15 All day
 (5331 SW Macadam Avenue, Portland)
Burgerville 2/10 and 3/16 5-8 p.m.
 (Allen and Scholls Ferry Rd, Portland)
Casa Colima* 2/1-3/15 All day
 (6319 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland)
Clubhouse Bar & Grill* Mondays - 2/4, 2/11, All day
 (5134 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy) 2/18, 2/25 , 3/3, 3/10
The Old Spaghetti Factory* 2/21 and 2/28 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
 (715 SW Bancroft St, Portland)  and 5-9 p.m.
Otto & Anita’s European Restaurant* 2/20 and 2/27 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
 (SW 31st and Capitol Hwy - in Multnomah Village) and 5-9 p.m.
McMenamins Hillsdale Brew & Pub 2/25 5 p.m.-Closing
 (1505 SW Sunset Blvd, Portland)
Three Square Grill* 3/2 5-9 p.m.
 (6320 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland)
Fat City* (7820 Capitol Hwy, Portland) 3/7 Dinner
Peanut Butter and Ellies 3/17 4-8 p.m.
 (4405 SW Vermont St, Portland)
*Coupon required


