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Worship at Hillsdale 
February 2010

Sunday, February 7 • 10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion
Children Leading in Worship
Isaiah 6:1-8
Luke 5:1-11
“Here I Am, Send Me”

Sunday, February 14 • 10:30 a.m.
Transfiguration Sunday
Exodus 34:29-35
Luke 9:28-36

Wednesday, February 17• 7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Service
with imposition of ashes

Sunday, February 21 • 10:30 a.m.
First Sunday in Lent
Luke 4:1-13
Tests and Temptations

Sunday, February 28 • 10:30 a.m.
Second Sunday in Lent
Luke 13:31-35
Psalm 27
Under Cover

A Gift That Keeps on Giving by Barbara raz

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Grays Harbor 100% 
recycled paper. A full-color electronic 
version is available via e-mail. Send 
a request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to the e-mail list. 
Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.

Local churches, synagogues, and 
organizations are working together 

to meet the needs of hungry people in 
southwest Portland. The program—SW 
Hope: Feed the Hungry—runs from mid-
February through the end of March.

The number of families seeking food 
assistance in Southwest Portland has 
greatly increased this past year. In 2007, 
Neighborhood House, our local community 
service organization distributed boxes 
of food to 230 to 280 families a month, 
feeding approximately 800 individuals. In 
2009 food boxes have been distributed to 
over 420 families, feeding as many as1,400 
individuals. 

This year’s goal is to collect 150,000 
pounds of food or the cash equivalent 
($1.00 = 5 lbs.) to feed all the hungry people 
in southwest Portland for four months. 

Please join us in this effort to help our 

The children of HCC raised over $1000 
in the past year for the Heifer Project 

through fund-raising events and their 
weekly donations. 

Their gift will help 19 families around the 
world, and those families will pass on the 
gift to another family. It is a gift that keeps 
on giving!

Thank you, church family, for your 
support of this project. We have worked 

together to help fight hunger and poverty 
around the world!

The children chose how to allocate the 
money. Here is what they decided:

2 Llamas $300
3 Goats $360
6 Rabbits $120
7 Flocks of Chicks $140
5 Hives of Bees  $150
Total $1,070

HCC Partners with SW Hope: Feed the Hungry
neighbors in need by donating canned 
food and non-perishables or by making a 
monetary contribution. Food may be placed 
in the white barrel in the Narthex. Checks 
may be made payable to HCCUCC, with 
“SW Hope” on the memo line.

Imagining Home to Be 
Screened at Hillsdale
On Friday, March 5, HCCUCC will host 

the community for a showing of the 
locally-produced documentary Imagining 
Home, which puts a human face on often 
misunderstood issues of poverty and 
housing.

The film screens at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. A free-will offering will be 
received. 



tidings2

later, I look out of that same 
window and the mountain 
is gone. Of course, “the 
mountain is gone” is just a 
turn of phrase. The mountain 
is still very much there, just 
hidden by clouds for now. But 
I believe that the mountain 
will come back into view 
again, even if I can’t see it.

We are entering the 
season of Lent, a time of 
drawing nearer to God. If 
you’re like me, God is a lot 
like the mountain out the 
window—sometimes God’s 
work is magnificent and 
obvious; other times God is 
hidden from view. Lent is the 
time in which we proclaim 
that we believe in God and 
God’s work, even when God 
seems “gone.” Lent is the time 
when we say to God, “We 
know you are there, even 

A colleague from across 
town stopped by this 

morning. When I invited him 
into my office, he said what 
most every visiting pastor 
says: “Wow, this is a great 
office.” I’m pretty sure he 
wasn’t talking about how neat 
the office is when he said that! 
He may have been talking 
about the large space and 
plentiful bookshelves. Most 
likely though, he was reacting 
as many people do, to the 
remarkable view of Mt. Hood 
out the window. Although it 
was cloudy here in the city, 
somehow the mountain was 
shimmering and glowing, and 
the large swath of cloud above 
it made it hard to tell where 
the mountain ended and the 
sky began. If you’d seen it, you 
would have said “wow” too.

Now, a couple of hours of 

Letter from Pastor Jennifer

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

when we can’t quite see you.”
How do we do it? One 

really good Lenten practice 
is to pay attention. By 
intentionally paying attention 
to God at work in your prayer, 
worship, work, acts of service, 
relationships, you might find 
that God is revealed more 
often than you realize.

See you in church!

Pastor Jennifer

HCC Budget Report—December 31, 2009
Budget

December
Actual

December
Budget

Year-to-Date
Actual

Year-to-Date
Income  $15,256.67 $16,904.40 $183,780.00 $182,551.30
Expenses  $16,217.39 $18,007.79 $183,780.00 $177,394.36
Surplus (Deficit)  $(960.72) $(1,103.39) — $5,156.94

Night Out for the 
Whole Family
Hey parents and 

grandparents! Here’s 
an opportunity to enjoy an 
evening out alone, knowing 
your children are well cared-
for and having fun. Hey kids! 
Here’s a chance to have a fun 
evening or overnight with 
your friends from church 

On Saturday, February 6, 
you are invited to bring 
your children of all ages to 
an overnight in Dennis and 
Trudy Frengle’s Little House 
(7206 SW 21st Ave, at the 
corner of Nevada Court), just 
a few blocks from the church. 
You can drop them off or stay 
with them for games and a 
program from 5:00-9:00 p.m.  
Starting at 9:00, children ages 
7 and up are invited to spend 
the night! We’ll all hike up the 
hill to church for breakfast. 
Then in worship, the children 
will help lead the service with 
a special communion service.

RSVP to the church office 
by February 3 for either the 
evening or the overnight. The members of the 

Embrace All Team will 
host their annual Valentine’s 
Day Party for the children 
of Sunny Hills Preschool on 
Wednesday, February 17, 
from 11:30-1:00 in Fellowship 
Hall.

People 
of all 
ages are 
invited 

What Is Ash 
Wednesday?
Ash Wednesday begins 

the season of Lent, the 
40 days before Easter during 
which believers draw closer 
to God. Ash Wednesday is 
a time to repent (turn from 
sin) and to return to God’s 
will and way. A mark of the 
cross is a visible sign to all of 
the desire for repentance and 
return. The Ash Wednesday 
service begins at 7:00 on 
Wednesday, February 17. 
Child care is provided.

Valentine’s Day Party Promises 
Food, Games, and Fun

to help prepare and serve 
the food, organize games 
and crafts, and enjoy 
the company of the 
preschoolers. 
 
 

 
Please 

call Sue Floyd at 
503-747-2063 if you 

would like to help.

Prayer Service 
Planned
On March 5 at 10:00 a.m., 

the women of the church 
are invited to join in a prayer 
service especially designed for 
the World Day of Prayer by 
the women of Cameroon. The 
service will take place at West 
Side UMC, (13420 SW Butner 
Road, Beaverton) followed by 
a luncheon across the street at 
Pastor Jennifer’s home. Watch 
for more details to come.
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Spirituality Retreat

3

February 2010 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

2
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

3
10:00a Loaves and Fishes

4
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

5 6
5:00p Kids’ Overnight, Frengles’ 
Little House

7
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service and Children’s 
Sunday School, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

8
Glisan Street Meal
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

9
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

1:00p Martha Circle, LIB

7:00p Consistory, LIB

10 11
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, LIB

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

12 13

14
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

15
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

16
Tidings Deadline
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

17
11:30a Sunny Hills 
Valentine’s Day Party, FH

7:00p Ash Wednesday 
Service, SANC

18
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

 7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

19 20

21
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

22
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

23
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

24
6:00p Lenten Soup Supper, FH

25
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, LIB

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

26 27

28
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

March 1
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

2
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

3
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
6:00p Lenten Soup Supper, FH

4
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

5
10:00a World Day of Prayer 
Service, West Side UMC

6

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot SANC=Sanctuary

Spirituality Retreat Planned for Mt. Angel Center

CPC Spirituality Retreat at Mt. Angel

The serene setting of the 
Shalom Prayer Center at 

Mt. Angel, Oregon, will be 
the location for the Central 
Pacific Conference annual 
retreat, “Bread for the 
Journey,” held February 26-
28, 2010. 

Most of us long to inhabit 
states of grace such as peace, 
joy, and love all the time, 

but find them difficult to 
attain or maintain in daily 
life. Join Gabrielle and 
Thomas Chavez , along with 
members of Christ the Healer 
UCC as they introduce the 
Compass of Grace, a simple 
new synthesis of ancient and 
modern practices. It will show 
you how you can get there 
from here, as well as daily 

growth in grace.
Other practices offered 

will include yoga, touch 
drawing, Reiki, singing, lectio 
divina, and spiritual writing. 
All offerings are optional as 
participants may choose to do 
whatever nourishes their soul.  

Registration is $150. If 
you would like to attend but 
the cost is a hardship, please 

contact Pastor Jennifer. 
We have scholarship funds 
available. 

For more information, 
contact Janet Scott at Eugene 
First Congregational Church, 
janets@fcceugene.org or 
541-345-8741.

Registration forms are 
available at www.fcceugene.
org/spiritretreat.html
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Every year during Lent, it is 
our practice to gather one 

evening a week for a simple 
supper and time of learning 
to deepen our walk with God 
during this season. 

This year, the Lenten Soup 
Suppers will focus on the 
major religions of the world 
in our series called “Many 
Paths Up One Mountain.” 
Each Wednesday, we will hear 
from a practitioner of one of 
the major world religions—
Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, and Taoism/

Confucianism. (The planning 
group that met in January 
hopes this will be the first of a 
two-year series, and that next 
year we will explore different 
aspects of Christianity.)

The first Wednesday 
session, February 24, will 
be led by our own Robert 
Ewing and will cover Taoism/
Confucianism.

The evenings begin at 6:00 
with a simple soup supper. 
Vespers will be at 6:45, and 
the program runs from 7:00 
to 8:00. Childcare is available.

Lenten Soup Suppers Foster 
Fellowship and Learning

Drink Water for Life: A Unique 
Way to Observe Lent by elizabeth Karkosky

As we enter the Lenten 
season, I would like to 

invite you to drink water. 
Choose tap water over 
convenience drinks such as 
lattes, colas, or energy drinks. 
Then set aside the money you 
would have spent on those 
beverages and donate it to 
“Drink Water for Life.” The 
monies collected will go to the 
Central Pacific Conference 
to be used in its Water Justice 
Ministry.  

The Water Justice Ministry 
is addressing rural Haitian 

Prayer shawls are an 
ancient tradition dating 

back centuries. The shawls 
or quilts are a way to wrap, 
enfold, comfort, and give 
solace, warmth, and a hug all 
at once to a person in need. 
They can be made in different 
ways, but are all symbolic 

communities’ needs for a safe 
and reliable water source. 
Safe water is a luxury enjoyed 
by 8 percent of Haiti’s rural 
population—an appalling 
statistic. As Haiti rebuilds, 
this is an opportunity to help 
Haitians improve their quality 
of life.

On Sunday, March 14, 
Susan Smith, CPC Water 
Justice Intern, will be 
speaking to the adult Sunday 
school class as well as 
presenting the sermon in the 
morning worship service.

Prayer Shawl Ministry Provides Comfort by Anita Moss

of God’s all-inclusive, 
unconditional love for each 
one of us.

Hillsdale’s Prayer Shawl 
Ministry has been helping 
people who are grieving, sick, 
or celebrating a new addition 
to their family. These shawls 
can be hand-knit, crocheted, 

woven, quilted, or polar-
fleece-tied. They can be done 
by individuals at home or in 
groups.

If you are interested in 
participating in this ministry, 
take a look at the Prayer 
Shawl binder on the Narthex 
table. There are directions 

available for you to use if you 
wish. If you have questions 
about making a prayer shawl, 
please call Anita Moss at 
503-246-6874.

Please let Pastor Jennifer 
know if there is someone you 
know who could benefit from 
a prayer shawl. 

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (pastor@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld Custodian  Terry Cornell

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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