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Worship at HCC 
February 2012
Join us Sundays at 10:30

February 5
Holy Communion
The Rev. Jeff Barton preaching
Isaiah 40:21-31, Mark 1:29-39 
“On the Run” 

February 12
2 Kings 5:1-14, Mark 1:40-45 
“I Am Willing”

February 19
Mark 9:2-9
7V/7V Week 1: “Acedia and Faith”

February 22
Ash Wednesday
Service of Worship 7:00 p.m.

February 26
Genesis 9:8-17, Mark 1:9-15
7V/7V Week 2: “Envy and Hope”

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.

SW Hope Again Collects Food for Hungry PDXers
Every year, we hope this is the year 

we won’t have to do this again. 
Unfortunately, the needs of hungry people 
in SW Portland are greater than ever. And, 
the food box program at Neighborhood 
house is working harder than ever to meet 
those needs. Once again, SW Portland faith 

communities are rallying to meet that need 
by sponsoring a food and money drive to 
support Neighborhood House. Look for 
more information in the March edition of 
Tidings, and prayerfully consider how you 
might be involved in this year’s SW Hope 
food and money collection.

Singing Circle of Peace Benefits SW Hope
What would it be like to sing, rather 

than talk, our way to interfaith 
understanding? Come find out, and benefit 
SW Hope at the same time.

 A Singing Circle of Peace: Sharing, 
Teaching, and Learning will take place on 

Sunday, February 26, at 4:00 p.m. in our 
Sanctuary. It is an opportunity to learn 
from, and sing along with, song leaders 
from several faith traditions. Song leaders 
from P’nai Or Synagogue, HCCUCC, St. 
Andrews Presbyterian, St. Clare Catholic, 

as well as other invited guests, will present 
a song or two from their faith traditions 
which we will sing together. At the 
vegetarian potluck to follow, we’ll gather 
around tables to continue the conversation 
begun in song.

The event is free and open to all ages and 
abilities. A free-will offering of food and 
money will benefit SW Hope, a yearly food 
drive supporting Neighborhood House’s 
food box program. Join us on February 26 
as we sing our way toward understanding!

Drink Water for Life! by nayan fleenor

Drink Water for Life is a project that 
HCCUCC has done the last two 

years to help fund clean drinking water 
for villages in the Central Plateau region 
of Haiti. We send the money collected 
($1,048 for the past two years) to First 
Congregational UCC in Salem and the 
Zabriko Project.

The first installation was a spring that 
was capped and piped to the village of 
Zabriko. This provided clean water at a cost 
of about $5 per person. Now work is being 
done to help other villages in that area. The 
actual work is being done by the Mouvman 

Peyizan Papay (Peasant Movement of 
Papay). This is a well-established group of 
farmer collectives. They can do the work, 
but don’t have the money for the pipes, etc. 
In addition to water, they are also working 
on sanitation and health education. If you 
want to learn more, search for The Zabriko 
Project on the internet. It tells about the 
four phases of the project that they have 
planned. They are currently part way 
though Phase Two.

How can you help? The Drink Water for 
Life campaign encourages people to

see Water, page 5
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Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell 

I am a little more than a 
month into a six-month 

training program that will 
culminate in a sprint triathlon 
in May. I’m following a pretty 
strict schedule of training, 
and since I really want to be 
able to finish the 500-meter 
swim, 12-mile bike ride, and 
3-mile jog, I am sticking with 
it. The results of doing a new 
thing—exercising even when 
I don’t feel like it—have so far 
been pleasantly surprising.

The preparations for this 
training didn’t start out 
pleasant, though. Late last 
summer when I first began 
dreaming of completing a 
triathlon, the bike and even 
the run portions did not 
worry me too much. But I had 
one big problem. I did not 
know how to swim. I mean, 
I could keep afloat, but I had 
never actually swum an entire 
length of a pool. However, 
the idea of a triathlon would 

not let me go, so I grimly 
set my jaw and determined 
to teach myself, struggling 
through what I sometimes 
grandly called “swimming 
laps” but more often and more 
accurately called “thrashing 
and choking.” 

One memorable day in 
October or so, I was really 
about to give it up. 

“Why can’t I do it right?” 
I asked my pal, the lifeguard, 
pointing to the seemingly 
effortless swimmer in the next 
lane. “I mean, look at that guy. 
He makes it look so easy!”

“Well, he’s relaxed,” my 
friend said. “That’s the key, is 
to relax.” 

After that, swimming laps 
changed for me. Instead of 
fighting the water, and my 
own uncoordinated body, I 
relaxed. I trusted the water 
to hold me, and my body to 
propel me. Now, I’ll never be 
a great swimmer. There will 

always be 
a certain 
amount of 
thrashing 
and 
choking 
involved. But, most of the 
time, I relax and I swim.

As we enter the season 
of Lent, many of us will 
participate in activities 
designed to draw us closer 
to God. These activities may 
at first feel uncomfortable or 
difficult, but with practice, 
I can promise you from 
experience that they become 
easier. Don’t worry too much 
about getting it right. Maybe 
the key is to relax a little. 
Trust that you are held, trust 
your own self, and push off. 
Before you know it, you’ll be 
swimming.

See you in church!

Native Plants 
Baptized
Following the worship 

service on Janurary 15, 
Pastor Jennifer led members 
of the congregation out to the 
new bed of native plants just 
planted by the Back to Eden 
Team at the Texas Street end 
of the upper parking lot. The 
members filled cups of water, 
then circled around the plants 
in a fresh dusting of snow 
as Jennifer spoke words of 
blessing. At the signal, they 
joyfully sprinkled water on 
the plants, echoing the theme 
of Jennifer’s sermon while 
signifying their nurture and 
support of the plan to restore 
the church grounds to their 
original condition.

We hope there will be 
more such occasions as 
more and more volunteers 
join in “planting parties” 
to replace unneeded grass 
and invasive plants with 
new native species. The 
BTE Team will keep the 
congregation apprised of 
future opportunities.

Adopt-A-Loo!
As we spruce up in 

preparation for Spring 
Assembly, indivduals 
and groups are invited to 
adopt one of our church 
bathrooms to paint and 
decorate. Compete with other 
Adopt-A-Loo teams for the 
fabulous prize awarded to the 
most splendidly decorated 
women’s or men’s room! 
Check with Bonnie Griswold 
for parameters and more 
information.

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Support CPC Churches through Weekly Prayer
We are in covenant with 

other UCC churches in 
our denomination and region. 
Please keep the following faith 
communities in your prayers.

Week of February 5: 
Bridgeport UCC—Pray for 
this church as they enter 
into their search for a new 
minister. The search team was 
named at the congregational 
meeting on January 29. Pray 
for Rev. Alan Claassen as 
he continues his interim 
assignment through 2012.

Week of February 12: 
UCC Congregational in The 
Dalles—Pray for this church’s 

particular concern for the 
homeless, both short-term 
for shelter on cold nights, and 
more long-term in getting 
families back into homes and 
employment. 

Week of February 19: 
Forest Grove UCC—
Congregation asks for 
your prayers for their 
efforts in continuing to 
lead community response 
to homelessness and 
operating the only Severe 
Weather Shelter in Western 
Washington County. Their 
pastor is Rev. Jennifer Yocum. 

Week of February 26: 

Clackamas United Church of 
Christ—Celebrates 116 years 
as a Progressive Christian 
Congregation in Clackamas 
County. The church was 
founded in 1895 as a rural, 
mission church. Please keep 
their Just Peace ministry in 
your prayers. Their pastor, 
Rev. Denise Andersen, has 

served this 
congregation 

for 20 years. 

God is
still

speaking,
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What Is Ash Wednesday?
Ash Wednesday marks 

the beginning of the 
season of Lent, the 40 days 
(not counting Sundays) 
before Easter. During Lent, 
many people like to enter 
into practices to draw closer 
to God. We observe Ash 
Wednesday with a quiet 

service, including releasing 
the mistakes and difficulties 
of the past year by putting 
them symbolically into a fire. 
This is a very meaningful 
service for many. Please join 
us at 7:00 on Wednesday 
evening, February 22, for the 
Ash Wednesday service.

Vices, Virtues, and Soup
Each year, we enter into 

a time of study and 
fellowship as we observe the 
Lenten season.

This year, our soup supper 
study series will begin on 
Leap Year Day, February 29. 
Each week we will focus on 
one of the seven so-called 
deadly sins, and explore for 
each one the corresponding 
virtue. This course will 
offer an opportunity for 
both historical study and 
consideration of our own 

personal and societal 
morality. A slightly modified 
version of the course will 
also be offered on Sunday 
morning. 

Each Wednesday evening 
from February 29 through 
March 28, we will eat a 
simple soup supper together 
beginning at 6:15, convene 
for vespers at 6:50 or so, 
and begin our hour-long 
discussion at 7:00. You are 
welcome to attend all or part 
of the evening.

Love for All March Supports 
Equality
Adapted from an article by 
Karen Kulm, Vancouver First 
Congregational UCC

On Wednesday, January 4, 
Washington Sate 

Governor Christine Gregoire 
announced she will introduce 
legislation to make marriage 
equality a reality for loving, 
committed gay and lesbian 
couples. The bill will have 
multiple cosponsors in the 
Washington House and 
Senate. If the bill passes and 
the governor signs it, the 
opposition is expected to 
launch a drive for signatures 
to delay the law until it is put 
to a vote in November.

The UCC General Synod 
passed a resolution in 2005 
in support of equal marriage 
rights for all, and encouraged 
members to actively work for 
legislative changes. Now is the 
time for the Central Pacific 
Conference churches to get 
on the road, literally, of this 
historic journey.

From February 9-15, 
the Love For All March for 
Marriage Equality will see 
marchers and supporters 
traveling from Vancouver, 
Washington to the Capitol 
steps in Olympia. The 
march was envisioned 

by Pastor Brooks Berndt, 
First Congregational 
UCC, Vancouver, and is 
cosponsored by Equal Rights 
Washington, The Religious 
Coalition for Equality, The 
Community of Welcoming 
Congregations, and the 
Faith Action Network of 
Washington.

The Central Pacific 
Conference is sponsoring a 
team. You can participate in 
the following ways:

• Attend the kick-off 
prayer breakfast Thursday, 
February 9 at 7 a.m., 
Vancouver First United 
Methodist Church, 401 E 
33rd Street, Vancouver.

• Walk! As little or as much 
as you want. We will walk 
from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. each 
day. Maps are available with 
the daily route. We invite 
groups of people to bring 
their own support vans, but 
at least one RV and one van 
will be available each day to 
provide warmth, a bathroom, 
hot beverages, water, and 
first aid.

You can learn more at 
cpcjusticeandwitness.com

Immediately, Immediately, 
ImmediateLY
The shortest gospel, the 

book of Mark, uses the 
word immediately many 
times, and is packed with 
urgency. We will be studying 
this exciting book for the 
next year in our Monday 
morning Bible study. Join us 
for a special Bible study on 
President’s Day, February 20, 
at 10:30 in the Library, as 
we read the book aloud in 

its entirety. Hope to see you 
then!

Of course, you are welcome 
to join the Bible study any 
Monday at 10:30. We always 
study the scripture we will 
read the next Sunday. If you 
can’t join us but would like to 
see what we’ll be reading, sign 
up for a weekly study here: 
http://www.ucc.org/feed-
your-spirit/weekly-seeds/.

Prayer Shawls Wrap the Soul
by Anita Moss

Prayer Shawls are an 
ancient tradition dating 

back centuries. The shawls 
or quilts are a way to wrap, 
enfold, comfort, give solace, 
warmth, and a hug all at once 
to a person in need. They can 
be made in different ways, but 
are all symbolic of God’s all-
inclusive, unconditional love 
for each one of us.

The prayer shawl ministry 
has been helping people here 
at Hillsdale Community 
Church since 2008. These 

shawls can be hand-knit, 
crocheted, woven, quilted, or 
polar-fleece tied. They can be 
done by individuals at home 
or in groups.

The shawls should be at 
least 60 inches long and 30 
inches wide. They may be of 
any color (keep in mind that 
we need shawls to give to 
men, women, and children.) 
The materials used should be 
washable. These may be given 
to people in need of support

see Shawls, page 4
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February 2012
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10:00a Loaves and Fishes, 

Multnomah Center

1:00p Tai Chi, FH

2
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

3 4

5
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Down

6
10:30p Bible Study, LIB

7
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

8
1:00p Memoir Writing 

Group, Maria Dunlop’s 
home

1:00p Tai Chi, FH

9
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

10 11
9:00a Work Day

12
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11:45a Youth Mission 
Experience, Medical Teams 
International

13
 Transition Projects 

Meal, Bud Clark Commons

10:30p Bible Study, LIB

14
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

15
1:00p Tai Chi, FH

16
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

5:30p Ministry Night, FH

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

17 18

19
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11:45a Celebration Sunday, FH

20
 Tidings Deadline
10:30p Bible Study, LIB

21
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

7:00p Consistory Meeting, LIB

22
 Ash Wednesday
1:00p Tai Chi, FH

7:00p Ash Wednesday 
Service

23
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

24 25

26
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

4:00p Singing Circle of 
Peace, SANC

27
10:30p Bible Study, LIB

28
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

29
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:00p Tai Chi, FH

6:15p Lenten Soup 
Supper, FH

March 1
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

2 3
9:00a Consistory Retreat

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Upper Parking Lot PO=Pastor’s Office SANC=Sanctuary

Youth Justice Conference

Shawls continued from page 3

as well as to people who 
have a new baby or are  at 
a crossroads in their lives. 
Please let Pastor Jennifer 
know if there is someone you 
know who would be in need 
of a prayer shawl.

The shawls are on display at 
the back of the Sanctuary. 
If you are interested in 
participating in this ministry, 
please see the binder marked 
Prayer Shawl on the table 
near the shawls. There are 

directions available for you 
to use. On the table there is 
also a book to note that you 
have donated a prayer shawl, 
as well as to note when one 
is given out. This will be a 
reference to help us make sure 

that no one is overlooked.
If you have questions 

about making a prayer shawl 
or would be interested in 
joining a prayer shawl group, 
please call Anita Moss at 
503-246-6874.
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Youth Corner
Children to Support Neighborhood House 
Emergency Food Box Program During Lent

During Lent, the children will learn about hunger in 
our community and ways to help share God’s blessing 
of food with our neighbors in need. In partnership with 
Neighborhood House, children and their parents may 
volunteer to help with the Emergency Food Box Program 
during one evening each month. The children are also 
invited to collect coins to end hunger. For every dollar the 
children collect, Neighborhood House can provide five 
pounds of food for a local family.

For our fundraising activity, please save a cardboard box 
from your child’s favorite food (cereal, popcorn, cookies, 
etc.). During Sunday School on February 19 and 26, children 
will use the boxes to create “Food Box” piggy banks to collect 
coins daily during Lent according to a special calendar. All 
members of the congregation are invited to take a calendar 
home and participate. On Palm Sunday, the children will 
bring their Food Boxes to the front of the church during 
the Children’s Moment. These offerings will be given to 
Neighborhood House’s Emergency Food Box Program.

February Youth Mission Experience: 
Medical Team International’s Real. Life. Exhibit.

Middle and high school youth and their families 
are invited to join Pastor Jennifer and others from the 
congregation for a visit to The Real. Life. Exhibit on Sunday, 
February 12, just after church. The Real. Life. Exhibit is a 
walk-through, multi-sensory exhibit that allows people to 
experience what Real. Life. is like for children affected by 
disaster, conflict, and poverty. Visitors to the exhibit describe 
the experience: “Eye-opening.” “I will never be the same.” 
“Inspiring.” “I must do something.” “I can make a difference.”  
There will be time for conversation after the exhibit as we 
consider how we can act for justice in the world.

And, mark your calendar for our March Adventure 
Experience: Snowshoeing at Lake Enid, March 18.

Justice Conference
You are invited to join Pastor Jennifer at the Justice 

Conference (Feb. 24-25), a two-day annual event to promote 
dialogue around justice related issues such as human 
trafficking, slavery, poverty, HIV/AIDS, and human rights. 
With speakers as diverse as neo-monastic Shane Claiborne, 
civil rights leader Dr. John Perkins, and modern-day 
abolitionist Rachel Lloyd, as well as music and worship 
experiences, February’s Justice Conference promises to be 
a fascinating couple of days. Come and learn how you can 
impact a new generation to work for justice.

Water continued from page 1

drink a glass of tap water 
during Lent instead of other 
drinks when they go out 
to eat. Think about what it 
would be like to not have 
access to drinking water that 
is clean, and then contribute 
the money you would have 
spent to Drink Water for Life. 
To help kids learn about the 
importance of clean drinking 

water, tell them about it 
and maybe have them put a 
penny into a glass kept on the 
counter every time they get a 
drink of water

If you just want to make a 
specific contribution, you can 
write Drink Water for Life on 
the memo line of your check 
and put it in the offering 
plate.

Soup for the Soul Returns
Soup for the Soul is the 

event that brings you 
some of Portland’s top chefs 
for an intimate 
and entertaining 
evening. Come 
meet Portland’s best 
chefs and sample 
their soups. Enjoy 
beer, wine, and 
desserts, a silent auction, 
and live music. Soup for the 
Soul benefits the work of 
Transition Projects, a 501(c)3 
organization. The proceeds 
from this event will provide 
flexible financial assistance 
to move people from 
homelessness to housing. 
Each year, Transition Projects 
helps more than 500 people 

end their homelessness. 
Our chef roster is 

still developing. Stay 
tuned to www.
soupforthesoulpdx.
com for updates on 
the chef line-up. You 
can also follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter.

Please join us 
at Urban Studio, 935 NW 
Davis Street, for an amazing 
event that will help people 
end their homelessness and 
transition into housing. The 
event begins at 6:00 p.m. and 
concludes at 8:30.

Tickets ($75/person) are 
available exclusively online at 
www.tprojects.org/STORE/
cart/TRNStore.cfm

My Dear Church Fam
ily,

Never underestimate the power of 

prayer! This is som
ething I learned 

in my recent “health set
-back”. The 

Holy Spirit is moving amongst us 

constantly, giving u
s strength  and 

comfort that can only c
ome from 

God. I do  thank 
you for Your many 

cards, and love, bu
t mostly for your 

prayers. Thank you
, thank you!

   Margaret Bronson
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U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
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Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld, Gracie McManus, Allie Donahue

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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