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Worship at HCC 
February 2013

February 3
Luke 4:21-30
Listen To The Children
Holy Communion prepared and 
served by the children

February 10
Exodus 34:29-35
Transfiguration Sunday
The Rev. Pat Ross preaching

Wednesday, February 13 • 7 a.m.
Ash Wednesday Service
followed by Ashes-To-Go in 
Multnomah Village

February 17
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Luke 4:1-13
All Who Wander Are Not Lost

February 24
Women’s Retreat Weekend

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.

Discipleship 201: Taking the Next Steps
Parker J. Palmer, author of Let Your 

Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of 
Vocation, writes: “Before I can tell my life 
what I want to do with it, I must listen to my 
life telling me who I am.” 

Are you taking the first steps on your 
faith journey, or are you a seasoned 
traveller? Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, get ready, as Parker Palmer says, 
to listen to your life. Together, we will take 
the next steps in our walk with God and our 
faith community through our Lenten Soup 
Supper Series—Discipleship 201: Taking the 
Next Steps. Designed by Gary Roberts and 
Pastor Jennifer just for our congregation, 

this course will guide you to a richer 
understanding of yourself, your God, your 
community, and how they all fit together.

Lenten Soup Suppers meet Wednesdays 
6:15-8:15. We begin with a light meal and 
then launch into an experiential time of 
learning, praying, listening, and taking the 
next steps on our faith walk. The course 
runs Wednesdays from February 13 
through March 20. 

If you’re interested in providing a meal, 
please contact Paul Gonzales, chair of the 
Embrace All Team. For questions about 
the course, talk to Gary Roberts or Pastor 
Jennifer.

Looking Ahead to Lent
Lent is the 40 days before Easter and 

begins on February 13 with Ash 
Wednesday, a day of repentance (turning 
toward God). This year, our Ash Wednesday 
service will be held at 7:00 in the morning, 
and will conclude with an invitation to 
take the ashes along with a blessing to 
our neighbors and friends in Multnomah 
Village. This is based on a movement that 
began several years ago called “Ashes on 
the Go,” in which churches take the ashes 
to street corners and offer a prayer and 
blessing to commuters and other passersby.

If you are interested in joining Pastor 

Jennifer for an hour of “Ashes On the Go,” 
on the morning of February 13, let her 
know.
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Back to Eden 
Planning 
Project for Kids
by Patti Brandon and Jim ruyle

The Back to Eden team is 
continuing work to return 

the church grounds back to 
our native environment.

It’s now time to get the 
younger population of the 
church involved in the 
project. We want to involve 
the children in the design, 
creation, and maintenance 
of a backyard habitat. This 
is a great way for kids to see 
and understand the role 
that wildlife plays in their 
community. Our youth will 
have the opportunity to see 
our flora and fauna return 
to our surrounding area. We 
hope the children will be able 
to witness a butterfly lifecycle 
that begins with the larvae 
(caterpillar) stage and later 
transforms into the brightly 
colored flying adults; the two 
stages require very distinct 
food sources, and different 
species are often very picky 
eaters!

On February 10, the 
children will be making bird 
houses during Sunday School. 
There will be some adult 
assistance, including Patti 
Brandon who organized the 
project and Evan Holt who 
will cut the wood pieces for 
assembly by the children. 
Parents are invited to attend 
Sunday School that day to 
help during the “hammering” 
phase of the project.

Later, the bird houses will 
be mounted strategically 
around our church property.

see Birds, next column

Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell 

I’ve been doing some spring 
cleaning, both at home and 

in my office at the church. 
In both places, this involves 
a lot of moving around 
and dusting under the vast 
quantities of books that I have 
collected over my life. I always 
wonder when I do 
this why I couldn’t 
be a collector of 
something lighter, 
smaller, and less 
dusty. 

But, one thing I like about 
this kind of organizing is that 
I always find a treasure or two, 
some books that have been 
old friends but have been out 
of sight and therefore out of 
mind for a while. One such 
book that floated to the top 
this time was Maya Angelou’s 
I know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings. I read it so long ago, 
I could hardly remember 

the story, but I remembered 
loving the ending, so I turned 
to the last few pages and read 
them again. 

They tell the story of the 
birth of young Maya’s son. 
When she brings him home, 
she finds she is frightened of 

her lovely, fragile baby. She 
is worried that she will drop 
or hurt him in some way. She 
is so terrified, that she vows 
not to sleep when he lies 
next to her, for fear she will 
crush him. When she finally 
drops off, her mother wakes 
her again, to show her that 
she has made a tent out of 
the blanket while she slept, 
perfectly protecting the child. 

“See,” her 
mother 
whispers, 
“You don’t 
have to 
think about doing the right 
thing. If you’re for the right 
thing, you do it without 
thinking.”

We may think of the season 
of Lent as time when you have 
to think hard about doing the 
right thing—changing one 
thing about our behavior. 
The key, as Maya’s mother 
reminds us, is that we have to 
be “for” the right thing, then 
our behavior will follow. Our 
worship and Lenten Soup 
Suppers will all be pointed 
toward this change that comes 
from within.

I look forward to joining 
you as we continue the journey.

“You don’t have to think about doing 
the right thing. If you’re for the right 
thing, you do it without thinking.”

Birds (continued from previous column)

When the birds arrive, they 
will find more native plants 
that we have recently planted 
in addition to those from last 
year. Will that affect their 
interest in nesting in our bird 
houses? What do they care 
what’s growing down below? 
They care about the insects 
our new plants will attract. 
Most bird species must feed 
meat material to their young, 
and that’s mostly insects. Birds 
cannot reproduce without 
those insects because that’s 
all their babies can eat. If our 
grounds are planted mostly 
with foreign species like grass, 
laurel hedges, and holly, there 
will be no insects for the birds 
to eat because the insects 

eat only native plants. Grass 
and other non-native plants 
drive insects away and the 
birds with them. That’s why 
our songbird populations in 
America have diminished 
drastically, some almost to 
extinction. Fish in our streams 
also need those insects. 

So says Douglas Tallamy, 
chair of the department of 
entomology and wildlife 
ecology at the University of 
Delaware. He is author of the 
book Bringing Nature Home, 
which, in layman’s language 
and beautiful photos, explains 
the connection between native 
plants and wildlife and why 
it is important to our entire 
existence. He says the way to 

save nature is to save suburbia 
by restoring native plant 
species wherever we can.

That’s what the Back 
To Eden team is trying to 
do—save nature on our own 
grounds while teaching other 
churches and the community 
to do the same. The BTE team 
is planning an educational 
program for our congregation 
and neighborhood based on 
Tallamy’s book. The book is 
captivating; Tallamy packed 
the Portland Garden Club for 
his lecture and slide show last 
November. 

Watch for notices about 
our own program and learn 
what you can do to help save 
creation. 
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February 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 

1 2
7:30a Youth Serve 

Breakfast CLAY

3
9:00a Adult Study Group LIB

10:30a Communion 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

4
7:00p Stephen Ministry 

Training LIB

5
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

6
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

1:30p Tai Chi FH

7
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

8 9

10
9:00a Adult Study Group LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

11
 Transition Projects 

Meal BUD

7:00p Stephen Ministry 
Training LIB

12
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

13
1:00p Memoir Writing 

Group, MDH

1:30p Tai Chi FH

14
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

15 16

17
9:00a Adult Study Group LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

11:30a Building Task Force 
Update / Celebration 
Sunday FH

18
 President’s Day - 

Church Office Closed
7:00p Stephen Ministry 

Training LIB

19
 Tidings Deadline
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

7:00p Foundation WORK

7:00p Consistory LIB

20
1:30p Tai Chi FH

21
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

22 23

24
9:00a Adult Study Group LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

25 26
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

27
1:30p Tai Chi FH

28
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

BUD=Bud Clark Commons, 655 NW Hoyt St CLAY=Clay Street Table, SW 13th at Clay CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) 

LIB=Library LOT=Upper Parking Lot MDH=Maria Dunlop’s Home, 12146 SW 29th Ave MULT=Multnomah Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy PO=Pastor’s Office SANC=Sanctuary WORK=Office Workroom

Funds continued from page 5

community who want to 
make a difference.

Snowcap - $200. This is a 
grassroots program affiliated 
with East Multnomah 
County. They asked for help 
for gloves, hats, and socks 
to help the homeless in their 
area. Snowcap has long been 
affiliated with Parkrose UCC. 
Through this donation we not 
only help the homeless but 

also support another local 
UCC community.

Drink Water for Life - 
$200. This is an international 
group that helps communities 
develop safe and sustainable 
drinking water. This donation 
is specifically for the needs in 
Haiti.

Ethiopian Women’s 
Ministry - $300. This is an 
international ministry to 

help women in Ethiopia 
who suffer from fistula 
issues related to unrelieved 
obstructed labor often due 
to very young girls bearing 
children. This donation pays 
for the operation for one 
woman. Through this and 
the following donation we 
not only support the need in 
Ethiopia but also the passion 
of Dennis and Trudi Frengle 

who work to raise awareness 
of this international issue.

Project Ethiopia - $101. 
This is an international 
ministry to help villagers 
in Ethiopia build healthy 
sustainable communities with 
adequate housing, schools, 
and sanitation facilities. The 
completely volunteer effort is 
managed and built by people 
within the local villages.

Women’s Retreat

Women’s Retreat
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Youth Corner
Opportunities for Service for Children and Youth
Saturday, February 2, 7:30-11 a.m. • Middle- and high-schoolers serving at Clay Street 
Table (13th and Clay)
Tuesday, February 5, 6:30-8:30 p.m. • Sunday School serving at Neighborhood House Food 
Pantry

Hope for Change
During Lent the children of HCCUCC will be collecting change for SW Hope. Each week, 
the children are encouraged to collect five cents per meal or snack to put in a “spare change” 
jar on Sundays. Adults are encouraged to participate as well! The most effective way to help 
our hungry neighbors in need is to make a monetary contribution to SW Hope. Because of 
SW Hope’s partnership with the Oregon Food Bank, they are able to purchase food at deeply 
discounted prices, so that every $1 donated equals at least five pounds of food. Please see 
any member of the Share Christ’s Word team for more details.

Children’s Sunday School
February 3 • Food for all (Mark 6:30-44) • A large crowd followed Jesus to a wilderness area. 
Jesus taught the people then fed them using five loaves and two fish. Thousands ate and were 
satisfied.
February 10 • A woman confronts Jesus (Mark 7:24-30) • A Syrophoenician woman came 
to Jesus begging help for her child. She convinced Jesus to help foreigners well as his own 
people. Jesus healed the daughter.
February 17 (First Sunday in Lent) • Arguing about greatness (Mark 9:33-50) • The 
disciples argued about who was the greatest. Jesus taught that humble acts like welcoming a 
child and offering water will open the way to peace with others.
February 24 (Second Sunday in Lent) • Jesus blesses children (Mark 10:13-16) • People 
brought children to Jesus. The disciples tried to turn them away but Jesus welcomed them 
and said that the kingdom belongs to children.

Increase 
Your Church’s 
Health
Jack Morby and the 

Local Church Ministry 
Team of the Central Pacific 
Conference invite you to an 
event designed to increase the 
church’s vitality and health.

Workshops on the Future 
of the Church, Assets 
Mapping, Communication 
and Marketing, and 
Transformational Worship 
will be presented by Rev. 
Cameron Trimble from 
the Center for Progressive 
Renewal.

The event takes place at 
Bethel Congregational UCC 
in Beaverton on Friday, 
February 22, from 4:30-
9:00 p.m., and Saturday, 
February 23, from 8:30 a.m. 
until 3:30 p.m.

HCC member Gary 
Roberts has this to say 
about presenter Cameron 
Trimble: “… I think Cameron 
a visionary church leader, 
and one of the best teachers 
I’ve met. She’ll make you 
think…I guarantee it will be 
game-changing for anyone 
who attends, and make you a 
more effective church leader 
wherever you worship or 
serve in the future. 

“I’ve learned from her in 
five similar events previously, 
dating back to 2007. And 
yet, I’m registering for this, 
and not looking for HCC to 
cover the cost. I view it as 
an investment in my own 
discipleship, with the benefit 
to HCC incidental.”

If you’re interested, talk to 
Jack Morby, Pastor Jennifer, or 
Gary Roberts to learn more.

EMO Hosts 
Advocacy Day
Ecumenical Ministries of 

Oregon (EMO) and our 
many interfaith partners 
will be tackling the issues of 
Hunger, Housing, and Health 
Care at our 2013 Interfaith 
Advocacy Day event. We hope 
you will join us.

The event takes place at 
St. Mark Lutheran Church 
in Salem on Thursday, 
February 28, beginning at 
8:30 a.m. Please speak with 
Pastor Jennifer if you would 
like to carpool for this event.

Who Are You Now?
The Center for Courage 

and Renewal is 
sponsoring a Circle of Trust 
retreat in Eagle Creek this 
April. Join co-facilitators 
Revs. Alan Claassen and Faye 
Orton Snyder as they lead you 
to:

• Gain greater access to 
your inner wisdom and a new 
depth of self-knowledge

• Experience a source of 
strength and guidance that 
is the place of truth-telling 
within us

• Learn principles and 
practices that can be applied 

to your daily life and work
• Enjoy the quiet beauty 

of the Collins Retreat Center 
located in a beautiful farm 
and woodland area just 45 
minutes from Portland

This retreat is open to 
everyone. The cost is $450 per 
person (double occupancy) 
or $500 per person (single 
occupancy). Scholarships are 
available. Please contact Alan 
at 360-241-8922 or aclaas@
easystreet.net for more 
information. To learn more 
about Courage and Renewal, 
visit www.couragerenewal.org
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld, Gracie McManus, Chris Sessions

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Thank You!
Thanks to Evan, Rebecca, 

and Forrest Holt, who 
delivered all the leftover 
poinsettias from our 
Christmas decorating to our 
neighbors at two area nursing 
homes. The residents were 
delighted to receive them.

HCC collects batteries 
and compact fluorescent 

bulbs for recycling. John 
Biskey recently emptied both 
collection bins in the Narthex. 
Since September 2012 when 
the bins were last emptied, 
the church has recycled 40 
pounds of batteries and 17 
CFLs. Thanks, John, for 
faithfully shepherding this 
project!

Make a Difference Team Distributes Funds
The Make a Difference 

Team met recently to 
discuss the distribution of 
$2,841 in specially allocated 
mission funds. These funds 
are in addition to the 2013 
budget. The team distributed 
the funds as follows:

SW Community Health 
Clinic - $1,440. This amount 
funds the medical care, 
prescriptions, glasses, lab 
work, and so on for 10 people, 
based on an average cost of 
$144 per person. The team 
made this decision based 
on the critical health needs 
facing the local community 
during this winter season.

Clay Street Table - $200. 
This is a donation to help 

feed the homeless. It is a local 
mission affiliated with St. 
Stevens Church. Our youth 
participate in preparing and 
serving in partnership with 
St. Stevens. Through this 
donation, we support the 
local homeless community as 
well as the youth in our own 
church community who want 
to make a difference in the 
world.

World Food Program - 
$200. This is a donation to 
support the non-profit to 
feed children throughout 
the world. MeiLan Wechsler 
began fund-raising for the 
program last year and is 
working toward a goal of 
raising $2,000 by year-end. 

Through this donation we 
support the World Food 
Program as well as the 
youth in our own church 
community who want to 
make a difference.

Youth Ending Slavery - 
$200. This is a donation to 

help victims of sex trafficking. 
Olivia Hinerfeld has been 
involved in this fund-raising 
program. Through this 
donation we support Youth 
Ending Slavery as well as the 
youth in our own church

See Funds, page 3


