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tidings
Worship at HCCUCC 
February 2015
Sunday worship services begin at 10:30.

February 1
Power
Mark 1:21-28

February 8
Strength
Mark 1:29-39

February 15
Compassion
Mark 9:2-9

February 18, 7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday service

February 22
First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. 
An electronic version is available 
at www.hillsdaleucc.org. Send a 
request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to our email list. Tidings 
is edited and designed by Tim Ditch.

Renewed Interest in 
Community Garden 
Sparks Conversation
You might remember that several years 

ago we were in conversation with 
our neighbors at Stevens Creek Crossing 
about a shared community garden on 
our property, but it fell through due to 
funding issues on their end. The interest 
has remained, however, so we were excited 
to have been approached by Friends of 
Portland Community Gardens asking us to 
consider a community garden idea again. 
A letter from the Consistory and Pastor 
Jennifer in support of the garden states: 
“We look forward to building this garden, 
perhaps as soon as 2015, and working 
with our neighbors to build gardening 
skills, create opportunities to be outdoors, 
improve access to nutritional food, and 
enjoy one another and God’s creation.”

A steering committee made up of 
interested community members as well 
as garden experts held its second meeting 
on February 2. Interested in joining the 
steering committee or learning more? See 
Pastor Jennifer.

Furniture Needed for 
Children’s Ministry
The Sunday School team is making efforts 

to revamp the Sunday School rooms for 
our kiddos. With that comes the need for 
furniture and tangible goods. If you have 
furniture to donate that might work for our 
Sunday School rooms, will you please send 
a picture of it so we can follow up with you? 

We want to be sure that any donations are 
put to good use, so it’s important that we 
review items prior to accepting them.

It is so exciting to be able to give 
back to the children’s ministry! Thank 
you all for your help. If you have 
items to donate, pictures to send, or 
questions about the Sunday School 
program, please contact Jessica 
Denniston (porter_jm6116@live.com 
or 509-834-8261) or Rebecca Holt 
(rebeccah@lclark.edu or 503-866-0340).

Interfaith Advocacy 
Day to Be Held in Salem
Join a group from Hillsdale in Salem on 

Wednesday, February 11, for Interfaith 
Advocacy Day—“Raising Diverse Voices of 
Faith to Strengthen Oregon Communities.” 
The day runs from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
(registration/check-in begins at 8:00 a.m.) 
at St. Mark Lutheran Church in Salem. 
Hundreds of people from many religious 
traditions from throughout Oregon will 
gather for a day of worship, dialogue, and 
advocacy. Activities include an interfaith 
panel on “Confronting Poverty, Promoting 
Economic Equality, and Preventing Gun 
Violence,” training in advocacy skills, issue 
briefings, meetings with our legislators, and 
a keynote address by Nichole June Maher, 
MPH, president and CEO of Northwest 
Health Foundation. The registration fee is 
$20 (includes continental breakfast, lunch, 
and materials) and $10 for students with ID. 
Parking passes are $16 (includes shipping and 
handling). Register online at www.emoregon.
org. Please do not let the registration fee be a 
barrier to attendance. Contact Pastor Jennifer 
if you would like to attend.
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Kendálin Presents Benefit 
Concert for SW Hope
Portland-based folk-fusion band Kendálin will be playing 

a benefit concert on Saturday, February 21, to support 
the SW Hope community food and fund drive. Food and 
cash donations collected at the concert will benefit the 
Neighborhood 
House 
Emergency 
Food Box 
Program.

Kendálin is 
an eclectic folk-fusion ensemble with lush vocal harmonies 
and energetic instrumentals. The group blends vocals, octave-
mandolin, fiddles, viola, flutes, guitar, bass, and percussion to 
create a pan-cultural experience. The ensemble’s unique sound 
draws on a wide variety of folk traditions, including Celtic, 
Nordic, Middle Eastern, and more, inviting the audience to 
connect to a sound that is simultaneously new and familiar.

The free-will-offering concert takes place at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, 3228 SW Sunset Blvd, Portland, at 
7:00 p.m. Saturday, February 21.

The SW Hope campaign runs February 15 through 
March 29. Your donations to SW HOPE support Neighborhood 
House’s Emergency Food Box Program, which serves 500 to 
600 families each month. Help us reach our goal of 175,000 
pounds of food, or the cash equivalent. Each $1 donation helps 
us purchase 4 pounds of food through the Oregon Food Bank. 

This is an opportunity to enjoy a unique musical experience, 
support a local band, and help hungry neighbors in need!

For more information, contact the Development Office 
at Neighborhood House, 503-246-1664 x2118 or visit 
www.swhope.org.

HCCUCC Women’s Retreat Is 
Coming Soon
Join us for a weekend of fun, fellowship, self-care, music, 

personal time, Bible study, hiking, and did we say fun? This 
year we are staying at a bed and breakfast in Scappoose. That’s 
right, it’s not a long drive and you’ll get to choose your room 
and your roommate (and private bath!). Rooms are going 
fast, so please don’t wait. Check out these gorgeous rooms at 
www.ScappooseCreekInn.com and then call 503-543-2740 to 
reserve your room. Cindy Van Loo has the retreat registration 
forms: cindyvanloo54@gmail.com. The form has all the 
instructions and contact information on it as well. This retreat 
should be a hoot! Hope you can join us!

From the Pastor by Jennifer Brownell

I have two prayers these days. 
One for courage, one for comfort.
First, for COURAGE, 
I breathe.
Breathe in Wildness.
Breathe out Goodness.
Breathe in Wildness.
Breathe out Goodness.
And I say, 
The scripture tells me 
I was made in your Image, Holy One. 
So, like You, 
I am also wildness, also goodness.
Breathe in Wildness, 
Breathe out Goodness. 
For COMFORT, 
I say these two words.
Jesus. Yes.
Sometimes, the first is tentative, uncertain, wondering and 

wandering: Jesus? 
And the answer, resonant and powerful and clear: 
Yessss.
Other times, the Name is strong, and the answer is not the 

divine voice, but my own small one, calling back into a darkness 
that I hope is fuller of light than it seems in that minute.

JESUS!
Yes?
The monks and mystics say that the Divine is within, without, 

all around. I pray that this is true, that my YES, the tentative 
small one, and Christ’s YES, the big and bold one, are really one 
and the same.

Two prayers. One for courage, one for comfort. Although, when 
it comes right down to it, maybe comfort and courage are really 
one and the same thing.

This is an excerpt from the memoir I wrote in part on 
sabbatical in 2013. Called Swim, Ride, Run, Breathe: How I Lost 
a Triathlon and Caught My Breath, the book will be published 
by Pilgrim Press (after a bit of schedule shuffling) this spring. 
I also have an essay in another book coming out this spring 
called There’s a Woman in the Pulpit: Christian Clergywomen 
Share Their Hard Days, Holy Moments and the Healing Power of 
Humor. These books are both the result of long years of labor 
and now that they are almost here, it feels a bit excruciating to 
wait even a few more weeks, let alone months, to see the final 
products! I’m glad for the season of Lent, which calls us to 
be present to every moment—even the ones that are difficult 
for much bigger reasons than waiting for something exciting 
and fun to happen. I pray that each of you will join me in a 
commitment to be as fully alive to each moment this Lent 
as possible.

See you in church!
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Lenten Soup Suppers to Begin
Lenten Soup Suppers take place every Wednesday in Lent 

from 6:30-8:00 p.m. Dates this year are February 25, March 
4, 11, 18, 25. Our discussions at the soup suppers will focus 
on sharing our gifts with the church and world. The evenings 
feature a simple soup supper, vespers, and inspirational 
conversation each week.

Pastor Relations Group to Meet
The pastor relations committee meets quarterly and acts as a 

soundboard and support for Pastor Jennifer, and provides 
feedback to her from the congregation. The current committee 
is made up of Bob Brandon, Carol Doyle, Greg Hamilton, and 
Barb Raz. The next pastor relations committee meeting will 
take place on Saturday, February 7.

Discover Your Spiritual Gifts 
 by Martha Barstow

As we enter this new year, Pastor Jennifer and I have been 
discussing spiritual gifts and the various ways we serve 

God through our ministries. We have numerous ways we serve 
others, yet I wonder if each of us has fully recognized our 
spiritual gifts. 

You may ask, “What is a spiritual gift?” You will find 
the answer in the following Bible verses: Romans 12:6-8; 
1 Corinthians 12:8-10; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11; 
1 Peter 4:11. 

I invite you to read these verses, and then consider what 
gifts the Holy Spirit has given to you. As you reflect on this, 
pay attention to what activity makes your heart sing. Then, 
ask yourself “How might I use my abilities and talents in the 
ministries of our church, or what new ministries am I being 
called to start?”

We will be offering opportunities to identify our individual 
spiritual gifts and ways we can serve God through our current 
ministries and new ministries. We welcome your participation 
and energies as we seek ways to listen, learn, and serve.

St. Luke Lutheran to Host 
Community Recycling Event
An opportunity to recycle materials which are not 

accepted in curbside recycling bins will take place at St. 
Luke Lutheran Church between 9:00 and noon on Saturday, 
February 7. The event, open to everyone in the community, will 
accept much more than the batteries and bulbs that Hillsdale 
Community Church already collects in its Narthex. For a full 
description of recyclable materials that will be accepted, visit 
www.community-recycling.org or review the flyer posted 

above HCC’s collection bins. Plan on entering St. Luke’s parking 
lot via the driveway off SW 45th Avenue, one block south of 
SW Vermont, where signs will be posted. To offset expenses for 
hosting this event, a $2 freewill donation is requested.

Camp Adams Offers Camps for 
All Ages
There are many opportunities to connect with God, nature, 

and others coming up at Camp Adams in the months 
ahead. Register at campadams.org.

Midwinter Middle School Retreat • February 6-8. Youth 
in 6th-8th grades invited to spend a weekend at camp. A 
great way to reconnect with summer camp friends or try out 
Camp Adams for the first time. It’s not too late to register!

AMP (April Music Program) • April 24-26. Bring your 
instrument and your voice and make music all weekend long 
with your UCC community. All ages and abilities welcome!

Summer is just around the corner! As you make your 
family’s plans for the summer, make sure to include 
Camp Adams.

Family Camp • June 28-July 4 OR July 1-July 4
Genesis Seekers (youth who have completed 2nd or 3rd 

grade) • July 5-July 11
Taller and Smaller Camp (ages 5, 6, and 7 with an adult) • 

July 8-July 11
Discoverers (youth who have completed 4th or 5th grade) • 

July 12-July 18
Sojourners (youth who have completed 6th, 7th, or 8th 

grade) • July 19-July 25
Exodus (youth who have completed 9th-12th grade) • July 

26-August 1

Back to Eden Continues Work 
 by Patti Brandon

As we have moved into the winter months it may appear 
there is not much going on with the church grounds. An 

update about the Backyard Habitat program is what we all 
need!

Our team of volunteers has worked steadily to prepare for 
our colder, rainier winter season with protection of our native 
animals and plants. Some of the fauna (animals) you will 
eventually see as the project progresses are:

Hummingbirds. We are being told that 
these tiny birds may be sticking around the 
Northwest instead of migrating south. There 
are three types of hummingbirds we might 
be seeing more of at feeders or in yards 

this time of year—Rufous, Anna’s, and Allen’s hummingbirds. 
These little birds are able to survive the cold by lowering their 
body temperature, hiding in the lees of tree trunks, shivering 
to warm up and eating a lot. Our plans are to develop areas for 
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these treasured creatures to find their home on the grounds of 
HCC.

We’ve had our Sunday School classes help by making and 
setting up nesting boxes on our grounds to get ready for spring 
and provide an essential nesting area for the members of many 
species of birds. It is also a great way to provide wildlife a place 
to raise young. The children have also helped in our wildflower 
project on the southeast corner of the property.

Mammals and birds maintain body temperatures well above 
the temperature of their surroundings. To do this, they must 
feed regularly, feeding the fires of their metabolisms. When air 
temperatures are very cold, extra food is needed to maintain 
a warm body temperature. This is a major problem because 
food is hard to come by in winter. Most mountain plants either 
die or go dormant in winter, which means that herbivorous 
animals are faced with the possibility of starvation in that 
season. Carnivores might have better luck finding food in 
winter, because they can prey on the weakened herbivores and 
eat carrion.

You will see flora (plants and trees) that provide some of the 
protection for the native animals.

One of the plants that survives and continues to provide 
beauty to the grounds is the sword fern. Adaptable as a ground 
cover, an understory plant growing beneath shade trees, or 

shrub, it grows best in well-
drained acidic soil of rich humus 
and small stones. Sword ferns 
are very tough and can survive 
occasional dry periods, but do 
well with consistent moisture 
and light sunlight. They prefer 
cool weather rather than overly warm. The sword fern is not 
a fussy plant, and will transplant well to sun or shade, stream 
bank or fence line, especially when given soil rich in organic 
matter that mimics a forest floor.

The holly leaf Oregon grape (mahonia aquifolium) has 
leathery, holly-like leaflets on stems ending in dense, branched 

clusters of small yellow flowers. 
Did you know that this stout shrub 
is the state flower of Oregon? The 
berries of this and other Oregon 
grape species are eaten by wildlife 
and make good jelly. Native 
Americans made a yellow dye 
from the bark and wood of this 
shrubby species. Several are used as 

ornamental garden plants. In the nursery trade, some of them 
are known by the common name Mahonia.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities DN

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

2
1:00p Community Garden 

Steering Committee 
Meeting, MH

3
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

4
10:00a Loaves and Fishes MC

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting, R3

5
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

6 7

8
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities DN

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

11:45a Congregational 
Gathering FH

9
 Transition Projects/

Hoyt St Meal BC

6:30p Post-Sabbath Bible 
Study (PSBS) MH

10
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

7:00p Consistory Meeting MH

11
 Interfaith Advocacy 

Day
1:30p Tai Chi FH

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting, R3

12
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

7:00p Interspiritual Prayer 
Group CH

13 14

15
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities DN

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

11:45a Newcomers Lunch MH

16 17
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

18
1:30p Tai Chi FH

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting, R3

7:00p Ash Wednesday 
Service SA

19
9:00a Walking Group UL

12:00p Tidings Deadline
7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

20 21

22
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities DN

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

23
6:30p Post-Sabbath Bible 

Study (PSBS) MH

24
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

25
1:30p Tai Chi FH

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting, R3

6:30p Lenten Soup Supper 
FH

26
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

27 28

BC=Bud Clark Commons (655 NW Hoyt St) CH=Chapel, Room 4, Education Wing CR=Choir Room DN=Downstairs FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch (SW Barbur at 19th) 

MH=Mt Hood Room MR=Maple Room MC=Multnomah Center (7688 SW Capitol Hwy)  R1=Room 1, Education Wing R3=Room 3, Education Wing SA=Sanctuary UL=Upper Parking Lot

Dear Friends,
I am constantly amazed at the way God works in our everyday lives. 
Often when we ignore his warnings, as I do, he finally calls a halt, and 
we are forced to stop, listen, and do what needs to be done!
As many of you heard, I recently had surgery. I am now home, 
regaining my strength, and looking forward to feeling better than my 
“old self.”
I am thankful for each day, for church friends, for God’s love and 
healing power, and for all your prayers and get-well notes. Thank you.
For those of you who are struggling with health issues, I pray that God 
will heal you and strengthen you to face tomorrow.    Peace,    Margaret Bronson


