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The Tidings
MULTIPLYING MINISTRY
UPDATE FROM PASTOR JENNIFER

Dear Ones of Hillsdale 
Community Church - 
UCC,

In October, our 
congregation voted to 
enroll in Stephen 
Ministries.  Through 
Stephen Ministry, we 
we develop a lasting 
program of caring 
ministry. This model of ministry is 
already working in thousands of 
congregations, equipping lay 
people to minister to others in 
need.

Hillsdale UCC will be 
preparing for this ministry in the 
months to come.  From February 
6-12,  Dennis Frengle, Carol Doyle, 
Lynn Walser-Clark and I will 
attend a Stephen Series Leader’s 
Training Course in Anaheim CA.  
We are all looking forward to this 
opportunity to receive instruction 
and materials necessary to 
implement and sustain this 
program of lay caring ministry 
here at Hillsdale.  

Dennis, Carol, Lynn and I will 
return from Anaheim 
prepared to guide a group of 
laypeople in our congregation 
through 50 hours of training 
in Christian caring skills.  
This Christ-centered training 
will prepare participants to 
care for others, covering such 
areas as how to listen 
effectively, how to deal with 

feelings, how to use traditional 
Christian resources in caring, how 
to maintain confidentiality, how to 
deal with people in crisis and 
other areas of concern.  

Upon completion of Stephen 
Series training, hopefully in late 
autumn of this year, these lay 
caregivers will be commissioned as 
Stephen Ministers and will 
become an important part of our 
caring ministry here at Hillsdale.  
These Stephen Ministers will 
provide one-on-one, confidential 
care for people challenged by
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January Worship

Sun, January 2
Holy Communion
Where is the King?
Matthew 2

Sun, January 9
Baptism of Jesus
New Members
Matthew 3:13-17

Mon, January 15
8 PM Service of 

" Healing and 
" Wholeness

Sun, January 16
Martin Luther King         

" Day
John 1:29-42

Sun, January 23
Matthew 4:12-23
 
Sun, January 30
Matthew 5:1-12

FIRST SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION
Did you know that on the first Sunday of each month, we collect 
canned and boxed food?  Bring the food to the narthex, and we’ll deliver 
it to Neighborhood House’s food box program, where it goes directly to 
help hungry people in our neighborhood. 
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FRIENDSHIP BUILDERS 
AUCTION A SUCCESS
 Our annual Christmas 
Auction, was once again an 
evening of great food, 
fellowship, and laughter.
Bob Brandon did an excellent 
job of Auctioneering , with 2 
elves as his helpers. The monies 
raised have been given to the 
"Pipes and Pipes".
" I would like to thank all 
who helped with decorations, 
kitchen help, donations,and the 
Elves who did the deliveries.  
Also a huge thank you
goes to Louise Albagli who 
donated all the many stuffed 
animals. Thank you, thank you!
(Due to Louise's work schedule she 
has never been able to attend  one of 
our Christmas Auctions. Perhaps 
we can arrange to hold it on 
another evening, next year, so you 
can join us!) -Margaret Bronson

FOUNDATION REPORT
In reviewing our investments 
for 2010 we have had a 6.7% 
return on a moderately 
conservative investment plan.  
We have 38% in cash, CD’s, and 
bonds with the remainder 
diversified in stock including: 
asset allocation – 39%; large cap 
- 14%, and international at 9%.  
The big expenditure this year 
has been paying off the Texas 
Street Improvement loan. 
Watch for the annual report for 
a detail account of spending by 
the Foundation. - Becky Meier

IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD...

Get together with your Hillsdale friends for the revival of the 
Hillsdale Book Club.  The book club will meet on the 4th Tuesday of 
each month and our first meeting will be at the church in Pastor 
Jennifer’s cozy office on Monday, January 24 from 7-9. 

Our first book, which will discuss that evening, is A People’s History 
of Christianity by Diana Butler Bass.  Don’t be daunted by the scary 
sounding title – this is a very enjoyable and readable survey of historical 
movements and people through the ages, that Butler Bass believes can 
inform progressive Christians today.  It is arranged both by era and by 
theme.  One reviewer says, “Don't miss the catalytic energy between 
these covers. Millions of people already are reclaiming the treasures in 
their religious history.” 

On Monday, February 28, we’ll be gathering to discuss Leif Enger’s 
Peace Like a River, a novel of adventure, the power of family and faith in 
miracles.

Both A People’s History of Christianity and Peace Like a River are 
available for sale in the church office and the narthex.  They are 
paperback, $10 each.  If you have ideas of books you’d like the book 
club to read, bring them to the first meeting.  See you then!

POSSIBILITY OF EVENING BIBLE STUDY EXPLORED
Would you like an evening Bible study? 

A dedicated group regularly meets 
each Monday at 10:30 am to 
study the Bible passage for 
the coming Sunday.  This is a 
drop-in class, and visitors and 
newcomers are always 
welcome.  Attendees find that 
this is a great way to learn more 
about the characters, history 
and ideas that form the Bible 

stories we hear each week in 
worship, as well as catch up with 

one another, pray together and enjoy 
time with church friends in a relaxed setting.  It may be you are 
interested in studying the Bible with a group, but have a hard time 
making it on Monday morning because of work or other obligations. 
Let’s gather to explore some Bible study options and see if there is 
interest in forming a regular, ongoing group in the evening. We will 
meet you Monday, January 10 at 7:00 in Pastor Jennifer’s office.  
If you are interested, but can’t make it at that time, or if you will need 
childcare for this gathering, please contact Jennifer at 
pastor@hillsdaleucc.org.

mailto:pastor@hillsdaleucc.org
mailto:pastor@hillsdaleucc.org
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CARD PARTY
New friend of the congregation 
Marteena Sander will lead a 
class on card making for the 
women of the church on 
Sunday January 9 at 11:30.  
Make a card or two for a special 

someone for Valentines Day.  
Bring a brown bag lunch and 
$2.00 for supplies to the library 
after church.  Please RSVP to 
Marteena at church on Sunday, 
or at mitotorica@yahoo.com so 
we’ll have enough supplies for 
you. 

GO, GO, GO 
JOSEPH!
This fall, the 
Sunday School 
curriculum 
focuses on 
stories of God’s 
first families, 
and Joseph 
appears in his 
coat of many colors. The Share 
Christ’s Word team invites all 
Hillsdale Church members and 
families to attend a Broadway 
Rose Theatre production of Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat in February 2011.

The Broadway Rose Theatre 
suggests "this colorful retelling of 
the story of Joseph, his coat of 
many colors and his amazing 
ability to interpret dreams is a 
blockbuster of Biblical 
proportions! The award-winning 
musical parable features a 
delightful array of musical styles, 
from country-western to bubble-
gum pop and rock 'n‚' roll, 
entertaining young and old alike 
with such hits as "Go Go Go 
Joseph," "Close Every Door" and 
"Any Dream Will Do." Don't miss 
this family friendly, high- energy 
production that'll have you 
dancing in your seat!"

To receive a group discount, we 
must purchase a minimum of 10 
tickets. We will receive 10% off 
per ticket for non-premier seats, 
so about $25 per ticket. Share 
Christ's Word offers you a "Buy 
One, Get One Free" (BOGO) 
offer--one free child's ticket for 
every adult ticket purchased. All 
church members are encouraged 
to attend.

Show dates are February 
10-March 6, and we hope 
to reserve tickets for a 
matinee at 2 pm on a 
Saturday or Sunday. 
Tickets go on sale 
December 1. Please 
contact Rebecca Holt at 
503-866-0340 or 
rebeccah@lclark.edu to 

reserve your seat and suggest a 
date that works for your schedule. 

YOU!  IN THE SPOTLIGHT!

Got a joke or a story 
you’ve been wanting 
to tell?  Love to sing 

in the shower and 
ready to take 
to the stage?  

Or maybe you 
have another 

hidden talent that 
you are ready to let loose.  If so, let 
your talent (or your non-talent!) 
shine at Hillsdale Community 
Church – UCC’s Second Annual 
Epiphany Variety Show, Saturday 
January 15 in Fellowship Hall.  
Last year we put the “variety” in 
variety show with participant 
ranging from age 3 (or so) to 83 (or 
so). There was singing from 
Sophia, Elijah and Charlotte, 
poetry recitation from Ruth 
Rusnak and Dennis Frengle, a 
cooking show by Bob Brandon, a 
tai chi demonstration by Robert 
Ewing and much more.  Potluck 
starts at 5:00, show starts at 6:00, 
so there’s plenty of time to enjoy 
an evening with the kids (and the 
grownups too) before bedtime.  
See you then!

STEPHEN MINISTRY  
cont 'om page 1 

hospitalization, loneliness, 
death, divorce, unemployment, 
birth of a child and many other 
events.

The Stephen Series 
multiplies the amount of 
ministry that goes on in our 
congregation, and deepens all of 
our participation in Christ’s 
healing ministry.  If you have 
questions about Stephen 
Ministry here at Hillsdale, 
please feel free to ask me.  In 
the meantime, Dennis, Carol, 
Lynn and I appreciate your 
prayers as we travel and learn in 
preparation for this major step 
forward in the life of our 
congregation.

In the Light,
Pastor Jennifer

mailto:mitotorica@yahoo.com
mailto:mitotorica@yahoo.com
mailto:rebeccah@lclark.edu
mailto:rebeccah@lclark.edu
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SHINE A LIGHT FOR VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING                

Dear Ones of Hi(sdale UCC,
Occasiona(y, I share information on 

an event of interest in the 
wider community.  This 

month, I bring to your 
attention three 
vital events.  In 
the next two 
pages, look for 
information 

about a vigil to 
end human 

trafficking; an 
opportunity to 
gather with our 
interfaith 
neighbors; and a 
forum on greening 
of congregations.  
Representatives 
'om our 

congregation wi( attend each of these 
events.  Let me know which one is 
most of interest to you! 
– Pastor Jennifer

Dear Friend in Christ, 
My name is Shoshon Tama-Sweet, 
and I serve as the Interim 
Executive Director at the Oregon 
Center for Christian Values.  We 
need your help.

As you may be aware, Oregon, and 
Portland in particular, is the 
epicenter of a devastating crime:  
underage sex trafficking.  The 
forced sexual slavery and the sale 
of young girls for sex is a very real 
problem in our community. It 
affects young women of every race 
and income bracket. …Having 
listened to the stories of victims 
and survivors, there is no way to 
overstate the brutality and 
violence they endure.  The 
average age for a young girl being 

forced into underage prostitution 
is 12 to 14….

...Oregonians have had enough.  
We are coming together to fight 
sex trafficking.  A number of 
local organizations have stepped 
into the fray, helping to identify 
young victims, provide counseling 
and support, and bring these 
young girls to a safe place where 
they can begin healing.

However, this is not enough.  
Until we change Oregon state 
laws, we will not have the tools or 
resources to make a difference.  
Oregon law is weaker than 
Washington and California, 
making our state a haven for 
trafficking.  We have to give the 
police, District Attorneys, and 
county Sheriffs the legal tools to 
really fight sex trafficking and the 
forced prostitution of our young 
children.  We have to make our 
state laws stronger.

We have only a little time.  In the 
next three months, the Oregon 
State Legislature is meeting.  
Now is the time to get organized, 
unite, and push for these proposals 
to become law.  Without your 
participation, we will not succeed.

There are three things that you 
can do to help.

PRAY. On Sunday, January 9th, we 
ask that your church observe 
a minute of silence in 
recognition of National 
Human Trafficking 
Awareness Day.

PARTICIPATE. OCCV is 
convening a vigil on the 
State Capital Steps, in 
Salem Oregon, January 
11, 2011, at 11:00 AM.  A 
number of local, statewide, 
and national service groups 
will be joining us.  This is a 
time for Christians to live 
out our values. This is the 
moment for us to stand up, 
defend, and protect the most 
vulnerable members of our 
society.  

COMMUNICATE Share this 
letter, and information.

Ultimately, we know that the 
problem of sex trafficking is bigger 
than state government and law 
enforcement.  As fellow 
Christians, we know that God 
wants us to search after this 
missing and broken flock, to bring 
those who are lost back home, to 
let the healing begin.  We know 
that sexual slavery and forced 
prostitution is fueled by a sickness 
in our culture that only a spiritual 
thirst and desire for redemption 
can heal. The first step in that 
process is for Christians of every 
theology and denomination to 
stand shoulder to shoulder on the 
State Capital steps, united against 
the scourge of sexual slavery that 
has taken root in neighborhoods.  
We do this in full knowledge that 
passing new laws to fight sexual 
slavery is a beginning.  It is 
primary, vital step in the 
redemptive journey to heal our 
community.

May we walk forward together in 
Christ, Shoshon
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EARTH CARE SUMMIT: PRACTICAL HELP AND INSPIRATION TO CARE FOR CREATION

The future of our !agile, beautiful planet home is in our hands. As 
God’s family, we are stewards of God’s creation. -Desmond Tutu

Earth Care Summit and Advocacy Training:
FOCUS ON FOOD AND FAITH

MONDAY, JANUARY 31, 2011 
6 TO 8:45 P.M.

CONGREGATION 
NEVEH SHALOM
2900 SW Peaceful Lane

You are invited to attend a gathering of 
congregations throughout Oregon that 
provides practical help and inspiration to 
care for Creation.

The Earth Care Summit brings together 
the best resource people and organizations all in one 
place. Your congregation will find funding 
information, education, technical assistance and 
inspiration to do the right thing, save some money 

on your operational costs, add a new dimension to 
community outreach and deepen a faith connection 
to creation. 

The theme of this 
second annual event is 
“food and faith.” We will 
highlight how faith 
connects with creation 
and justice through 
food. Workshops will be 
included on community 
gardens, congregation- 
based community 
kitchens, farm-to-
congregation 
partnerships, and faith 
and food.

Talk to Pastor Jennifer if you would like to attend the 
Earth Care Summit or register at www.emoregon.org.

An open letter !om our neighbor St Clare 
Catholic parish

As your neighbors in the 
community of southwest Portland 
and fellow “Faithfuls” in our 
different traditions, the 
community of St. Clare Catholic 
Church extends to you an 
invitation to A G.I.F.T (Gathering 
of Inter-Faith Traditions) in SW 
Portland on Saturday, January 
22, 2011 from 6:00 pm to 8:30 
pm in our Parish Hall (on SW 
Spring Garden Street, between 
SW 19th and SW 17th Avenues).

Driven by a profound 
belief in community building and a 
faith mandate for hospitality, 
social outreach, peace and justice, 
the pastoral leadership along with 

the Social Ministry Committee of 
St. Clare Parish invites you to a 
potluck gathering that will bring 
us all together in a simple but 
meaningful relationship-building 
activity.   Our goals are to:
-Build relationships with one 
another individually and 
institutionally
-Learn from one another about 
what each one is doing in matters 
of peace and justice
-Reflect, decide and act on what 
the relationships formed could do 
together to promote, protect and 
participate in our common good.
-Celebrate each of our faith 
communities as gifts to one 
another.    

This G.I.F.T. will be 
blessed by your presence and 
participation.  Please bring a salad 
or dessert to share.

"  Rick Nitti, Executive 
Director of Neighborhood House 
to speak of the growing needs of 
the community of SW Portland, 
particularly regarding hunger.  We 
will also ask ourselves, what are we 
doing about it institutionally and 
individually and what else can we 
do together?

Some of us share a 
common faith, but all of us share a 
common humanity and all of us 
are brothers and sisters in SW 
Portland.  We are all gifts to one 
another, and this G.I.F.T. is a sign 
of the transformative power of the 
spirit that breathes through all our 
faith traditions!

" To RSVP, please contact 
Pastor Jennifer or contact Pia at St 
Clare,  503-244-1037, x 107 or email 
pia@saintclarechurch.org.

A “G.I.F.T.” FOR EVERYONE

http://www.emoregon.org
http://www.emoregon.org
mailto:pia@saintclarechurch.org
mailto:pia@saintclarechurch.org
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STRETCH YOURSELF WITH YOGA
Start your New Year out with health and wellness at 
the top of your list. Create a new routine for physical 
movement that is indoors, 
fun, and relaxing in an 
atmosphere that you already 
know.  Build and maintain 
flexibility, strength, 
coordination, peace and 
friendships. Bring a friend, 
spouse, or teenaged child and 
a yoga mat and strap (limited 
supply available) and share the 
fun.  We move our bodies 
through yoga poses, simple 
stretches, and sometimes 
dance elements to harmonize 
our bodies and create health. 
We play calming yet uplifting 
music and
challenge ourselves with easy moves that increase 
new neuro pathways and coordination opening the 
doors to new perspectives. You are in charge of how 
you move. Students are encouraged to do what "feels
right" to them always seeking a feeling of expansion 
and wellness. We keep things simple yet varied to be 
always learning and mindful.

We end each class with final relaxation which is a 5 
minute or so simple guided meditation.  (This is the 
favorite part of class.)  It's a great way to end our 
day even if (and especially!) when you may be feeling 
tired or overwhelmed.  Current students have 
noticed that they sleep better and have noticed that 

their bodies now respond and move in ways that may 
previously have been foreign to them -  even 

adopting these well moving practices 
into everyday life. For a sense of 
wellbeing that merges body, mind and 
spirit, look no further than your own 
backyard.
The price is right, just $6.00 per class 
for pre-registration or $8.00 per drop-
in.  No experience required.  Direct 
questions to Brenda Crowley:  
brenda.jacobi@gmail.com  or 
503-810-7324.
Namaste
(The Light Within Me 
Honors the Light Within You),
Brenda Crowley

JOIN US FOR YOGA!
Time & Date
We meet most Monday & Wednesday evenings from 
7:30 - 8:30 in the Fellowship Hall.
What to Wear
Sweats or stretchy workout style clothing without
zippers and buttons.  Smooth, stretchy clothing 
seasonally appropriate.
What to Bring
Yoga mat & strap, water bottle (if desired), friend to
create habit of wellness with.
Price
$6.00 per session pre-pay/ $8.00 per drop-in session.
Questions?
Brenda brenda.jacobi@gmail.com or 503-810-7324.

HEALING SERVICE FOR ALL

HILLSDALE COMMUNITY CHURCH--NOVEMBER, 2010 BUDGET REPORTHILLSDALE COMMUNITY CHURCH--NOVEMBER, 2010 BUDGET REPORTHILLSDALE COMMUNITY CHURCH--NOVEMBER, 2010 BUDGET REPORTHILLSDALE COMMUNITY CHURCH--NOVEMBER, 2010 BUDGET REPORTHILLSDALE COMMUNITY CHURCH--NOVEMBER, 2010 BUDGET REPORT
Budget Actual Budget Actual

October October Year-to-Date Year-to-Date
Income $15,926.59 $17,184.50 $175,892.49 $175,124.46
Expenses $13,809.95 $15,552.50 $175,933.89 $167,661.40
Surplus(Deficit) $2116.64 $1632.00 -$41.40 $8,363.06

If you are in need of prayer, know someone who needs prayers for healing or hope, or want a place to 
be able to pray quietly or aloud for any reason in the company of others, the Healing Service is for you.  
The third Monday of every month, we meet in the Fellowship Hall for a simple supper at 6:30, 
followed by a service in the sanctuary at 7:00.   January’s prayer service will be Martin Luther King Jr 
Day,  January 17.  See you then!

mailto:brenda.jacobi@gmail.com
mailto:brenda.jacobi@gmail.com
mailto:brenda.jacobi@gmail.com
mailto:brenda.jacobi@gmail.com


Sun
M

on
Tue

Wed
Thu

Fri
Sat

1

2
9:15a A

dult Ed(L)
10:30a C

om
m

union 
W

orship and 
C

hildren’s Sunday 
School (S)

310:30a Bible 
Study (L)
7:30p Yoga (FH

)

46:30a M
en’s 

breakfast (G
T)

510a Loaves and 
Fishes
1:30 Tai C

hi (F)
7:30p Yoga (F)

69:00a H
ikers (FP)

7:00p C
hoir (C

R)

7
8

9
9:15a A

dult Ed(L)
10:30a W

orship and 
C

hildren’s Sunday 
School(S)
11:45 C

ard Party (L)

10G
lison Street M

eal
10:30a Bible 
Study (L)
7:30p Yoga (FH

)

116:30a M
en’s 

breakfast (G
T)

11a Vigil A
gainst 

Traffi
cking (Salem

)

121:30 Tai C
hi (F)

7:30p Yoga (F)

139:00a H
ikers (FP)

1:00p M
em

oirs (L)
7:00p C

hoir (C
R)

14
15Epiphany Variety 
Show

  (FH
)

5:00 Potluck
6:00 Show

16
9:15a A

dult Ed(L)
10:30a W

orship 
C

hildrens Sunday 
School (S)
11:30 C

elebration 
Sunday

17
10:30a Bible 

Study (L)
7:30p Yoga (FH

)
8:00p H

ealing 
Service (S)

186:30a M
en’s 

breakfast (G
T)

7:00p C
onsistory

7:00p Foundation

191:30 Tai C
hi (F)

7:30p Yoga (F)

209:00a H
ikers (FP)

7:00p C
hoir (C

R)

21
226-8:30 G

.I.F.T. at 
St. C

lare C
hurch

23
9:15a A

dult Ed(L)
10:30a W

orship and 
C

hildrens Sunday 
School (S)
11:30a 
C

ongregational 
M

eeting (FH
)

2410:30a Bible 
Study (L)
7:00 Book C

lub (P)
7:30p Yoga (FH

)

256:30a M
en’s 

breakfast (G
T)

7:00p 2011 
C

onsistory

261:30 Tai C
hi (F)

7:30p Yoga (F)

279:00a H
ikers (FP)

7:00p C
hoir (C

R)

28
29

30 9:15a A
dult Ed

(L)
10:30a W

orship and 
C

hildren’s Sunday 
School (S)

3110:30a Bible 
Study (L)
6:00 Earth 
Sum

m
it at N

evah 
Shalom
7:30p Yoga (FH

)

January 2011

L = Library, S=Sanctuary, G
T =G

olden Touch Restaurant, FP = Front Parking Lot, C
R = C

hoir Room



  HILLSDALE COMMUNITY CHURCH - UCC" JANUARY 2011

Hillsdale Community Church
U N I T E D  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T

Pastor  (pastor@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)
Child Care Providers   Custodian  

I

tidingsJANUARY 2011

The Consistory of 
Hillsdale Community Church - UCC
announces the church’s  
ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday, January 23
11:45 AM
Fellowship Hall

All members encouraged to attend.
Visitors welcome.


