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Worship at HCC 
January 2013

January 6
Matthew 2:1-12
Isaiah 60:1-6
“Arise, Your Light Has Come”

January 13
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Isaiah 43:1-7
“Beloved”

January 20
Celebrating the life and legacy of 
Martin Luther King, Jr.
John 2:1-11
1 Corinthians 12:1-12
“Many Gifts, One Spirit”

January 27
Luke 4:14-21
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
“In Your Hearing”

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t
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Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.

Annual Congregational Meeting Announced
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

of Hillsdale Community Church, 
United Church of Christ, will take place 
following the morning worship service on 
Sunday, January 13.

The congregation will be asked to 
approve next year’s budget and elect 
Consistory members. The Consistory is 
also proposing a reorganization of the 
financial management of the church and a 
few bylaws changes to support this change. 
Finally, the Building Committee will share 
building improvement concepts that have 

been developed by our architects, seeking 
feedback as they plan the next steps. 

Members are encouraged to attend. 
Visitors are welcome. The meeting will take 
place in Fellowship Hall.

Treat Yourself and Nurture Your Spirit
We are ready to go! The women of HCC 

are headed to the coast for a weekend 
to nurture our hearts and souls. Activities 

include a book/Bible 
study, arts and crafts, 
a self-care/spirituality 
workshop, a Sunday 

morning worship 
service, and time to play. 
If you have already 

registered, you will be 
contacted via email on program specifics in 
early January. Final registration payments 

are due by February 3 and should be sent 
to Cindy Van Loo (2620 SW Nevada Ct, 
Portland 97219) or sent to the church office 
marked Attn: Cindy Van Loo.

If you would like to be placed on a 
waiting list for the retreat or you would 
like to inquire about a scholarship, please 
contact Cindy at vloo4@aol.com for 
information.

The retreat will take place February 22-
24 at Gearhart on the Oregon Coast, and 
costs $150. Deposits can be refunded 
through January 13.

Heart &
Soul

Show Off Your Talent (or Lack Thereof!)
The Talent/No Talent Show is back by 

popular request. Dust off that musical 
instrument, poetry book, or funny skit for a 
fun family event for all ages.

Bring $3.00 for lunch, along with your 
talent or your no-talent, for our annual 

showcase of church member’s abilities.
The event takes place Sunday, January 27, 

right after church.
Want to help emcee, or have an act? 

Contact Theresa Wechsler at 503-706-8199 
or twechsler@hotmail.com.

Flowers Needed

Flowers are needed for 
our worship services. 

Please consider providing 
flowers in honor of a 
birthday, anniversary, 
memorial, or to celebrate 
God’s blessings. Sign up in 
the Narthex.
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Looking Ahead 
to Lent
Lent is the 40 days before 

Easter and begins on 
February 13 with Ash 
Wednesday, a day of repen-
tance (turning toward God).

This year, our Ash 
Wednesday service will be 
held at 7:00 in the morning, 
and will conclude with an 
invitation to take the ashes 
along with a blessing to our 
neighbors and friends in 
Multnomah Village. This 
is based on a movement 
that began several years ago 
called “Ashes on the Go,” 
in which churches take the 
ashes to street corners and 
offer a prayer and blessing 
to commuters and other 
passersby.

If you are interested in 
joining Pastor Jennifer for an 
hour of “Ashes On the Go” on 
the morning of February 13, 
let her know.

Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell 

One year from this 
month, in January of 

2014, we will welcome 425 
new neighbors at Stephens 
Creek Crossing, the newly 
rebuilt housing project just 
to the north of the church. 
By the spring of 2014, we 
will be working with Home 
Forward (formerly Housing 
Authority of Portland) and 
their community organizers 
at Village Gardens to create a 
community garden on church 
property. There is much to 
be excited about as we look 
ahead toward the realization 
of many years of dreaming 
and hoping. 

Members of the church 
have been meeting with 
representatives of Stephens 
Creek Crossing for several 
years, and the gatherings 
will pick up in the months 
to come as we lay our plans 
together. I was at a meeting 
with Jason and Amber of 

Village Gardens recently, and 
I was reminded again of the 
incredible gift we have been 
given in being able to be very 
intentional about this new 
relationship. Already, we are 
working with Home Forward 
and Village Gardens—as well 
as the many other service 
providers involved in this 
enormous project—to set 
goals and ground rules about 
our work together, with the 
aim of making sure that we 
are able to deal openly with 
each other in the months and 
years to come. This process 
is reminding me how often 
in our business dealings, 
friendships, and family 
relationships we just slip 
into familiar, and sometimes 
unhelpful, behavior. 

Intentionality is also one of 
the gifts of the New Year. It’s 
one time of the year in which 
we are invited to start over, 
to begin afresh with a new 

sense of 
purpose, 
to get 
out of 
some ruts 
we have gotten into with 
others and with ourselves. 
Whether or not you 
make official resolutions, 
I invite you to approach 
some relationship in your 
life—whether with others, 
yourself, or God, with a new 
measure of intentionality. Is 
there some friendship that 
has floundered because of 
miscommunication? Some 
healthy habit you have been 
waiting to pick up again? 
Some way to deepen your 
current prayer practices? 
Give yourself and your loved 
ones the gift of intentionality 
this New Year, and see how 
it changes things for you and 
those around you.

Lent Brings 
Soup Suppers
Our Lenten soup supper 

series this year is called 
Discipleship 101, a course in 
enriching and deepening your 
faith walk, designed just for 
you by Pastor Jennifer and 
Gary Roberts.

The course will begin on 
Wednesday, February 13, and 
continue each Wednesday 
evening into mid-March. 
Mark your calendars now!

Youth Corner
Opportunities for Service for Children and Youth
Saturday, January 5, 8-10 a.m. • Youth serve breakfast at Clay Street Table (13th and Clay)
Tuesday, January 15, 6-8 p.m. • Family night at Neighborhood House Food Pantry • for 
Sunday School children and parents. We are attending this on the third Tuesday this month, 
as the first Tuesday is New Year’s Day.

Children’s Sunday School
January 6 (Epiphany Sunday) • Friends, Faith, and Forgiveness • (Mark 2:1-12) Four 
friends lowered a paralyzed man through the roof of a house where Jesus was teaching. Jesus 
forgave the man his sins and healed him. People were amazed.
January 13 • Jesus and Levi (Mark 2:13-17) Jesus called Levi, a tax collector, to follow him. 
The religious leaders wondered why Jesus ate with sinners; Jesus said he had come to call not 
the righteous, but sinners.
January 20 • Followers and Family (Mark 3:13-35) Jesus named twelve apostles. His family 
came to restrain him because people said he was mad or possessed. Jesus said those who 
followed God were his family.
January 27 • Being Made Whole (Mark 5:21-43) As Jesus was on his way to Jairus’ house, 
a woman touched his cloak and was healed. Jesus said that her faith had healed her. Jesus 
restored Jairus’ daughter to life.



tidings 3

EARTH 
CARE
SUMMIT

LIVING 
WATERS

THE FOURTH ANNUAL

BE THE
SOLUTION

JANUARY 28, 2013
5:30 TO 8:45 P.M. 
ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH
12405 SW BUTNER RD., BEAVERTON

REGISTRATION
Pre-registration is required. 
$25/person, $15/students;  
scholarships available.   
Registration deadline is
January 21. 

Register securely online or 
download registration forms 
at www.emoregon.org/
emo_events.php.

PARKING & TRANSIT  
St. Andrew Lutheran Church 
has parking available and is 
accessible by public transit,  
www.trimet.org. Shuttle van 
available from the Sunset Transit 
Center on the MAX line.

SPONSORED BY 
Ecumenical Ministries of 
Oregon’s Interfaith Network for 
Earth Concerns and its projects 
Oregon Interfaith Power & Light 
and Interfaith Food & Farms 
Partnership. 

For more information, 
call (503) 221-1054.

Sponsor a table of eight for just $200 and join individuals and 
congregations from around the state to learn about our living 
waters in the context of faith, spirituality and ethics. Be inspired 
by speakers and each other, and enjoy a seasonal dinner with old 
and new friends. With the theme “Living Waters,” the Summit will 
explore the theoretical water issues we are facing on global, regional 
and local levels, and provide practical ideas on how to address the 
issues at home and in your congregation. 

AGENDA
4:30 p.m. Optional Tour of the green features of the host site, 
St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Beaverton, which is the steward of 
a wetland and forest on its grounds and recently completed an 
environmentally-conscious remodel. 

5 p.m. Registration and Display Tables   

5:30 to 6 p.m. Dinner will be served. 

6 to 8:45 p.m. The Summit will include a keynote address by 
Bishop Skylstad, leader in the Columbia River Pastoral Letter Project; 
congregational case study; and roundtables and workshops on water 
and how it relates to worship, climate change, food, environmental 
justice, stewardship of congregation grounds, tribal issues, and more.

CO-SPONSORSHIP
We are currently looking for cosponsors including congregations, 
organizations and businesses that intersect with our theme of 
Living Waters. Visit www.emoregon.org/events.php to download a 
cosponsorship form. Congregations begin at $50, nonprofits $100 and 
businesses $125. Dinner table sponsorships are $200 for an eight-
person table and $120 for a table of seven students and one advisor.

Hillsdale Community Church is purchasing a table for this event. If you are interested in joining a group from the church, 
RSVP to the office—503-246-5474 or rsvp@hillsdaleucc.org.
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld, Gracie McManus, Chris Sessions

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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ANNUAL MEETING • SUNDAY, JANUARY 13 • 11:45 A.M.

Sunday School Children Express Their 
Thankfulness on the Gratitude Tree
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
 New Year’s Day 

Church Office Closed

2
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:30p Tai Chi FH

3
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

4 5
8:00a Youth Serve 

Breakfast CLAY

6
10:30a Worship Service and 

Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

7 8
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

7:00p Consistory LIB

9
1:00p Memoir Writing 

Group, MDH

1:30p Tai Chi FH

10
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

11 12

13
10:30a Worship Service and 

Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

11:45a Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting FH

14
 Transition Projects 

Meal BUD

7:00p Stephen Ministry 
Training LIB

15
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

7:00p Foundation LIB

16
1:30p Tai Chi FH

17
 Tidings Deadline
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

5:30p Ministry Night, FH 

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

18 19

20
10:30a Worship Service and 

Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

11:30a Celebration Sunday FH

21
7:00p Stephen Ministry 

Training LIB

22
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

7:00p Consistory LIB

23
1:30p Tai Chi FH

24
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

25 26

27
10:30a Worship Service and 

Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

11:45a Talent Show FH

28
7:00p Stephen Ministry 

Training LIB

29
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

30
1:30p Tai Chi FH

31
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

BUD=Bud Clark Commons, 655 NW Hoyt St CLAY=Clay Street Table, SW 13th at Clay CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) 

LIB=Library LOT=Upper Parking Lot MDH=Maria Dunlop’s Home, 12146 SW 29th Ave MULT=Multnomah Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy PO=Pastor’s Office SANC=Sanctuary WORK=Office Workroom

Stephen Ministry Retreat FH


