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tidings
Worship at HCCUCC 
January 2015
Sunday worship services begin at 10:30.

January 4
Epiphany/Holy Communion
Matthew 2:1-12

January 11
Baptism of Christ
Mark 1:4-11

January 18
Known and Loved
Psalm 139

January 25
Follow Me
Mark 1:4-20

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. 
An electronic version is available 
at www.hillsdaleucc.org. Send a 
request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to our email list. Tidings 
is edited and designed by Tim Ditch.

Capital Campaign 
Exceeds Goal
It has been a few weeks since the Raising 

our Welcome Campaign “officially” ended, 
but there have 
been more pledges 
received in the 
ensuing weeks. The 
current total of all 
pledges is $455,410! 
We met and 
exceeded our goal of $400,000! A big thanks 
to all for your enthusiasm, participation, 
and generous giving.

The pledge payment period is three years. 
It began November 16, 2014, and will end 
November 15, 2017. Any time you make 
a payment on your Raising Our Welcome 
pledge, please be sure to write Raising Our 
Welcome in the memo field of your check 
or clearly mark an envelope.

Bob Brandon is the Campaign Follow-
Up Chair. If you need to amend your pledge 
or wish to talk with someone about your 
pledge, please contact Bob Brandon (Bob.
Brandon@ltic.com or 503-246-5354).

Annual Meeting 
Planned for January
The church’s annual meeting to approve 

the 2015 budget and elect officers will 
take place in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
January 25, just after church.

Camp Adams Announces 
2015 Opportunities
There are many opportunities to 

connect with God, nature, and others 
coming up at Camp Adams in the months 
ahead. Full and partial camperships are 
available for all camps. See Pastor Jennifer 
for more information. Registration at 
campadams.org begins later in the spring.
Midwinter Middle School Retreat

February 6-8, 2015. Youth in 6th-8th 
grades invited to spend a weekend at camp. 
A great way to reconnect with summer 
camp friends or try out Camp Adams for 
the first time.
AMP (April Music Program) 

April 24-26, 2015. Bring your instrument 

Thanks to teachers and parents who pitched in to give the Sunday School rooms a fresh coat of paint and color and to spruce 
up the storage spaces. Thanks Megan Mudrick, Katie Johnson, Rebecca Holt, Ryan and Michelle Boyer, Denise and Jessica 
Denniston, and Alex and Greg Hamilton! 
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and your voice and make music all weekend long with your 
UCC community. All ages and abilities welcome!

Summer is just around the corner! As you make your 
family’s plans for the summer, make sure to include Camp 
Adams.
Family Camp • June 28-July 4 OR July 1-July 4
Genesis Seekers (youth who have completed 2nd or 3rd grade) • July 5-July 11
Taller and Smaller Camp (ages 5, 6, and 7 with an adult) • July 8-July 11
Discoverers (youth who have completed 4th or 5th grade) • July 12-July 18
Sojourners (youth who have completed 6th, 7th, or 8th grade) • July 19-July 25
Exodus (youth who have completed 9th-12th grade) • July 26-August 1

Voices of Faith 
to Gather in 
Salem
The 2015 Interfaith 

Advocacy Day will bring 
together hundreds of people from many religious traditions 
from throughout Oregon for a day of worship, dialogue, and 
advocacy. Activities include presentations from faith leaders on 
the religious roots of concern for the poor, training in advocacy 
skills, issue briefings, procession to the Capitol Building, and 
afternoon meetings with elected representatives and senators. 
Individuals and groups from congregations and community 
organizations are encouraged to participate. 

 For more information, contact Gary Roberts at gary@
garysharon.com or (360) 524-2231; or Jan Elfers, EMO Public 
Policy director, at jelfers@emoregon.org or (503) 221-1054.

HCCUCC Women Plan Retreat
Join us for a weekend of fun, fellowship, self-care, music, 

personal time, Bible study, hiking, and did we say fun? This 
year we are staying at a bed and breakfast in 
Scappoose. That’s right, it’s not a long drive 

and you’ll get to 
choose your room 
and your roommate 
(and private bath!). 
Rooms are going 
fast, so please 
don’t wait. Check 

out these gorgeous rooms at 
www.ScappooseCreekInn.com and then call 
503-543-2740 to reserve your room. Cindy 
Van Loo has the retreat registration forms: 
cindyvanloo54@gmail.com. The form has all 
the instructions and contact information on it as 
well. This retreat should be a hoot! Hope you can 
join us!

From the Pastor by Jennifer Brownell

Is it just me, or did 2014 seem to be a year that brought more 
bad news than usual? How do we as a community, and as 

individuals, respond when days seem gloomy or violent? How 
do we continue to be people who put Christ’s message of love 
and inclusion first? I can think of no better 
words than those of theologian Dr. Howard 
Thurman who was an influential author, 
philosopher, theologian, educator, and civil 
rights leader. He was Dean of Theology 
and the chapels at Howard University 
and Boston University for more than two 
decades, wrote 20 books, and in 1944 
helped found the first racially integrated, multicultural church 
in the United States. I hope his words will guide you, as they are 
guiding me, into a more hopeful new year.

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.

See you in church,
Jennifer 

Thanks to all o
f you for helpin

g to make my 

ordination servic
e and celebratio

n so meaningful
 and 

memorable. I k
now many of y

ou assisted in n
umerous 

ways; I don’t 
think I can na

me all of you. 
I want 

to thank Cathy
 for preparing t

he communion t
able, Tim 

for the beautifu
l music, Terry 

for working on 
the clean 

up duties, and 
Paul and his te

am for the won
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reception. A ve
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 you to Pastor
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e as I prepare
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nd finally, I a

ppreciate how y
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 at 
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CC. I ask God
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ervice and in lo
ve.

—Martha Barstow



tidings 3
HCCUCC Hosts Village Movement 
Informational Gathering
Are you interested in learning more about the Village 

Movement? HCCUCC will be hosting an informational 
gathering on Sunday, January 18, from 12:00-1:30 in 
Fellowship Hall. 

A “village” is a group of like-minded people in a geographic 
area who come together to figure out and develop the resources 
they will need to age comfortably in their own homes. Like 
Naturally Occurring Retirement Communities (NORCs), 
villages embrace the strategy of bringing services to people 
rather than moving people to services.

The first village—Beacon Hill Village in Boston—began a 
decade ago when 12 older adults joined forces to create a way 
for them to “age at home” and remain independent as long as 
possible. There are now over 80 villages nationwide with over 
140 more in development.

The purpose of villages is to enable people to age in place as 

well as they can for as long as they can for as little as they can. 
Villages do this by providing the services and support people 
need to be able to age in place, but can no longer safely do 
themselves. Examples include: climbing on ladders to change 
a light bulb, doing yard work, driving at night, spring cleaning, 
simple home repairs, and transportation to and assistance with 
grocery shopping.

This kind of “village” is not a real estate development 
or a retirement community. Village members continue to 
live in their own homes and can be homeowners, renters, 
seniors sharing housing or living with relatives. All village 
members’ homes are located somewhere within the geographic 
boundaries/service delivery area of the village (but are rarely 
adjacent).

Most villages nationwide are self-governing 501c3 nonprofit 
membership organizations run by a board of directors elected 
by the village members. They are supported by a combination 
of fees, grants, and fundraising.

To find out more about the Village Movement visit 
villagesnw.org or attend the gathering on January 18. 

Thank You, Thank You! On Sunday, November 30, during the morning 

worship service, I received a nice surprise! Our recently completed 

capital campaign used the services of a consultant from our UCC 

denomination. Part of the payment for her services required that our 

church make a donation to a charity of our church’s choice. Portland 

Habitat for Humanity was the charity chosen by HCCUCC, and a 

donation was made to them in my honor. This is extra special to me 

because Portland Habitat is currently building seven homes on the 

property where my childhood 
home once stood, not far from the church. The Habitat 
community will be called Trillium 
Court and can be found on 
Capitol Hill Road near the intersection of Vermont Street 
and Bertha Boulevard. Thank you again for thoughtfulness and for honoring me in this way! We can all celebrate 

with the seven families (total of eighteen children) when they receive 

the keys to their very own cozy home! 
     With a grateful heart,

     Barbara Raz
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Office Assistant Kathy Schneller (kathy@hillsdaleucc.org) Child Care Providers Sam Hinerfeld, Julia Miller, Mary Sontag
Custodian Terry Cornell (terry@hillsdaleucc.org) Minister for Congregational Life Rev. Martha Barstow (martha@hillsdaleucc.org)

2014 Consistory Members: Bob Brandon, President (503-313-0056 · Bob.Brandon@ltic.com); Carl Wamser, Vice-
President (503-504-4296 · wamserc@pdx.edu); Erica Johnson, Past President, Share Christ’s Word (503-341-7821 · 
ericaljohnson@gmail.com); Drake Mitchell, Treasurer (240-672-1738 · drakem@pdx.edu); Nayan Fleenor, At-Large, 
Make a Difference (503-645-6132 · nayan@mindspring.com); Ruthanne Rusnak, At-Large, Fellowship (503-701-2462 · 
xiiicatsold@yahoo.com); Cathy Thomas, At-Large, Worship (503-246-9509 · elefun@aol.com)

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 25 • 11:45 a.m.

Thanks to the intrepid crew of Gloria Craig, Lynn and Elaine Walser-Clark, Jackie Collins, and Kathy Schneller, who delivered Christmas Giving Tree gifts to Rafael House and Animal Aid.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
 New Year’s Day

2 3

4
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

5 6
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

7
10:00a Loaves and Fishes MC

1:30p Tai Chi FH

8
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

7:00p Interspiritual Prayer 
Group CH

9 10

11
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

12
 Transition Projects/

Hoyt St Meal BC

6:30p Post-Sabbath Bible 
Study (PSBS) MH

13
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

7:00p Consistory Meeting MH

14
1:30p Tai Chi FH

15
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

16 17

18
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

12:00p River West Village 
Meeting FH

19
 Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day

20
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:00a Tidings Deadline
10:30a Bible Study MH

21
1:30p Tai Chi FH

22
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

23 24

25
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

11:45a Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting FH

26
6:30p Post-Sabbath Bible 

Study (PSBS) MH

27
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

7:00p Consistory Meeting MH

28
1:30p Tai Chi FH

29
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

30 31

BC=Bud Clark Commons (655 NW Hoyt St) CH=Chapel, Room 4, Education Wing CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch (SW Barbur at 19th) 

MH=Mt Hood Room MR=Maple Room MC=Multnomah Center (7688 SW Capitol Hwy)  R1=Room 1, Education Wing SA=Sanctuary UL=Upper Parking Lot



The Bosom of Abraham
rocking our sufi, jewish, and christian souls

7-9 pm, 2nd and 4th Thursdays, $10 at the door

Rabbi Debra Kolodny, Sufi Guide Amanda Arifa Byron, and

Pastors Jennifer Garrison Brownell and Barbara Campbell

Opening to oneness in song-drenched, glorious evenings of chanting, prayer, zikr, 

whirling and dance!  Join us as we merge into the Beloved to become peace. Short 

teachings will be shared to spice and deepen our holy adventures, and social time will 

follow to share our learning, experience and heart openings. 

2nd Thursdays at Hillsdale UCC 
6948 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland, OR 97219 

Jan. 8, Feb. 12, March 12, April 9, May 14, June 11, 

July 9, Aug. 13, Sept. 10, October 8, Nov. 12, Dec. 10

4th Thursdays at Tabor Space
5441 SE Belmont St, Portland, OR 97215 
Jan. 22, Feb. 26, March 26, April 23, May 28, June 25, 

July 23, August 27, Sept. 24, Oct. 22, Nov. 26-T’giv-

ing-off, Dec. 24-Xmas Eve TBD

Based on painting of Elena Kotliarker - www.elenakotliarker.com - www.paintedfairytales.com


