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Worship at HCC 
July 2011

July 3
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
All Who Are Weary

July 10
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Genesis 25:19-34
Rev. Jeff Barton, Guest Preacher

July 17
Genesis 28:10-19a
We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder

July 24
Genesis 29:15-28
1 Kings 3:5-12
Be Careful What You Ask For

July 31
Genesis 32:22-31
Wrestling with Angels

Summer Pause: A Time for Reflection
Half the year has come and gone, and 

it’s been a busy one! In addition to our 
regular schedule of events, so far in 2011 we 
have:

• begun new Stephen Ministry training, 
• welcomed new members 
• hired a new Youth Program 

Coordinator to kick off a youth ministry 
program 

• cultivated new energy, plans, and 
plantings as we move toward a “return to 
Eden” on our grounds

• sponsored a harp concert
• moved with Transition Projects from 

their Glisan Street shelter to the new Bud 
Clark Commons where we’ll continue to 
serve a monthly meal to 90 homeless men

• celebrated a new relationship with 
Hillsdale Terrace

Whew! In the midst of all that action, 
maybe it’s time to take a breather.

The Summer Pause will help us do just 
that. On the afternoon of Sunday, July 24, 
you are invited to some time in prayer and 
conversation along with your church family 
as we look at where we’ve been, who we are 
now, and where we want to go.

We will consider questions like: What 
do you and your family need from a church 
community? How can this community of 

faith help you serve God, creation, and 
others? How can the ministries of the 
church equip you to grow in your faith? 
What tools do you need to be able to 
share confidently with others? And, most 
importantly, what is our shared vision of 
our life together, and how can that vision 
guide us as we move forward?

During the Summer Pause, our guide 
will be Gary Roberts, a long-time friend 
and member of Hillsdale. Gary currently 
enjoys the sun in Southern California where 
he is Associate for Church Development 
and Renewal for Southern California 
Nevada Conference, UCC. In that role, he 
helps manage the Conference’s real estate, 
directs the development of new UCC 
churches, and coaches church development.

The children and youth of the 
congregation will engage in meaningful 
activities during this time—some with the 
larger group and some on their own, as 
together we take a pause before heading 
back into our active lives together.

Summer Pause will be Sunday, July 24 in 
Fellowship Hall, starting just after church 
and going into the evening. For more 
details, watch for an invitation to arrive in 
your mailbox in mid-July. In the meantime, 
please save the date!

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings
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Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
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tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
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Returning to Eden One Plot at a Time
The Return to Eden Committee is 

busy devising a plan to restore native 
wildlife on the church grounds. The first 
step in habitat restoration is the removal 
of invasive and unwanted weeds. We are 
looking for volunteers to adopt a small plot 

of the church grounds that is in need of 
weeding on an ongoing basis. If you have a 
few minutes to spare each week or so to pull 
weeds and help keep the church grounds 
looking kept, please contact Patti Brandon 
at plb0609@gmail.com or 503-246-5354.
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When she came back in 
the room, everyone 

stood and began to applaud. 
“I guess this means that you 
have passed this step,” grinned 
conference minister Walter 
John Boris.

It was a fitting ending to a 
fascinating afternoon spent 
with our in-care student 
(now graduate!) Tracy 
Barnowe at her Ecclesiastical 
Council. For an hour and 
half on Sunday, June 26, 
Tracy gracefully answered 
questions from a couple 
dozen church and conference 
members ranging from her 
cure for clergy burnout, to 
her understanding of the Big 
Bang theory, to her definition 
of justice, and many more. 

At the end of each answer, 
Tracy would pause and ask 
“Did I answer your question?” 
before receiving an assent and 
moving on. Sometimes, in the 
pause following the question, 

the person asking the 
question would not nod, but 
instead would ask a follow-up 
question, or request further 
clarification. Tracy would 
speak a little more, and then 
ask again “Does that answer 
your question?” and make 
sure to receive an affirmative 
response before moving on.

As a participant in this 
process, I realized how 
seldom we really listen 
to each other. Observing 
Tracy’s care with each person 
who questioned her made 
me much more aware of 
taking care with my own 
communication. How often 
I assume that a message once 
sent (via email or Facebook 
or phone or even in person) 
is received as it is intended! I 
wonder how much we would 
learn if we were were to slow 
down more often and really 
pay attention in the pause that 
follows a question like, “Do 

you under-
stand?”

If you 
care to join 
me in this 
experiment 
of slowing down com-
munication for the summer 
months, let me know how it 
goes for you. I’ll be ready to 
listen to what you have to say!

The next step for Tracy, by 
the way, will be an ordination 
interview on August 4 in 
Boise with the Covenants 
Ministry Team. In the 
meantime, she is applying 
for positions and listening to 
God’s call about where she 
might be headed next.

It has been a privilege to 
walk with Tracy on this leg of 
our journey, as I look forward 
to what God has in store for 
her next.

In the Light,

Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Grauer Back-to-School Project Makes Return
Believe it or not, it is 

Grauer Back-to-School 
time! For those of you who 
aren’t familiar with the Grauer 
Back-to-School Project, it is 
a project HCCUCC has been 
involved in from its beginning 
in 2002. Grauer is a vital 
partnership of SW Portland 
churches, businesses, and 
Neighborhood House, 
dedicated to helping low-
income SW Portland families 
start the new school year 
with school supplies and new 

clothing for over 600 children 
in grades K-12.  

You can help by donating 
school supplies and new 
coats, underwear, socks, or 
athletic shoes. The collection 
barrel will be in the Narthex  
through July 31.

School supplies generally 
start going on sale the last 
few weeks of July, so there is 
a very narrow window to fill 
the barrel before it is collected 
on August 1. We need 8,400 
pencils as well as other 

supplies that you will find 
listed on the flyer posted on 
the outside of the collection 
barrel. Take a flyer home and 
bring back a bag of supplies!

The distribution day is 
Saturday, August 13, from 
8:00 until noon at St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church, 6835 SW 
46th Ave. If you would like 
to volunteer to help at the 
distribution day or have any 
other questions, please contact 
Cindy Van Loo at vloo4@
aol.com or 503-245-3890.

MADTeam to 
Host Dynamic 
Visitor
As part of Make a 

Difference Team’s 
series of visits from the 
organizations we support, we 
will welcome Curt Dunlop 
for a mission moment 
and informal post-church 
conversation on Sunday 
July 17.  

Curt, 
the 
youngest 
son of 
Maria 
Dunlop, 
grew up at 
Hillsdale 
and now 
directs the Oregon chapter 
of Youth Dynamics, an 
adventure-based Christian 
outreach program for youth. 

Growing up in SW 
Portland, Curt developed a 
deep love for the mountains 
and rivers of the Pacific 
Northwest and a passion 
for outdoor activities at a 
young age. Curt’s love for 
adventure and the wilderness 
has led him to many years 
of backpacking, skiing, 
climbing, rafting, bicycling, 
and world travel experiences. 
In 1974, he committed his life 
to Jesus Christ and began to 
tell others about what God 
had done in his life, a ministry 
that he continues to this day. 
Come to church on July 17 
to hear more about Curt’s 
walk, and his work with Youth 
Dynamics.

Curt Dunlop
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Youth and Families Raise Walls
On Sunday, July 10, 

Hillsdale members 
and friends are invited to a 
Habitat for Humanity “Wall 
Raising” near 185th and 
Farmington Road. Families 
with children are especially 
encouraged to attend. During 
this short celebration, a 
prefabricated wall will be 
raised by representatives 
from supporting churches, 
while the rest of us look on 
and cheer!

Hillsdale children have 
dedicated their Sunday 
offerings to support 
Willamette West Habitat 
for Humanity throughout 
the last school year and 
will continue through the 
summer. A portion of our 
Make a Difference mission 
funds are also dedicated to 
Habitat.

All are invited to stay after 
church for a potluck lunch in 
Fellowship Hall on July 10, 
then carpool to the building 
site to see the wall raised. We 
have partnered with several 
other churches from five 
denominations in our local 

area in this “Faith Build” for 
Habitat for Humanity. At 
the celebration, we will also 
be able to meet the home’s 
new owners, Ahmed and 
Mana Mohamed and their 
son Mohamed. In addition 
to their monthly mortgage, 
the family is required to 
exchange 500 hours of labor 
as part of their purchase 
agreement, and they have 
already been working on 
their “sweat equity.”

By helping build a home 
for this family to purchase 
at low cost, we are putting 
our faith and love into 
action. This visit is a great 
opportunity for all ages to see 
the results of our giving.

Please join us on Sunday, 
July 10!

12 p.m. • Potluck lunch in 
Fellowship Hall

1 p.m. • Carpool to Faith Build site 
at 185th and Farmington 

2 p.m. • Participate in “Wall 
Raising” Ceremony and tour the 
building site

Driving directions will be 
provided and carpooling is 
encouraged. 

Children’s Sunday School
This summer, our children will learn the Parables and 

Sayings of Jesus. They will listen to the stories that Jesus 
told his disciples to explain God’s all encompassing love and 
care for us.

July 3—Searching for the Lost; Luke 15:1-10
Story: Jesus tells how a shepherd searched for a lost sheep and 
a woman searched for a lost coin. Both rejoiced when the lost 
was found.
Faith Focus: God rejoices in finding us.

July 10—Welcoming the Lost; Luke 15:11-32
Story: Jesus tells of the son who leaves his father, squanders his 
inheritance, and comes back humbled. The father welcomes 
him and celebrates finding his lost son.
Faith Focus: God waits and welcomes.

July 17—Forgiving Others; Matthew 18:21-35
Story: Jesus describes heaven as being like a king who settled 
accounts by forgiving debtors. Debtors must then forgive 
others from their hearts.
Faith Focus: Forgive others because God forgives you.

July 24—A Generous Landowner; Matthew 20:1-16
Story: Jesus describes heaven like a generous landowner who 
treated all workers the same, regardless of their work.
Faith Focus: How do we participate in God’s generosity?

July 31—The Good Samaritan; Luke 10:25-37
Story: Jesus tells of the Good Samaritan who showed mercy 
and care for a wonded man.
Faith Focus: A good neighbor shows compassion.

Welcome New Youth Program Coordinator!
The personnel committee 

is thrilled to introduce 
you to our new Youth 
Program Coordinator, 
Misty Town. Misty is deeply 
faithful, energized about 
being part of the HCCUCC 
family, and fun. She has 

worked with children and 
youth in many settings, 
including teaching Sunday 
School at the UCC church 
she currently attends.

While Misty begins a part-
time job with us, she will 
keep working full-time as a 

YMCA daycare director. She 
will be joining us along with 
her partner Michelle and 
their three daughters.  

Misty will join us for 
the first time in worship on 
Sunday, July 17.

She is already planning a 

first team-building project 
with the youth during 
Multnomah Days, August 20. 
Families, please mark your 
calendars for that day and 
make sure to give Misty a 
warm Hillsdale welcome 
when you see her.
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Foundation Update by Becky Meier

This month we’ll focus on 
a creative way you can 

include Hillsdale Community 
Church in your estate plan. 
Did you know you can give 
a portion of your retirement 
plan (IRA, 401(k), SEP 
or Keogh) to the church? 
You can by designating a 
percentage or a dollar amount 

to be left to the church. Using 
this strategy, the amount 
given to the 
church will 
not be subject 
to federal or 
state estate 
taxes or income taxes. The 
gift can be accomplished 
by merely changing the 

retirement plan beneficiary 
form without having to revise 

your 
will. For 
example, if 
you want 
to name 

the church as the beneficiary, 
it would be listed as follows: 
Hillsdale Community Church 

Foundation, 6948 SW Capitol 
Hwy., Portland, OR 97219

It is as simple as that!
Foundation Funds are 

used to support special 
projects that ensures Christ’s 
work will continue for many 
generations. Until the funds 
are needed, they are invested 
and professionally managed.

“One generation shall praise thy 
works to another.”    Psalm 145:4

Hillsdale 
Terrace Up 
and Running
Hillsdale Terrace 

planning is underway. 
We know that the process 
of resettlement of current 
residents, demolition, and 
rebuilding will take some 
time. You will hear more 
about the timeline when it is 
known. 

The first meeting of 
the Community Action 
Council, which is a gathering 
of Hillsdale Terrace staff 
and residents along with 
neighbors and service 
providers, will be Thursday, 
July 21, in our Fellowship 
Hall. This meeting is open 
to the public. Please speak 
with Jon von Behren or 
Pastor Jennifer if you are 
interested in attending as a 
representative of our church. 

Welcome 
New Babies!
Jackie Collins and Pat 

Keiling welcomed new 
grandson and great-grandson 
Jaxson on June 14.  

Ashley and Ryan Pore 
welcomed baby Luca on 
June 2.

We rejoice with the 
families of these new little 
ones, as we welcome them 
into our community of faith.

Take a Soldier Fishing Event 
a Huge Success  by Jack Morby

Thank you, volunteers, for 
helping with the check-

in process, taking photos, 
watching boats, and overall 
help with the Take A Soldier 
Fishing event on June 4.

The event was a big success 
with nearly 100 soldiers/
veterans and their immediate 
family members attending. 
Thirty-six boaters, some with 
deck hands, took the veterans 
fishing in the morning and 
afternoon. Another 10 chose 
to fish from the bank. Many 
trout were caught!

Special thanks are 
extended to the HCC 
Foundation for their donation 
to help reserve the pavilion 
where the check-in process 
took place and breakfast and 
lunch were served.

Thirty-six participants 
were homeless veterans who 
receive special support from 
our VA. We also had WWII 
veterans enjoy themselves 
for a fine day of fishing, 
including one who served as 
an engineer under Patton’s 
Army.

Oswego Springs 
Sponsors Drawing
Oswego Springs 

Retirement Home is 
offering a chance to win free 
rent for a year. All you need 
to do is tour their community 
to learn about it, then enter 
the drawing on their website: 
www.emeritus.com/contest. 
Several of HCCUCC’s 
members and friends have 
found a happy home at 
Oswego Springs.

Newcomers Invited to Lunch
If you have been visiting the 

church for a short time, or 
for a while, and would like 
to meet other newcomers to 
the church, please join us for 
lunch in the church Library 
on Sunday, July 31, right after 
worship.

This will be a time to get to 

know each other and to learn 
a bit about the church. Some 
who attend may decide to 
join the church at an August 
date to be decided. Please let 
the church office know if you 
can attend so we can better 
welcome you.

See you then!
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July 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
 

3
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

4
Independence Day -
Office Closed

5
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

7:00p Stephen Ministry 
Training, LIB

7
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

8 9

10
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11
 Glisan Street Meal

12
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

13
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

7:00p Stephen Ministry 
Training, LIB

14
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

15 16
8:30a Stephen Ministry 

Training Make-up 
Session, LIB

17
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11:45a Celebration Sunday, FH

18 19
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Foundation Meeting, 
WORK

20
 Tidings Deadline
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

7:00p Stephen Ministry 
Training, LIB

21
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Hillsdale Terrace CAC 
Meeting, FH

22 23

24
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

12-9p Summer Pause 
Workshop with Gary 
Roberts, FH

25 26
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Consistory Meeting, LIB

27
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

7:00p Stephen Ministry 
Training, LIB

28
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

29 30

31
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11:45a Newcomers’ Lunch, 
LIB

August 1 2
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

3
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

4 5 6

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) KIT=Kitchen LIB=Library NAR=Narthex SANC=Sanctuary WORK=Workroom
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld and Gracie McManus

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Hygiene Items and Clothing Needed for Transition Projects
At the new Bud Clark 

Commons, the new 
home of Transition Projects, 
people can access showers, 
a clothing room, laundry 
services, and hygiene items 
through the Hygiene Center. 
The center relies on donations 
to provide many of the 

supplies for these services.
Needed are:
Hygiene products (any size, unused)
Deodorant
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Razors
Shaving Cream
Lotion

Feminine hygiene products
Linens (gently used is fine)
Towels
Twin-sized sheets
Blankets
Pillows
Clothing (for adults; gently used is fine)
Clothing (seasonal, if possible)
Underwear and socks

Shoes
Shoe strings
Belts
If you have items to donate, 

please leave them in the 
Narthex labeled for Transition 
Projects and they will be 
delivered the next time we 
serve a meal at the Commons.

Red Cross Blood Drive Meets Goal by Margy Kleger

Hillsdale’s June 1 blood 
drive for Red Cross was 

a success! We made goal by 
collecting 22 units of blood. 
That has the potential to 
help 63 people have another 
chance at life.

Thank you to all the people 
who helped or donated 

blood: Margaret Bronson, 
Jack Morby, Nancy Docekal, 
Michael Ling, Jim Ruyle, Pat 
Stenaros, Dennis Frengle, 
Garin Haley, Paul Hantke, 
Steve Lewis, Dan and Robyn 
Berry, Wayne Trosper, Bill 
Schneller, Jeanie Wentworth, 
Greg Moss, MacKenzie 

Williams, Don Beard, Carol 
Doyle, Barbara Raz, Jim and 
Estelle Keating, Drake and Joe 
Mitchell, Charlene Dickinson, 
Pat Leach, Carol Weber, 
Wayne Thompson, and Margy 
Kleger. As always, the blood 
drive created a wonderful 
sense of community.

The fall drive is set for 
Tuesday, October 4, from 
2:00 until 7:00 p.m. That 
drive has a higher goal of 30 
units of blood. We will need 
all possible donors to make 
that goal, so please mark your 
calendars now!

Again, thanks to you all!


