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Worship at HCC 
July 2012

July 1
Community of Christ: 
Need and Abundance
2 Corinthians 8:1-15
Mark 5:21-43

July 8
Listening for Our Call
Ezekiel 2:1-5
Mark 6:1-13

July 15
Seek Peace in 
Our Homes and Families
Mark 6:14-29

July 22
Seek Peace Within
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
Matthew 5:1-12
Optional post-postlude Portland 
Sunday Parkways participation

July 29
Seek Peace in an Election Year
Ephesians 3:14-21
Mark 12:28-34

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.

Seek Peace and Pursue It 
This July, we are following Christ’s 

command to “seek peace and pursue 
it,” during Sunday morning education 
hour and worship, Monday Bible Study 
(10:30 a.m.), and in Peace Village, an 
intergenerational experience in creating 
peace in our world, neighborhood, 
home, and life. These evenings of song, 
storytelling, crafts, and practicing 
peacemaking go from 5:30-7:30 each 
Thursday night in July. Peace Village is free 
of charge, open to all ages, and includes 
dinner. Adults are asked to accompany 
children. 

On July 19, Peace Village will include a 

special treat. Award-winning songwriter, 
singer, and community-chorus director 
Sara Thomsen will be bringing her 
spiritually-connected, socially-engaged 
music to a free outdoor concert on our 
grounds on that evening. 

Sara’s performance style is easygoing 
and full of humor and depth, capturing 
the audience’s engagement. Peppering an 
acoustic folk base are hints of jazz, country, 
Latin groove, Celtic, and bluegrass. To be 
with Sara Thomsen is to want to sing!

Bring your kids, grandkids, good friends, 
and neighbors of all ages to Peace Village 
every Thursday in July. See you there!

God is
still

speaking,
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Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell 

It seems like every magazine 
I pick up right now has a 

“summer reading list” in it. 
I guess this is because we 
think of summer as a time 
of greater leisure. Somehow 
I find it heartening to know 
that magazine editors, at 
least, think that we are going 
to spend our time off doing 
something as low-tech as 
reading. If you’ve ever been in 
my office, it will not surprise 
you to know that I usually 
have two or three or, oh, 
seven books going at a time. 
So in the spirit of the summer 
reading lists, here’s a list of 
what I’m reading right now. 
How about you? What’s on 
your summer reading list?

Christianity After Religion 
by Diana Butler Bass. It’s not 
exactly what I would call a 
beach book unless you are 
really into this kind of thing. 
But Diana Butler Bass (author 
of my favorite church-y book 
of all time, Christianity for 
the Rest of Us) has done it 
again, putting her finger 
exactly on the pulse of what 
is happening now in the 
American religious landscape, 
and offering a hope-filled and 
compassionate response. 

Wild by Cheryl Strayed. 
A child is trying to get my 

attention, the toast is burning 
and the laundry is piling up, 
but I can’t seem to pull my 
eyes away from this powerful, 
heart-breaking, hilarious 
memoir of an unprepared 
young woman’s hike up 
the Pacific Crest Trail. I 
recommend this book very 
highly, but only if you have a 
stomach for strong language, 
references to sex and drug 
use, and vivid descriptions 
of the occasional blackened 
toenail.

A Shilling for Candles by 
Josephine Tey. I am crazy 
about Josephine Tey, a mid-
twentieth-century mystery 
writer, and I am happy to 
recommend anything by her. 
Tey is the queen of the red 
herring, so don’t bother trying 
to work out the plot. Instead, 
eat up the remarkably drawn 
characters and the delicious 
way she has with words.

Shadow of the Wind by 
Carlos Ruiz Zafón. I’m a 
hundred pages or so into this 
book and I still can’t quite 
figure out what I’ve gotten 
myself into. Other people 
describe this as a gothic 
historical novel. I will say that 
mysterious invalids, long-kept 
secrets, and masked villains 
really ARE my idea of beach 

reading, so 
I’m going 
to keep 
at it, and 
trust that 
if it doesn’t become clearer, 
at least it will still keep being 
surprising and enjoyable.

I’m also really appreciating 
a new translation of the 
Bible, the Common English 
Bible, which strives both for 
accuracy and easy readability. 
I have some extra copies in 
my office, so stop by and pick 
one up if you’d like to add the 
Bible to your summer reading 
list. You can also find out 
more at their website: www.
commonenglishbible.com/.

Speaking of reading, Tim 
and I are curious how many 
find the Tidings helpful 
reading. If you are reading 
these words, will you take 
part in my “Do you read the 
Tidings” survey? All you have 
to do is drop me a quick email 
(pastor@hillsdaleucc.org), 
note (6948 SW Capitol Hwy, 
Portland 97219) or phone call 
(503-246-5474) that says “I 
read it!” Thanks!

Happy reading, and see 
you in church!

HCCUCC People
Ray Maier became an 

honorary Rosarian last 
week, touched by the queen’s 
scepter and declared to be Sir 
Knight Ray H. Maier.  =He 
is designated as the official 
protector of the rose “Annie’s 
Red.” Ray was briefly pastor 
of Hillsdale in the late 1960s 
and, after a long career 
serving at Lake Oswego UCC, 
is a member here.

Mei Lan Wechsler is at 
it again! Last year, Mei Lan 
sold homemade bookmarks 
and raised $100—which 
was matched by the Make a 
Difference team—to send to 
the UN World Food program, 
benefitting hungry children 
in Somolia. On Celebration 
Sundays in June and July, she 
is selling beautiful origami 
boxes with the proceeds once 
again benefitting hungry 
children.  

Tracy Barnowe will be 
ordained in a special worship 
service here at HCCUCC on 
Saturday morning, August 18.

Cudos for Soldier Fishing Day
After the Take a Soldier 

Fishing event in June, 
Jack Morby received an 
enthusiastic letter of thanks 
that described all the ways the 
participating vet had enjoyed 
the day. The note ended this 
way:

“Without all of your 
efforts, Jack, and all the help 

and support you get from 
the volunteers, donations, 
church, and people involved 
in helping you make this 
event successful, I would not 
have been able to enjoy this 
magnificent day.

“I thank you and every 
person who cares enough 
to make this event possible. 

Today would have been “just 
another day, same ol’ same 
ol,’ ” if it wasn’t for this event 
and all the people who put 
it together and got me there 
and home safely. Thank you is 
not enough to say, but thank 
you from the bottom of my 
heart is all I have to give…so 
THANK YOU!!!”

Friendship 
Builders to 
Host Picnic
by Margaret Bronson

I was recently asked, 
“Who are the Friendship 

Builders?” Originally, there 
was a need for people over 40 
to gather for fellowship. We 
shared about our interests 
and travels, and we always 
gathered around food. After 
the first few meetings, we 
realized there were many 
“older” adults who had never 
traveled outside the Portland

see Friends, p. 5
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July 2012
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:15a Adult Ed Class LIB

10:30a Communion 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

2
10:30a Bible Study LIB

3
6:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

5:00p Prayer Group PO 

4
 Independence Day
 Church Office Closed

5
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

5:00p Peace Village FH

6
 Church Office Closed

7
7:00a Youth Serving 

Breakfast STS

8
9:15a Adult Ed Class LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

9
 Transition Projects 

Meal BUD

10:30a Bible Study LIB

10
6:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

5:00p Prayer Group PO 

11
1:30p Tai Chi FH

12
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

5:00p Peace Village FH

13
 Church Office Closed
12:00p Friendship Builders 

Picnic PAT

14

15
 Strengthen the 

Church Offering
9:15a Adult Ed Class LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

11:45a Celebration Sunday FH

16
 Tidings Deadline
10:30a Bible Study LIB

17
6:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

5:00p Prayer Group PO 

7:00p HCC Foundation LIB

18
1:30p Tai Chi FH

19
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

5:00p Peace Village/
Ministry Night FH

20 21

22
9:15a Adult Ed Class LIB

10:30a Worship Service SANC

11:45a Portland Sunday 
Parkways

23
10:30a Bible Study LIB

24
6:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

5:00p Prayer Group PO 

25
1:30p Tai Chi FH

3:30p Visioning Task Force 
LIB

26
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

5:00p Peace Village FH

27 28
5:00p Summer Picnic Walser-

Clark Home

29
9:15a Adult Ed Class LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC

30
10:30a Bible Study LIB

31
6:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

5:00p Prayer Group PO 

7:00p Consistory LIB

August 1
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

1:30p Tai Chi FH

2
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

3 4

BUD=Bud Clark Commons, 655 NW Hoyt St CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LLOT=Lower Parking Lot LOT=Upper Parking Lot

MULT=Multnomah Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy NAR=Narthex PAT=Patio, Outside Fellowship Hall SANC=Sanctuary STS=St. Stephens Food Bank
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Vehicle Detours:
•	 Vermont	Street	eastbound	detour	via	Multnomah	Blvd.
•	 Capitol	Hwy	northbound	detour	via	Multnomah	Blvd.
•	 Capitol	Hwy	southbound	detour	via	31st	Ave.
•	 Terwilliger	Blvd.	northbound	detour	via	Barbur	Blvd.
•	 OHSU/VA	access	via	Sam	Jackson	Park	Road

Multnomah Blvd. 
will be open for 
cars both ways.

Vermont will be 
open for cars 

westbound only.

PARKWAYS
KAISER PERMANENTE

PRESENTED BY

CITY OF 
PORTLAND

Southwest 
Portland

Sunday,  July 22, 2012
11 am - 4 pm

Sunday	Parkways	Route
Route	on	Split	Roadway,	1-way	Car	Traffic
Route	on	Split	Roadway,	2-way	Car	Traffic

✱
Park

Activity	Area

LEGEND
Sunday	Parkways	Terwilliger	Extension
Walking	Only	Route	-	SW	Urban	Trails

Designated	Route	Crossing
4

Grauer Back-to-School Project Helps School Children
School is out, but Grauer 

Back-to-School Project 
is in full swing with plans for 
the 2012 give-away. Grauer 
Back-to-School Project is a 
non-profit organization that 
supplies low income school 
children from grades K-12 
in the Wilson Cluster. Each 
child receives school supplies, 
including a back pack, new 
shoes and socks, underwear, 
t-shirt, and a winter coat. 
Grants and donations from 
individuals, churches, and 
business in the Multnomah 

Village area make this 
possible.  

If you would like to 

participate, a donation barrel 
will be in the Narthex from 
July 2-30 collecting school 

supplies. A flyer posted on the 
outside of the barrel indicates

See Grauer, p. 6

Sunday Parkways Promotes Healthy Living
Portland Sunday Parkways 

opens the city’s largest 
public space—its streets—to 
walk, bike, roll, and discover 
active transportation. This 
free event fosters civic 
pride, stimulates economic 
development, and represents 
the community, business, and 
government investments in 

Portland’s vitality, livability, 
and diversity.

On Sunday, July 22, roads 
around the church will be 
closed to car traffic as we 
welcome bikers, walkers, and 
roller bladers from around 
the city to our neighborhood. 
Capitol Highway will be 
open, and we will gather for 

worship as usual at 10:30 that 
morning. After worship, you 
are invited to join the bikers 
and walkers or Pastor Jennifer 
in welcoming passersby near 
the corner of Troy and Capitol 
Hwy (behind Otto and 
Anita’s) as we welcome the 
expected 20,000 participants 
in the day’s festivities. 
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Blood Drive Has Another “First”  by Margy Kleger

The June 6 Red Cross 
Blood Drive was one 

for the books! We had a full 
slate of prospective donors 
lined up. Things seemed 
to move slowly in the bus, 
however. By 5:00 p.m., only 
seven people had gone in. 
Inside the bus, the Red 
Cross staff members were 
beginning to feel ill. Soon 
the carbon monoxide alarm 
sounded; that explained the 
ill feelings! Everyone came 
into Fellowship Hall to let the 
bus air out. This was a time-
consuming process.

After an hour of not 
knowing whether the drive 
was going to continue or 
not, and donors needing 
to leave because of other 
commitments, the drive was 
suspended at about 6:00. The 
remaining donors were told 
of the shut-down. The Red 
Cross staffers were taken by 
ambulance to be checked 
out at the hospital. All of the 
donors were fine, but they 
were not in the bus nearly 
as long as the staff members 
were. All staff were sent home 
by 8:30 p.m.

Unfortunately, we collected 
only three units of blood 
before the alarm sounded.

I want to thank all of the 
donors and helpers for being 
so understanding and patient. 
In all of this, we did actually 
have one first-time donor!

Thanks to Paul and Mary 
Ann Hantke, Wayne Trosper, 
Cathy Wyrick, Dennis 
Frengle, Garin Haley, Jeanie 
Wentworth, Carol Weber, 
Nancy Docekal, Mike Van 
Loo, Pat Stenaros, Carol 
Doyle, Jim and Joanne Ruyle, 
Jim and Estelle Keating, Tracy 
Hyland, and Nancy Wamser. 
Helpers were Cathy Thomas, 
Ruth Rusnak, Marteena 
Sander, and Margy Kleger.

Hillsdale’s next scheduled 
drive will be Tuesday, 
October 2, from 2 to 7 p.m. 
We will have a larger goal of 
25 units.

I encourage donors to 
donate at some other location 
this summer—before August, 
if possible. Red Cross is short 
of supply right now. If done 
soon enough, you would still 
be eligible to donate for our 
October drive.

Youth Corner
Children’s Sunday School
Continuing our summer theme to “Seek Peace and Pursue 
It,” the children will hear stories of God’s people showing 
kindness and fairness to all. We will explore ways to follow 
Jesus and make peace in our own communities.
August 5 • A Community of Peacemakers
Romans 12:9-21
Faith focus: Treat others with kindness.
August 12 • Respect Everyone
James 2:1-13
Faith focus: Treat everyone fairly.
August 19 • Claim a Vision of Peace
Isaiah 2:1-3
Faith focus: God’s ways are peaceful ways.
August 26 • A Time of Peace
Zechariah 8:1-8
Faith focus: The church can be a model of God’s peace.

Back to Eden—Time for Reflection by Jim ruyle

Summertime is a good 
time for that. Imagine 

yourself standing amidst 
new native plantings 
enjoying the summer sun 
and a soft breeze, reflecting 
on how the area about you 
looked millennia ago—and 
incidentally playing a garden 
hose on the thirsty plants. 
Could you do that for a half 
hour or so once in a while, 

after church or whenever it’s 
convenient? The plants will 
need it to get through the 
dry season. Please send me 
an e-mail or voicemail about 
your availability and we’ll 
make up a watering schedule. 
(jimruyle@comcast.net, 
503-223-8838).

The helpers at the June 16 
workday did some reflecting 
on our future strategy. We 

were extending the cardboard 
and wood chips closer to 
the Texas Street driveway 
that day, and we planned 
to continue doing that to 
the eastern boundary and 
perhaps elsewhere on future 
workdays. We will schedule 
some of the future BTE 
planting and other work to 
take place on all-church work 
days to increase participation, 

but much of our activities 
must be coordinated with the 
weather and the timing of 
plant sales. 

We also want your ideas 
for everything from planting 
and raingarden projects to 
publicity and education. BTE 
is a movement involving the 
whole church, not just a small 
group of people. Let us hear 
from you!

Friends (continued from p. 2)

area, so we started little 
trips of interest close to 
Portland. For the past several 
summers, we have carpooled 
to Washougal to visit Dorothy 
Arthur’s hideaway.

This year, we are planning 
a picnic at church on the new 
patio outside Fellowship Hall. 

We’ll meet at noon on Friday, 
July 13. Everyone is invited! 
Bring children, friends, 
neighbors, and a dish to share. 
You’re also welcome to bring 
active or table games.

Help with set-up and 
clean-up is needed. Please call 
Margaret at 503-598-3483.
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld, Gracie McManus, Allie Donahue

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Local Pastor Affirms Marriage Equality
Pastor Brooks Berndt of 

Vancouver UCC recently 
wrote about why he believes 
that progressive churches 
should be “particularly active 
on the issue of marriage 
equality.”

The first is that there is a 
unique need for Christian 
witness in support of marriage 
equality. Opposition to 
marriage equality has been 
waged primarily by Christians 
in the name of Christianity. The 
media has generally encouraged 
this view, and as a result, many 
in our society equate opposition 
with the Christian faith. 
Some are not even aware that 
Christians can think and act 

differently. These people need to 
know we exist, and they need 
to know why we believe what 
we believe. If churches like ours 
don’t stand up and speak out, 
then Christianity as a whole 
may well deserve blame for 
the denial of rights to LGBT 
persons.

A second reason for 
our continued activism on 
marriage equality is that we 
are in a unique historical 
moment. Over the course 
of history, there are periods 
in which conditions make it 
possible for movements to arise 
and win substantial changes. 
This was the case with the 
civil rights movement and the 

women’s rights movement, 
and I believe it is now the case 
with the marriage equality 
movement.

A third reason is that…we 
have had a unique calling as 
an open and affirming church. 
Through congregational 
meetings and through our 
on-going ministries, we have 
collectively discerned that 
our church has a special 
calling when it comes to issues 
of inclusion and equality 
pertaining to LGBT persons. 
This calling is part of our core 
identity as a congregation.

Thank you, Brooks for, 
your concise and challenging 
words.

Grauer (continued from p. 4)

what is needed for 2012, 
including a donation envelope 
if you would like to make a 
cash donation.

The give-away will occur 
on Saturday, August 11, from 
8-noon at St. Luke Lutheran 
Church. Over 200 volunteers 
are needed to help 600 
children collect their supplies 
on the give-away day. To 
volunteer or ask questions, 
please contact Cindy Van Loo 
at 503-245-3890.

God is
still

speaking,


