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Worship at HCC 
July 2013

July 7 (7th Sunday after Pentecost)
Holy Communion
2 Kings 5:1-14
The Healing of Naaman

July 14 (8th Sunday after Pentecost)
Luke 10:25-37
The Good Samaritan

July 21 (9th Sunday after Pentecost)
Luke 10:38-42
Mary and Martha

July 28 (10th Sunday after Pentecost)
Luke 11:1-13
Shaped by Prayer

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings
Missionary Guest Presents Promises, 
Problems, and Possibilities in the Holy Land
Come Thursday, July 11, and learn more 

about what is happening in the Holy 
Land. The Rev. Loren McGrail is coming 
to Hillsdale to share some of what she 
has learned. She has been appointed by 
Global Ministries to a four-year term of 
ministry in East Jerusalem, working with 
the YWCA of Palestine. With all of the 
challenges in Palestine and Israel, this is a 
great opportunity to hear directly from our 
missionary in this region.

Global Ministries is a partnership of 
the UCC and the Disciples of Christ. Since 
Loren is not able to speak at every church 
in each denomination, we will be inviting 
people from other churches in the area 
to join us for a potluck and presentation. 
Please encourage other people who would 
have an interest in this region to join you 
in coming. The potluck begins at 6:15 in 
Fellowship Hall, followed by Rev. McGrail’s 
presentation at 7:00.

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.

Blood Drive Sets Record
by Margy Kleger, Coordinator

We did it! At HCC’s recent Red Cross 
Blood Drive, we had a record number 

of donors sign up, actually come, and 
donate blood. We collected 32 units of 
blood, which exceeded our goal by two. 
Because of our efforts, up to 96 people can 
be helped. That’s impressive!

I want to thank the canteen people, Patty 
Harding and Anita Moss. They did a great 
job. Many thanks also go to all the people 
who came to donate: Nancy Dorekal, Susan 
Cronan, Kimberly McEven, Chet Lee, Paul 
and Mary Ann Huntke, Barbara Raz, Don 
Beard, Carol Doyle, 
Tracy Hyland, Mike 
Van Loo, Pat Stenaros, 
Brownie Tuiasosopo, 
Michael Wagner, 
Randy Mueller, 
Cathy Wyrick, 

Pat Leach, Wayne Trosper, Eliza Carlson, 
Gary Lesniak, Julia Gresia, Lynn Walser-
Clark, Marisa Frieder, Sam Foulger, Anne 
Anderson, Charlene Dickinson, Nayan 
Fleenor, Joel Arellano, Stephen Wick, 
Nancie Wamser, Tony O’Connell, Amanda 
O’ Connell, Ryan Boyer, Deborah Scott, 
Jennifer Solomon, Robyn and Don Berry, 
and Anne Kennedy.

I hope we can continue to do this well. 
Our next opportunity will be in the fall. 
Watch for the date!

Blessings to each of you.
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Pastoral Reflection by rev. Pat ross

I had thought this Pastoral 
Reflection would be about 

my 50th college reunion. 
In 1963 I graduated from 
Macalester College in Saint 
Paul, Minnesota. The college 
makes a concerted effort 
to get as many alums as 
possible to attend their 50th 
anniversary of graduation – 
and I’m sure you can guess 
their motive for doing so.

But they do a good job—
they have special ceremonies, 
classes with professors, 
wining and dining, and lots of 
chances to meet people again 
after many, many years. When 
the invitation came about this 
time last year I was one of the 
first to RSVP, and at some 
point during the year, I was 
invited to offer the invocation. 
When Jennifer invited me to 
come to Hillsdale while she 

was on sabbatical, I said “Yes, 
but I’ll need some time off to 
attend my 50th year college 
reunion.” So, I was given a 
week off to attend. I bought 
my airline ticket and a new 
outfit; I packed, arranged, 
and got ready. The day before 
I was to leave, I got sick. My 
doctor strongly advised me 
not to go. I stayed home.

Now, the good thing about 
being sick is that it gives us 
time to reflect. As I reflected, I 
remembered some sage advice 
given to me by my spiritual 
director. She said that it is so 
important to pace oneself. 
When we forget to rest, eat 
right, get adequate exercise, 
and make time for prayer 
and reflection, we are setting 
ourselves up to get sick. She 
was not blaming the victim; 
she acknowledged that illness 

may 
come 
from a 
virus, a 
bacteria, 
or some kind of internal 
failure. She suggested we 
may make things worse by 
forgetting to take care of 
ourselves.

So I stayed home and took 
care of myself. I’m feeling 
good again and I’m looking 
forward to a summer with 
times to walk, rest, read, and 
renew myself even while I 
tend to the pastoral needs of 
this church. I hope you will 
also make time in your lives 
for self-care this summer. Just 
as God rested on the seventh 
day and hallowed that day, so 
should we balance our days 
with work, play, and rest.

Pastor Pat Ross

Do You 
Know Your 
Foundation 
Board?
The Hillsdale Community 

Church Foundation has 
responsibility “to promote 
long-term financial health 
and security of the church 
and to help implement the 
mission of the church.” 
The board meets regularly 
to review grant requests, 
monitor our investments 
portfolio, and take other 
actions.

We need an additional 
board member! Please contact 
a member of the Consistory 
if you are interested in this 
worthwhile service to our 
church. Current board 
members are Fred Raz, 
Gerry Craig, Lynn Wolff, and 
Charlene Dickinson.

Recycle!
The next community 

recycling event is 
scheduled for 9:00-noon 
on Saturday, July 13. This is 
an excellent opportunity to 
recycle materials that are not 
already collected at Hillsdale, 
such as styrofoam blocks, soft 
plastic bags, rigid plastics, 
and small appliances and 
electronics. A $2 donation per 
household is suggested.

Visit www.community-
recycling.org to learn more 
and to preregister. Arriving 
with a completed form 
allows you to jump ahead of 
others not so well prepared. 
The event takes place at St. 
Luke Lutheran Church, SW 
Vermont at 46th Avenue, a 
very short distance west of 
Gabriel Park.

Hosts Needed 
for Exchange 
Students
Church member Theresa 

Wechsler is working with 
Ayusa Global Youth Exchange 
to help find loving families 
to host international high 
school exchange students. It is 
a great way to enrich our lives 
by opening up our minds and 
hearts to other cultures!

Contact Theresa if 
you’d like to know more 
(twechsler@hotmail.com or 
503-706-8199). You can also 
find information at ayusa.
org. If you know anyone else 
who you might be interested, 
let Theresa know. Referral 
bonuses are available.

Summer Picnics Return
The traditional Hillsdale 

Summer Picnics return 
with a gathering at Dennis 
and Trudi Frengle’s home 
right after church on Sunday, 
July 28. Please bring a dish 
to share. The Frengles’ 
home is within easy 
walking distance of the 
church—7206 SW 21st 
Avenue.

The second picnic takes 
place on Saturday, August 
10, at the home of Elaine 
and Lynn Walser-Clark. 
Bring something to grill if 
you wish, along with a side 
dish or dessert. If you want 
to go in the hot tub, feel free 
to bring your suit and a towel.

“Admission” will be school 
supplies for the Grauer 
Back-to-School Project. The 

past two years’ donations at 
the Walser-Clark potlucks 
provided over 300 items for 
the drive.

The picnic begins at 5:00 
and will continue until 
closing!

The final picnic, replacing 
the All-Church Picnic at 
Gabriel Park, will take place 
at Camp Adams on Saturday, 
August 31.
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July 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MHR

3:00p Prayer Group MHR 

3
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

4
 Independence Day - 

Church Office Closed

5
 Church Office Closed

6

7
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Communion 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

8
 Transition Projects 

Meal BUD

9
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MHR

10
1:00p Memoir Writing 

Group, MDH

1:30p Tai Chi Quan FH

11
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

6:15p Missionary Potluck 
and Presentation FH

12 13

14
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

15 16
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MHR

3:00p Prayer Group MHR 

17
1:30p Tai Chi Quan FH

18
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

19 20

21
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

22
 Tidings Deadline

23
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MHR

24
1:30p Tai Chi Quan FH

25
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

26 27

28
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

12:00p Summer Picnic, FRENGLE

29 30
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MHR

7:00p Consistory MHR

31
1:30p Tai Chi Quan FH

August 1
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

2 3

BUD=Bud Clark Commons, 655 NW Hoyt St FH=Fellowship Hall FRENGLE=Frengle Home, 7206 SW 21st Ave GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LOT=Upper Parking Lot
MHR=Mt Hood Room MDH=Maria Dunlop’s Home, 12146 SW 29th Ave MULT=Multnomah Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy SANC=Sanctuary SS=Sunday School Rooms

Postcard from Sabbatical

This month has been filled with preparations for our family’s time in Hawaii—including 

packing, arranging the equipment and help we need for Jeff’s care, making contacts 

with friends of friends on the islands, reading ahead, and writing. I’ve also had a 

chance to attend a few services of worship. A highlight was participating in the UCC’s Pride 

Worship service on the park blocks on June 16. It was a joy to see some Hillsdale friends 

there! Sabbatical has also given our family time to be together during Eli’s transition from 

elementary school. There was relief and tears (from both kids and moms!) at the last-week-

of-school events. I’m also catching up on some movie watching and reading. Besides the 

usual science fiction we ingest a lot of around here, I have really enjoyed the inspiring and 

beautiful movie Soul Surfer and the book The Colony: The Harrowing True Story of the Exiles of 

Molokai. In addition to all this activity, those of you wondering if the sabbatical is including 

any rest will be relieved to know that I’ve also done a bit of lying on the grass and looking up 

at our favorite maple tree.

By the time you read this, I will have already spent a week in Molokai and worshipped with 

three of our UCC sister churches 
(in one day!) as their pulpit supp

ly preacher. I’ll let you know 

how that goes! Thanks for your ongoing prayers. Know you are in mine!

      Fondly,

      Pastor Jennifer
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld, Gracie McManus, Chris Sessions

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Youth Corner

Sunday School Continues Through the Summer
School may be out for summer, but Sunday School is still in session! This summer we will learn of God’s Good Creation and 
explore ways we can be in harmony with each other and the earth. Summer is a great time to try new things, both for children 
and adults. We welcome “special teachers” (you!) to teach a new craft, hobby, or passion to our kids on a summer Sunday that 
fits your schedule. We’re also looking for additional teachers to volunteer one Sunday per month teaching either class (ages 
3-6 or grades 2-5). We will hold a special planning meeting on August 7 after the church service to begin planning the fall 
program. If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact Rebecca Holt at rebeccah@lclark.edu or 503-866-0340.

Children’s Sunday School Topics
July 7 • An Outdoor Celebration • Leviticus 23:33–43; Deuteronomy 16:13–15 • The Festival of Booths came at the end of 
harvest time. Families lived outdoors for seven days, remembering God’s provision and the Israelite exodus from Egypt.
July 14 • A Song for Pilgrims • Psalm 121 • Pilgrims to Jerusalem sang this song on their journey. Help comes from God, 
creator of heaven and earth. We can trust in God’s care both day and night.
July 21 • Lessons from Birds and Flowers • Matthew 6:25–34 • God cares for the birds and flowers. How much more then 
does God care for us? Strive for God’s righteousness, and other things will be taken care of.
July 28 • God Is Like… • Deuteronomy 32:4, 10-12; Matthew 23:37 • The Bible gives us many images of God. God is seen as 
a strong, faithful rock, as an eagle hovering over its nest, and as a mother hen gathering her brood of chicks.


