
Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings

Ju
ne

 20
09

Worship at HCC 
June 2009

June 7
Festival of Praise

June 14 
Childrens’ Leadership Sunday
Ezekiel 17:22-24
Mark 4:30-32
Big Things Start Small

June 21
Father’s Day
Job 38:1-11
Mark 4:35-41
How Firm a Foundation

June 28
Psalm 30
Mark 5:21-43
Joy Comes in the Morning

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Grays Harbor 100% 
recycled paper. A full-color electronic 
version is available via e-mail. Send 
a request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to the e-mail list. 
Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.

The Ark Is Afloat!
The “Flock the Ark” project to raise money 

for the Heifer Project was a great success! 
Thank you to all for giving so generously! 
The young people raised more than $325.00 

selling the chicks. When that money 
is combined with the funds that have 

accumulated over the year, the young 
people will be sending about $700 to Heifer 
Project!!!

The children have decided to purchase 
two llamas, six chicks, four bee hives, a 
rabbit, and a goat.  

Great job, young people!  Your spirit 
is contagious!

A Positive Result from Blood Drive by Margy Kleger

The spring Red Cross Blood Drive was a 
success! We reached the goal of 21 units 

of blood. That can help as many as 63 
people have another chance at life.

Thank you to all who 
participated: donors Barbara Raz, 
Elizabeth Karkosky, Amy Mase, 
Wayne Trosper, Paul Vermilya, 
David Quinlan, Lizabeth Chvatal, Mary 
Ann Schacher, Steve Lewis, Bill Von 
Ofenheim, Anita and Greg Moss, Bill 
Schneller, Jarod Hobbs, Michael Thomas, 
Margy Kleger, Jim and Estelle Keating, 
Hanah Brunk, Tina Webb, Nayan Fleenor, 
Chelsea Spencer, Wendy Younkin, Pat 

 

Leach, Gary Wolff, Nancy 
Dacekal, and Lynn Walser-

Clark. Bill and Lois 
Coil ran the canteen, 
and Jo Lindell helped 
with registration.

This is the second 
time in a row that we have 
reached our goal! Next fall’s 
drive has a higher goal of 30 

units of blood. We will need all possible 
donors to reach the goal, so please mark 
your calnedars now for Tuesday, October 6.

Again, thank you to all our faithful, life-
giving donors.

God is still speaking,
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The 
Statement of 
Faith, which 
(as I’ve 
said before 
and will 
probably 
say again) is 
considered 
a testimony and not a test of 
faith; it is a place to begin 
thinking or re-thinking about 
our image of God. Whether 
you are a person with a deeply 
convicted faith, or a person 
who wrestles with doubts, the 
Statement of Faith provides 
a jumping-off point for you 
to begin imagining—or re-
imagining—God’s work in 
your life and in all the world. 
How have you seen or felt or 
heard God acting in your own 
life? 

In the Light,

look at in these columns this 
summer, begins with God. 
This may seem pretty obvious, 
but, even as Christians, we 
probably don’t spend that 
much time considering what 
we really think about God. 
Many people’s ideas about 
God are like a potluck—
images from long-ago Sunday 
school flannel boards, movies, 
Bible stories, and art history 
lessons all mixed together. 
Others just don’t believe in 
God at all.

I know of a guy who, when 
encountering someone who 
says “I don’t believe in God!” 
responds with, “Tell me about 
that God you don’t believe in.” 
If the person describes a far-
off, angry, or punishing figure, 
the guy will say “Well, I don’t 
believe in that God either,” 
and goes on to describe the 
God of his experience—a God 
of love and new life.

We believe in you, O God, 
Eternal Spirit, God of 

our Savior Jesus Christ and 
our God, and to your deeds we 
testify:

You call the worlds into 
being, create persons in your 
own image, and set before each 
one the ways of life and death.

You seek in holy love to save 
all people from aimlessness 
and sin.

You judge people and 
nations by your righteous will 
declared through prophets and 
apostles. 

—The United Church of Christ 
Statement of Faith in the form of a 

doxology
In other words, God 

creates, offers choices, 
loves, provides purpose and 
direction, and continues to 
guide us, often through the 
words and actions of others.

The UCC Statement of 
Faith, which we are taking a 

Conversation with Pastor JenniferFriendship 
Builders Plan 
Potluck
The Friendship Builders 

will meet on Friday 
evening, June 19, for a potluck 
meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
It is time to regroup for an 
evening of fun and fellowship, 
and to plan for our upcoming 
meetings and programs.

All are invited. Please come 
and bring a friend!

HCC Budget Report—April 30, 2009
Budget
April

Actual
April

Budget
Year-to-Date

Actual
Year-to-Date

Income $15,256.67 $13,665.53 $61,026.67 $60,134.87
Expenses $12,680.14 $11,799.79 $62,102.57 $58,953.89
Surplus (Deficit) $2,576.53 $1,865.74 $(1,075.90) $1,180.98

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Caregivers 
Class Offered
Are you struggling in 

caring for a loved one? 
Consider joining St. Luke 
Lutheran in a program 
designed to help you, the 
non-professional caregiver, 
take care of yourself while 
you care for a loved one. The 
class, “Powerful Tools for 
Caregivers,” will benefit you 
whether you are helping a 
parent, spouse, or friend—
someone who lives at home, 
in a facility, or across the 
country.

The weekly class meets 
Tuesdays from 6:00-8:30 
p.m. beginning May 19. 
Space is limited. Please call 
St. Luke Parish Nurse Marilyn 
Simmons at 503-680-8724 to 
register.

Children to Lead Worship
Let the little children…lead 

the worship service! The 
children of our congregation 
(toddlers and up) will take 
part in leading worship on 
Sunday, June 14. During 
worship, the children 
will bring the scripture to 
life through acting, sing 
two songs they have been 
learning, and thank the 

teachers who have given so 
much this year. 

There will a rehearsal for 
all ages on Saturday, June 13, 
from 4:00-5:00, followed by 
pizza. Please contact the office 
(503-246-5474) or Barbara 
Raz (503-244-7153 or braz@
teleport.com) by Thursday, 
June 11, to RSVP for the 
rehearsal.  

Summer 
Picnics Begin
It’s time for a Hillsdale 

tradition! Our first Summer 
Picnic will be Saturday, 
June 20. Watch for location 
information coming soon.

Flowers Needed 
for Sundays
Help beautify our worship 

space on Sunday 
mornings by bringing fresh 
flowers to share with the 
congregation. Please sign up 
on the Worship God Joyfully 
bulletin board in the Narthex, 
and bring your flowers by 
10:00 a.m. on Sunday.
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Register for 
Family Camp 
Several families from 

Hillsdale have registered 
for Family Camp (June 
24-27 at Camp Adams near 
Molalla). We look forward in 
joining with other families 
from around the Oregon 
UCC for this fun weekend of 
exploration and fellowship at 
Camp Adams. If you would 
like to register but have not 
yet, it’s not too late! Check out 
campadams.org or call the 
office for more information.

Delegates Attend Assembly
Delegates Jim Ruyle, Sue 

Floyd, Patty Todd, Nayan 
Fleenor, and Pastor Jennifer, 
along with guests Jeff and 
Elijah Brownell, attended 
the Spring Assembly of the 
Central Pacific Conference of 
the United Church of Christ 
held May 1 and 2 in Eugene. 
During this gathering of the 
66 UCC churches in Oregon, 
Western Idaho, and Southern 
Washington, business of the 
conference was conducted, we 
attended several meaningful 
worship services, got some 
new good ideas at workshops, 

and caught up with old 
friends.

Hillsdale-ites Nayan 
Fleenor, Brenda Koenig, Patty 
Todd, and Jennifer Brownell 
were elected to committees of 
the conference.

Watch for more about 
our church’s participation in 
the wider church in months 
to come. In the meantime, 
keep the national gathering 
of UCC churches (called 
Synod) in your prayers. Synod 
happens every two years and 
this year will be in late June in 
Michigan.

June 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
8:30a Yoga, FH

2
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

3
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:00a Loaves and Fishes

4
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

5 6

7
Trinity Sunday
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Festival of Praise 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs
3:00p Choir Barbecue

8
Glisan Street Meal
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

9
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

10
8:30a Yoga, FH

7:00p Women’s Group, 
Van Loos’ Home 

11
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

12 13

14
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

15
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

16
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

17
Tidings Deadline
8:30a Yoga, FH

18
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

19
6:30p Friendship Builders 
Potluck, FH

20
Summer Picnic

21
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Celebration Sunday
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:45 Boutique, FH

22
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

23
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:30p Executive Committee 
Meeting, LIB

7:00p Consistory Meeting, LIB

7:00p Foundation 
Meeting, PO

24
7:00p Women’s Group, 
Van Loos’ Home 

25
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

26 27

28
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

29
8:30a Yoga, FH

30
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

July 1
10:00a Loaves and Fishes

2
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

3 4
Independence Day

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot PO=Pastor’s Office SANC=Sanctuary

Memoir 
Writers 
Welcome 
Newcomers

The Memoir Writing 
Group is off to a great 

start, and new writers are 
always welcome to join! We 
meet every other Thursday 
at 1:00 in the pastor’s office. 
June meetings will be June 11 
and 25. If you have questions, 
check with Maria Dunlop at 
503-246-2232.

Family Camp at Camp Adams
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What happens if 
you invite the 

neighborhood to dinner? We 
are about to find out!

There have been a variety 
of conversations through 
the winter about how our 
congregation can reach out to 
the neighborhood during this 
time of economic depression, 
which makes it hard for many 
families to afford either the 
time or the money needed 
to eat together. Out of those 
conversations, the “Thursdays 
Together: Food, Fellowship, 
Fun!” idea was born. 

Every Thursday in July, we 
will host a free meal here at 
the church, to which everyone 
in the neighborhood will be 

invited. The evening will also 
include activities for all ages, 
and a short time of worship 
together.

Thursdays Together will 
be a success because of 
the service of many in our 
congregation. The meal will 
be served from 5:45-6:30, 
with activities and short 
worship service from 6:30-
7:15. If you are interested in 
helping to prepare, serve, or 
clean up for the meals (all 
ages needed!) or helping to 
lead an activity, there are 
sign-up sheets available in the 
Narthex. Please talk to Carol 
Doyle (503-892-3023) or 
Erica Johnson (503-341-7821) 
if you have questions.

Thursdays Offer Food, Fellowship Hillsdale Community Church
U N i t E d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

Worship God Joyfully • Share Christ’s Word • Embrace All • Make a Difference

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219 • 503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org
Office – office@hillsdaleucc.org • Pastor – pastor@hillsdaleucc.org • Music Director – tim@hillsdaleucc.org

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church 
of Christ, declare ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation.
We cherish and embrace individuals and families of all kinds. Believing 
that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and meant to be 
shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all 
persons, embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital 
status, mental and physical ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-
economic background.
We welcome all to share in the life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, 
worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings of participation in our 
congregation.
We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that works toward 
openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of 
life for all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and 
practice a unity of faith that transcends our differences.

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell Director of Music/Office Administrator  Tim Ditch

Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld  Custodian  Terry Cornell


