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Worship at HCC 
June 2011

June 5 
Steadfast
Acts 1:1-11 and selections from 1 Peter

June 12 
Festival of Praise

June 19 
It Is Good!
Father’s Day
Youth and Children Lead Worship
Genesis 1

June 26
Holy Welcome
Matthew 10:40-42
Romans 6:12-23

Annual Festival of Praise Celebrates 
Day of Pentecost
On Sunday, June 12, we will enjoy 

an exceptional day of music 
and prayer during the worship hour 
at 10:30. The Chancel Choir will lift 
their voices in song on this final day 
of the choir season as we celebrate 
together this seventh annual Festival 
of Praise. This year, the festival falls 
on the Day of Pentecost, also known 
as the birthday of the church—a 
great day to celebrate with song. In 
the biblical story commemorated 
on Pentecost, the Holy Spirit comes 
in the form of tongues of fire to 
a gathering of people from many 
nations who will go on to form the 
first Christian community. Some 
symbols for this day are flames and 
doves to represent the coming of 
the Holy Spirit among us, as it did 
to those followers long ago. You are 
strongly encouraged to wear red this day!

Many of us anticipate this Sunday 
throughout the year, as music is one of 
the most important ways we feel God’s 
presence. Musical selections will range from 
the moving “Song of the Spirit” by Joseph 

Martin to Mark Hayes’ foot-stomping 
arrangement of traditional spirituals, 
“Swingin’ with the Saints.”

Beginning June 19, the choir will enjoy 
a well-earned hiatus until their weekly 
rehearsals resume in September.
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Glisan Street Opens New Facility
Transition Projects (commonly known 

at HCCUCC as Glisan Street) is pleased 
to announce the opening of the new Bud 
Clark Commons, and invites their partners, 
friends, and supporters to help them 
celebrate at an Open House on Tuesday, 
June 7, from 5:00 until 7:00 p.m.

The event will feature behind-the-scenes 
tours as well as hors d’oeuvres from the 
Oregon Culinary Institute. The Bud Clark 
Commons is located at 650 NW Irving 
Street. If you would like to attend the event, 
RSVP to Tony Bernal at 503-823-4930 x205 
or email tbernal@tprojects.org by June 4.

The Pentecost by painter Alexander Sadoyan
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Editor’s note: This month’s Letter from the 
Pastor features an exciting announcement 
from our church leadership.

You may have heard the 
news already, either from 

a church email or a local 
news outlet, but we are so 
excited, we feel it is worth 
sharing again! On Monday, 
May 23, the regional director 
of HUD announced that 
Home Forward (the new 
name for Housing Authority 
of Portland) has received 
an $18.5 million HOPE VI 
grant from the federal 
government. The HOPE VI 
grant will provide the funding 
to demolish and rebuild the 
housing project just north of 
our property. 

A little history. You might 
remember that this grant 
was applied for, and denied, 
once. The hard working folks 
at Home Forward did not 
give up. They re-applied the 
very next year. The second 
grant emphasized more 
community involvement, 
including the addition of a 
Habitat for Humanity project 
and a head start on campus. 
The project, which now serves 
the poorest of the poor, will 
intentionally have a more 
mixed population, with 
residents qualifying who earn 
up to 60% of median income. 
HOPE VI is unique among 
housing grants in that, in 
addition to the housing itself, 
it provides for services to lift 
residents out of poverty by 
encouraging education and 
teaching job seeking skills. 

And, important to our 
community, just like in 
the first grant, we here at 
Hillsdale Community Church 

will benefit from the grant, 
as we partner with Hillsdale 
Terrace residents and other 
neighbors in the creation of 
a community garden on our 
property. Our involvement 
with Hillsdale Terrace in 
building this garden is deeply 
exciting, in no small part 
because it is so consistent 
with our Christ-centered 
values of welcome for all, care 
for creation and, of course, 
feeding people! Over the 
course of time, it is our prayer 
that this relationship will be 
a rich blessing for both our 
congregation and for the 
residents of Hillsdale Terrace.

Of course, all of this will 
take time. At this writing, 
a schedule is not set, but 
estimates range from 3 to 5 
years until completion. On 
a recent Monday, as fifty 
or so people gathered in a 
light rain in the courtyard 
of Hillsdale Terrace, there 
was a pause before rolling up 
of sleeves and getting down 
to work. It was a time for 
celebration. In the midst of 
many speeches by dignitaries 
from a variety of sectors, a 
resident of the property stood 
before the microphones, in 
front of television cameras. 
Obviously unused to the glare 
of the spotlight, unlike the 
politicians who had come 
before him, he stood still for 
moment as if collecting his 
thoughts. Then he raised his 
fists in the air and shouted “I 
just want to say ‘thank you 
Jesus!’ I have prayed for this 
day, and now it has come!” 

As your pastor and church 
leaders, we thank Jesus too, 
and we are hopeful that this 

will be the 
basis of a 
meaning-
ful rela-
tionship 
between 
our church and Hillsdale 
Terrace. We have attached an 
official press release about the 
project and we will keep you 
posted as we learn more about 
plans and schedules. In the 
meantime, if you are have any 
questions or concerns, or if 
you are interested in serving 
as our congregation’s repre-
sentative to the Community 
Action Council which will 
meet during the building pro-
cess, please contact a member 
of consistory.

Your Partners in Christ’s 
Mission,

Pastor Jennifer and 
Consistory Members Nayan 
Fleenor, Erica Johnson, Jack 
Morby, Dave Soderquist, Pat 
Stenaros, Mike Van Loo, and 
Jon von Behren

P.S.: A more detailed 
press release about the 
project can be found online 
at: www.portlandonline.
com/fish/index.
cfm?c=47690&a=350009

Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Personnel 
Committee 
Continues Work
The Personnel Committee 

is considering applications 
and conducting interviews 
for our position of part-time 
Youth Program Coordinator, 
and hopes to have a candidate 
to present to you by mid-June.

Tracy Barnowe 
Takes Next 
Steps
On Sunday, June 26, we 

will celebrate with Tracy 
Barnowe as we host her 
Ecclesiastical Council (EC) 
here in our Sanctuary after 
church and a light lunch.

The United Church of 
Christ documents describe 
the EC by saying “the EC will 
engage in an examination 
of the candidate in order 
to satisfy itself as to the 
preparedness and fitness of 
the candidate for ordained 
ministry in and on behalf 
of the United Church of 
Christ.” A vote of the EC 
recommending ordination is 
required before a candidate 
can advance to an Ordination 
Exam, which is conducted at 
a later time by the Covenants 
Ministry Team of the 
conference. All this sounds 
rather dry, but what this really 
means for us is that we will 
have a chance to hear from 
Tracy about her learnings in 
seminary and her hopes and 
dreams for the future. Please 
plan to attend the EC on 
Sunday, June 26, at 12:30 p.m.

Tower Gallery 
Features Art of 
Jane Sayler
During the month of June, 

the Tower Room Gallery 
will be home to a display of 
the textile and watercolor 
art of member Jane Sayler. 
Please take a moment to enjoy 
her work!
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Summer 
Picnics 
Planned
Our first summer picnic 

will be Saturday, June 25, 
from 4:00 until it’s over at the 
home of Dennis and Trudi 
Frengle, 7206 SW 21st Ave. 
Bring something to share and 
consider inviting someone 
new to the congregation to 
this relaxed and enjoyable 
potluck.

Our second summer 
potluck will be held at the 
home of Lynn and Elaine 
Walser-Clark on August 20 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. Lynn 
and Elaine have chosen a 
Labor Day theme—wear a 
costume of any occupation 
other than your own! In 
addition to a food item to 
share, please bring a new 
school supply item for the 
Hillsboro UCC Homeless 
Teen Program.

Two Young Women, 
Two Trips to Ecuador
As luck would have it, 

two teens connected 
with our congregation will 
be travelling to Ecuador this 
summer for mission trips.

Allie Meadows, Anne’s 
daughter, will be going 
through her school in July to 
work on whatever projects 
her village requests of her. 
Many of us enjoyed the 
tulips she made available as a 
fundraiser in April.

Although she is going 
with another organization, 
to another village, Olivia 
Hinerfeld, one of our nursery 
attendants, will also travel to 
Ecuador this summer. She 
writes:

“I am going to Ecuador 
for a little less than a month 
(about 28 days) from July 
6 to August 3. I will land in 
Quito, Ecuador’s capitol, 
and then travel to Otavalo 
in the mountains to get 
oriented with the language 
and the country. Then my 
group of approximately 15 

students and two leaders 
will go to the lowlands, and 
stay in a rural village near 
San Luis de Pambil. We 
will each stay with a local 
family who will probably 
not have running water or 
electricity. Depending on 
what the villagers decide, 
we will either build a school 
for them, or a community 
center where village events 
and special ceremonies can 
occur. Any excess funds will 
go to the construction of a 
playground or painting a 
world map. My fundraising 
goal is $400, but anything 
at all will help make these 
projects 
possible.”

You 
can help 
Olivia 
meet her 
goal by buying 
empanadas after church 
on June 5. Read more at 
Empanadas for Ecuador, 
next column.

It’s All Good
The youth and children 

of the church will be 
involved in leadership of 
the worship service on 
Sunday, June 19. On that 
day, we will celebrate the 
goodness of creation, in 
an interactive service of 
worship exploring the 
creation story from the 
book of Genesis. If you have 
an artistic side and would 
like to be involved in this 
day, please talk to Pastor 
Jennifer.

Foundation Update by Becky Meier

Check out the bulletin 
board in the Narthex to 

learn of the many ways the 
Foundation supports projects 
for HCC. Thank you to 
Patti Brandon and Charlene 
Dickinson for gathering the 
information and assembling 
the bulletin board.

Recent Foundation 
expenditures include $375 
for Take a Soldier Fishing 
and committing $3500 
towards the salary for the new 
Youth Program Coordinator 
position. Our invested money 
has done very well with a total 
of $238,249 as of May 1.

Empanadas 
for Ecuador
On Sunday, June 5, 

help support Olivia’s 
mission trip to Ecuador by 
purchasing empanadas made 
by our church youth. An 
empanada is a stuffed pastry, 

similar to a Polish pierogi 
or an Italian calzone. 
Ours will be stuffed with 
a savory green chili/

chicken/cheese filling, and 
will cost $2 each. They will 
be available in the Narthex 
after the service and they 
will be packaged for you to 
reheat at home.

Stephen 
Ministry Begins 
Training
The Stephen Ministry 

trainees (Mike Van Loo, 
Diane Nelson, Rebecca Holt, 
Margy Kleger, and Trudi 
Frengle) have begun their 
intensive course of study. 
The group is described by 
instructors Dennis Frengle, 
Lynn Walser-Clark, and 
Carol Doyle as “dedicated 
and energized.” They 
appreciate the support of the 
congregation as we continue 
to hold them in prayer during 
their training.

Welcome 
New Members!
On Easter morning ,we 

welcomed new members. 
When you see them, say 
hello to Cathy Thomas and 
the Biggs family—John and 
Lorrie and their children 
Adam and Abby.
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Pet Blessing 2011

photos by Diane Nelson
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June 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

4-7p Red Cross Blood 
Drive, FH

7:00p Stephen Ministry 
Training, LIB

2
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

3 4
 Take a Soldier 

Fishing, Hagg Lake

10:00a Youth Empanada 
Cooking, KIT

5
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service, SANC

11:30a Youth Empanada 
Sale, NAR

2:00p Edgewood Downs

6
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

7
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:00p Pastor Relations, Lori 
Carlson’s Home

8
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

7:00p Stephen Ministry 
Training, LIB

9
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, LIB

6:30p Sunny Hills Art 
Show, FH

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

10 11

12
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Festival of Praise 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

13
 Glisan Street Meal
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

14
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

11:00a Martha Circle, Margaret 
Bronson’s Home

15
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

7:00p Stephen Ministry 
Training, LIB

16
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

17 18

19
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11:45a Celebration Sunday, 
LIB

20
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

7:00p Grounds Group 
Meeting, LIB

21
 Tidings Deadline
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Consistory Meeting, LIB

7:00p Foundation Meeting, 
WORK

22
7:00p Stephen Ministry 

Training, LIB

23
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

24 25
4:00p Summer Potluck 

Picnic, Frengles’ Home

26
 Strengthen the 

Church Offering
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

12:30p Tracy Barnowe 
Ecclesiastical 
Council, SANC

27
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

28
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Book Club, LIB

29
7:00p Stephen Ministry 

Training, LIB

30
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

July 1 2

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) KIT=Kitchen LIB=Library NAR=Narthex SANC=Sanctuary WORK=Workroom

Shane Claiborne Makes Portland Appearance
Ecumenical Ministries 

of Oregon presents a 
conversation with bestselling 
author Shane Claiborne on 
Thursday, June 2, at 7:00 p.m. 
at Imago Dei Community, 
1302 SE Ankeny St., Portland.

With ancient stories 
of early Christians and 
contemporary stories of 
ordinary radicals, Shane will 
invite us to re-imagine what 
it means to be a Christian 
disciple in the 21st Century. 

From dressing wounds of 
lepers in Calcutta to living 
among the homeless in 
Philadelphia, social activist 
Shane Claiborne strives to 
live an authentic Christian life 
by living as Jesus did—doing 

“small things with great love.”
The event is free. Learn 

more at www.emoregon.org 
or call 503-221-1054. 
For directions and 
parking info, visit www.
imagodeicommunity.com.
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)
Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld and Gracie McManus

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Partnership Will Help Habitat for Humanity by nayan fleenor

HCCUCC has supported 
Willamette West 

Habitat for Humanity since 
its formation during the 
years Rev. Jack Takayanagi 
was our pastor and on the 
International Board for 
Habitat. HCC members have 
been involved in a variety 
of ways, including financial 
contributions, serving on 
Habitat committees, and 
volunteering on house 
building work days.

This past year, the children 
started learning more about 
Habitat and the need for 
adequate housing, and they 

have been contributing 
money to help.

Now an Ecumenical Faith 
Partnership is being formed 
to work with a family to build 
their new home. Hillsdale will 
be a part of this with other 
UCC churches. The money 
we already donate from the 
HCC budget will go toward 
this project.

Five faith “networks” 
are part of this group: 
Catholic, Presbyterian, UCC, 
Methodist, and Murray Hills 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ). Collectively, the 
churches in the network will 

raise money for construction 
supplies and provide the 
volunteers to build the 
home on lot #8 at Ramble 
Glen in Aloha, a Habitat 
neighborhood of eight homes 
that was started in 2010.

At this point, we will join 
Bethel Congregational UCC 
on their already scheduled 
work days. The first one will 
be June 25. The work site 
is decided the week before, 
depending on construction 
needs, but it will probably 
be at the site near 185th 
and Farmington Road at 
Ramble Glen. The work day 

runs from 8:15 to 4:00, but 
that is usually divided into a 
morning and an afternoon 
team. Other upcoming 
dates are September 22 and 
October 24.

If you’d like to know 
more about working on a 
construction site or the many 
other ways to volunteer, a 
Volunteer Recruitment Open 
House and Information 
Meeting will be held on 
Thursday, June 9, at 6 p.m. 
Call coordinator Kate 
Schnurr at 503-844-7606 x111 
or visit www.habitatwest.org/
volunteer to learn more.


