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Worship at HCC 
June 2012

June 3
Holy Communion with 
Pastor Jennifer presiding
Special guest Hollis Bredeweg kicks 
off our Summer 2012 Visioning 
Process

June 10
Annual “Festival of Praise” musical 
worship service led by the 
Chancel Choir

June 17
Community of Christ: 
Becoming a New Creation
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17
Mark 4:26-34

June 24
Community of Christ: 
Great Endurance
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41

July 1
Community of Christ: 
Need and Abundance
2 Corinthians 8:1-15
Mark 5:21-43

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t
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Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.

Visioning Process Begins 
What is important to you? When do 

you feel like you are truly following 
God’s will? How can Hillsdale Community 
Church UCC be a place where these things 
happen most of the time?

What if someone asked you questions 
like these, and then really listened to the 
answers? What if the answers you gave 
joined with others’ answers to create a few 
specific, do-able ministry and mission goals 
for this community of faith?

This summer, we are embarking on a 
visioning process that will result in our 
church creating a plan for mission and 
ministry that is more fully responsive to the 
wishes of our members, to emerging needs 
and issues in the community, and to the will 
of God as we continue to discern it.

Each member and friend of the church 
is being asked to participate in a listening 
process, during which individuals in one-
on-one interviews will be asked open-
ended questions about our church, our 
community, and our shared future. All 
these thoughts, along with those of other 
members of the church, will be compiled 
and shared with the congregation later in 

the summer. We will then refine and focus 
the ideas generated.

Ultimately, using the feedback from 
individuals and the gathered congregation, 
the Consistory will recommend three to five 
specific priorities for ministry and mission 
to be voted upon by the congregation at a 
meeting in September.

We hope this will be an empowering, 
informative, and fun experience for us as 
a congregation. If you have any questions 
about the visioning process, please feel free 
to speak with any member of Consistory: 
Jon von Behren, Erica Johnson, Pat 
Stenaros, Nayan Fleenor, Drake Mitchell, 
Ruthanne Rusnak, Allen Stephens.

Rummage Faire Coming June 22
HCC’s Rummage Faire will be held 

June 22 and 23 in Fellowship Hall. 
We’ll be collecting donations beginning 
June 17. Proceeds will benefit the Restroom 
Renovation Project.

It takes many people to organize and 
conduct the rummage sale. If you’d like 
to help, please sign up in the Narthex or 
contact Becky Meier at 503-635-2303. If you 

have items to donate and don’t want to hang 
on to them until the 17th, let Becky know. 
She has a little bit of room in her garage.

The sale runs Friday (6/22) from 6:00 
until 9:00 p.m., and Saturday (6/23) from 
9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.

Schedule your directory photo session 
(see page 3), then pop in to the sale. Two 
birds, one stone!

Blood Drive June 6
The Red Cross 

Bloodmobile 
will be in the lower 
parking lot on 
Wednesday, June 6, 
from 4:00 until 
7:00 p.m. Sign up in 
the Narthex if you can donate blood.
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Back to Eden Update by Jim ruyle

The 25 new native plants 
adopted by generous 

members of the congregation 
in April are now planted 
south of the building. We have 
now covered unneeded grass 
with cardboard and wood 
chips from the Texas-Capitol 
Hwy. intersection more 
than half way to the lower 
parking lot, and replaced 
it with a variety of native 
plants. This immediately 
saves a significant amount of 
mowing labor and expense. 
We have also communicated 
with Home Forward (City of 
Portland housing authority) 
requesting their assistance in 
removing the blackberry on 
our side of California St.

On April 24, with our 
assistance, Ecumenical 

Ministries of Oregon 
conducted a workshop at 
our church about watershed 
and wildlife projects. More 
than 30 church leaders 
and members of the 
public attended and heard 
presentations by experts and 
leaders in the field. We also 
conducted a workshop at 
Spring Assembly. 

Having planted many 
new plants, we are now 
committed to watering them 
this summer to keep them 
alive. We also are positioned 
to continue replacing 
unneeded grass with native 
species to the east end of our 
property and elsewhere.

Also inviting are the 
islands in the upper parking 
lot waiting for native plants 

that will attract the attention 
of the public as well as 
people attending church. 
Whether we should embark 

on these opportunities at 
this time depends on the 
response of more members 
of the congregation. Help 
would be needed in watering 
the new plants, acquiring 
and laying cardboard, 
spreading wood chips, and 
planting the plants. Our 
immediate challenge is 
to help members discern 
whether they hear that call.
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Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell 

I guess I should be careful 
before I ever again write 

a newsletter article calling 
the coming month “A BIG 
Month” as I did in the May 
Tidings. When I wrote those 
words in mid-April, little 
did I know what a truly BIG 
Month it would be, for the 
congregation as a whole (as 
we said goodbye to three 
beloved friends—George, 
Bud, and Marian) as well as 
for my family. 

Jeff and I have been so 
grateful and touched by the 
many expressions and love 
and care we have received 
from you in the days before 
and following the death of his 
dad, Wayne, in Minnesota. 
I was especially grateful for 
the grace with which so many 
loose ends were gathered 

up by many of you, making 
it possible for me to attend 
to family in the busy days 
just before we hosted the 
Conference Spring Assembly.

In early May, I thought I 
knew that hosting 50 of our 
sister UCC churches here for 
our Spring Assembly would 
be a Big Thing. Actually, I did 
not guess how BIG-hearted 
our hospitality would be, 
nor could I have imagined 
the BIG spirit of joy and 
celebration that filled every 
corner of the building as we 
created spaces representing 
every part of the globe. The 
accolades and thanks we 
received for hosting the 
assembly were quite over-
whelming. And, personally, 
I can’t remember ever being 
prouder of this community of 

faith.
June 

is a new 
month. I 
look ahead 
and breathe 
a sigh of relief that, so far, it 
doesn’t look as BIG as May. 
But looking back over what 
has sustained me during 
the BIG ups and downs of 
the past few weeks, I give 
thanks for this community 
of Christ. I look forward to 
seeing you in worship in June 
and early July, as we explore 
together what it means to be 
a community in covenant 
with one another—walking 
through the Big times, the 
little times, and all the times 
in between.

Summer 
Family Fun 
Nights
Thursday evenings in 

July will be family fun 
nights here at Hillsdale. 
These evenings might include 
indoor or outdoor games, 
singing, telling stories, service 
projects, movies, crafts, 
or…(your great idea here!). 
Knowing us, they will almost 
certainly also include food. If 
you are interested in helping 
put the FUN in family fun 
nights, please contact Pastor 
Jennifer. Thanks!

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Saying 
Goodbye
On May 8, we 

remembered Bud Kunz 
with a celebration of life. On 
May 11, we celebrated the life 
of George Walker. Both of 
these gentlemen passed away 
in April. In May, we also said 
goodbye to Marian Dunlap, 
who died May 16 after a brief 
illness. A celebration of life 
for Marian will be held June 
16 at 2:00 p.m. in the church 
Sanctuary. We rejoice with 
these children of God in 
long lives well-lived, even as 
we grieve our parting from 
them. 

Some of you may choose 
to remember George, Bud, 
Marian, or another loved 
one with a gift to the church. 
If so, we thank you! Please 
make sure to clearly mark 
on the check the name of the 
person you are remembering 
so we can notify their family 
of your generosity.
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Youth Corner
Children’s Sunday School
This summer, children at Hillsdale Community Church will 
learn to “Seek Peace and Pursue It.” We will hear stories of 
God’s people seeking peace during times of conflict. We will 
strive to be people who know and love God, interpret God’s 
Word, belong to God’s gathered community, and share God’s 
good news.

June 3 • Walking Away From Conflict
Genesis 26:12-33
Faith focus: Depart in peace.

June 10 • Be Reconciled
Philemon
Faith focus: Work to restore broken relationships.

June 17 • The Daughters of Zelophehad
Numbers 25:1-35
Faith focus: Be persistent in working for justice.

June 24 • Abigail Prevents War
1 Samuel 25:1-35
Faith focus: Say you’re sorry.

St. Stephens Feeding Programs
This summer, we’ll be helping out with the feeding programs 
at St. Stephens Episcopal church in downtown Portland. 
These projects are for ALL ages. Watch your email for more 
information!
Thursday, June 28, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. (come for all or part of the 
day) • Stocking and passing out food at a food pantry. Lunch 
is included.
Saturday, July 7 (7-11 a.m.) • Prepping and serving breakfast 
to 125 people.

Planning for the Future
Lake Oswego United 

Church of Christ is 
hosting a four-part seminar 
series entitled “My Life, 
My Way: Planning for 
the Future” about making 
medical, legal, and spiritual 
decisions on end-of-life 
issues. Sessions will be held 
the first four Saturdays in 
June at Lake Oswego UCC 
(1111 Country Club Road, 
Lake Oswego). Individuals 
may attend any or all sessions.  
Light refreshments will be 
provided. There is no charge, 
but donations are welcome.

June 2, 9-11 a.m. • Estate 
Planning and Elder Law • Led 
by estate planning attorney 
David Avison and co-
presented with Jerry Woods 
who specializes in elder law 
and estate planning. Topics 
cover wills, trusts, powers of 
attorney, probate, and other 
related subjects.

June 9 • 9 a.m.-noon • 
Advance Directives • Led by 
Gretchen Brauer-Rieke, RN, 
MSN, a certified Advance 
Care Planning Facilitator and 
founder of codaconversations. 

Topics cover educational 
and support services for 
discussing and documenting 
end-of-life issues.

June 16 • 9-11 a.m. • 
Housing Options for Seniors 
and Hospice • Led by Penny 
Holcomb, Community 
Relations Director at 
Hearthstone at Murrayhill, 
and Leslie Crowder, hospice 
RN. Topics cover housing 
options for seniors and 
hospice care and services.

June 23 • 9-11 a.m. • 
Create Your Own Memorial 
Service and Ethical Wills • 
Led by Rev. Jennie Ott, pastor 
at Lake Oswego UCC, and 
Rev. Hilary Martin Himan. 
Topics cover designing your 
own memorial service and 
creating an ethical will, your 
spiritual/emotional legacy. 

All sessions are open 
to the public. For more 
information or to RSVP, 
please contact Glen Williams 
at Lake Oswego UCC at 
503-635-4348 or office@
loucc.org. More information 
is also available at the church’s 
website, www.loucc.org.

God is
still

speaking,

Schedule Your Directory Photo 
Session Now
We have arranged with 

Lifetouch, a company 
specializing in church 
directories, to produce our 
next pictorial directory. 
Professional photographers 
will be on-site June 21-23 
for picture-taking. The new 
directory will be available for 
distribution in September.

There is no cost to the 
church for this service. 
Photographs will be available 

for purchase, but no purchase 
is required. You’ll receive a 
free 8x10 of your directory 
pose.

You can schedule your 
photo session online anytime 
by visiting tinyurl.com/
hccuccphotos, at the table in 
the Narthex before or after 
church on Sundays, or by 
calling the church office at 
503-246-5474. Alternate dates 
may be available.

Camp 
Opportunities 
Still Available
It’s not too late to sign up for 

Camp Adams. Family camp, 
work camp, young adult 
camp, and camps for kids ages 
second grade through high 
school are all available. Check 
out campadams.org for more 
information.
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld, Gracie McManus, Allie Donahue

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Going Green Isn’t Always Easy Going by John Biskey

Hillsdale Community 
Church has adopted 

recycling and conservation 
efforts as part of a mission 
to be good stewards of the 
earth. One visible aspect of 
this effort was the placement 
of bins in the Narthex for 
collection of used batteries 
and compact fluorescent light 
bulbs. The contents of these 
bins have been recycled a 
number of times and they are 
again nearly full.

In the past, I’ve transported 
the bins to one of Metro’s 
waste collection sites so 
that the environmentally 
hazardous metals and 

chemicals can be properly 
recycled. I’ve recently run 
into difficulties with Metro 
declining to accept large 
quantities of batteries and 
bulbs without paying a fee 
for disposal, because I cannot 
provide documentation 
showing their source. 
It happens that Metro’s 
guidelines are very narrow, 
and waste is classified as 
either having originated 
from a private home or 
from a business, meaning 
that without some proof of 
origin, Hillsdale, or any other 
church, is treated the same as 
a business.

In order to show Metro 
that these items have come 
from your homes, we’re 
asking those who 
have recycled either 
batteries or bulbs in 
the last year to put 
their name and 
address, including 
zip code, on 
the 
form 
that is 
located 
next 
to the 
bins. 
This same 
requirement 

for documentation will 
continue to apply in 
the future. This small 

inconvenience 
will allow us to 

continue 
acting as a 
collection 
point for 
these items.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

4
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

5
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

5:00p Prayer Group, PO 

6
10:00a Loaves and Fishes, 

MULT

4:00p Red Cross Blood 
Drive, LLOT

7
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

8 9

10
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Festival of Praise 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11
 Transition Projects 

Meal, BUD

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

12
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

5:00p Prayer Group, PO 

13
1:00p Memoir Writing 

Group, Location TBD

14
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

5:00p Ministry Night, FH

15 16
9:00a Back to Eden Work 

Party
2:00p Marian Dunlap 

Memorial Service, 
SANC

17
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service, SANC

11:45a Celebration Sunday, 
NAR

18
 Tidings Deadline
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

19
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

5:00p Prayer Group, PO 

7:00p Foundation Meeting, 
WORK

20 21
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1-8:30 Directory Photos, LIB

22
1-8:30 Directory Photos, LIB

6-9p Rummage Faire, FH

23
9a-3p Rummage Faire, FH

10-5:30 Directory Photos, 
LIB

24
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11:30a Newcomers’ Lunch, 
LIB

25
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

26
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

5:00p Prayer Group, PO 

7:00p Consistory Meeting, LIB

27 28
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

9:00a Youth Work Day, STS

7:00p Visioning 
Community 
Listening Session, FH

29 30

BUD=Bud Clark Commons, 655 NW Hoyt St CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library 

LLOT=Lower Parking Lot LOT=Upper Parking Lot MULT=Multnomah Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy NAR=Narthex SANC=Sanctuary STS=St. Stephens Food Bank

Rummage Faire Collections and Setup


