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tidings
The Roof 
Is Risen! 
Alleluia!
Thanks to the 

hard work of 
bakers, artists, 
basketball players, 
and donors, we 

raised $3,100 in the recent Raise the Roof kids’ FUNdraiser! 
And we earned the $2,500 match! The total of $5,600 in funds 
will replenish our building repairs fund, allowing us to be 
ready for any repairs needed in the coming year. Thank you for 
helping make this a one-shot success! 

Spring Blood Drive a Bust
Hillsdale’s spring blood drive has another first to report: 

there was no blood drive! After it was all set and the 
scheduled time was just 90 minutes away, coordinator Margy 
Kleger was notified that Red Cross was unable to get the 
required staff to do their part, so the only choice they had was 
to cancel the drive. What a surprise! All donors were called 
and signs put up at the church in case someone didn’t get the 
message. Margy offers her thanks to all the willing donors. We 
sincerely regret the inconvenience of it all! Watch for news of 
the next drive coming up in October.

Fellowship Committee Plans 
Ambitious Year
Starting with the new Fellowship First salad luncheon on 

the first Sunday of each month, the Fellowship Committee 
is pleased to announce several opportunities for you to get to 
know each other better.

On Saturday, August 6, we will have an ice cream social at 
the church beginning at 5:00 p.m. Sunday, September 4, brings 
the all-church potluck luncheon and board-game day (this 
takes the place of the Fellowship First salad luncheon that day). 

Later in September comes the Friendship Tea on Saturday 
the 24th. Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner returns in October, 
and our annual Thanksgiving Feast happens on Sunday, 
November 20. Plan to join us!

Chancel Choir Offers Annual 
Festival of Praise
On Sunday, June 5, we will enjoy an exceptional day of 

music and prayer during the worship hour at 10:30. The 
Chancel Choir, led by Music Director Tim Ditch, will lift 
their voices in song on this final day of the choir season as we 
celebrate together this twelfth annual Festival of Praise. Many 
of us anticipate this Sunday throughout the year, as music is 
one of the most significant ways we feel God’s presence.

Immediately following the worship service, the Fellowship 
First salad luncheon takes place in Fellowship Hall. This month 
we will enjoy cake in honor of the choir.

Beginning June 12, the choir will enjoy a well-earned hiatus 
until September.

On Dealing with Our Great 
National Dogfight by Kathy schneller

Politics in the United States seem to get a little weirder and 
more uncomfortable every day. The polarization between 

factions even crosses over into the religious community, 
leading to fights within and between churches. Many of us 
deal with these increasing ideological differences by avoiding 
conversation on the issues with anyone outside our own camp. 
But whether we talk about them directly or not, they are 
tearing the country apart.

In the class that accompanied Lenten soup suppers this 
year, Pastor Chris offered a suggestion that could help. As an 
exercise, he suggested that we attempt to understand and have 
compassion for those who hold opposing beliefs. 

I decided to try this, but it was difficult, especially in the 
case of those citizens whose beliefs appear to be not-so-secretly 
motivated by hate. What more is there to understand about 
people who want to deny the rights of others? And why should 
I feel compassion for such a person? 
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Being a book-obsessed type, I decided that a good first step 

would be to try and read my way to a greater understanding. 
Books about the growing divide in our country and about some 
of the groups at the opposite end of the political spectrum from 
myself served to remind me of how much our political conflicts 
are driven by fear. People are afraid of losing jobs and afraid 
of losing what little status they still have. They find themselves 
in a country that increasingly does not resemble the one they 
grew up in, all while running out of the resources that once 
made this country and this planet a much nicer place to live. 
The culture is also changing around them, and they do not 
understand or like the new rules and ethics. They do not feel 
listened to, and they are no longer sure what they would need 
to do to change or improve things. Hatred often comes from a 
desire to blame others for these problems.

Many of those things scare me too, so I have in fact been able 
to feel some compassion for those experiencing the same fears. 
What’s still difficult is the much tougher exercise assigned to us 
by Jesus: to somehow love others even as we see them clearly 
and honestly. While I can manage to empathize with someone’s 
fears at the same time that I reject the hatred that comes with 
them, I have to admit that so far I can’t go that extra distance. I 
can’t love the haters.

I don’t know how or if I can ever achieve that ultimate 
Christian goal, and sometimes I question whether I should 
even aspire to it. Maybe it’s more realistic to first try and stop 
feeling angry about all this. In any case, I’m going to keep 
praying and also reading and listening to others in an attempt 
to increase my understanding. But what would also really help 
would be for this already endless election season to finally be 
over. And on that I think we can all agree.

Kathy would love to hear thoughts from others on how to deal 
with the ongoing national mud wrestling competition.

Celebration of Life Planned for 
Long-time Hillsdale Members
On Sunday, June 5, from 3-5 p.m., there will be a celebration 

of the lives of longtime neighbors and members of 
Hillsdale Community Church, Barbara Bruck Herd Krieg and 
William Edward Krieg at the Multnomah Arts Center, 7688 
SW Capitol Hwy. All who knew them are welcome to come 
and join in this celebration of their lives. Donations in their 
memory may be made to a favorite charity.

PSC Encourages Prompt 
Return of Surveys
The Pastoral Search Committee asks for your help. Please 

complete the recently distributed survey and return it 
to the church—either by mail or by placing it in the offering 

place—as soon as possible. The survey is meant to be 
confidential. Each return envelope is numbered to maintain 
anonymity (only committee chair Alexis Hamilton knows the 
numbering assignments, and she will not see any completed 
survey). Be sure to seal your completed survey in the return 
envelope provided to ensure that your response is recorded. If 
you have misplaced or discarded the return envelope, just 
contact Alexis Hamilton to retrieve the number you can add to 
your survey. You can reach her at iamgregsbird@gmail.com or 
503-774-6568.

From the Pastor by Chris hyde

As I reflect on the recent news stories about 
the divisions in American politics as 

well as the whole debate regarding bathroom 
equality for transgender individuals, I am 
saddened by the lack of love. Our nation has a 
history of division when people are viewed as 
“other”…different from one’s own self. And that 
is so contrary to the message of Jesus. Jesus’ greatest message 
was to love God and love others. Yet, one of the greatest 
hindrances that blocks our love for others is the notion that 
we are somehow different or separate from others, which is 
contrary to what Jesus teaches us. One of the most important 
Christian values is the belief that all people are made in the 
image of God. This core belief expresses that there is value to be 
found in all people. We are taught to respect the people around 
us, to help those in need, and to treat others as they themselves 
would want to be treated. Those values are not just Christian 
values—they are values that many would say are implicit values 
of humanity. But unfortunately, those values don’t always get 
applied in life.

In South Africa, there is a word to describe a cultural value 
found there: Ubuntu. Ubuntu is hard to translate, but its 
essence is this: “I am because you are…because we are.” That is 
a very difficult idea for Americans to understand and embrace 
because we are such an individualistic society. But I think it 
would behoove us to learn from African culture because it 
actually speaks to our theology. In his book, No Future Without 
Forgiveness, Archbishop Desmond Tutu says this about the 
South African concept of Ubuntu:

“[It] means my humanity is caught up, is inextricably bound 
up, in theirs. We belong in a bundle of life. We say, ‘a person is a 
person through other people.’ It is not ‘I think therefore I am.’ It 
says rather: ‘I am human because I belong.’ I participate, I share. 
A person with Ubuntu is open and available to others, affirming 
of others, does not feel threatened that others are able and good, 
for he or she has a proper self-assurance that comes from knowing 
that he or she belongs in a greater whole and is diminished when 
others are humiliated or diminished, when others are tortured or 
oppressed, or treated as if they were less than who they are.”

Ubuntu theology refers to our inter-connectedness, not 
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June 2016 (visit our live calendar at www.hillsdaleucc.org/calendar)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10:00a Meals on Wheels MC

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

2
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

3 4

5
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Festival of Praise 
Worship Service SA

11:45a Fellowship First 
Salad Luncheon FH

6 7
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

8
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

9
9:00a Walking Group UL

10 11

12
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

13
 Transition Projects/

Hoyt St Meal KI,BC

6:30p Post-Sabbath Bible 
Study (PSBS) MH

14
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

7:00p Consistory Meeting, MH

15
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

7:00p Foundation Meeting, MH

16
9:00a Walking Group UL

17 18

19
 Father’s Day
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

20 21
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

22
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

23
10:00a Tidings Deadline
9:00a Walking Group UL

24 25

26
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

27
6:30p Post-Sabbath Bible 

Study (PSBS) MH

28
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

29
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

30
9:00a Walking Group UL

July 1 2

BC=Bud Clark Commons (655 NW Hoyt St) CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch (SW Barbur at 19th) KI=Kitchen MH=Mt Hood Room
MR=Maple Room  MC=Multnomah Arts Center (7688 SW Capitol Hwy) R4=Room 4, Education Wing SA=Sanctuary UL=Upper Parking Lot

just in the church, but within humankind. When I hurt you, I 
hurt myself and I hurt the community. When I love you, I love 
myself and I love the community.

I invite you to ponder how our lives and even our society 
might be changed by embracing Ubuntu. “I am because you 
are…because we are.” We are interconnected. We are one. 
Think about the racial divisions in Ferguson. Think about the 
homeless of Portland. Think about the LGBT community. 
Think about Muslims. Think about the immigrant community. 
Think about all of the social issues that cause us to look at 
anyone as “different.” How can we truly love others in the way 
of Jesus if we don’t consider everyone equal? I, for one, want 
to continue to ponder the value of Ubuntu. “I am because you 
are…because we are.”

Blessings!
Pastor Chris Hyde

PSC Updates Congregation
Responding to some privately voiced questions and 

concerns, Pastoral Search Committee Chair Alexis 
Hamilton spoke to the entire congregation during Sunday 
worship on May 22. She recounted the committee’s activities 
thus far, explained how the search process works, and invited 
full participation from the congregation in this important 
work. The committee members stood before the congregation 
as Alexis encouraged congregants to feel free to contact any 
member of the committee to ask questions or give input 
related to the search efforts. She also displayed the “Question/
Comment/Suggestion/Complaint Box” that will be placed in 
the Narthex, and urged the community to use it for delivering 
anonymous messages to the committee.
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2016 Consistory Members: Rebecca Holt, President, Share Christ’s Word (503-866-0340 · rebeccah@lclark.edu); 
Cathy Thomas, Vice President, Personnel, Worship (503-246-9509 · elefun@aol.com); Drake Mitchell, Treasurer (240-
672-1738 · drakem@pdx.edu); Carl Wamser, Past President, Building Committee (503-504-4296 · wamserc@pdx.edu); 
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I
n Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Alexis acknowledged that the church’s effort to find the right 
person for today, tomorrow, and years to come has engendered 
some anxiety about how long the process is taking. She 
reminded the congregation that Conference Minister Walter 
John Boris has told us the average search takes 12-18 months; 
some take longer. Our Pastoral Search Committee has met five 
times since it was commissioned on February 28. As Alexis 
explained, the committee has been “wrapping its arms around 
the past,” including three visioning efforts during the last five 
years. “We don’t want to bring a puzzle for the congregation 
to unravel,” she said. “We’re hoping to focus first.” She also 
emphasized the need for the committee members to get to 
know each other more deeply now so they can work together 
with trust, confidence, and insight when reviewing resumes.

Here are some highlights of Alexis’ further presentation:
• Much change in congregation in last few years; we need 

accurate demographic information; confidential survey for that 
purpose distributed last week

• First task of church, through committee, is to prepare 
lengthy and detailed church profile; survey answers will go into 
profile, but some other required data has not been maintained 
and will take additional time and effort to compile

• Church profile provides both snapshot of who we are and 
snapshot of where we want to go for potential candidates; 
community conversations set for June 26 and July 10 will 
help congregation determine if our old vision is still valid; 
committee urges everyone to attend one meeting or the other.

• Committee thanks those who have shared questions or 
concerns, because “we can’t help if we don’t know what you 
want”; search process belongs to entire church community; 
committee looks forward to hearing from each and every 
worshipper at some point during this process.

• Search Committee will continue posting regular updates 
in Tidings and Sunday bulletins and is hoping for a Facebook 
presence.

Pastoral Search Committee: Alexis Hamilton, Chair; Carol 
Doyle; Dennis Frengle; Trudi Raz Frengle; Cathy Thomas; 
Mike Van Loo; Nancie Wamser.

Tidings is published monthly by Hillsdale Community Church, United Church of 
Christ. The printed version is produced on recycled paper. An electronic version is 
available at www.hillsdaleucc.org. Send a request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to 
be added to our email list. Tidings is edited and designed by Tim Ditch.


