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Worship at HCC 
March 2009

March 1
First Sunday in Lent
Holy Communion
I will remember
Genesis 9:8-17
Mark 1:9-15

March 8
Second Sunday in Lent
Lose your life, save your life
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Mark 8:31-38

March 15
Third Sunday in Lent
Foolish wisdom
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
John 2:13-22

March 22
Fourth Sunday in Lent
For God so loved 
Numbers 21:4-9 
John 3:14-21

March 29
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Write it on their hearts
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 119: 9-16 

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Grays Harbor 100% 
recycled paper. A full-color electronic 
version is available via e-mail. Send 
a request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to the e-mail list. 
Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.

Lenten Soup Series features Ways to Pray
Each Tuesday evening in March begins 

with a simple soup supper in Fellowship 
Hall at 6:30, followed by a one-hour 
program from 7:00 until 8:00. Child care 
will be provided by Olivia Hinerfeld, loved 
by the children for her work in the nursery 
on Sunday mornings.

The program this year is called 
Ways to Pray, and will feature 
a different speaker each week 
demonstrating various ways to pray.

March 3 • Conversational Prayer • Carl Ditch 
and Pastor Jennifer — Sometimes our 
prayers can feel stilted, awkward, or formal. 
Learn a method that will help prayer flow 
between you and God as easily as you 
converse with any friend.

March 10 • Praying with Icons • Jeannie 
Bjorkland — Jeannie Bjorkland, a therapist in 
Hillsdale, is an icon painter and a relatively 
recent convert to Orthodox Christianity. 
Learn about the history of icons, and the 
role they play in the prayer practices of 
Orthodox Christians.

March 17 • Setting Your Compass of 
Grace • Members of Christ the Healer 
UCC — Enter into relationship 
with God using techniques to 
calm and focus your mind and 
body.

March 24 • Pilgrimage as Prayer - 
Rev. Diane Dulin 

Diane, pastor at Hillsboro 
UCC, spends several 
weeks each summer as 

a Camino De Santiago 
pilgrim in Spain. She will 

share from her travels, as well as describe 
the importance of pilgrimage across 
cultures, religions, and ages.

March 31 • Meditation • Rev. Larry Etter — Come 
and see an old friend! Larry will direct us in 
a guided meditation, similar to those from 
the meditation group he led while he was 
pastor here at Hillsdale.

We still need a soup maker for March 31. 
If you are able to help, please call Patty Todd 
at 503-890-2236.

The Hillsdale Hikers 
and friends enjoyed 
a cold and sunny 
Kids Hike around 
the neighborhood 
on President’s Day 
morning. Left to right: 
Charlene Dickinson 
with grandsons Ari 
and Adler, Jennifer 
Brownell, Elijah 
Brownell, Charlotte 
Crow, Nayan Fleenor, 
Bob Miller, John Holt, 
Evan Holt, Forrest Holt, 
Margy Kleger, Barbara 
Raz, Cathy Braned, 
Elizabeth Karkosky, and 
Katherine Karkosky. 
RD Floyd was behind 
the camera.
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How 
to do it? 
Maybe 
you’ll 
discover a 
new way 
to get close 
to God at 
our Tuesday 
night soup supper series. 
Please do plan to join us! Or 
maybe you’ll discover another 
way. If you do, let me know. 
I’d love to hear about where 
your walk is taking you.

Into the fullness of our 
lives, comes the simple season 
of Lent. My prayer is that 
you find joy and meaning in 
the simplicity of the season, 
however you enter into it.

In the Light,

something up for Lent. But 
that giving-up thing only 
works if it really helps you 
simplify your life. If your 
life really will be simpler if 
you give up chocolate (or 
whatever) for the next 40 
days, go ahead. But really, 
the main thing is making 
space, in all the busyness and 
fullness of your life, to make 
room enough for God to 
move in. 

It’s almost like we’ve always 
had it backwards. We’ve 
thought if we give something 
up, that we’d get closer to 
God. Instead, if we deepen 
our walk with God, we won’t 
want to do the things that 
distract us from The Way, 
won’t have time to engage in 
activities that harm ourselves 
or others.

Life is so very full at the 
moment. As we head into 

Lent, I want to tell you about 
the one thing that will help 
you get the most from this 
season before Easter, this time 
of drawing nearer to God. 

But where to start? 
With new babies or 

new wheelchairs? With a 
dislocated finger or with 
glorious music? With love 
in the midst of loss or with 
crocus blooming in a cold 
rain? With gratitude for old-
timers or with hope for new 
folks? With long meetings or 
warm hugs? With worry or 
wonder? 

Life is so very full, there’s 
no way to choose. Into all 
that fullness, comes Lent, a 
season of simplicity. Maybe 
you’ve heard that should give 

Conversation with Pastor JenniferChurch Work 
Day Planned
The Embrace All Team and 

the Building and Grounds 
Team are planning an All-
Church Clean-up Day for 
April 4. There will be inside 
and outside projects planned. 
Please save the date!

Ecclesiastical 
Council for 
Roberts Set 
Many of us enjoyed Mark 

Roberts’ leadership in 
worship a couple months a go. 
Now we have the opportunity 
to take the next step with him 
as he prepares for ordination. 
Please consider making time 
to attend his Ecclesiastical 
Council, a formal opportunity 
for Mark to present to the 
entire conference what he 
has learned in seminary (and 
life!) and to take questions 
from anyone who would like 
to ask one of him. This is 
an important milestone for 
Mark, who grew up in our 
church and is now a seminary 
student preparing for 
ministry. Mark will graduate 
in May and begin searching 
for a call to parish ministry.

The Council will take place 
March 29 at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary.

On March 15, the Adult 
Education session that 

meets Sunday mornings at 
9:15 will be starting a new 
lecture-plus-discussion 
series titled “The History of 
Christian Theology.”

Over the course of the next 
36 weeks, we’ll be learning 
about some of the myriad 
topics concerning Christian 
doctrine, including the 
trinity, the nature of Christ, 

predestination, original sin, 
the afterlife, the nature of 
humanity, grace, baptism and 
the sacraments, and more.

We’ll look at Christian 
doctrinal questions in 
terms of their historical 
development and the ways in 
which they are understood 
and taught by the various 
denominations and branches 
of Christianity. We’ll examine 
the issues that distinguish 
Protestants from Catholics, 
Baptists from Presbyterians, 
Calvin from Luther, etc.

It promises to be a 
stimulating and informative 
way to start Sunday morning, 
and all are invited to join. 
Child care is available 
beginning at 9:00.

New Adult Ed Series Begins

HCC Budget Report—January 31, 2009
Budget

December
Actual

December
Budget

Year-to-Date
Actual

Year-to-Date
Income $15,256.67 $12,657.50 $15,256.67 $12,657.50
Expenses $14,818.64 $13,759.58 $14,818.64 $13,759.58
Surplus (Deficit) $438.03 $(1,102.08) $438.03 $(1,102.08)

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much 
for 

your help with rent.
 

You just don’t know
 

how much you saved
 

our home. May you 
be 

blessed in every par
t 

of your life.

This note was received from a neighbor 
helped by our family assistance fund
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The Center for Spiritual 
Development at Trinity 

Episcopal Cathedral is 
honored to present an 
evening lecture and Saturday 
workshop with Diana Butler 
Bass, religion and culture 
scholar known for her work 
on the revitalization of the 
church. The events take place 
March 27 and 28 at Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral. 

In her weekend 
presentations taken from the 
research for her new book, A 
People’s History of Christianity, 
historian and religion expert 
Diana Butler Bass reveals 
an alternate history that 
includes a deep social ethic 
and far-reaching inclusivity: 
“the other side of the story” is 
not a modern phenomenon, 
but has always been 
practiced within the church. 
In these presentations, 
Bass authenticates the 
vital, emerging Christian 
movements of our time, 
providing the historical 
evidence that celebrates these 
movements as thoroughly 

The Consistory met on 
February 10. One of 

the most important orders 
of business was upcoming 
changes in the treasurer’s 
position. We are pleased to 
report that Jon von Behren 
has agreed to become vice 
president of the Consistory. 
This, of course, means that 
he will not continue as our 
treasurer. 

Pat Stenaros and Patty 
Todd have been “recruited” 
to be co-treasurers. Details 
of a co-treasurer job 
description will be worked 

out before these important 
changes take place on April 
1. We can expect to have 
a congregational meeting 
around this time.

We urge everyone to attend 
our Lenten Soup Suppers 
being held every Tuesday 
evening in March. The soups 
are always almost as good as 
the fellowship we enjoy in 
these gatherings.

Our next Consistory 
meeting will be on Monday, 
March 16, at 7:00 p.m. As 
always, everyone is welcome 
to attend our meetings.

Consistory Update by sue floydScholar to Present Lecture
Christian and faithful to the 
mission and message of Jesus.

Butler Bass holds a Ph.D. in 
religious studies from Duke 
University and is the author 
of six books, including the 
best-selling Christianity for 
the Rest of Us, named as one 
of the best religion books of 
the year by Publishers Weekly 
and Christianity Century.

For more information, 
pick up a registration form 
from the bulletin board 
by the tower door, or visit 
www.center-for-spiritual-
development.org. Use coupon 
code UCC to receive a 
discounted rate on admission.

Foundation Update by Becky Meier

Thank you to all of you 
who contributed money 

for our two in-care students. 
They are most appreciative 
of additional financial 
assistance. The donated 
money will be matched with 
Foundation funds for in-care 
students attending seminary.

At our January meeting, 
the Foundation discussed 
and worked on designing 
an application for the 

committees, consistory, or 
pastor to use in requesting 
foundation funds for projects 
that further the mission of 
HCCUCC.

The Foundation will have 
a budget of approximately 
$13,200 this year, with $5,900 
used to pay the Texas Street 
LID cost.

A designated music fund 
of $5,000 was used to help pay 
for the organ.

Organ Concert 
Postponed
The dedication service 

and concert celebrating 
our new organ have been 
rescheduled for Sunday, 
April 26. The dedication will 
take place in the morning 
service, and the concert will 
follow at 4:00 that afternoon.

Originally planned for 
February 22, the events were 
postponed after organist Tim 
Ditch suffered a dislocated 
finger.

Kids Show Heart for Glisan Street
by Barbara raz

The children in 
our Sunday 

School spent 
one Sunday in 
February making 
Valentines for each of the 
homeless men at the Glisan 
Street Homeless Shelter 
(where Hillsdale serves a meal 
each month) and for some of 
our church family members 
who are unable to attend 
church on a regular basis.

It’s not easy work 
making 125 

Valentines!
Heartfelt 

thanks to each 
one who helped 

with this project. 
You showed God’s love by 
bringing some joy into the 
lives of those who otherwise 
might have had little reason 
to think anyone cared 
about them!

Forrest Henry Holt with parents Rebecca 
and Evan after Forrest’s baptism at HCC on 
February 15

Newcomers’ 
Lunch Planned
If you’ve been visiting 

Hillsdale Community 
Church UCC for a while (or 
if this is your first Sunday!) 
and you’d like to learn more 
about the church, join us 
for a Newcomers’ Lunch in 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
March 29, after church until 
1:00 or so. RSVP to Pastor 
Jennifer or Elizabeth Pigg, 
503-892-8980.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
First Sunday in Lent
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service and Children’s 
Sunday School, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

2
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

3
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:30p Lenten Soup Supper, FH

4
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:00a Loaves and Fishes

5
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

6
World Day of Prayer

7

8
Second Sunday in Lent
Daylight Saving Time Begins
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

9
Glisan Street Meal
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

10
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:30p Lenten Soup Supper, FH

11
8:30a Yoga, FH

7:00p Women’s Group, 
Van Loos’ Home 

12
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

13 14

15
Third Sunday in Lent
Celebration Sunday
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

16
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

7:00p Consistory Meeting, LIB

17
St. Patrick’s Day
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:30p Lenten Soup Supper, FH

18
Tidings Deadline
8:30a Yoga, FH

19
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

20 21
Suppers for Seven

22
Fourth Sunday in Lent
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

23
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

24
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:30p Lenten Soup Supper, FH

25
7:00p Women’s Group, 
Van Loos’ Home 

26
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

27
7:30p Diana Butler Bass 
Lecture, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral

28
9:00a Diana Butler Bass 
Workshop, Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral

29
Fifth Sunday in Lent
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

2:00p Roberts Ecclesiastical 
Council, SANC

30
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

31
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:30p Lenten Soup Supper, FH

April 1
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:00a Loaves and Fishes

2
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

3 4
All Church Clean-up Day

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot SANC=Sanctuary

March 2009
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SW Hope Is in Full Swing
We are joining again 

this year with other 
churches and synagogues in 
the neighborhood to raise 
awareness about hunger 
and poverty issues in SW 
Portland, and to support one 
of the organizations on the 
front lines of those issues—
Neighborhood House’s food 
box program. Low-income 
families may receive an 
emergency food box once 
per month. The food boxes 
contain food enough for three 
days for breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner for a family.

Contribute to SW Hope 
by bringing canned food any 
Sunday during March (not 
just the first Sunday of the 
month, as we usually do), 
contributing money (you 
can place your additional 
donation in the plate on 
Sunday morning—just write 
SW Hope on the memo line), 
and eating at the restaurants 
that support SW Hope with 
a portion of their proceeds. 
Check the Narthex for 
restaurant coupons. For more 
information, visit SW Hope’s 
website, www.swhope.org.

Mark Your Calendar Now for 
Holy Week and Easter Events
Sunday, April 5
10:30 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship and Parade of the Palms, Sanctuary

Thursday, April 9
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship Service, Sanctuary

Friday, April 10
4:00-7:00 p.m. Good Friday Labyrinth Walk, Fellowship Hall

Sunday, April 12
8:00 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service, Lower Parking Lot

9:00 a.m. Pancake Breakfast, Fellowship Hall

10:00 a.m. Egg Hunt, Play Yard

10:30 a.m. Festive Easter Worship Service, Sanctuary

Camp for All Ages
As you begin to dream of 

summer and make your 
summer plans, save June 25-
27 for Family Camp at Camp 
Adams near Mollala.

We will again join our 
friends from around the 
conference for a weekend of 
exploring, s’moring, and, of 
course, cray-fishing.

Family Camp is for all—
last year the ages ranged from 
babies to 80-somethings, and 
campers included singles, 
grandparents with grandkids, 
and other family groups.

The cost is usually fairly 
low, but please don’t let the 
price be a barrier for you. 
Scholarships are available.

It’s Raining 
Babies at 
HCCUCC! 
Welcome baby Oliver 

Jett Frengle, and 
congratulations to 
parents Nina and Patrick, 
grandparents Trudi and 
Dennis, big brother Max, and 
big sister Sophie.

Welcome baby Zoe Gretta 
Johnson, who joins parents 
Erica and Lance and big 
brother Andrew.

Welcome baby Sebastian 
(10 weeks), nephew of Mary 
Anne Richardson, and cousin 
of Brandon. Mary Anne and 
her mom are providing foster 
care for Sebastian.

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

Worship God Joyfully • Share Christ’s Word • Embrace All • Make a Difference

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219 • 503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org
Office – office@hillsdaleucc.org • Pastor – pastor@hillsdaleucc.org • Music Director – tim@hillsdaleucc.org

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church 
of Christ, declare ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation.
We cherish and embrace individuals and families of all kinds. Believing 
that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and meant to be 
shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all 
persons, embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital 
status, mental and physical ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-
economic background.
We welcome all to share in the life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, 
worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings of participation in our 
congregation.
We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that works toward 
openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of 
life for all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and 
practice a unity of faith that transcends our differences.

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell Director of Music/Office Administrator  Tim Ditch

Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld  Custodian  Terry Cornell

Cupid (aka Jim Ruyle) 
makes an appearance 
at the Sunny Hills 
Preschool Valentine’s 
Day Party

In Our Prayers
Please remember in 

your prayers Todd 
Duncan, son of Barbara 
Kunz, who is serving with 
the United States Military in 
Afghanistan.
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Hillsdale Community 
Church serves a meal 

monthly at the Glisan Street 
men’s shelter. (The Glisan 
Street Shelter is part of 
Transition Projects, Inc.). 
Four to five folks help prepare 
the meal in the afternoon in 
our church kitchen. Then, 
a group of five to six folks 
deliver the food to the shelter 
and serve it to the clients.

In December, the meal we 
sent to the shelter included 
a potato meatloaf, green 
beans, tossed salad, rolls, 
fruit, pineapple upside-down 
cake, and milk. One of the 
gentlemen at the shelter asked 
for the meatloaf recipe. The 
recipe was sent to his e-mail 

address and we recently 
received a response back 
from him. 

I know this has been awhile, 
but I remembered that I never 
thanked you for the meat loaf 
recipe. So, thank you very 
much!! You may not remember 
me, but I am the man from 
TPI [Transition Projects, Inc.] 
who absolutely loved your 
meatloaf enough to ask one 
of the men who brought the 
dinner that night to get the 
recipe, if possible. When I came 
in to work the next morning, 
there it was on my e-mail. So 
thank you again. 

Just a little update to show 
how very good our God is—I 
have left TPI and am now 

Good News from Glisan Street Shelter by Barbara raz

Thanks to Evan Holt, Bob 
Miller, Mike Van Loo, Jack 

Morby, Robert Ewing and 
Pat Stenaros for preparing 
the sanctuary for Lent.  And 

thanks to Margaret Bronson, 
who saw something like 
our new banners at another 
church, and asked if we could 
have them here.

Sanctuary Prepared for Lent

living at the Watershed Apts. 
on Capitol Hwy and Bertha 
Blvd.—in Hillsdale. I have 
an excellent job teaching 
computers to disabled people.  
Not bad for a man who 
was homeless and jobless 
and broke in September of 
last year. And I was able 
to do it all because of your 
meatloaf!!! Well…at least 
it helped some, I’m sure. So 
blessings to you and all the 

wonderful people at Hillsdale 
Community Church. 

—C.H.
Thanks to all who support 

this caring ministry with 
your gifts, your time, and 
your love! It is heartwarming 
to know our meals are 
appreciated, but most of all it 
is good to know that folks are 
able to overcome the many 
obstacles of homelessness to 
lead a fulfilling life.


