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Worship at HCC 
March 2010

March 7
Third Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

March 14
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Guest Preacher Susan L. Smith
of Drink Water for Life

March 21
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21
John 12:1-8

March 28
Palm/Passion Sunday
Parade of Palms

Lenten Series Surveys 
World Religions

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Grays Harbor 100% 
recycled paper. A full-color electronic 
version is available via e-mail. Send 
a request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to the e-mail list. 
Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.

Every year, the Lenten Soup Suppers 
provide an opportunity for learning and 

fellowship. This year, we will be learning 
about the Major Religions of the World 
from practitioners of these faiths from 
within and outside of our congregation. 
And each week in Sunday worship, we will 
prepare for Wednesday by hearing a prayer 
from the tradition we will study that week. 

The series began February 24 with a look 
at Taoism presented by Robert Ewing, a 
member of our congregation and student of 
both Tao and Tai Chi.

Here is the schedule for upcoming 
weeks:

March 3 • Judaism, presented by Ami 
and Arden Goldberg, a mother and son 
team who will lead us in song and prayer.

March 10 • Hinduism, presented by 
Dhananjay Keskar.

March 17 • Islam
March 24 • Buddhism, presented by Jeff 

Brownell and Gary Wolff, members of our 
congregation who have both been students 
of Buddhism at times in their lives.

These are not necessarily leaders or 
clergy, but instead are people who have, 
in some way, woven these traditions into 
their lives. We have asked each presenter to 
answer one or more of these questions: 

• What is the most important story of your 
religious tradition?

• Tell us about some important people in 
your religious tradition.

• What is the central thing that your 
tradition believes about The Divine?

• What is one thing that the rest of the 
world gets wrong or misunderstands about 

your faith tradition? What is one thing other 
faiths can learn from your faith?

• Tell us about your own faith journey 
within your tradition. How did you first 
come to learn about it? What keeps you 
practicing it?

• What are the major branches of your 
religious tradition and how do your own 
beliefs fit into (or fall outside of) those 
categories? 

• What are some of the problems 
associated with practicing your religion in the 
Portland area?

• How does your religious tradition 
approach interfaith dialogue?

• Explain one of the important rituals 
of your faith and help us to understand its 
purpose.

As you think of your own faith tradition, 
what do you think these answers would be 
for you? Please join us for what promises to 
be a stimulating series.

The program begins each week with a 
soup supper at 6:00 followed by a prayer 
service at 6:45. The lecture/presentation 
follows at 7:00, and the evening concludes 
at 8:00. 
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of you is that there is someone 
in your work or home life 
who asks you Terry’s question 
from time to time.

We are in the season of 
Lent, which is not, as you may 
think, about being hard on 
yourself. Lent is really about 
deepening your walk with 
God, and if all you can do 
is notice your own flaws, it’s 
pretty hard to see God past 
them.

During Lent, try to spend 
some time in conversation 
or meditation that is about 
lifting up your gifts, so you 
can use them for the glory 
of God, instead of dragging 
yourself into the pits by 

I’m looking for my water 
bottle. Today is one of those 

days when I can’t seem to 
keep track of anything, and, 
exasperated, I yell to Terry 
as he walks past my office, 
“Argh! I’m going to give up 
setting things down and then 
not being able to find them 
for Lent!”

He sticks his head in 
the door. “Don’t you think 
you’re being kind of hard on 
yourself?” he asks mildly, 
before moving past with the 
vacuum cleaner.

Well, probably, I am being 
a little too hard on myself. 
I’m guessing I’m not alone in 
this, and my prayer for each 

Letter from Pastor Jennifer

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

cataloguing your failures. I’m 
going to start it myself, soon. 
But in the meantime, has 
anyone seen my keys?

See you in church!

Pastor Jennifer

Release Your 
Inner Healer
The Institute for 

Progressive Spirituality 
presents Moving Toward 
Wholeness, an Experiential 
Conference on Healing, 
on Saturday, March 20. 
The conference runs 
from 9:30 a.m. until 
3:30 p.m. at Multnomah 
Monthly Meeting House, 
4312 SE Stark, Portland. 
Register online at www.
instituteprogressivespirituality.org

Drink Water for Life Helps Haiti

Consistory 
Retreats!
Please keep the Consistory 

in your prayers. The 
governing body of the church 
will be on retreat the morning 
of Saturday, March 13, to 
plan and prepare for the 
year ahead. We are looking 
forward with great energy 
to all that is possible for our 
church and community, 
and we hope this time of 
discernment together will 
help us meet the future with 
greater clarity and focus.

Feed the Hungry 
in SW PDX
The SW Hope Feed the 

Hungry campaign is well 
under way. Just as some are 
giving up extra lattes and 
sodas for the Drink Water 
for Life campaign, you might 
consider forgoing a restaurant 
meal or dessert, and give that 
money toward SW Hope. 
Our barrel is already full 
to overflowing and we will 
empty it as often as you fill it. 
Keep the donations coming!

Are You Called 
to Help? 
 by nayan fleenor

Hillsdale Community 
Church participates each 

March in One Great Hour 
of Sharing. We join together 
with other UCC churches 
to contribute to the refugee, 
relief, and development fund 
of the United Church of 
Christ, which helps people in 
more than 80 countries.

Please pray for God’s 
guidance regarding how 
much you should contribute 
this year. God calls us to love 
others and “feed his sheep.” 
This offering is a way to help 
provide tents, food, and water 
to earthquake victims in 
one place, and education or 
micro-credit loans in another. 
There are many ways the 
offering is used. To learn more 
before we take our March 14 
special offering, visit www.
ucc.org/oghs.

will be sharing with us during 
Adult Ed (9:15, child care 
provided) and worship. She 
will speak about her travels 

to Haiti and the work she 
does there ensuring 

clean drinking water 
is available in rural 
com munities.

Susan is well-
known to several 

members of our 
congregation, including 

Paul Thiers and Catriona 
Mccracken, who say that she 
was a true leader when they 
were members at Salem First, 
as well as mentor to Catriona 
in law school.

Whether she is an old 
friend or a new one, come to 
church on March 14 to greet 
Susan Smith and hear about 
her important work.

Check the bulletin board in 
the Narthex for updates 

and information about Drink 
Water for Life. Members of the 
congregation are pledging 
to give up lattes or 
sodas during Lent, 
and are putting the 
money saved toward 
building wells in 
Haiti, where only 8 
percent of rural people 
currently have access to 
clean water.

Your contribution, large or 
small, makes a difference! The 
HCC Foundation will match 
the first $1,500 received.

And make sure to be in 
church on Sunday, March 14, 
when Susan L. Smith, 
member of Salem First UCC 
and one of the founders of the 
Drink Water for Life project, 

God is still speaking,
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Creativity Flows at Movie Showing
Usually, viewing a movie 

is like taking part in a 
one-way conversation. You 
might talk about the issues or 
questions it raises with friends 
over dessert or beer afterward, 
but only rarely is there an 
opportunity for collaborative 
conversation with the film’s 
creators or others.

That will change on Friday, 
March 5, during a showing 
of the locally produced 
documentary Imagining 
Home here in our Sanctuary. 
The film will be shown in 
collaboration with Portland’s 
Playback Theater—a theater 
of storytelling. During their 
interactive performance, 

audience members share their 
responses to Imagining Home, 
which are woven into an on-
the-spot presentation by this 
professional troupe. 

Imagining Home, 2009 
Northwest Film & Video 
Festival’s Audience Award for 
Best Feature Film, chronicles 
the revitalization of north 
Portland’s Columbia Villa into 
New Columbia, and explores 
issues of race, class, and the 
desire to reach seemingly 
unattainable personal goals. 
This powerfully emotional 
story asks, “how can we 
work together to promote 
equitable, sustainable 
communities?” At this rare 

event, that question will be 
the start of a conversation 
to include all who attend. 
Portland filmmakers Sue 
Arbuthnot and Richard 
Wilhelm of Hare in the 
Gate Productions, as well 
as some of the people 
featured in the film, will be 
on hand.

Free-will cash donations 
for the event will benefit 
SW HOPE: Feed the 
Hungry campaign, which 
collects food and funds 
for Neighborhood House’s 
Emergency Food Box 
Program, the largest food 
pantry program in Southwest 
Portland.

Please join us Friday 
evening, March 5, at 7:00 in 
the Sanctuary.

The women of HCCUCC 
are invited to aWorld Day 

of Prayer Service followed 
by luncheon at the home of 
Pastor Jennifer.

Please join us 
Friday, March 5, at 
Westside United 
Methodist Church, 
13420 SW Butner 
Road, Beaverton. 
Check-in is at 9:30, 
and the service 
begins at 10:00. The 
luncheon will be at Pastor 
Jennifer’s home (850 SW 
134th Ave.) from 12:00 until 
1:30.

Come for one or both 
events. RSVP to Pastor 
Jennifer (971-340-6316 or 
pastor@hillsdaleucc.org) for 
the luncheon by Wednesday, 
March 3.

The service is a gift from 
the women of Cameroon. Join 

us as we journey to Cameroon 
and enter a world vibrant 
with song and praise. From 
Cameroon’s southern coastal 

plains to its thick 
tropical forests to 
its mountainous 
Adamawa massifs, 
we will pick up 
our instruments 
and make music. 
Together we will 
fulfill the call of 
Psalm 150: Let 

Everything That Has Breath 
Praise God.
Directions:
•  Take Beaverton-Hillsdale Highway, 

through Beaverton to Murray. 
•  Take a right on Murray, and go 1.8 

miles. 
•  Take a right on Butner. Go two blocks. 
•  The church is on the right side, at the 

crossing of 134th and Butner. 
•  Pastor Jennifer’s House is just three 

houses away, on 134th. 

Let Everything That Has 
Breath Praise God

Foundation Update by Becky Meier

Last month, the Foundation 
voted to pay back 

$25,000 on the Texas Street 
improvement loan. With the 
extra payments, the amount 
owed is now $16,046. If we 
pay extra amounts at each 
semi-annual payment, we will 
have the loan paid off in two 
years.

The City of Portland has 
not sold the bond so our 
interest is over 6.5 percent. 
Paying down the loan was 
a method of saving over 5 
percent in interest. We are not 
able to make that return on 
a CD.

The Foundation has 
approved matching 
contributions of up to $1,500 
for the Drink Water for Life 
project for Haiti sponsored by 
the Make A Difference Team.

In addition, the 
Foundation continues to 
provide matching funds for 
our in-care student, Tracy 

Barnowe, who is studying at 
Pacific School of Religion in 
Berkeley. Offering envelopes 
for in-care student funds are 
available in the Narthex.

Stay tuned for more 
information.

Who Is That Guy?
Please welcome Eric 

Olson, the young man 
you may have noticed typing 
in the front row during 
worship. Eric is a captioner 
by trade—he types the words 
at live events like classes, 
doctor appointments, and 
worship services, for the 
benefit of the deaf and hard 
of hearing. He is practicing 
here at HCCUCC on Sunday 
mornings and is willing 
to share his work free of 
charge. If you’d like to know 
more, please speak to Pastor 
Jennifer.
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A Letter from Louise Albagli
Many of us appreciate the 

hugs and good wishes 
that Louise freely offers each 
Sunday. Here is an excerpt 
from a letter about her dream 
of helping her friend Judy 
Quinto 
return 
to the 
Phillippines 
to visit 
children 
and grand-
children she 
has not seen 
in 25 years. All 
of Judy’s time 
and money 
goes to support 
her children 
(whose home 
was devastated 
in last year’s 
earthquake), 
and a disabled 
brother with 
whom she lives.   
To help realize this 
dream, Louise asks 
for donations of 
Northwest, Delta, and 

Come celebrate the 
memory of Rabbi Aryeh 

Hirschfield and enjoy an 
evening of music, dance, art, 
film, poetry, storytelling, and 
much more!

The 
event, 
benefitting 
Southwest 
Com-
munity 
Health 
Center and P’nai Or of 
Portland, takes place at 5:30 
p.m. on Sunday, March 21, 
at Havurah Shalom, 825 NW 
18th Ave., Portland 

Tickets are $6 at the door, 
and kids are free! 

Light dinner and snacks 
will be available for purchase. 
For more information, call 
503-679-7978. The event is 
sponsored by Rabbi Aryeh 
Hirschfield Legacy Trust and 
Congregation P’nai Or.

March 21. Please see Louise 
after church if you have any 
questions.

Night of Music 
Supports 
Health Center

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (pastor@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld Custodian  Terry Cornell

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Alaska Air airline miles.
We will surprise Judy 

with an airplane ticket 
during Celebration Sunday, 

Dear Brother
s and Sisters,

Our church may be small, but we have a big
 heart!

It’s been my dream to help sp
onsor (my friend 

Judy) for a tr
ip to the P

hilippines t
o be reunited with 

her family, and know
 with the help

 of this wonderful 

and loving c
hurch family, this will be a real

ity…

We need 20 people to 
sign up (on the s

heet in the 

narthex) who can pled
ge at least 

7,000 airline miles. 

It needs to 
be Alaska Air miles, NW Airline miles, 

or Delta miles. Print your name, the type 
of miles 

you have, and y
our mileage accou

nt number. We’re in 

a real rush for the 
airline miles, as the

 miles go up 

as seats on
 the plane a

re filled. At the moment we 

require 135,000 miles. On Monday, March 5, I will get 

the plane ti
cket with the airli

ne donation
s. Monetary 

donations w
ill also be a

ccepted thr
ough noon, 

Thursday April 8.

God bless yo
u all  May He prosper y

ou, and may 

you feel His Loving pr
esence all t

he days of 
your life!

Love, Louise



tidings
March 2010 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

2
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

3
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

6:00p Lenten Soup Supper, FH

4
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

5
10:00a World Day of Prayer 
Service, Beaverton

7:00p Imagining Home Movie 
Screening, SANC

6

7
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service and Children’s 
Sunday School, SANC

11:45a Embrace All Team 
Meeting, LIB

2:00p Edgewood Downs

8
Glisan Street Meal
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

9
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

1:00p Martha Circle, LIB

10
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

6:00p Lenten Soup Supper, FH

11
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, LIB

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

12 13
9:00a Consistory Retreat

14
One Great Hour of Sharing 
Special Mission Offering
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

15
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

16
Tidings Deadline
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Consistory, LIB

7:00p Foundation, WORK

17
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

6:00p Lenten Soup Supper, FH

18
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

 7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

19 20

21
Celebration Sunday
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

22
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

23
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

24
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

6:00p Lenten Soup Supper, FH

25
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, LIB

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

26 27

28
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

29
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

30
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

31
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

April 1
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Maundy Thursday 
Worship Service, SANC

2
4:00p Good Friday Labyrinth 
Walk, LAKE OSWEGO UCC

3

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot SANC=Sanctuary WORK=Workroom

Sunday, March 28
10:30 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship and Parade of Palms, Sanctuary

Thursday, April 1
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship Service, Sanctuary

Friday, April 2
4:00-7:00 p.m.  Good Friday Labyrinth Walk, 

Lake Oswego UCC, 1111 SW Country Club Road, Lake Oswego 97034

Sunday, April 4
 8:00 a.m. Easter Just-After-Sunrise Service, Lower Parking Lot

 9:00 a.m. Pancake Breakfast, Fellowship Hall

10:00 a.m. Egg Hunt, Play Yard

10:30 a.m. Festive Easter Worship Service, Sanctuary

Mark Your Calendar Now for Holy Week and Easter Events


