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Worship at HCC 
February 2013

March 3 • 10:30 a.m.
Commissioning of New Stephen 
Ministers
Service of Holy Communion

March 10 • 10:30 a.m.
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Family Ties

March 17 • 10:30 a.m.
Isaiah 43:16-21
John 12:1-8
Poured Out

March 24 • 10:30 a.m.
Palm Sunday with Procession of
Palms for children

March 28 • 7:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday
Musical Service of Tenebrae

March 29 • 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Good Friday (in Fellowship Hall)
4:00 p.m. Prayer Service
4:00-7:00 p.m. Labyrinth Walk 
and Quiet Meditation

March 31
Easter
8:00 a.m. Outdoor Service on the 
Front Patio
10:30 a.m. Festive Worship 
Service in the Sanctuary
(see Holy Week Leads to Easter 
Celebration, right, for other Easter 
Morning activities)

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings

It’s Not Too Late to Jump into the Soup!
Lenten Soup Suppers are ongoing. Join 

Pastor Jennifer and Gary Roberts for 
Discipleship 201 each Wednesday night 
through March 20.

Supper is at 6:15, followed by lively 
conversation and an experiential time of 
learning, praying, listening, and taking the 
next steps on our faith walk. 

Holy Week 
Leads to Easter 
Celebration
Holy Week is a time to 

remember and recall 
Christ’s suffering, death, and 
resurrection, as we recall the 
suffering of all innocents who 
suffer in injustice and the 
promise of hope and new life 
that God offers to all.

The week begins with Palm Sunday 
worship at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, March 24. 
There is a parade of palms (or ferns, in 
our case, since we are always striving to be 
green and local). In addition, the children 
are invited to bring their offering for 
Neighborhood House. The sermon time 
will include a meditation on images of Holy 
Week.

Maundy Thursday’s Tenebrae service 
on Thursday, March 28, is a stunning and 
moving service of music, narration, and 
gradual darkening of the Sanctuary. The 
service begins at 7:00 p.m.

We will 
continue our 
tradition of having 
the labyrinth walk 
in Fellowship Hall 
on Good Friday 
evening from 4:00 

to 7:00 p.m. The labyrinth, based on an 
ancient design in Chartres, France, is a way 
to focus the mind and body on God as you 
walk a continuous route. The labyrinth walk 
begins in the Fellowship Hall at 4:00 with a 
service of prayer including washing of feet.

On Saturday, we will prepare the 
Sanctuary for Easter by stripping away 
the Lenten banners and creating a festive 
atmosphere. The time is to be determined 
based on interest.

Easter morning, March 31, begins 
with an outdoor service at 8:00 a.m. This 
is rain or shine, so dress for the weather! 
Easter breakfast will be served from 8:30 
to 9:30. At 10:00, an egg hunt takes place 
for the kids, followed by a full festive 
Easter worship service with choir and 
organ at 10:30 a.m. Pastor Jennifer will 
share an inspiring message, and the service 
concludes with Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus.
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Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell 

As the days lengthen 
and winter gives way 

to spring, I find my heart 
turning more and more 
toward gratitude. Among 
many other gifts, I find myself 
particularly grateful for your 
generosity in granting me a 
sabbatical, coming up from 
May 19 through September 8 
of this year.

A sabbatical for a pastor 
is a time of renewal and 
refreshment for herself and 
her family. Like the “Sabbath” 
it is related to linguistically, 
a sabbatical is not a time for 
undisciplined idleness or 
a vacation. Being a church 
pastor comes with a great 
deal of variety (that is what 
I like about it!). However, 
that variety means that it is 
difficult to focus deeply on 
any one thing for very long. 
Sabbatical affords time for 
more intentionality in prayer, 
in writing, and in being 
present to my family.

You may wonder what I 
will actually be doing during 
the time away. In May and 
June, I will be at home in 
Beaverton. After 10 days 
of vacation, I am looking 
forward to spending some 
time every day working at 
my home office on a book 
on disability and culture, 
through the lens of my 
family’s experience. This book 
has been sporadically in the 
works for a while, and I am 
most excited for a chance to 
dive into it more deeply. I will 
also use this time to exercise, 
pray, and spend time with 
Elijah and Jeff. 

My book research will 
then take me to Hawaii in 
late June, where I will visit 

the former “leper” colony of 
Kalaupapa, and challenge 
my limits physically as well 
as mentally by taking surfing 
lessons. Jeff and Elijah will 
join me in Maui in July, and I 
will continue working on my 
book for a few hours each day, 
away from the stresses and 
demands of householding. We 
will also have opportunity to 
explore the island’s beaches, 
volcanoes, and culture. We 
will return in mid-August and 
I will use the next few weeks 
to prepare for the fall worship 
and Christian education 
experiences.

Our family will end our 
sabbatical close to home, at 
Camp Adams in Molalla, 
Oregon, where we will 
spend Labor Day weekend. 
We invite you to join us for 
a weekend of relaxation, 
fellowship, and catching up 
on the summer’s activities. 
Watch for information in 
Tidings and weekly bulletins 
about how to sign up for 
Labor Day weekend at Camp 
Adams. I hope to see and 
reconnect with many of you 
there!

This summer is not just for 
me and my family, though. 
It is also a time for the 
congregation as a whole to 
experience a sabbatical. The 
Consistory will be working 
on ways to invite the whole 
congregation to a time of rest, 
renewal, and inspiration. 

When I originally 
imagined a sabbatical, I 
thought that because of the 
constraints of Jeff ’s disability 
and the many complexities 
of our lives here, it would not 
be possible for me to travel 
far from home. Inspired by 

the Pastor Relations Team, 
I applied for a grant from 
the Lilly Foundation. With 
the assistance and advice of 
many of you, I was honored 
to receive this grant, which 
is paying for the time in 
Hawaii for Jeff, Elijah, and 
me. You may read more about 
the grant in a folder in the 
Narthex. 

The Lilly Foundation grant 
also pays for a three-quarters 
time sabbatical interim pastor, 
so during the sabbatical, you 
will be in the excellent hands 
of Rev. Patricia Ross. Pat is 
the retired pastor from First 
Congregational Church in 
downtown Portland, and 
I know her to be a person 
of exceptional kindness, 
patience, good humor, and 
depth of spirit. I am confident 
that you will show her the 
same love and care that you 
have shown so abundantly 
to me. During my time away, 
Pat will perform with love all 
the duties of pastor including 
worship, pastoral care, leading 
Bible study, officiating at 
funerals, and even writing a 
monthly letter in Tidings!

According to both my call 
agreement with you, and our 
denominational tradition, a 
sabbatical is granted every five 
years or so. As of September 
2013, I will have completed 
six years as your pastor, so the 
time is ripe. Speaking of the 
call agreement, a few people 
have asked if I will use this 
time to seek another job and 
the answer is, emphatically, 
“No!” For one thing, the call 
agreement prohibits it. More 
importantly, I feel as called 
now to ministry with you, 
dear ones of Hillsdale, as I 

ever have, and I pray that 
God will continue to call us 
to ministry together for many 
years to come. I am already 
making some plans for the 
fall—for a new confirmation 
class and an additional Bible 
study group—and I look 
forward to returning in early 
September with a renewed 
sense of purpose and energy.

You will hear more about 
the sabbatical planning in 
the months to come. In the 
meantime, feel free to direct 
any questions or concerns 
you may have to me or to the 
Consistory. 

With ongoing gratitude,

Easter Garden 
to Adorn Cross
An Easter Celebration 

Garden will embellish 
the cross in the Sanctuary 
on Easter morning. You are 
invited to donate an azalea 
or hydrangea plant or other 
colorful spring flowers in 
honor or memory of a loved 
one. In consideration of those 
with allergies, please, no lilies 
or scented plants! Please sign 
the list in the Narthex and 
bring your plant or flowers 
by 10:15 on Easter morning. 
Acknowledgments will be 
listed in the worship bulletin.
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Backyard Birdhouses Benefit Back to Eden by Patti Brandon

On Sunday, February 
10, 15 children and 15 

parents/adult friends built 
birdhouses in support of the 
Back to Eden Project. It was 
a very exciting time—lots 
of hammering (we know a 
few of you upstairs heard the 
sounds of happy pounding)! 
We looked at photos of local 
birds that we might see in our 
trees (and birdhouses, once 
finished and attached to trees) 
around the property. There 
are more than 200 species 
of birds that pass through 

the Metro Area each year. 
There were lots of  “pre-sunk” 
holes to make the project 
easier for each child to nail 
their birdhouses together. It 
was great! The children put 
their names on their houses, 
colored them, and planned for 
the upcoming trek outside to 
decide which tree they want 
their birdhouses attached to.

We discussed why and 
how any people in the church 
who want to join our Back to 
Eden group (adapted from 
the Backyard Habitat local 

program) can participate and 
are very welcome—even the 
children! At our recent work 
party, two of the young girls 
found it a lot of fun to find the 
worms in the compost. They 
loved it! So did we!

During our Sunday School 
lesson/project we talked what 
is happening to our trees, 
land, and water in our area. 
We are focusing on habitat 
loss, invasive plant and animal 
species, toxic contaminants 
in our environment, and a 
variety of manmade hazards, 

because even in Portland we 
need help to “clean up our 
act.” Back to Eden at HCC, 
going through the Backyard 
Habitat Certification 
Program, helps us identify 
and reduce wildlife hazards 
in our church yard and 
surrounding neighborhoods 
returning our land to cleaner/
healthier native plants, 
animals, soil, and water.

Watch for announcements 
for upcoming Back to Eden 
projects. They promise to be 
great!
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Drink Water for Life! by nayan fleenor

Hillsdale Community 
Church, along with 

several other churches, has 
participated in the Drink 
Water for Life campaign 
for the last few years. All of 
us working together have 
helped at least 10 villages in 
the Central Plateau region 
of Haiti to now have safe 
drinking water. 

Can you imagine not 
being able to turn a faucet on 
in your home to get a drink 
of water? Well, many of the 
villagers in Haiti still have to 
walk a long way to get water 
that, even when they get 

there, is not safe 
to drink. Illness 
is frequently 
the result, and 

sometimes death.
The first village 

the Drink Water for Life 
campaign helped, Zabriko, 
now has a spring on the hill 
above it that is capped to keep 
it clean, and a pipe that brings 
the water to two faucets 
near the village. That is a big 
improvement. Some villages 
are getting wells. There are 
currently 16 villages on the 
waiting list in the Zabriko 
zone.

We hope to raise at least 
$15,000 to continue the work. 
The money buys the supplies, 
the Haitians provide the labor.

So, think about not buying 
a drink when you are away 
from home during Lent. 
Just drink our clean tap 
water instead, and thank 
God for what we have. Then 
contribute what you save to 
Drink Water for Life.

You can put a labeled 
envelope or a check in the 
offering plate with Drink 
Water for Life on the memo 
line anytime between now 
and the end of April.

Luncheon Welcomes Newcomers to HCCUCC
If you have been coming 

to the church for a few 
weeks or a few months and 
are interested in meeting 
others new to the church, 
you are cordially invited to 
a luncheon and informal 
informational session on 

Sunday, March 17, after 
church in the Library. This is 
a chance to get to know others 
new to the church and find 
out a little bit about Hillsdale 
and the UCC.

Following this time 
together, some may choose to 

join the church as a member. 
New members will be 
received on Easter morning, 
March 31. If you would like 
to be a member of the church 
and cannot make the session 
on March 17, please see 
Pastor Jennifer.

Tree of Life Conference Coming March 3
The Tree of Life is a sacred 

symbol for many cultures 
and faiths across our world. 
It reminds us that all of 
creation is deeply interrelated 
and interconnected. 
World peace and 
harmony depend 
on our realization 
of this truth. This 
is especially critical 
in the Holy Land 
where the children of 
Abraham—Muslims, 
Jews, and Christians—share 
that sacred place.

The 2013 Tree of Life 
Conference on Palestine 

and Israel, “Wrestling with 
Reconciliation,” will be 
amplifying and celebrating 
the under-reported voices of 
conscience in the Palestinian-

Israeli conflict and exploring 
how we, in this country, 
should respond to work 
toward reconciliation. We will 

listen to Jewish, Muslim, and 
Christian peacemakers share 
their insights and personal 
stories, and share a meal of 
fellowship and networking 
together in the sacred task of 
peacemaking.

The conference takes place 
March 3 at Kairos-Milwaukie 
United Church of Christ, 
4790 SE Logus Rd, Milwaukie.

Learn more at www.
kairosucc.org/html/tree-of-
events.html where you’ll find 
conference information and 
registration materials. The 
cost is $10. No one will be 
turned away for lack of funds.

Bylaws 
Revision 
Process 
Revealed
A group working on 

updating the bylaws 
will be meeting in March 
and April to create a draft. 
Proposed changes to the 
bylaws will be available for 
congregational review and 
feedback in early May.  

We are recommending the 
following timeline:

• Committee creates 
proposed bylaw revisions—
March and April.

• Revisions presented to 
Consistory—April 21.

• Congregational meeting 
to introduce proposed 
changes—May 5.

• Comment and review 
period—May 6-June 9.

• Congregational meeting 
to vote on revisions—June 16.

Throughout this process, 
please feel free to contact 
Erica Johnson, Jon von 
Behren, or Lynn Walser-
Clark with any comments or 
feedback. We welcome your 
ideas and suggestions.

Master 
Calendar 
Tracks Events
Please remember that all 

groups using our church 
facility must contact the 
church office to schedule their 
meetings, rehearsals, and 
events. 

When your event adjourns, 
remember to close and lock 
all doors and windows!
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Youth Corner
Opportunities for Service for Children and Youth
The youth are taking a hiatus from serving at Clay Street Table. If you are looking for 
a service opportunity, youth of all ages (preschool through high school) are invited to 
Neighborhood House (7780 SW Capitol Hwy) from 6-8 p.m. on Tuesday, March 5, to help 
pack and organize food for the food box program. Meet right at Neighborhood House. If 
the front door is locked, enter by the back door. You can attend for all or part of this time. 
This is a great hands-on and direct way to help the hungry in our neighborhood! Need more 
information? Contact Theresa Wechsler at 503-706-8199 or twechsler@hotmail.com.

Hope for Change
Through March 20, the children of Hillsdale Community Church UCC will be collecting 
change for SW HOPE. The children have decorated a “spare change” jar and are encouraged 
to collect five cents per meal or snack each day. They can add their offerings to the jar on 
Sundays. Adults are encouraged to participate as well! The most effective way to help our 
hungry neighbors in need is to make a monetary contribution to SW Hope. Because of SW 
Hope’s partnership with the Oregon Food Bank, they are able to purchase food at deeply 
discounted prices, so that every $1 donated equals at least 5 pounds of food. Please see any 
member of the Share Christ’s Word team for more details.

Confirmation
Confirmation is on the horizon! Hillsdale Community Church UCC will be partnering with 
Lake Oswego UCC to offer confirmation to middle- and early-high-schoolers during the 
2013-2014 school year. This is an opportunity for youth to learn the foundations of Christian 
life, enjoy friendships with others from the church, and have an exciting opportunity for a 
mission project out of town, tentatively planned for Spring Break 2014. Youth are invited 
to bring a friend to class if they would like. A parents’ planning meeting will be Monday, 
March 4, at 7:00 p.m. here at HCC in the Library. If you cannot make the meeting and are 
interested in confirmation, speak to Pastor Jennifer.

At Camp Adams March 2 and 3
The CPC annual winter junior high/senior high gatherings and the Mid-Winter Retreat and 
Spring Fling will happen the weekend of March 2 and 3 at Camp Adams. All conference 
youth are invited to join us. This is the perfect opportunity for those who have attended 
summer camp to reconnect with camp friends, and for those who are new to Camp 
Adams to learn more about what goes on at camp and in our CPC outdoor ministries 
programs. The event will be directed by the Educational Ministry Team, and members of 
our dedicated volunteer summer directing staff and will be introducing the focus of our 
summer curriculum and program—All Things New. For more information and registration 
materials please contact Natalie and Bob Becker, Co-Directors of Outdoor Ministries, at 
campadams.om@gmail.com.

Green Up for 
Planet Earth!

Mission 4/1 Earth: 50 
Great Days is about 

boldly living Jesus’ let-your-
light-shine proclamation in 
the Sermon on the Mount: 
“That they may see your good 
works!” It is an opportunity 
to live out our faith—in 
unity, as one church—for 
the sake of our fragile planet 
Earth.

Natalie and Bob Becker, 
Directors of Outdoor 
Ministries for the Central 
Pacific Conference, invite you 
to join Mission 4/1 Earth: 
50 Great Days—a vital UCC 
Eastertide initiative that will 
begin on Easter Monday, 
April 1, and stretch through 
Pentecost Sunday, May 19. 
For these 50 days, we as a 
denomination are being 
challenged to engage in one 
million hours of earth care, to 
plant 100,000 trees around the 
world, and to write 100,000 
letters of environmental 
advocacy.

Our shared environmental 
treasure, Camp Adams, is a 
perfect space and place to 
educate ourselves about and 
dedicate ourselves to our 
Mission 4/1 Earth.

Natalie and Bob invite 
you to contact them at 
campadams.om@gmail.com 
to learn more about how 
you and your church 
community can get involved 
at camp, at home, and in 
your local communities! 
General information about 
the national initiative can 
be obtained by visiting 
ucc.org/earth.

Afternoon Tea Tradition Makes Return
Marteena Sanders and 

Ruth Rusnak will be 
reviving the tradition of 
Afternoon Tea in the HCC 
Fellowship Hall on the 
Saturday before Mother’s Day, 
March 11. This is a special 
occasion for women and girls 
to share fellowship, tea, and 

tasty morsels. In addition to 
tea, we will provide sweets, 
savories, and fruit for your 
enjoyment. (We have the 
recipe for scones from the 
Pomeroy House!) Hats 
are encouraged, but not 
mandatory. We will have 
some hats available for you to 

wear if you don’t have one of 
your own. Bring you mother, 
your daughter, your sister, 
your partner, a friend, or just 
yourself.

Fifty tickets will be 
available at $10.00 per person. 
Watch for more information 
coming soon!
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Update from Stephens Creek Crossing

February 20, 2013

Dear Jennifer,

Thank you again for the opportunity to meet last week on progress at Stephens Creek Crossing and being part of the 
community partner’s retreat we held last December. The strong partnership and community support, which you and your 
congregation have provided throughout this process, is deeply appreciated by the Home Forward leadership, and by me 
personally. 

As you can see from your parking lot, amazing progress is being made at the Stephens Creek Crossing site. While the buildings 
will continue to rise from the ground at a fast pace, the timing for people-based activities usually proceeds at a slower, more 
deliberate tempo, allowing for ample time for conversation and engaging folks in planning. This will surely be true for Stephens 
Creek Crossing families and neighbors as together we chart the long-term progress of plans for collaboration, such as community 
spaces, neighborhood events, and activities for youth. We hope you will continue to be a part of these future and ongoing 
discussions. 

As I mentioned when we met, there are a couple of things that we know have changed. For example, the need for regular use 
of your Fellowship Hall will be lessened by the availability of a community center that we are building on site. And while we 
continue to look forward to engaging Stephens Creek Crossing residents in community gardening, we first must know there 
is adequate resident interest in the garden we are building on site before we look to expanding to your site. We still believe an 
expanded garden space on your property will be a welcome addition; it’s simply a matter of timing. We will know much more after 
the site is fully occupied. The first residents will start moving in January 2014, and all 122 apartments should be occupied by June. 

Over the last several years we have discussed a number of things that you would like to see implemented at your property: an 
expanded community garden, contemplative meditation space, and additional landscaping of native plants. By the end of the 
construction in March 2014, we anticipate being able to allocate a modest amount of funds for your congregation to help seed 
some of these ideas. 

A lot of future plans will be resolved with time, continued conversation, and patience, as we together build, in your words, 
“a bridge between neighbors…a bridge from poverty to opportunity…and a bridge from despair to hope.” As with any bridge, 
it is our hope that it will promote a “two-way traffic” of activities and ideas between Stephens Creek Crossing and the greater 
community, encouraging a deepening understanding of our common humanity and unique offerings of individuals from all 
age groups and cultures. You and your congregation are in a unique position to assist us in helping make this two-way bridge 
operational and accessible to all. 

Thank you again, Jennifer, for your leadership in helping make Stephens Creek Crossing more than just a housing 
development. We very much look forward to a continuing and deepening relationship with you and the people of your 
congregation.

Best regards,

John Keating
Program Director for Strategic Partnerships 
Home Forward
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March 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 

1 2

3
9:00a Adult Study Group LIB

10:30a Communion 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

4 5
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

6
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

1:30p Tai Chi FH

6:15p Lenten Soup Supper FH

7
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

8 9

10
2:00a Daylight Saving 

Time Begins—Set 
Clocks Forward 1 Hour

9:00a Adult Study Group LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

11
 Transition Projects 

Meal BUD

12
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

13
1:00p Memoir Writing 

Group, MDH

1:30p Tai Chi FH

6:15p Lenten Soup Supper FH

14
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

15 16
9:00a Work Day

17
9:00a Adult Study Group LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

11:30a Celebration Sunday FH

11:30a Newcomer Lunch LIB

18 19
 Tidings Deadline
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

7:00p Foundation WORK

7:00p Consistory LIB

20
1:30p Tai Chi FH

6:15p Lenten Soup Supper FH

21
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

5:30p Ministry Night FH

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

22 23

24
 Palm Sunday
9:00a Adult Study Group LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

25 26
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

27
1:30p Tai Chi FH

28
 Maundy Thursday
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Maundy Thursday 
Worship Service SANC

29
 Good Friday
4:00p Prayer Service FH

4-7p Labyrinth Walk FH

30

31
 Easter
8:00a Outdoor Service PATIO

8:30a Easter Breakfast FH

10:00a Easter Egg Hunt SS

10:30a Festival Worship 
Service SANC

April 1 2
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study LIB

4:30p Prayer Group PO 

3
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

1:30p Tai Chi FH

4
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

5 6

BUD=Bud Clark Commons, 655 NW Hoyt St CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th)

LIB=Library LOT=Upper Parking Lot MDH=Maria Dunlop’s Home, 12146 SW 29th Ave MULT=Multnomah Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy

PATIO=Front Patio PO=Pastor’s Office SANC=Sanctuary SS=Sunday School Rooms WORK=Office Workroom
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld, Gracie McManus, Chris Sessions

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.

Back to Eden Team Sponsored Planting Day January 26


