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tidings
Worship at HCCUCC 
March 2015
Sunday worship services begin at 10:30.

March 1
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Mark 8:31-38

March 8
Hymn sing with Tim Ditch

March 15
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
Ephesians 2:1-10
Numbers 21:4-9

March 22
Jeremiah 31:31-34
John 12:20-33

March 29
Palm/Passion Sunday
A musical journey through 
Holy Week, with children’s palm 
procession and holy communion

Looking ahead to Holy Week
Good Friday • April 3
4:00-7:00 p.m. Good Friday 
Labyrinth Walk and Worship

Easter • Sunday, April 5
8:30 a.m. Outdoor Service
10:30 a.m. Festive Worship Service 
(see Holy Week Leads to Easter 
Celebration, right, for other Easter 
Morning activities)

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. 
An electronic version is available 
at www.hillsdaleucc.org. Send a 
request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to our email list. Tidings 
is edited and designed by Tim Ditch.

Holy Week 
Leads to Easter 
Celebration
Holy Week is a time to remember 

and recall Christ’s suffering, 
death, and resurrection, as we recall 
the innocents who suffer in injustice, 
and the promise of hope and new life 
that God offers to all.

The week begins with Palm/Passion 
Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
March 29. The tone of the service moves 
from celebration to solemnity as we 
begin with a festive procession and 
celebratory hosannas. Together we will 
share communion as we remember the last 
supper. As the hour of worship progresses, 
we will be led by the choir through the last 
days and hours of Christ’s earthly life.

We will continue our tradition of having 
the labyrinth walk on Good Friday evening 
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. The labyrinth, based 
on an ancient 
design in 
Chartres, 
France, is a 
way to focus 
the mind and 
body on God 
as you walk 
a continuous 
route. The labyrinth walk concludes at 7:00 
with a short worship service.

Easter morning, April 5, begins with 
an outdoor service at 8:30 a.m. This is 
rain or shine, so dress for the weather! 
Breakfast will be served from 9:00 until 
10:00 in Fellowship Hall. At 10:00, an egg 
hunt takes place for the kids, followed by 

a festive Easter worship service with choir 
and organ at 10:30 a.m. Pastor Jennifer 
will share an inspiring message, and the 
service concludes with members of the 
congregation joining the choir for Handel’s 
Hallelujah Chorus.

Lenten Giving 
Supports OGHS
Instead of giving up something for Lent, 

consider giving something. 
Through One Great Hour of Sharing, 

our gifts go around the world. Through 
Neighborhood House’s SW Hope, our gifts 
go to our neighbors. How will you give 
during Lent?

One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of 
Our Church’s Wider Mission, is the special 
mission offering of the United Church of 
Christ that carries God’s message of love 
and hope to people in 138 countries. The 
UCC works with international partners 
to provide sources of clean water and 
food, education and health care, small 
business micro-credit, emergency relief, 
and advocacy and resettlement for refugees 
and displaced persons. OGHS also supports 
domestic and international ministries for 
disaster preparedness and response.
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Through One Great Hour of Sharing, lives are changed daily. 

Your support provides clean water, food, medicines, shelter, 
healthcare, education, and so much more. In 2013, the OGHS 
offering reached $2,478,536. An additional $720,000 was 
received to support specific disaster relief initiatives.

We will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing offering on 
March 15. You can find OGHS on the web: www.ucc.org/oghs, 
and on Facebook and Twitter.

Soup Suppers Focus on 
Sharing Gifts
What are our gifts as individuals and as a community, 

and how has God called us to share those gifts with our 
community and the world? That is the question we will tackle 
during our Lenten soup suppers this year. Our Lenten soup 
suppers are an enjoyable tradition. We gather for a light supper 
at 6:30 and, following vespers, participate in a time of study, 
reflection, and sharing. Come by the church for all or just a few 
of the evenings in March.

Our study book will be Unbinding Your Heart. Even if you 
cannot attend, you are encouraged to read along in the study 
book. Copies of Unbinding Your Heart are available from the 
office for $15.

Causes of Climate Change in 
National Headlines by Pam shelton

As I wait to hear that the President has vetoed the XL 
Pipeline, which has passed both the house and senate, I 

watch the news of the huge train derailment in West Virginia. 
The train with 107 tankers, carrying 3 million gallons of crude 
oil, jumped the tracks three days ago. It shot fireballs into the 
sky and has leaked unknown amounts of oil into the Kiawah 
River tributary. This is the kind of pollution that is causing 
the climate change. The XL Pipeline would leave a wake of 
destruction in its path, that being the clear-cut of hundreds if 
not thousands of trees, destroying homes, valuable land, and 
many small towns. Once the destruction is completed and the 
pipeline is in use, it would travel northward on trains passing 
right through nature’s beautiful Columbia Gorge, and yes, with 
the same danger that West Virginia is experiencing. We have 
held many rallies’, written congress, written the President, all in 
hopes that the XL Pipeline will be vetoed. 

One thing I would request we do is to attend the next 
H.O.P.E. (Healing Our Precious Earth) interfaith meeting. 
Their first meeting had 44 attendees; I would love to see us 
double that. The meeting will be held at St. Luke Church 
on Wednesday, March 18, with a potluck from 5:30 to 6:00, 
meeting 6:00 to 7:30.

From the Pastor by Jennifer Brownell

On a Saturday in February, my family 
and I went to Pittock Mansion to take 

in the view with our niece who was visiting 
from out of town. Although we’ve lived in 
Portland for nearly a decade, Jeff, Eli, and 
I have never visited the historic house. We 
were surprised on that sunny winter day to 
find the parking lot and rooms crowded with visitors. When I 
asked the woman at the front counter if this large a group was 
typical in the winter, she replied, “Oh no, everyone’s just here 
for Valentine’s Day.” Then we noticed that there were quite a few 
couples scattered around the grounds—lying on blankets in 
the unseasonable sun, looking for spring flowers poking their 
heads out of the ground, and even sitting on a bench with full 
wine glasses. Having never been there, at first I thought the 
party atmosphere was typical. But evidently, Valentine’s Day is 
one of Pittock Mansion’s Big Days every year. 

“We should come back here again in a month, and see how 
the plants have changed,” suggested my godson as we paused by 
one of the gardens, still mostly brown earth. I nodded, agreeing 
this was a good idea, but thinking it was probably unlikely. But 
then, I thought of how much more I would appreciate the sweet 
little magnolia tree, showing its pink spring buds, if I had seen 
it six weeks before, bare in the winter cold. And how much 
more I would appreciate it six weeks from now—all flowered 
and leafed out.

We are heading into the season of Big Days in the church. 
In just a month, we will celebrate Holy Week and Easter. Part 
of why we are moved by the pageantry and excitement of 
these days is because we have walked through the bare and 
sometimes chilly days of Lent. As we walk them together, I pray 
we savor each one as it is, knowing that each one has a unique 
beauty all its own. 

For help staying with the day-to-day beauty that is Lent, 
I’m grateful to Cheryl Carbone for the booklet of daily 
prayers, practices, and meditations she created just for our 
congregation. If you have not already picked one up, it is not 
too late to do so. Do yourself the favor of seeing the beauty of 
even the barren days, and you may find that the Big Days have 
even more power.

See you in church!

Interfaith Ministry Group to 
Sponsor Climate Advocacy Day
In celebration of Interfaith Climate Advocacy Day, March 3, 

events at First United Methodist Church in Salem will offer 
participants the chance to learn more about global change 
and opportunities to advocate positive environmental actions 
and policies. Offered by Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, 
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the first session kicks off with a presentation on Faith Values 
and Advocacy for the Planet by Rev. Marilyn Sewall, followed 
by a talk on effective citizen advocacy and briefings on key 
legislation. The second session includes a summary of the 
activities of the Central Pacific Conference, action steps for the 
Climate Action Network, and conversations on the climate. 

Space is limited; visit https://ssl.charityweb.net/emoregon/
event/2015ClimateAdvocacy.htm to learn more.

Capital Campaign Continues to 
Exceed Expectations by Bob Brandon

Greetings from the Follow-up Chair for the Capital 
Campaign. As you are probably aware, we surpassed our 

fundraising goal and now have 
$455,000.00 in total commitments. 
I’m excited to report that as of 
February 1, we have already 
received $160,460.83! Wow! Thank 
you, thank you, thank you.

This figure includes the $40,000 
from the Hillsdale Foundation and 
$63,115 from one-time payment 
contributors. The rest is comprised of checks and cash given 
as part of a scheduled periodic payment plan. I’m told a dozen 
or so have arranged for EFT (Electronic Funds Transfers) on 
a monthly basis. It’s easy to set up, so ask Tim Ditch about it if 
you are interested. 

Thank you so much for your generous support for the 
campaign.

Women’s Tea Is Coming in May
Marteena Sander and Ruth Rusnak will host the Third 

Annual Women’s Tea on Saturday, May 9, from 1:00 
to 3:00 p.m. Find your spring hats and save the date for this 
elegant affair! 

Visionary Thinkers 
Share Ideas by Martha Barstow

A lively group gathered after church on February 8 to share 
a meal and ponder the question, “If we were to start a new 

church, what would we want to be sure we included in areas of 
worship, service, growing, learning, etc.?” We did not focus on 
the cost, the people, or the timing. 

Ideas poured forth from these visionary thinkers, and five 
large sheets of paper were filled with various ways we could 
“do church”! I’ll be sharing all the ideas we identified, and 
encouraging us to continue the dialogue on how to make our 
visions a reality.

This brings me back to the topic I wrote about last month—

the discovery of your spiritual gifts. Again, I invite you to 
ask yourself “How might I use my abilities and talents in the 
ministries of our church? What new ministries am I being 
called to start? What makes my heart sing?”

As we journey through this Lenten season, pay attention 
to the stirring of your heart and the thoughts that enter your 
mind. They may be your calling. Imagine!

Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could 
ask or imagine by his power at work within us. (Ephesians 3:20)

Just Peace Movement 
Celebrates Anniversary
Last fall, we had a visit from Rev. Mike Neuroth, who works 

in the DC offices of the United Church of Christ. Below, 
Mike shares a vision of what it means for a congregation to 
be Just Peace. May this be just the beginning of a much longer 
conversation on what it means to be Just Peace.

In 1985, the UCC declared itself a “Just Peace” church, moving 
away from historic ethical concepts of crusade, pacifism, and 
just war. The paradigm of Just Peace was a holistic vision 
consistent with the UCC’s legacy of prophetic justice work, 
pointing to the root causes of violence stemming from social, 
economic, environmental, and racial injustice. Emphasizing 
the inseparability of justice and peace, the UCC defined Just 
Peace as the “interrelation of friendship, justice, and common 
security from violence” and “the vision of shalom, linking peace, 
and justice.” Over the past three decades, many UCC churches 
have engaged in just peace initiatives in their local communities 
and with international partners. Rev. Chip Jahn, for example, 
credits much of his Indiana congregation’s efforts to end conflict 
in Sri Lanka to the inspiration of the UCC’s witness as a Just 
Peace church and the 10 practices developed by theologians and 
scholars, including the UCC’s Dr. Susan Thistlethwaite, which 
put just peace theory into action. Over the past several years, the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) and several other Christian 
traditions have adopted the concept of just peace or begun to 
incorporate its principles into their approaches to peacemaking. 
For the UCC, the Just Peace pronouncement remains a powerful 
witness to a weary world that peace is in fact possible. It offered 
the audacious claim that “war can and must be eliminated.” To 
some, this hope may seem foolish, but to us it remains a distant 
goal, a North Star, that draws us beyond what we can see. The 
2015 UCC General Synod in Cleveland will mark the thirtieth 
anniversary of the Just Peace pronouncement. It will be a time to 
celebrate this legacy and the efforts it has inspired. It will also be 
a time to recommit ourselves to the vision and practices of just 
peacemaking which are needed now more than ever. At a time 
when our world seems so far from the holistic vision of shalom, 
God’s peace as depicted in the Bible, we are called to remain 
Advent people. We remain Advent people yearning for a world 
in which peace, a Just Peace, might swathe all our communities 
from Ferguson to Palestine. For that, we must continue to 
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March 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities DN

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

11:30a Talent/No Talent 
Show FH

2 3
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

4
10:00a Loaves and Fishes MC

6:30p Lenten Soup Supper FH 

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R3

5
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

6 7
9:00a Grounds Clean-up
10:00a Community Garden 

Work Party

8
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities DN

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

9
 Transition Projects/

Hoyt St Meal BC

6:30p Post-Sabbath Bible 
Study (PSBS) MH

10
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

7:00p Consistory Meeting MH

11
6:30p Lenten Soup Supper FH 

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R3

12
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

7:00p Interspiritual Prayer 
Group CH

13 14

15
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities DN

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

11:45a Marcus-Boyer Baby 
Shower R3, CH

12:00p River West Village, FH

16 17
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

2:00p Community Garden 
Work Day

18
6:30p Lenten Soup Supper FH 

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting, R3

19
9:00a Walking Group UL

12:00p Tidings Deadline
7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

20 21

22
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities DN

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

11:45a Foundation Policy 
Informational 
Meeting MH

23
6:30p Post-Sabbath Bible 

Study (PSBS) MH

24
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

25
6:30p Lenten Soup Supper FH 

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting, R3

26
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

27 28
9:00a Consistory and 

Foundation Retreat

29
 Palm/Passion Sunday
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities DN

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School R1

30 April 1
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MH

2
10:00a Loaves and Fishes MC

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R3

3
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

4
 Good Friday
4-7p Labyrinth Walk FH

7:00p Worship Service

5

BC=Bud Clark Commons (655 NW Hoyt St) CH=Chapel, Room 4, Education Wing CR=Choir Room DN=Downstairs FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch (SW Barbur at 19th) 

MH=Mt Hood Room MR=Maple Room MC=Multnomah Center (7688 SW Capitol Hwy)  R1=Room 1, Education Wing R3=Room 3, Education Wing SA=Sanctuary UL=Upper Parking Lot

Women’s Retreat

Women’s Retreat
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journey through the darkness, seeking to find the Christ-child, the 
Prince of Peace, and the promised shalom desperately needed by 
ourselves and our weary world.

Food Drive Needs Our Support
Each year during Lent, Hillsdale UCC participates with other 

congregations in Neighborhood House’s SW Hope food 
drive. 

Each spring since 2007, faith organizations and community 
partners work together to meet the needs of hungry people in 
Southwest Portland. 

What is the need? Despite economic growth in recent 
years more than 17 percent of our fellow Multnomah County 
residents are living in poverty.

Neighborhood House operates the largest food pantry 
on Portland’s west side, currently providing food boxes to 
approximately 500 families (or 1,200-1,500 individuals) each 
month, up from 270 before the recession hit. Please give 
generously to the food drive. Your donations of both food and 
money are very appreciated.

Back to Eden Group Outlines 
Plans for Winter by Jim ruyle

This is the best time of year for many habitat restoration 
projects. The soil is easy to work, plants can get some 

roots established before the dry season, and pulling weeds is 
easy. Here’s a summary of what we should be doing as soon as 
possible:

East meadow (between the lower parking lot and the 
neighbors’ hedge) • A layer of cardboard and barkdust has 
been settling on this area for a year waiting for native grasses 
and other plantings that will make it a beautiful meadow. Six 
plants have already been started including crabapples and 
serviceberries that should produce blossoms and fall color to 
be seen from a distance. Mowing should only be required once 
or twice a year, after the grasses have sown their seeds, rather 
than the frequent mowing of the former grass. The area first 
needs spreading of the remaining pile of barkdust and removal 
of blackberry and other large weeds here and there. The 
Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District will help us 
select grass seeds and plugs and offer advice for planting. 

East Texas meadow (below lower driveway) • Notice the 
attractive red-colored branches of the redtwig dogwoods and 
watch later for their blossoms. Other meadow plants from last 
year might bloom this spring, too. Some weeding is needed 

here before adding new native grasses. (The Soil and Water 
folks can offer advice and seeds here, too). Also, watch the 
milkweed growing in the far east corner of the space, above the 
rocks. We planted those for butterflies and should add to them. 

Other Texas Street areas • The areas above and below the 
upper driveway on Texas Street can use some more native 
plants. These areas have become established since their 
origination four years ago. Remember the grass we used to 
mow?

Upper parking lot islands • These areas are important to 
attract friends and visitors to our habitat restoration program. 
They always need weeding which is easy because of the loose 
soil. After adding any new plants, a layer of barkdust might be 
wise to inhibit the weeds that seed there so easily. 

North (Spurley) lot • This area, north of the patio, is our 
main remaining area calling for removal of invasive species 
such as blackberry, laurel, and holly. This can be done any time, 
but it’s easiest in the winter when the soil is wet. The compost 
pile needs tending, too. 

Working on any of these projects, when done as a team as 
time permits, is fun, sociable, and educational. Moreover, it 
puts Hillsdale Community Church in a leadership position 
in our community and among other churches to advance the 
cause of saving plants and animals that, according to scientists, 
will otherwise go extinct. Come and help save creation. For 
information, contact Patti Brandon at plb0609@gmail.com. 

Bethel Church Offers Study and 
Prayer Opportunities
Bethel Congregational United Church of Christ is offering 

a prayer group on Thursday mornings during the season 
of Lent. Rev. Jean Doane will lead the group, which will pray 
for the joys and concerns of those present and the joys and 
concerns lifted up in worship and through Bethel’s prayer 
chain. Prayers will also encompass larger issues of peace and 
justice on the national and global fronts. The group meets 
March 5, 12, 19, and 26 from 10:00-11:00 a.m. in Bethel’s 
Chapel.

Rev. David Randall-Bodman will lead a book study on 
Tuesday evenings from 7:00 until 8:30—March 3, 10, 17, and 
24—using Kent Nerburn’s book, Small Graces: Quiet Gifts of 
Everyday Life.

Bethel is located at 5050 SW Watson Ave., Beaverton. Call 
the church office at 503-646-1191 to learn more about these 
opportunities.
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Office Assistant Kathy Schneller (kathy@hillsdaleucc.org) Child Care Providers Sam Hinerfeld, Julia Miller, Mary Sontag
Custodian Terry Cornell (terry@hillsdaleucc.org) Minister for Congregational Life Rev. Martha Barstow (martha@hillsdaleucc.org)

2015 Consistory Members: Carl Wamser, President (503-504-4296 · wamserc@pdx.edu); Rebecca Holt, Vice-
President, Share Christ’s Word, Personnel (503-866-0340 · rebeccah@lclark.edu); Bob  Brandon, Past President, 
Pastor Relations, Capital Campaign (503-313-0056 · Bob.Brandon@ltic.com); Drake Mitchell, Treasurer (240-672-1738 · 
drakem@pdx.edu); Nayan Fleenor, Make a Difference (503-645-6132 · nayan@mindspring.com); Ruthanne Rusnak, 
Fellowship (503-701-2462 · xiiicatsold@yahoo.com); Cathy Thomas, Worship (503-246-9509 · elefun@aol.com)

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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