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Worship at HCC 
May 2009

May 3
Communion Sunday
Acts 4:5-12
John 10:11-18
One flock

May 10
Mother’s Day
Acts 8:26-40
John 15:1-8
“Abide in me”

May 17
Acts 10:44-48
John 15:9-17
No greater love than this

May 24
Ascension Day
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

May 31
Special Communion Sunday
Pentecost
John 15:26-27
Acts 2:1-21

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Grays Harbor 100% 
recycled paper. A full-color electronic 
version is available via e-mail. Send 
a request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to the e-mail list. 
Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.

HCCUCC Helps Neighborhood House
This note is from Rick Nitti, director of 

Neighborhood House. Neighborhood 
House sponsors the food box program, 
which benefited from our March food drive.

YOU DID IT!!!
Although the campaign has officially 

ended, the last of the donations are 
still coming in. I did want to give you a 
preliminary total this week in time for the 
Passover and Easter holidays, however, but 
please bear in mind that we are still awaiting 
funds from a number of the Dine Out to 
Donate restaurants.

As of today, the drive has raised $23,402 
($19,902 received + $3,500 pledged) and 
collected 18,728 pounds of food! That means 
SW HOPE has brought in the equivalent 
of 135,738 pounds of food thus far! This 
is a nice increase over last year when the 
totals were: $21,695, plus 13,762 pounds of 
food. These are truly remarkable outcomes, 

especially in these challenging economic 
times.

Thank you! I can’t begin to tell you how 
grateful we are for all of the time, energy, 
love, and generosity you have brought to the 
drive this year. What an amazing community 
we live in where the care and concern for our 
neighbors is so great!”

Want to further support the work of 
Neighborhood House, while having a great 
time? Go to nhweb.org today to purchase 
a ticket for Neighborhood House’s annual 
dinner and auction, which is at Multnomah 
Athletic Club on Saturday, May 16, 2009. 
This year’s theme is A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood, and auction items include 
weekend getaways, wine, spa packages, 
and parties, as well as smaller fun items. 
Tickets to the auction are $100 and support 
Neighborhood House programs serving 
low-income children and families.

Thanks to All Who Made It Happen!
We had an energetic and 

moving week of prayer, 
worship, and fellowship during 
Holy Week and Easter. It was 
made possible by the hard work 
of these folks, plus many others: 

Robert Ewing (banner creation 
and installation), Jon von Behren 
and Paul Gonzales (cantors), 
Bonnie Griswold (Palm Sunday 
with the children), Pat Stenaros, 
Mike Van Loo, Jeff Brownell 
(worship leadership), Cathy 
Oswald (labyrinth cleanup).

see thank You, p. 3
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The UCC 
Statement 
of Faith is 
intended by 
the authors 
to be a 
“testimony, 
not a test 
of faith.” 
That is, it is a jumping-off 
place rather than an ending 
place.  Or put another way, it 
is (according to Roger Shinn, 
one of the authors) “a joyful 
act of worship, not a legal 
document.”

When new members join 
us, it’s always an opportunity 
for us to re-affirm our own 
membership in the wider 
United Church of Christ, as 
well as our local church. One 
way to do that is by paying 
attention to what the wider 
church says about what it 
means to be Christ’s disciples.  
As you read the statement, 
notice if there are any words 
or phrases that jump out 
at you, that particularly 
touch you, or that make you 
uncomfortable. In the coming 
months, we’ll look at separate 
sections of it more closely, 
but for now, take a look at the 
whole thing. And let me know 
what you think.

See you in church!
In the Light,

own Reformed). One of our 
long-time members joined us 
and noted that he had never 
seen the statement before. 
That made me think that 
maybe it’s time to dust this 
document off, and see if it has 
any meaning for us here in 
Portland in 2009.

In a recent new members’ 
class, we read aloud the 

UCC Statement of Faith, 
a document created in 
1957 when our church was 
formed by the merger of its 
predecessor denominations 
(Congregational, Christian, 
Evangelical, and Hillsdale’s 

Conversation with Pastor JenniferRed Cross 
Needs Your 
Blood by Margy Kleger

Our spring Red Cross 
Blood Drive is fast 

approaching. It has been 
in June other years, but is 
scheduled earlier this year. 
Please take note and mark 
your calendars to reserve 
Wednesday, May 20, for 
donating blood. The mobile 
unit will be in our lower 
parking lot fom 4:00 to 7:00 
p.m.

We have a goal of 21 units 
of blood. That is attainable, 
but we need 28 to 30 donors 
to make sure we reach the 
goal. The summer recreation 
season means more blood 
is needed due to accidents 
occurring.

The sign-up sheet for 
donor appointments will be 
in the Narthex. Please sign up 
at a time convenient for you. 
The appointments help the 
flow of donors to be smooth, 
though “walk-ins” will also be 
accepted. 

HCC Budget Report—March 31, 2009
Budget
March

Actual
March

Budget
Year-to-Date

Actual
Year-to-Date

Income $15,256.67 $18,991.00 $45,770.00 $46,469.34
Expenses $17,643.64 $18,738.80 $49,422.43 $47,154.10
Surplus (Deficit) $(2,386.97) $252.20 $(3,652.43) $(684.76)

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Family Camp 
RSVP
Want to go to family 

camp this year at Camp 
Adams on June 24-27 for 
the full camp, or June 26-27 
for the open house? This is 
a fun-filled couple of days 
for all ages at rustic Camp 
Adams near Molalla. If you 
are planning to attend family 
camp this year, or if you think 
you MIGHT attend, please let 
Pastor Jennifer know by May 
15. We will register through 
the office this year.  

United Church of Christ Statement of Faith in the Form of a Doxology 
We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus 

Christ and our God, and to your deeds we testify:
You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, 

and set before each one the ways of life and death.
You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.
You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared 

through prophets and apostles.
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and 

risen Savior, you have come to us and shared our common lot, 
conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to yourself.

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the 
church of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all 
ages, tongues, and races.

You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of 
discipleship, to be your servants in the service of others, to proclaim the 
gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil,to share in Christ’s 
baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory.

You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of 
grace, courage in the struggle for justice and peace, your presence in 
trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your realm which has no end.

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. Amen.

Foundation Update
The Foundation made an 

extra $3,000 payment 
in June in addition to our 
scheduled payment to repay 
our Texas Street LID loan. 
If we continue to pay an 
extra payment each year, we 
would reduce the length of 
the loan from 20 years to 10 

years. We also worked on 
an information sheet about 
the Foundation on how it 
operates. This is a work in 
process and will require 
several re-writes to create 
a clear, understandable 
document. Our next meeting 
will be June 2.
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Get it WRITE! 
Maybe your children or 

grandchildren have 
asked you to write down some 
stories of your childhood, and 
you haven’t gotten around 
to it yet. Maybe in your own 
mind, you’ve always thought 
of writing about some 
particularly meaningful or 
interesting or difficult time in 
your life. Or maybe you like 
to hear others’ stories and tell 
your own. 

Do you fit any of these 
categories? If so, please join 
a forming group interested 
in writing memoirs. We will 
hold our first gathering on 
Thursday, May 14, from 1:00-
2:30 p.m. If you would like 
to bring something you’ve 
written, you may, but it is 
not necessary for the first 
gathering.

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

Worship God Joyfully • Share Christ’s Word • Embrace All • Make a Difference

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219 • 503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org
Office – office@hillsdaleucc.org • Pastor – pastor@hillsdaleucc.org • Music Director – tim@hillsdaleucc.org

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church 
of Christ, declare ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation.
We cherish and embrace individuals and families of all kinds. Believing 
that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and meant to be 
shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all 
persons, embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital 
status, mental and physical ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-
economic background.
We welcome all to share in the life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, 
worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings of participation in our 
congregation.
We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that works toward 
openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of 
life for all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and 
practice a unity of faith that transcends our differences.

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell Director of Music/Office Administrator  Tim Ditch

Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld  Custodian  Terry Cornell

Thank You (from p. 1)

New Members who joined 
on Easter morning: 

Lynn and Gary Wolff, Lynn 
and Elaine Walser-Clark, 
Brenda Koenig, Al Becker, 
Janice Johnsen, Dory Hobbs, 
and David and Elizabeth 
Karkosky. New member 
greeters and shepherds: 
Elizabeth Pigg and Sue Floyd.

Director of Music Tim 
Ditch and the Chancel Choir: 
Barbara Raz, Margy Kleger, 
Nancy Biskey, Lynne Baldwin, 
Ken Miller, Pete Raz, Jack 
Morby, Jon von Behren, Bill 
Coil, Paul Gonzales, Carol 
Weber, Cindy Van Loo, Nayan 
Fleenor, Mary Ann Schacher.

Easter 8 a.m. service 
special music: Nayan Fleenor 
and Morgan Thiers.

Easter egg hunt: Barbara 
Raz, Rebecca and Evan 
Holt, Ben Soderquist, Clara 
Wolff, and the parents, 
grandparents, and children 
who participated.

Easter breakfast (91 plates, 
up from 60-something last 
year): Bob and Patti Brandon, 
Howard Pigg, Chris Bishop, 
Patty Todd, and Wayne, 
Norene, and Dawn Trosper.

Church cleanup: Patty 
Todd, Howard Pigg, Mike 
Van Loo, Sue and RD Floyd, 
Pat Stenaros, Lois Coil, 
Nayan Fleenor, Margy Kleger, 
Jennifer and Elijah Brownell, 
Trudi, Dennis, Max, and 
Sophie Raz, Robert Ewing, 
Jack Morby, and Jim Ruyle. 
Worship room cleanup: 
Margaret Bronson. Grounds 
cleanup: Mike Van Loo. 
Custodian Terry Cornell, who 
had many extra duties during 
the week.

Last year, we decided 
as a congregation to 

borrow money to replace an 
obviously disintegrating pipe 
organ and a not-so-obviously 
disintegrating water pipe. 
We have reaped benefits 
from both repairs. Water 
now flows clear, instead of 
rusty red, when we turn the 
water taps. And, we have all 
enjoyed the new sounds and 
music capabilities of the new 
organ, especially during the 
April dedication concert.

 At a congregational 
meeting last fall, based on 
anticipated costs of $77,000 
for both projects, the 
congregation authorized the 
borrowing of $70,000. We 
have been able to complete 
the projects for slightly less 
than we thought - $69,600. 

Here are the actual 
numbers:
Project costs 
(organ and pipe) $69,600
Estimated loan 
fees/interest   $3,300
Total cost of projects $72,900 

Before we began, we had 
an additional $8,268 on hand 
which helped us start, and 
have received $10,000 more. 
The great news is, because 
of these early gifts of over 
$18,000, we will need to 
borrow only $50,000 rather 
than the $70,000 we initially 
thought. The total amount to 
raise is $54,078. 

It is our goal that every 
member and friend of our 
church will recognize the 
benefits we have gained 
from these improvements 

Fundraising Off to Great Start
and give as they are able. 
Every gift, large and small, 
is appreciated. If you have 
a question about how to 
make a gift to pay back our 
expenses for these projects, 
please talk to a member of 
the Task Force.

Members of the 
fundraising task force are: 
Rebecca Holt (chair), Paul 
Gonzales, Sue Floyd, Margy 
Kleger, Dave Soderquist, 
Maria Dunlop, Jon von 
Behren, and Patti Brandon.

Watch for ideas about how 
you can be part of paying 
off this debt as quickly as 
possible, coming soon! Please 
contact Rebecca if you have 
any questions or ideas, or if 
you would like to serve on 
this team. 

God is still speaking,
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Rev. Tara Wilkins, 
Executive Director of the 

Community of Welcoming 
Congregations, will speak at 
the Human Rights Campaign’s 
Religion and Faith Program’s 
Clergy Call for Justice and 
Equality 2009: Moving from 
Acceptance to Advocacy. 
Clergy from all states and 
partner organizations will 
be gathering in Washington, 
D.C., on May 4 and 5 for 
training in advocacy and 
visits to Congress, with a 
particular targeted emphasis 
on transgender equality. 
This year, the mission is 
to ignite religious leaders 
to be agents of change 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and, most particularly, 
transgender people across the 
country. Clergy have been 
prophetic in affirming the 
worth and dignity of LGBT 
people not just within their 
congregations but in our 
laws, our workplaces, and 
our families. Religious voices 

stand at the vanguard of our 
movement for equality.

“In many ways, ‘the 
church’ is having the same 
conversation it was having in 
the late 1970s around gay and 
lesbian ordination. It’s time 
to start a new conversation,” 
said Wilkins. “We have 
found that when we listen 
to the experiences of those 
who are transgender, and we 
begin to understand binary 
construct and the spectrum 
of gender identity, then sexual 
orientation becomes a much 
easier discussion,” Wilkins 
continues.

The Community of 
Welcoming Congregations 
(CWC) is a ministry 
and network of over 103 
congregations in Oregon 
and SW Washington 
representing more than 
20 religious traditions and 
denominations. Hillsdale 
Community Church, United 
Church of Christ, is a member 
congregation. 

Oregon Faith Leader to Speak

In Our Prayers
Please remember in 

your prayers Todd 
Duncan, son of Barbara 
Kunz, who is serving with 
the United States Military in 
Afghanistan.

Health Care System Examined
Is there a Christian response 

to our health care system? 
Yes! On Sunday, May 17, at 
noon (following Celebration 
Sunday), HCCUCC will host 
in the Library a presentation 
from Oregon Center for 
Christian Values that 
examines the current health 
care system in America and 
Oregon in light of scripture. 

During the presentation, 
the current system will be 
surveyed. Participants will 
then have a chance to relect 
on biblical themes including 
God’s original intention for 
and subsequent movement 
toward health and wholeness 
for humanity. We will 
examine our responsibility to 
contribute to society in ways 
that more closely reflect God’s 
priorities for humanity.

OCCV offers practical 
tools for how each person can 
influence our cultural systems 
and governments so that they 

reflect Christian values of 
respect for human dignity, 
and the obligation to care for 
each other in times of sickness 
and need.

OCCV has a vision of 
Oregon transformed by a 
network of Christian citizens, 
rooted in the Word, active 
in the public arena, boldly 
proclaiming the fullness of 
Christ’s vision for humanity, 
and empowered to work 
together to shape public 
policy for the common good.

Please let Pastor Jennifer 
know if you need child care 
during this event. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Central Pacific Conference 
Spring Gathering, First 
Congregational Church UCC, Eugene

2
Central Pacific Conference 
Spring Gathering, First 
Congregational Church UCC, Eugene

3
Fourth Sunday of Easter
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service and Children’s 
Sunday School, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

4
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

5
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:00a Loaves and Fishes

7
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

8 9

10
Fifth Sunday of Easter
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11
Glisan Street Meal
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

12
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

13
8:30a Yoga, FH

7:00p Women’s Group, 
Van Loos’ Home 

14
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

15 16

17
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Celebration Sunday
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

18
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

19
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

11:30a Martha Circle, LIB

7:00p Consistory Meeting, LIB

20
Tidings Deadline
4:00-7:00p Red Cross Blood 
Drive, FH

21
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

22 23

24
Seventh Sunday of Easter
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

25
Memorial Day
Church Office Closed

26
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

27
8:30a Yoga, FH

7:00p Women’s Group, 
Van Loos’ Home 

28
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

29 30

31
Pentecost
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service and Children’s 
Sunday School, SANC

June 1
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

2
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

3
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:00a Loaves and Fishes

4
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

5 6

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot SANC=Sanctuary


