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Worship at HCC 
May 2010

May 2
Holy Communion
Acts 11:1-18
What God Has Made Clean

May 9
Mothers’ Day
Acts 16:9-15
Certain Women

May 16
Acts 16:16-34
Everyone’s Chains Unfastened
Mission Message from Samira 
Godil, SW Community Health Center

May 23
Pentecost
10:30 a.m. Worship
Acts 2:1-21
What Is the Language of God?
3:00 p.m. Ordination of 
Mark Roberts to Christian Ministry

May 30
Trinity Sunday
Psalm 8
Romans 5:1-5

Group to Explore Stephen Ministry

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Grays Harbor 100% 
recycled paper. A full-color electronic 
version is available via e-mail. Send 
a request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to the e-mail list. 
Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.

Several people from Hillsdale will attend 
a Stephen Ministry Introductory 

Training on May 1 as part of a process of 
discerning if Stephen Ministry is a good fit 
for our congregation. If you would like to 
attend, check with Pastor Jennifer.  

The Stephen Series is a complete 
system for training and organizing lay 
people to provide one-to-one Christian 
care to hurting people in and around 
your congregation. The Stephen Series 
provides congregations with the structure, 
training, and resources to set up and 
administer a complete system for lay 
caring ministry (called Stephen Ministry) 
in the congregation. In Stephen Ministry 
congregations, lay caregivers (called 
Stephen Ministers) provide one-to-one 

Christian care to 
the bereaved, 
hospitalized, 
terminally ill, 
separated, divorced, 
unemployed, 
relocated, and 
others facing a crisis 
or life challenge. Stephen 
Ministry helps pastors and 
congregations provide quality caring 
ministry for as long as people need it.

At this Stephen Ministry workshop, 
participants will gain hands-on ministry 
skills through a sample of Stephen Minister 
training, learn how Stephen Ministry 
works, and find out how to begin a 
Stephen Ministry. 

Service of Healing to Be Monthly Event
to be with the group in the Spirit, feel free to 
pray this or another prayer on that evening:

We ask your presence among us, O God, 
Creator of the universe, Sustainer of life, 
Redeemer of humankind; bring your healing 
light and power into our wounded hearts and 
bodies and minds and souls, clear the way 
for each of us to discover within ourselves 
the fullness of your power and all of your 
wondrous blessings; help us dear God to 
respond to your vast love and to bless you, so 
that we may be a beacon through which you 
may shine into the world and be everlasting 
citizens of your Kingdom both in heaven and 
on earth. Amen. (Prayer for healing by Rev. 
Richard J. Fairchild, 2003)

With many members of our 
congregation ill and in need of 

special prayer, this time is right to begin a 
regular service of healing prayer. A healing 
prayer service includes periods of quiet, 
readings, and asking for prayer for those 
in need.

Please join others from your church 
family for a simple supper in Fellowship 
Hall on the third Monday of May (May 17) 
at 6:30. We’ll move to the Sanctuary to pray 
together from 7:00-7:45 or so.

We plan to meet the third Monday of 
each month, and perhaps more often if 
there is a desire. Child care will be provided. 
If you cannot join us in body but would like 
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candidate or another person 
in the room. In this way, 
everyone in the service 
is literally and physically 
connected, one to another. 
But the people in the room 
are not just connected to each 
other—they are connected 
by a chain of history back 
through the centuries to 
all ministers who have 
formalized their calling in 
this way.

In some traditions, only 
ministers or bishops lay 
on hands to ordain new 
ministers, but in the UCC 
we believe in the priesthood 
of all believers, so everyone 
is invited to participate. 
This can make the moment 
seem a little chaotic—just 
like church life itself. But 
although it may seem 
chaotic, it is actually very 
unifying. By laying on 
hands, everyone in the 
church is saying with one 

voice, “We affirm you and 
your call to ministry. We will 
support you in your ministry.”

It’s a moment not like any 

One of the most 
memorable moments 

for many pastors when they 
think back to their ordination 
service is the laying on of 
hands. As the candidate for 
ministry kneels or stands, 
everyone is invited to touch 
the head or shoulder of 
either the 

Letter from Pastor Jennifer

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

other; in no other ritual in 
the church do we so clearly 
demonstrate our belief that 
the church is truly the body of 
Christ.

When we ordain Mark 
Roberts in a few weeks—on 
May 23 at 3:00—we will be 
invited to come forward and 
lay hands on him. As you 
accept the invitation, rejoice! 
It’s a great responsibility, as 
well as a great honor, to lay 
hands on another and to 
affirm his call. The future of 
the church is literally in all of 
our hands. 

In the Light,

Pastor Jennifer

place in San Diego from 
July 14 through 17. And San 
Diego’s renowned Gay Pride 
Festival takes place on July 17-
18 just a short cab ride from 
the conference hotel. Advance 
registration is available for 
a limited time for just $119 
per person. Register now at 
www.regonline.com/Checkin.
asp?EventId=810884.

The ONA process began 
on a national level in 1985 
when the Fifteenth General 
Synod adopted the resolution, 

Calling on United Church 
of Christ Congregations to 
Declare Themselves Open 
and Affirming.

The Planning Committee 
for National Gathering hopes 
that each ONA congregation 
will send at least one delegate 
to San Diego to join in 
celebrating this milestone. 
Come to reconnect with 
friends from across the 
country or to meet new ones. 
Come and experience the 
deep, meaningful worship 

services. 
Come and 
learn how 
to be a better advocate, steps 
you can take to encourage 
other congregations in your 
area to consider the ONA 
process, and things your 
church can do to more fully 
live out God’s extravagant 
welcome. Come and celebrate 
the United Church of Christ’s 
commitment to the inclusion 
of all God’s children at 
God’s table.

Join the UCC Coalition 
for LGBT Concerns to 

celebrate 25 years of the 
Open and Affirming process 
this July. Representatives 
will come together at 
the Coalition’s National 
Gathering 2010: Any Body, 
Everybody, Christ’s Body. 
Visit the conference website 
for additional details about 
speakers, sessions, and related 
activities at www.ucccoalition.
org/programs/gathering/.

The gathering will take 

Celebrate 25 Years of ONA with the UCC Coalition

Delegates Will 
Travel to Boise
Please keep in prayer 

Nayan, Patty, Jon and 
Jennifer as we travel as 
your delegates to the Spring 
Assembly of the UCC Central 
Pacific Conference, which 
is held this year in Boise on 
May 14-15.

You are invited to the ordination of

Mark Roberts

on the Day of Pentecost

Sunday, May 23 • 3:00 in the afternoon

Rev. Dr. Diane Windler of Eden Seminary preaching

Hillsdale Community Church - UCC

6948 SW Capitol Hwy  in Portland

503-246-5474

Child care provided.

Clergy are invited to robe and process.

The color is red.

Festive reception to follow.

Please Donate Blood on May 19!
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Kilowatt Counter Brings Good News
put timers on water heaters so 
they didn’t heat all the time, 
and changed exit-sign bulbs 
to LEDs. I can run slower now 
and that’s so nice for a change. 
But, it’s not just about me; my 
boss even sends smaller bills 
to the church when I don’t 
work so hard. It’s what I’d call 
a win-win situation for both 
of us. I’m not so good with 
numbers, so I’ll let my friend 
John explain.

Sincerely, Kilowatt Counter
The changes that Kilowatt 

mentioned were made during 

the middle of 2008 and cost 
the church about $2,500.
Immediately, the average 
amount of electricity used 
per day was decreased by 30 
percent. In response, electric 
bills came down about $5 per 
day, or $1,825 per year. A 
review of bills has shown that 
in just the 20 months since the 
changes occurred, the expense 
for electricity has been $3000 
less than what would have 
been expected. Thus, the cost 
has already been recouped.

—John Biskey

Hi, I’ve worked at your 
church for years, but 

few of you have ever seen 
me. That might be because I 
always hang around outside, 
behind the Sanctuary. PGE is 
my boss, and I’m an electric 
meter. My job used to be hard. 
At times my dials would spin 
so fast that it’d make me dizzy. 
Then one day, you guys made 
my job easier. You replaced 
some lights with energy-
saving compact fluorescent 
bulbs and installed high-
efficiency ballasts in others, 

Foundation Update by Becky Meier

In recent months, the HCC 
Foundation has awarded 

four grants to further Christ’s 
work at Hillsdale Community 
Church.

The Make a Difference 
team received $1,500 in 
matching money for the 
Water in Haiti project. The 

Building and Grounds 
committee has received two 
grants, one for $480 and a 
second grant for $1,920 from 
designated funds. A fourth 
grant is for $750 for the Take 
a Soldier Fishing outreach 
event on May 1.

On the Texas Street 

Improvement Project, the 
Foundation has voted to pay 
an additional $3,000 in May 
when the next scheduled 
payment of $1,259 plus 
interest is due. By paying 
at an accelerated rate, the 
loan should be paid off in 
another year.

Seminar 
Confronts 
Racism
Doing Our Own Work: A 

Seminar for Anti-Racist 
White People takes place 
August 8-13 at Harmony 
Hill Retreat Center in 
Union, Washington. For 16 
consecutive years, Doing 
Our Own Work has provided 
a unique context for white 
people who seek to deepen 
their commitment to confront 
racism and white privilege. 
Offering more than 40 hours 
of “class time,” Doing Our 
Own Work equips white 
people with the analysis, 
skills, and tools needed to 
be more effective anti-racist 
allies with people of color 
and to help bring about 
institutional change . 

If you are a white person 
who is eager and ready to do 
some deep, soul-stretching, 
and exhilarating work with 
other white anti-racist allies, 
Doing Our Own Work is 
the place for you! Doing 
Our Own Work is designed 
as a supplement to, not a 
substitute for, contexts where 
people of diverse races discuss 
and strategize together how 
racism can be challenged. 
Utilizing input from the 
leaders, assigned readings, 
videos, group discussion, 
and structured exercises, 
participants explore a variety 
of issues and topics. The event 
is gender inclusive.

For more information 
or to inquire about 
partial scholarships, call 
989-855-2277 or email 
melaniemorrison@
alliesforchange.org.

The Northwest Regional 
Woman’s Retreat IX takes 

place November 5-7 at KAH-
NEE-TA in Warm Springs. 

This year’s event, produced 
for and by women of the UCC 
Central Pacific and Pacific 
Northwest Conferences, will 
focus on the theme “Come to 
the Oasis: Our Affirmation of 

Spirit, Inspiration, and Soul,” 
and will feature keynote speaker 
Carolyn Scott Kortge, author 
of The Spirited Walker: Fitness 
Walking for Clarity, Balance, 
and Spiritual Connection. In 
addition, there will be nine 
different workshops from which 
to choose. 

In eight previous NRWR 

events, the participants 
have found inspiration, 
stimulation, education, 
fellowship, relaxation, and 
fun. In the midst of these 
gatherings, each person had 
the awareness of God-ever-
present in her life. 

Register early at nrwr-ucc.
org. This event fills up!

Women Invited to Northwest Regional Retreat

HCC Budget Report—March 31, 2010
Budget
March

Actual
March

Budget
Year-to-Date

Actual
Year-to-Date

Income  $15,926.59 $20,938.45 $47,779.77 $49,308.21
Expenses  $22,391.06 $18,129.23 $53,747.07 $46,485.60
Surplus (Deficit)  $(6,464.47) $2,809.22 $ (5,967.30) $2,822.61
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (pastor@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)
Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld Custodian  Terry Cornell

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Ainsworth in the City an Event for Everyone
Ainsworth in the City is 

a three-day celebration 
hosted by the congregation 
of Ainsworth United Church 
of Christ (AUCC) www.
ainsworthucc.com

A delicious dinner, dance, 
and listening music by Dan 
Gaynor and Friends, plus 
a silent and oral auction, 
kick-off the Ainsworth in the 
City weekend in style. Join 
us for this fun and festive 
evening and come home 
with a treasure or two—or 

more—from our wonderful 
choice of interesting and 
inviting auction items. Cost 
is $50 per person, $375 for a 
table of eight ($20 per ticket is 
tax-deductible). The auction, 
dinner, and dance take place 
on Friday, May 21, from 6:30 
until 10:00 p.m. at Emanuel 
Medical Center-Medical 
Office Building Atrium, 501 
N. Graham, Portland.

On Saturday, May 22, we 
roll out the welcome mat in 
the neighborhood and host a 

family fun day at Ainsworth. 
The day includes barbecue,  
fun activities for children 
and adults alike, and sales 
that aren’t to be missed! 
All are welcome! Join us at 
AUCC, 2941 NE Ainsworth, 
Portland, on Saturday from 
9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.

JustFaith Offers 
Workshop
Jack Jezreel, Founder of 

JustFaith, will be leading 
a JustFaith Workshop at the 
Downtown Chapel in Portland 
on Wednesday, May 12, from 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

JustFaith is an extended 
justice education/formation 
program for parishioners to 
study and be formed by the 
justice tradition articulated in 
the Scriptures. JustFaith is a 
conversion-based process that 
seeks to integrate personal 
spirituality and social 
ministry. JustFaith empowers 
participants to develop a 
passion and thirst for justice 
and to express this passion in 
concrete acts of parish social 
ministry. 

This workshop is free and 
open to the public. Questions? 
Contact Robin Stephenson 
at 888-75-BREAD x5 or 
rstephenson@bread.org.

Downtown Chapel is 
located at 601 West Burnside 
St., Portland 97209.

Camps Planned for All Ages
Summer Camp 

opportunities are 
planned at Pilgrim Cove 
Camp (McCall, Idaho) and 
Camp Adams (Molalla, 
Oregon). Complete 
information is available on 
the camp websites (www.
pilgrimcovecamp.org and 
www.campadams.org), or 
pick up a flyer in the HCC 
Narthex.

A special gift awaits 
campers who register before 
May 15. Registration for most 
camps will close on June 15. 
All camper forms and full 
payment need to be in by 
June 15.

Camperships (financial 
assistance) and volunteer 
grants may be available. 
Contact Pastor Jennifer to 
learn more.

Yoga Classes 
Stretch into May
Yoga instructor Brenda 

Crowley invites you to take 
part in yoga classes on Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 8:30 to 
9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
No experience is necessary. 
Come and stretch and do simple 
yoga positions, maintain or 
gain flexibility, and do strength 
exercises—all done gently and at 
your level.

Commit for the month and 
pay only $5 per class. Drop-in 
fee payable by the end of each 
class is $7. Bring your own 
mat if possible.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Stephen Ministry Event
Take a Soldier Fishing, 
HEGG LAKE

2
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:45a Worship God Joyfully 
Team, LIB

2:00p Edgewood Downs

3
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

4
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

5
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

6
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

7 8

9
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:45a Embrace All Team, LIB

10
Glisan Street Meal
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

11
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

1:00p Martha Circle, LIB

12
8:30a Yoga, FH

1:00p JustFaith Workshop, 
DOWNTOWN CHAPEL

1:30p Tai Chi, FH

13
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, LIB

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

14 15

16
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:45a Newcomer Lunch, LIB

11:45a Celebration Sunday, 
FH

17
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

6:30p Heaing Service 
Supper, FH

7:00p Heaing Service, SANC

18
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Consistory, LIB

7:00p Foundation, WORK

19
8:30a Yoga, FH

12:00p Tidings Deadline
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

4:00p Red Cross Blood 
Drive, FH

20
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

21 22

23
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

3:00p Mark Roberts 
Ordination, SANC

24
8:30a Yoga, FH

10:30a Bible Study, LIB

25
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

26
8:30a Yoga, FH

1:30p Tai Chi, FH

27
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, LIB

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

28 29

30 31
Memorial Day -  
Church Office Closed

June 1
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

2
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

3
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, LIB

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

4 5

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot SANC=Sanctuary WORK=Workroom

Spring Assembly in Boise

Ainsworth in the City


