
Tower Gallery Features Members’ Art
A new 

display 
of artwork by 
HCCUCC 
members 
Dian Kinzey-
Morby and 
Ruth Rusnak 
is hanging 
in the Tower 
Gallery and 
in the office 
hallway. Be 
sure to walk 

through and take in the beauty of these 
paintings!

Some of the artwork is offered for sale. 
Dian and Ruth 
will donate 50 
percent of the 
proceeds to 
the downstairs 
restroom remodel-
ing fund. Dian 
can be reached 
at 503-293-9058; 
contact Ruth at 
503-701-2462.
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Worship at HCC 
May 2012

May 6
Holy Communion
Selections from Ruth
Outside In

May 13
Mother’s Day
Selections from Ruth
Wherever You Go, I Go

May 20
Selections from Ruth
From Pleasant to Bitter 
and Back Again

May 27
Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21
Romans 8:22-27
You Just Have to Try

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.

Come and See Spring Assembly Opportunities
In John 1, Jesus invited would-be disciples 

to forever change their world. That 
invitation comes to us again this May 18-
19 when we gather at HCCUCC for the 
Central Pacific Conference UCC Spring 
Assembly.

Come and See what we are doing in a 
changing world to build caring community 
across old boundaries.

Come and Meet 
Bishop Melzar 
Labuntog from 
the Northwest 
Mindanao 
Jurisdiction of the 
United Church of Christ in the Philippines, 
and learn about the partnership we are 
developing, the challenging witness of the 
UCCP, and opportunities for sharing.

Come and Meet Jan Aerie, Jim Moos, 
Xiaoling Zhu from our national staff.

Come and Learn about The Mindanao 

Situation, Global Ministries, Water Justice, 
and many more topics through a series of 
workshops.

Come and Experience a deeper 
connection to mutual ministry in a Passport 
to the World excursion into conversation 
with those who have been “in the field.”

Come and Experience music, worship, 
new friendships, hospitality, and joy.

Go Out to Serve after two wonderful 
days that just might change your world!

Registration materials for Spring 
Assembly are available in the Narthex. 
HCCUCC members may attend Assembly 
at no charge; meals are available at half-off 
the regular cost.

C MEANDSEE
G L O B A L  M I S S I O N S ,  T H E  U C C ,  A N D  Y O U
Central Pacific Conference UCC • Spring Assembly 2012 • May 18·19
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Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell 

For months, I have been 
thinking of May as this 

year’s Big Month, one that 
includes three very different 
deadlines. The first is a large 
grant application, due May 
11. I am applying for a grant 
from the Lilly Foundation 
to cover expenses for a 
sabbatical I will be taking in 
the summer of 2013. If you 
would like to learn more 
about the grant, you can visit 
clergyrenewal.org.

The second is our hosting 
of the Spring Assembly, which 
you may read more about 
elsewhere in Tidings. I have 
been so impressed with the 
hard work of so many as we 
spruce up our property, plan 
menus, and prepare worship 

and programs on May 18-19.
The third is the 

culmination of six months of 
training for a triathlon I hope 
to run on May 26.

All of these deadlines come 
with some anxiety and some 
excitement. Big events or 
deadlines like these loom—
gigantic—on the calendar, 
and then, in the flash of an 
eye, they are over. Although 
I am looking forward very 
much to each of these events, 
I am glad that we don’t have 
Big Months like this all the 
time.

One of the joys of the life 
of faith for me is being in a 
regular rhythm of daily life, 
and knowing that God is 
with us as we go about our 

everyday 
days. 
Everyday 
life might 
not make 
our 
hearts beat fast, but there 
is a deep and satisfying joy 
from everyday things that I 
appreciate even more with so 
many of the Big Things on the 
calendar.

Whether you are having 
a Big Month, or a month of 
everyday days, I pray that 
you will find a rhythm that 
is right for you, and that you 
feel God’s presence walking 
beside you.

See you in church!

Help Wanted!
Spring Assembly 

preparations are well 
underway! We need many 
volunteers to make this event 
a success. Please sign up on 
the board in the Narthex to 
indicate where you would like 
to offer your assistance! In 
addition, we need a few hosts 
to accommodate home stays 
for Assembly attendees. If you 
can help, let Patty Todd know.

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Back to Eden Update by Jim ruyle

Twenty-five native plants 
of several species, from 

coastal strawberries to vine 
maples, were “adopted” by 
members of the congregation 
after church on Palm Sunday. 
Each one is now tagged with 
the name of the purchaser so 
the plants can be followed by 
their adoptive parents after 
they are 
planted 
south of the 
building 
along Texas 
St. More 
cardboard 
has been 
generously 
donated 
by Parker 
Furniture 
Company 
who has 

even helped haul it to our 
waiting vehicles. (We still 
solicit your large pieces 
of cardboard to build our 
supply.)

The BTE team made up a 
little more than the cost of the 
plants in the adoption, adding 
to our fund for future plants 
and supplies. 

We hope through these 
activities that members and 
friends will gain a personal 
interest in participating in our 
ongoing dreams for restoring 
nature and teaching our 
community, like replacing 
more unneeded grass with 
native species, building 
flow-through planters to 

capture storm water 
runoff from our roof, 
building a community 
garden with our Home 
Forward (low-income 
housing) neighbors, 
and adding benches 
and other amenities 
for meditation areas.

Please join us at 
our monthly meetings 
and our good times 
outdoors.

Photo 
Exposition 
Features 
Church 
Member
A Different Kind of 

Normal: Stories of 
Asperger’s Syndrome is the 
culmination of a year-long 
project by photographer 
Leah Nash. The project will 
be on display May 4–June 30 
at iWitness Gallery, housed 
in the Northwest Center for 
Photography, 1028 SE Water 
Ave., Suite 50, Portland.

A reception takes place 
Friday, May 4, 6-9 p.m., and 
an “artist talk” will happen 
Saturday, May 5, from 
2-3 p.m.

This show features photos 
of church member Anna 
Bauer. 
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May 2012
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

2
10:00a Loaves and Fishes, 

Multnomah Center

1:30p Tai Chi, FH

3
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

4 5

6
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

7
10:30p Bible Study, LIB

8
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

2:00p Bud Kunz Memorial 
Service, Portland Yacht 
Club (1241 NE Marine Dr)

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

9
1:00p Memoir Writing 

Group, Location TBD

1:30p Tai Chi, FH

10
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

11
11:00a George Walker 

Memorial Service, 
SANC

12

13
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

14
 Transition Projects 

Meal, Bud Clark Commons

10:30p Bible Study, LIB

15
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

7:00p Foundation Meeting, 
WORK

16
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

17
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

18 19

20
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

11:45a Celebration Sunday, FH

21
 Tidings Deadline
10:30p Bible Study, LIB

22
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

23
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

7:00p Consistory Meeting, LIB

24
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

25 26

27
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School, SANC

28
 Memorial Day 

Church Office Closed

29
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

6:00p Prayer Group, PO 

30
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

31
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

June 1 2

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Upper Parking Lot PATIO=Patio PLAY=Play Yard  SANC=Sanctuary

Foundation Update
In 1995, the church’s 

Campaign for the Future 
fund drive established the 
HCC Foundation. The 
Foundation has provided 
funds for these and other 
projects: Stephen Ministry, 
Texas Street paving, pipe 
organ refurbishment 
and expansion, kitchen 

remodeling, drain system in 
parking lot, painting of the 
Bell Tower, and purchase of 
the Sperly property next to 
the church.

As of April 2012, the 
Foundation has a fund 
balance of $235,068. The 
amount available varies

See Foundation, page 6

New Members Welcomed
On Easter morning, we 

welcomed the following 
new members to our 
congregation:
Jana and Nate McKeown 
5321 SW Orchid St 
Portland 97219 
503-853-5909

Lamont Miller  
503-443-5933
Marteena Sander 
2511 SE River Rd Apt 105 
Hillsboro 97123 
503-615-8131

CPC Spring Assembly
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Palm Sunday and Easter 2012
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Youth Corner
Children’s Sunday School— 
Stories from Matthew and Acts
May 6—Acts 8:4-8, 26-40
Philip shares the good news.
Faith focus: The good news is for everyone.

May 13—Acts 9:1-31
Saul sees the light.
Faith focus: God can change people in surprising ways.

May 20—Acts 9:32-43
Tabitha, a disciple.
Faith focus: We use our gifts to build the community.

May 27—Acts 12:1-17
Peter is rescued from prison.
Faith focus: We pray for each other.

Blue Like Jazz Movie
Middle and high school youth are invited to a screening 
of Blue Like Jazz on Sunday afternoon, May 6. Based on 
Portlander Don Miller’s book of the same name, this is a 
movie about a young man’s search for himself. It takes place 
at Reed College. This movie is rated PG-13—visit imdb.com 
for more information.

Pray for CPC Churches
This month, we are praying 

for these CPC churches:
May 6 • First Congregational 

UCC, Boise, Idaho • Pastor 
Kim Cran

May 13 • Community 
Congregational UCC, 
McCall, Idaho • Pastor 

Charlottie Havlicak
May 20 • First 

Congregational UCC, 
Mountain Home, Idaho • 
Pastor Truman Parker

May 27 • First Congregational 
UCC, Nampa, Idaho • Pastor 
Chi Morgan

The Practice of Hope
Presenters Jeanne and Dick 

Roy from the Center for 
Earth Leadership will present 
a three-hour workshop titled 
The Practice of Hope on 
May 5. The workshop runs 
from 9:00 a.m. until noon at 
the Natural Capital Center in 
Portland.

Living in a society 
where “bad news” seems so 
prevalent, is authentic hope 
possible? This interactive 
workshop includes topics 
such as the meaning of hope, 
its interface with optimism 
and pessimism, an overview 
of the practice of hope, 
the practice of hope as an 
intentional act, guiding 
principles, specific daily 

practices, and alignment. 
Jeanne and Dick Roy are 

nationally recognized for 
their tireless work with hope 
for the earth. As full-time 
volunteers for the past 19 
years, they are co-founders of 
the Northwest Earth Institute, 
the Oregon Natural Step 
Network, and the Center for 
Earth Leadership.

Although there is no cost 
for the workshop, advance 
registration is required 
and space is limited. To 
reserve your space, contact 
Emily Klavins at emily@
earthleaders.org or 503-227-
2807 with your name, phone, 
email, and your goal in 
attending the workshop.

Stephens Creek Crossing Update
Demolition has begun 

at the former Hillsdale 
Terrace, the future site of 
Stephens Creek Crossing, 
the Home Forward project 
just north of the church. 
If you take a stroll down 
California Street, you can see 
the work in progress. Housing 
construction will begin in late 
summer, with an estimated 

completion date of early 
2014. Once construction is 
complete, we will begin work 
on the shared community 
garden we have planned.

In the coming months, 
you might notice trucks and 
other cars parked in the lot 
in front of the church, as we 
have rented some spots to the 
construction crew at the site.

Take a Soldier Fishing!
The third Take a Soldier 

Fishing event at Henry 
Hagg Lake is being held 
Saturday, June 2, at Area C.

A sign-up sheet for 
volunteers is available in the 
Narthex. This is an excellent 
community outreach program 
that provides thanks to the 
many veterans and active-

duty military personnel 
for their dedicated service. 
We anticipate providing 
fishing opportunities for 75 
participants this year.

Personal donations are 
greatly appreciated. You can 
pick up a form in the Narthex 
listing suggested donation 
amounts.

New Photo Directory Planned
We have arranged with 

Lifetouch, a company 
specializing in church 
directories, to produce our 
next pictorial directory. 
Professional photographers 
will be on-site June 21-23 
for picture-taking. The new 
directory will be available for 
distribution in September.

There is no cost to the 
church for this service. 
Photographs will be available 

for purchase, but no purchase 
is required.

You can schedule your 
photo session online anytime 
by visiting https://www.
securedata-trans14.com/ap/
hillsdalecommunitychurch/
index.php?page=10

Now is a good time to let 
the church office know of 
any changes in your contact 
information. Email tim@
hillsdaleucc.org
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld, Gracie McManus, Allie Donahue

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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SW Hope Breaks Record
Along with a few dozen 

other faith communities, 
our church participated in 
Southwest Hope during the 
Lenten season. This food 
and money drive benefits 
the food box program at 
Neighborhood House. 
Remember, even though the 
special drive is over, there 
are still ways to be involved. 
Families with children and 
youth are invited to help out 
at the Good Box warehouse 
in Multnomah Village the 
first and third Tuesday of 
every month. (Check with 
Theresa Wechsler for more 
information). And, we receive 
food donations for the food 
box program the first Sunday 

of every month all through 
the year.

Mari at Neighborhood 
House writes: “Hi Everyone! 
This week has been a flurry 
of activity—picking up and 
receiving food donations, 
rounding up cash donations…
We started this week at about 
141,000 lbs. in cash and food, 

but I’m pleased to announce 
that as of today we are at a 
record 165,561 lbs. for the 
drive, with some additional 
funds expected from the 
restaurants!!!

Here’s the breakdown: 
$28,596 in cash × 5 = 142,980 
lbs. In addition to cash, 22,581 
lbs. of food was donated.

We are grateful to 
everyone who supported the 
drive this year. Your efforts 
will help Neighborhood 
House feed literally 
thousands of people over 
the next three months This 
is truly an amazing 
achievement for the SW 
Portland community.”

Foundation (continued from page 3)

with the fund expenditures, 
and the income from 
contributions, memorials, 
wills and trusts, and the 
stock market. Presently we 
have these funds invested as 
follows:

80.0% Mutual funds

16.3%  Certificate of 
Deposits

 2.7% Cash Management
Included in the balance 

are funds contributed by 
individuals for specific 
projects. Contributions to 
these specific projects are 

welcomed.
Elevator ($12,600), 

Grounds maintenance 
($2,080), Healing Ministry 
($3,443).

Additional information is 
available in the brochures in 
the Sanctuary pews.


