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Worship at HCC 
May 2013

May 5
Holy Communion
Progressive Revelation Series, Week 4

May 12
Mother’s Day
Special Music Sunday
Psalm 139

May 19
Pentecost – wear red!
Churchy, Churchier, Churchiest
Acts 2

May 26
Trinity Sunday

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings

Celebrating the Mothering Love of God
The book of Psalms contains 150 poems 

that express a full range of human 
and spiritual emotions—the heights of 
hope, the depths of despair, wild grief, 
untrammeled praise, violent anger, gentle 
love. Through these songs, our God of 
many faces and names is revealed. On 
many “favorite psalms” lists is Psalm 139, 
the beautiful words of which will set the 

stage for worship on Mother’s Day, May 12. 
Through music and spoken reflections, the 
Chancel Choir will lead us in a worship 
experience celebrating the mothering love 
of God. You are encouraged to invite friends 
and neighbors—and of course the special 
women in your life—to worship as we 
experience the love of God that carries us 
always.

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.

If I ride the wings of the morning 
to the ends of the earthYou Are There

Psalm 139 Sunday
A Musical Worship Experience
Celebrating the Mothering Love of God
Mothers Day • May 12 • 10:30 a.m.

When We Share Resources, Lives Change
On May 19 there will be opportunity to 

support two charities of the United 
Church of Christ.

One Great Hour of Sharing—The 
United Church of Christ has at its core 
transforming lives! Through One Great 
Hour of Sharing, lives are literally changed 
in 138 countries daily. Your support 
provides clean water, food, medicines, 
shelter, healthcare, and education, as well 
as disaster response in both the US and 
internationally.

In 2011, the OGHS offering reached 
$2,756,804. An additional $2.3 million was 
received to support relief efforts primarily 

in response to the Japan earthquake and 
East Africa drought and famine.

Strengthen the Church—Each day, 
visions and dreams are created in the hearts 
of many in the United Church of Christ.

Through the Strengthen the Church 
offering, they can become a reality. As God 
calls our congregations to be “church” in 
new ways, your gift will plant new churches, 
awaken new ideas in existing churches, 
and develop spiritual life in our youth and 
young adults.

Because of this offering, many more 
will hear the good news that “God is still 
speaking.”
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Letter from the Pastor by rev. Jennifer Brownell 

I’m writing this on April 15, 
with news of the bombings 

at the Boston marathon 
playing in the background. 
Since there are several 
marathoners in my family and 
circle of friends, I have been 
many times to the ends of 
races to cheer on loved ones. 
I can exactly imagine what it 
was like at the finish line just 
before the bomb went off, so, 
as much as any of the stories 
of violence we’ve heard this 
past year, this act seems really 
personal to me. 

I have a couple of 
responses. First, ever since 
January when I witnessed 
a hit-and-run accident, I’ve 
been thinking it would be a 
good idea to take a first-aid 
class sometime. Now seems 
like as good a “sometime” as 
any. It just seems like a good 
idea to know how to help 
in a very practical way in a 
situation where people are in 
danger. If you are interested 
in joining me, let me know. 
I’m going to do some research 
and see about getting a class 
going here at Hillsdale. 

Second, in the face of 
terror, I’m amazed by the 
goodness of people in 
response to a tragedy like this. 
Already we are hearing about 
runners who got to the finish 
line and kept running—to the 
hospital to give blood. The 
comedian and actor Patton 
Oswalt says,

I remember, when 9/11 
went down, my reaction 
was, “Well, I’ve had it with 
humanity.”

But I was wrong. I don’t 
know what’s going to be 
revealed to be behind all of this 
mayhem. One human insect 
or a poisonous mass of broken 
sociopaths.

But here’s what I do know. 
If it’s one person or a hundred 
people, that number is not 
even a fraction of a fraction of 
a fraction of a percent of the 
population on this planet. You 
watch the videos of the carnage 
and there are people running 
towards the destruction to 
help out… This is a giant 
planet and we’re lucky to live 
on it but there are prices and 
penalties incurred for the daily 
miracle of existence. One of 
them is, every once in awhile, 
the wiring of a tiny sliver of the 
species gets snarled and they’re 
pointed towards darkness.

But the vast majority stands 
against that darkness and, like 
white blood cells attacking a 
virus, they dilute and weaken 
and eventually wash away 
the evil doers and, more 
importantly, the damage they 
wreak. This is beyond religion 
or creed or nation. We would 
not be here if humanity were 
inherently evil. We’d have 
eaten ourselves alive long ago.

So when you spot violence 

or 
bigotry 
or intol
erance or 
fear or 
just gardenvariety misogyny, 
hatred, or ignorance, just look 
it in the eye and think, “The 
good out number you, and we 
always will.”

What is your response to 
tragedy? How can we support 
each other—and live out 
God’s good news of peace and 
love—in times like this? 

✿ ✿ ✿
My sabbatical begins 

May 19 just after worship. 
Come and welcome interim 
sabbatical pastor Rev. Pat 
Ross. Following worship, 
we will enjoy a reception in 
Fellowship Hall hosted by the 
Embrace All team.

My family and I will 
return from sabbatical on 
Sunday, September 8. If 
you’d like to connect with 
us in an informal way, plan 
on spending a day or two at 
Camp Adams in Molalla over 
Labor Day weekend where 
we’ll be ending our sabbatical.  
Put it on your calendar 
now and watch for more 
information throughout the 
summer.

I am overflowing with 
gratitude for this community 
of faith—thanks for your 
grace and generosity. I’m 
especially grateful to Tim and 
Terry, for the extra “stuff ” 
I know they will be picking 
up in my absence. I will miss 
you all and look forward to 
rejoining you in the fall!

In the Light,

HCC Women 
Plan Drop-in 
Social
All women of the 

congregation are invited 
to stop by Seasons & Regions 
Restaurant on Friday, May 3, 
for no-host “cheap eats” 
and warm conversation. 
The restaurant is located at 
6660 SE Capitol Hwy, across 
from Mittleman Jewish 
Community Center. Join us 
anytime between 3:00 and 
5:30 p.m. 

Mother’s 
Day Gift 
Certificates 
Available
Looking for the perfect 

gift for that special mom? 
Need something that won’t 
shrink, melt, fade, wilt, or 
wear out? How about a gift 
certificate to help her attend 
the 2014 HCCUCC Women’s 
Retreat? One size fits all! 
And at only $3.50, you won’t 
find a better bargain. All 
proceeds go to a most worthy 
cause, and you can design 
the gift yourself. Perhaps 
you’re willing to pay for her 
registration fee, babysit the 
children, help her pack, send 
her off in prayer, or ??? You 
choose the way to help, and 
we’ll do the rest. Purchase a 
certificate on Sunday, May 5, 
in the Narthex, or place your 
order online by sending an 
e-mail request to nanciep53@
gmail.com. Personalized 
certificates will be delivered 
at church on Mother’s Day, 
Sunday, May 12. 

High Tea Coming 
on May 11
There are still a few 

tickets remaining for the 
Women’s Tea on May 11 in 
Fellowship Hall. Ruth and 
Marteena will have tickets 
available for purchase ($10 
each) on Sunday, May 5, 
before and after worship.

In addition to English High 
Tea, the event will feature live 
background music provided 
by Esther Shim, a rising 
young Portland musician.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

1:30p Tai Chi FH

2
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

3 4

5
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Communion 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

6
 

7
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study MHR

4:30p Prayer Group MHR 

8
1:00p Memoir Writing 

Group, MDH

1:30p Tai Chi FH

9
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

10 11
1:00p Women’s Tea FH

12
 Mother’s Day
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

13
Transition Projects Meal BUD

14
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study MHR

4:30p Prayer Group MHR 

7:00p Consistory MHR

15
1:30p Tai Chi FH

16
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

5:30p Ministry Night FH

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

17 18

19
 Pentecost - Wear Red!
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

11:30a Hello/Goodbye 
Reception FH

20
 Tidings Deadline

21
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study MHR

4:30p Prayer Group MHR 

22
1:30p Tai Chi FH

23
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

24 25

26
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

27
 Memorial Day - 

Church Office Closed

28
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30p Bible Study MHR

4:30p Prayer Group MHR 

29
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

1:30p Tai Chi FH

30
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

31 June 1

BUD=Bud Clark Commons, 655 NW Hoyt St CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LOT=Upper Parking Lot
MHR=Mt Hood Room MDH=Maria Dunlop’s Home, 12146 SW 29th Ave MULT=Multnomah Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy SANC=Sanctuary SS=Sunday School Rooms

People of Faith Say “I Do!”
You are invited to attend 

a special interfaith 
conference featuring keynote 
speaker Rev. MacArthur H. 
Flournoy, theologian, author, 
and Deputy Director of 
Religion & Faith Programs 
for the Human Rights 
Campaign. MacArthur served 
as the Faith Director for 
Marylanders for Marriage 
Equality. Also presenting will 
be Bishop Bonnie Radden, 
Fellowship of Affirming 
Ministries and Oregon United 
for Marriage.  

This is your opportunity to:

• Learn why marriage 
matters for same-gender 
couples and how progressive 
people of faith are helping to 
win the freedom to marry.

• Attend workshops 
where you will learn how to 
start a conversation about 
the freedom to marry with 
family and friends (dispelling 
myths and misinformation) 
and how to get your message 
of support out to the 
community.

• Learn how your religious 
community can support the 
movement to bring marriage 

equality to Oregon.
• Network with other 

people of faith who support 
the freedom to marry and 
share ideas and questions.

The conference takes 
place Saturday, May 4, from 
9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at 
Central Lutheran Church, 
1820 NE 21st Ave., Portland. 
Registration is $15 at the door. 
No one will be turned away 
for lack of funds. RSVP with 
CONFERENCE in the subject 
line to Lk.kulm@gmail.com 
or call 360-991-5774 so we 
can prepare enough lunch.

The conference is 
sponsored by the Central 
Pacific Conference UCC 
and The Community of 
Welcoming Congregations.

Congrats, Grads
Gracie and Olivia—our 

wonderful nursery 
helpers—will be graduating 
from St. Mary’s on June 1. 
If you would like to attend 
graduation, Olivia has lots 
of extra tickets she is happy 
to distribute. Let her know if 
you’d like one.



Youth Corner
Neighborhood House Family Volunteer Night
All ages are invited to tour and help stock the food pantry 
we’ve been collecting food and money for during SW Hope.  
Tuesday, May 7, 6-8 p.m. RSVP with the church office 
(503-246-5474) if you plan to attend.

Confirmation Begins This Year
We will be offering Confirmation Class for youth in the 
2013-2014 school year. This class will be held with our 
friends from Lake Oswego UCC and is an opportunity to 
explore more about God, the church, and yourself. You 
are not expected to know or believe anything in order to 
start confirmation—we only ask that you come with your 
curiosity and a desire to grow. If you know a young person 
who might benefit from confirmation, please speak to 
Pastor Jennifer.
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Olivia Hinerfeld, Gracie McManus, Chris Sessions

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Summer Jobs Available!
The Stephen Ministry 

team is pulling together 
a list of interim visitors who 
can connect occasionally 
with shut-ins by phone or in 
person during the summer 
while Pastor Jennifer is away. 
Training and support will be 
provided. There will be a one-
hour meeting after church 
on Sunday, May 5, to provide 
guidelines and information to 
those who are interested.

We are also seeking 
a friendly and organized 
person to act as Registrar for 
our Labor Day family camp 
experience at Camp Adams. 
The job includes posting 
notices about Family Camp 
in the newsletter and on the 

sign-up board, maintaining 
a list of attendees, and 
collecting fees. This person 
does not need to attend 
Family Camp. If you are 
interested, please see Pastor 
Jennifer or Tim as soon as 
possible!

Recycling 
Update
John Biskey has again 

emptied the bins and 
recycled another 26 compact 
fluorescent bulbs and 15 
pounds of batteries.

The next recycling event 
at St. Luke Lutheran Church 
is scheduled for July 13, 

9:00-noon. Information on 
the many materials that they 
collect, much more than just 

CFLs and batteries, can be 
found at www.community-
recycling.org.


