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tidings
Hillsdale Kids Visit Animal Aid
Last Christmas, the Hillsdale Kids supported a local cat 

shelter with gifts of litter and cleaning supplies. On 
April 23, Hillsdale Kids and Adults put their faith into action 
by volunteering at the shelter. And we played with the cats, 
of course! If you missed this mission and you’d like to join us 
next time, please contact Rebecca Holt at 503-866-0340 or 
rebeccah@lclark.edu. 

Construction Project Nears 
Completion 
The elevator addition project is entering the home stretch! 

Contractors have just opened up the walls to create the 
openings into the hallways, so we can finally see how the 
spaces will fit together. The installation of the elevator itself 
is scheduled to start in about a week. Although the project 
has taken a little longer than we would have liked—primarily 
because of the very busy Portland construction market—the 
good news is that we’ve been able to keep the project within 
the budget we established. We’ll now be able to watch as the 
finishing touches are added, and eagerly anticipate completion 
of the project by the end of May or early June. Thank you all for 
your patience!

Church Staff Available by Phone and Email
Our church staff will be working from alternate locations 

while the office wing is pummeled with noise and dust from the 
construction. Email and voicemail messages will be checked 
often during office hours.

It’s Tea Time at HCCUCC 
We hope you’ve been anticipating the annual Women’s Tea! 

Due to the construction schedule, we can’t count on the 
Fellowship Hall being available for the second Saturday in May. 

But, take heart! We have decided to move the tea to the 
fourth Saturday in September for 2016. And this time, men are 
invited! We will call it The Friendship Tea and it will be open to 
all. A total of 50 tickets will go on sale in early September. Mark 
your calendars for this fall event on September 24, 2016.

Spring Blood Drive Draws Near
The 2016 spring Red Cross blood drive will be Monday, 

May 16, from 2:00 to 7:00 p.m. If you are a blood donor or 
would like to become one, please sign up in the Narthex. 

Many thanks to all the faithful donors we have who give the 
gift of life to those in need. Hope to see you in May!

HCC Kids Are Raising the Roof!
You may have noticed the strategically placed buckets 

around our sanctuary this winter...the kids did too! Our 
Sanctuary roof has been leaking, and we are repairing it at the 
cost of approximately $6,900. This is more than our annual 
budget allotment for building repairs, and it’s already May. We 
need to replenish the fund to allow for any other repairs that 
come along this year. 

The Hillsdale UCC kids are eager 
to raise funds to help care for our 
church building. In response to their 
enthusiasm, an anonymous donor has 
pledged to match all funds raised by 
the kids up to $2,500. If successful, we 
will raise a total of $5,000 or more to 
replenish our building repairs fund.

From left: Pat Nielsen, Megan Mudrick, Emilia Mudrick, Mason Meurer, Cindy Van Loo, and 
Jake Meurer.

Raising the Roof!
Art and Bake Sale

Basketball Shoot-a-thon
Sunday, May 22 
after the service
Fellowship Hall
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Please join the Hillsdale kids for fellowship and 

FUNdraising on May 22. Adults are welcome to donate hand-
made craft items, cookies, or pies. Adults can sponsor kids (or 
other adults!) in a basketball shooting competition. For more 
information, please contact Rebecca Holt at 503-866-0340 or 
rebeccah@lclark.edu.

Search Committee Seeks 
Congregation’s Input
The Search Committee continues to meet every other week 

and is busy gathering information to compile the required 
church profile. One of the sections we need to update asks for 
demographic information about the congregation. We need 
to provide statistical data about the entire congregation by 
age categories, about the education levels and occupations of 
adult members, and about the make-up of our congregation’s 
households. We expect to gather this information through 
anonymous surveys, which we are likely to distribute at the 
church, with a follow-up mailing as needed. Please watch for 
this process to unfold in the near future. And please be sure 
to participate joyfully and without delay. We must complete 
this vital step before we can go on to solicit candidates for our 
settled pastor position. Thank you in advance!

Search Committee: Alexis Hamilton, Chair; Carol Doyle; 
Dennis Frengle; Trudi Raz Frengle; Cathy Thomas; Mike Van 
Loo; Nancie Wamser

UCC Responds to Earthquakes
by nayan fleenor

Do you feel called to help respond to the recent earthquakes 
in Ecuador and/or Japan? You can do so in a couple of 

ways. You can make a donation to the UCC’s One Great Hour 
of Sharing or the UCC’s International Emergency Relief Fund, 
or you can make a donation through the UCC to FEDICE, our 
UCC partner in Ecuador. 

This can be done online: Use your search engine with UCC-
OGHS and then you can make several choices, or you can send 
a check payable to “International Emergency Relief Fund.” Mail 
your check to UCC Financial Services Office, 700 Prospect Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44115. Please put a note on the memo line that 
it is for the Ecuador Earthquake for FEDICE, if you want it to 
go to that specific effort. The earthquake in Ecuador caused 
extensive damage in areas closest to the coast, but was also felt 
strongly way up in the Andes. Recovery will take a very long 
time, but we can help. The UCC also works through Church 
World Service after disasters.

UCC Disaster Ministries Executive Zach Wolgemuth said, 
“Even as search and rescue efforts continue following last 
week’s devastating earthquakes in Japan and Ecuador, UCC 
Disaster Ministries has begun its response with grants for relief 

efforts in Japan and Ecuador. I fully expect that we will be 
engaged for the long term, especially in Ecuador where there 
has been significant damage throughout the country.”

From the Pastor by Chris hyde

Can you believe it is May already? It’s seems like Advent and 
Christmas was such a short time ago! Lent 

started early this year and Easter has already 
come and gone. In just a couple of weeks, we 
will be into the season that the church calls 
“Ordinary Time.” It’s the longest period of 
time in the church calendar and is marked as 
“ordinary” because there are no other big liturgical seasons 
until we reach Advent again.

But in our world, Ordinary Time is going to be far from 
ordinary! Here are just a few reasons why:

• Our elevator project is nearing completion and should be 
done by the end of May. This will mark a big step in the life of 
the church and a success in fundraising for such a huge project. 
Pledges will still be coming in for the next year and we look 
forward to paying off the entire project. Thank you for your 
continued commitment to your pledges for this project, and 
if you didn’t pledge, you can still help us finish the project by 
noting “elevator fund” on your checks.

• We began work a couple of weeks ago on a church 
covenant. This document will guide our interactions toward 
one another and provide a framework for how we deal with 
conflict. We look forward to completing this document in the 
next few months.

• The Pastoral Search Committee is meeting regularly and 
starting the process of compiling information for the church 
profile which will advertise the pastor position. There will be 
opportunities in the coming months for the congregation to 
participate in some data collection and to give voice to some 
of the things that are important to us as a congregation. The 
search process is a long one, but we have great anticipation of 
the outcome and of the fine work the committee is doing.

• The Consistory is doing some research and learning 
around the idea of church revitalization and how we can 
embrace the future as a church. While it can be a scary thing to 
consider what changes we might make, it is exciting to dream 
and believe big things for the future of the church. 

These are exciting times for Hillsdale Community Church 
and the next six months are going to be far from “ordinary.” 
Please pray for the direction of the church and the processes 
in which we are currently involved. I know God will bless all 
of our efforts as we seek to embrace the future God has for 
HCCUCC.

Blessings to you all!
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May 2016 (visit our live calendar at www.hillsdaleucc.org/calendar)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

11:45a Fellowship First 
Salad Luncheon FH

2 3

7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

4

10:00a Meals on Wheels MC

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

7:00p Foundation Meeting, 
MH

5

9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

6 7

8

9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

9

 Transition Projects/
Hoyt St Meal BC

6:30p Post-Sabbath Bible 
Study (PSBS) MH

10

7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

7:00p Consistory Meeting, MH

11

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

12

9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

13 14

9:00a All-Church Yard 
Cleanup UL

15

9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

16

2:00p Red Cross Blood 
Drive FH

17
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

18
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

19
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

20 21
10:00a Kids Bake Cookies KI

22
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

10:45a Raising the Roof Kids’ 
FUNdraiser NA

23
6:30p Post-Sabbath Bible 

Study (PSBS) MH

24
10:00a Tidings Deadline
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

25
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

26
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

27 28

29
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Activities R1

30
 Memorial Day

31
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

June 1
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

2
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

3 4

BC=Bud Clark Commons (655 NW Hoyt St) CR=Choir Room DN=Downstairs FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch (SW Barbur at 19th) KI=Kitchen MH=Mt Hood Room
MR=Maple Room  MC=Multnomah Arts Center (7688 SW Capitol Hwy) NA=Narthex R4=Room 4, Education Wing SA=Sanctuary UL=Upper Parking Lot

Chris on vacation - Contact Tim in the church office in the event of a pastoral emergency

Chris on vacation - Contact Tim in the church office in the event of a pastoral emergency

Chris on vacation 
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Hillsdale Community Church
United ChUrCh of Christ

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Interim Pastor Rev. Chris Hyde (chris@hillsdaleucc.org)Director of Music/Church Administrator Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)
Sexton/Interim Receptionist Julia Miller (julia@hillsdaleucc.org) Child Care Providers Sam Hinerfeld, Julia Miller

2016 Consistory Members: Rebecca Holt, President, Share Christ’s Word (503-866-0340 · rebeccah@lclark.edu); 
Cathy Thomas, Vice President, Personnel, Worship (503-246-9509 · elefun@aol.com); Drake Mitchell, Treasurer (240-
672-1738 · drakem@pdx.edu); Carl Wamser, Past President, Building Committee (503-504-4296 · wamserc@pdx.edu); 
Bob Brandon, Personnel, Capital Campaign, Fellowship Committee (503-313-0056 · Bob.Brandon@ltic.com); Cindy Van 
Loo (503-680-1146· cindyvanloo54@gmail.com); Carol Weber, Make a Difference (503-232-2703 · cweber@poetworld.net). 

I
n Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.

tidings
May 2016

2017 Women’s Retreat Planned
The fourth annual HCCUCC Women’s Retreat, “Under the 

Umbrella of Grace,” was another standout weekend, and 
the dates have already been set for next year’s gathering. Mark 
your calendars now for March 31-April 2, 2017, for a fabulous 
weekend of relaxation, fellowship, spiritual support, and plenty 
of time for self-care and fun. Once again we’ll be holding the 
retreat at the beautiful Scappoose Creek Inn. Under the able 
leadership of Anita Moss, this year’s event featured a time 
of deep sharing around the theme of grace at work in our 
lives (thank you to our facilitators, Cheryl Carbone and Pat 
Harding!); a group discussion of Anne Weems’ book, Putting 

the Amazing Back in Grace; 
and another powerful liturgy 
designed by Lynn Walser-Clark 
and supported by Margy Kleger 
at the piano. Once again we 
were treated to Diane Nelson’s 
show-stopping craft activities—
watch for our gorgeous 
handmade fascinators to appear 
at the next Friendship Tea!—

and enjoyed delicious catered meals. Donna Bestwick and 
Theresa Wechsler played our favorite songs for the traditional 
Saturday night sing-along, and this year we added a dance 
party to our festivities. A good time was had by all!

We hope all women of the congregation will try to join us 
for our retreat next year. And in the meantime, keep an eye out 
for photos from this year’s retreat, which will be posted soon.

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. 
An electronic version is available 
at www.hillsdaleucc.org. Send a 
request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to our email list. Tidings 
is edited and designed by Tim Ditch. Crossroads Community Garden held its grand opening on May 22. Representing HCCUCC 

at the celebration: Nayan Fleenor, Rebecca Holt, Pat Stenaros, Jim Ruyle, and Chris Hyde.
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