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Worship at HCC 
November 2010

November 7
Ecclesiastes 3:1-9
Matthew 6:19-21
Why Eat Dessert First?

November 14
Isaiah 65:17-25
Ring Out, Wild Bell!

November 21
Festival of Thanksgiving
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Philippians 4:4-9
Thanks and Giving

November 28
First Sunday in Advent
Greening of the Sanctuary
Isaiah 2:1-5
Matthew 24:36-44
Waking Up

Enjoy Dessert First! 
by elizabeth Pigg, stewardship Chair

On Sunday morning, November 7, you 
and your guest are invited for pie and 

hot beverages during worship at 10:30 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall. We celebrate our faith 
giving by Eating Dessert First.

In last month’s Tidings, we heard about a 
woman of faith named Lucille, who found 
that when she gave to God first, there was 
always a little bit left over. So, she enjoyed 
the best—giving to God—first, and then 
found she enjoyed the rest that much more.

We will enjoy the best first on Sunday, 
November 7 as we eat pie and ice cream 
right at the start of our service of worship. 

Dessert First Menu of 
Ministry Is on Its Way
Fourteen Hillsdale Community Church 

UCC Dessert First Menus of Ministry will 
journey from house to house throughout the 
congregation between November 7 and 21. How 
can you participate?
1. Take some moments to enjoy the Dessert First 

Menu of Ministry. Sample the many flavors of 
life at Hillsdale Community Church UCC!

2. Select the Faith-Giving envelope with your name 
from the envelope attached inside the Menu of 
Ministry.

3. Prayerfully consider your faith-giving amount 
and record the amount on your Faith-Giving 
Card for 2011. Help children complete their 
card, too.

4. Seal your Faith-Giving Card in your individual 
envelope and place it back into the plastic 
envelope. Check your name on the route list.

5. Call the next person on your list right away and 
set a time to pass the Menu of Ministry along 
within a day or two.

6. Inform your route leader that you have passed on the Menu of Ministry.
7. Rejoice as each “Menu of Ministry” is blessed on Sunday, November 21.

Thank you, Stewardship Team!

Julianne Bishop is our 
extraordinary resource 

person who has developed 
the 14 stewardship routes for 
our “Dessert First Menus of 
Ministry.” The people of Hillsdale 
Community Church say, “Thank 
you, Julie.” 

We extend our gratitude also 
to these 14 faithful route leaders 
as we enter with excitement into 
this joyful “Dessert First” time of 
generous giving: Bob Brandon, 
David Karkosky, Charlene 
Dickinson, Robert Ewing, Jon 
von Behren, Dennis Frengle, Sue 
Floyd, Dory Hobbs, Barbara Raz, 
Rebecca Holt, Mike Van Loo, 
Carol Weber, Robin Williams, and 
Gary Wolff.

A Word of Thanks
by Anita Moss

I wanted to recognize and 
give a big THANK YOU to 

all the prayer shawl creators 
by name: Pam Shelton sews 
her shawls. Pat Stenaros, 
Margaret Bronson, Jayne 
Saylor, and Anita Moss have 
knit shawls. Sometimes 
shawls are left in the office 
with no name, so please 
let me know if I’ve missed 
anyone.  

We welcome anyone who 
wants to join us in making 
shawls. No experience 
is required—we’ll gladly 
train. Please contact me at 
503-246-6874 if you’d like 
to help.
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explain 
a 2000 
year-old 
reading and 
be relevant 
to your life 
today; transform and uplift; 
include personal stories 
and apply to all who hear; 
be helpful to both the first-
time visitor and the life-long 
church attender; avoid jargon 
while imparting the special 
nature of the Christ-life; be 
well-constructed as literary 
work and well-delivered as 
an oral work; and, most of 
all, communicate the work of 
the Living Christ—all in 13 
minutes or less? 

Well, sometimes a sermon 
might be some of those 
things. But, really, a sermon 
is a story—the story of the 
interaction between God and 
people. And by their very 
presence, our guest preachers

(continued p. 3, Pastor)

different voices bringing 
us the word of God during 
the sermon time. We have 
heard from a retired pastor 
(Elizabeth Pigg of our own 
congregation), a lay person 
(Jeannine Murrell of Forest 
Grove UCC), a student 
pastor (in-care student Tracy 
Barnowe), and members of 
our Sunday School class. We 
also heard a living testimony 
from a church member who 
spoke of the work of the 
church in her own life during 
some tender and difficult days 
(Brenda Koenig).

I am grateful for the 
courage and the spiritual 
depth of our guests. They 
agreed to perform an unusual 
task, because a sermon is 
not like any other piece of 
communication. What should 
a good sermon be? Should 
it be both scholarly and 
accessible to everyone; make 
you laugh and make you cry; 

Two different lively groups 
have gathered once a 

week to “Live the Questions” 
during the last six weeks, 
enjoying the voices of many 
different thinkers, scholars, 
and ministers engaging 
questions about what it means 
to be a progressive Christian 
in these times. It was 
especially enjoyable for those 
who got to meet her in person 
at our fall gathering (Jon von 
Behren, Nayan Fleenor, Jim 
Ruyle, Jeff Brownell, and me) 
to experience our keynote 
speaker Yvette Flunder’s 
words of wisdom. Flunder, 
a preacher and community 
organizer from San Francisco, 
left us all inspired.

She reminded us that there 
are many ways to praise and 
worship God. I was glad to 
hear that, because we have 
been doing just that here at 
Hillsdale in October, as we 
experimented with many 

Letter from the Pastor

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Thanksgiving 
Feast Celebrates 
Traditions
We will have our church 

family’s traditional 
Thanksgiving feast in 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
November 21, following the 
Festival of Thanksgiving 
worship service. You are 
invited to bring a favorite 
dish from your family’s 
Thanksgiving tradition to 
share with your church family. 
Please call Paul Gonzales 
at 503-459-3382 if you can 
help with set-up, serving, or 
clean-up.

Calling All 
Turkeys!
During the 

coming weeks you 
may have an opportunity 
to purchase a turkey 
(large is good!) at a very 
reasonable price at one of the 
supermarket chains. If you 
are unable to use the turkey, 
please consider donating it to 
the church for a Glisan Street 
meal. Just place the turkey 
in the freezer downstairs in 
the storage area behind the 
church kitchen, and it will 
be used to make a nutritious 
casserole for a meal at the 
homeless shelter.

Blood Donations Appreciated by Many by Margy Kleger

Hillsdale’s fall Blood 
Drive on October 5 was 

a pleasant surprise in the 
number of units we collected. 
Although we fell slightly short 
of our goal of 30, we got close 
with 27 units of blood! We 
had several “walk-ins” which 
helped tremendously.

I want to acknowledge 

and thank canteen workers 
Margaret Bronson and Donna 
Bestwick, as well as all our 
wonderful donors: Dana 
Schwartz, Barbara Raz, Jarod 
Hobbs, Anita and Greg Moss, 
Garin Haley, Jim and Estelle 
Keating, Dennis Frengle, Pat 
Stenaros, Colin Kanewski, Jim 
Ruyle, Cathy Wyrick, Mary 

Stenaros, Don Beard, Wayne 
Trosper, Chelsea Spencer, 
Charlene Dickinson, Dan and 
Robyn Berry, Paul Hantke, Pat 
Leach, Nayan Fleenor, Steve 
Lewis, Amy Mase, Daniel 
House, Sue Ahern, Kiana 
Yandell, Wayne Thompson, 
and Carol Doyle.

Please mark your calendars 
now for the spring Blood 
Drive on Wednesday, May 
18, from 4 to 7 p.m. We have 
a goal of 21 units then, so the 
length of the drive is shorter.

And thank you for giving 
about 70 people another 
chance at life!

HCC Budget Report—September 30, 2010
Budget

September
Actual

September
Budget

Year-to-Date
Actual

Year-to-Date
Income $15,926.59 $13,989.15 $142,539.31 $140,601.95
Expenses $20,506.06 $19,119.40 $148,913.99 $135,401.97
Surplus (Deficit) $(4,579.47) $(5,130.25) $(6,374.68) $5,199.98
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November 2010
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

6:30p Living the Questions, LIB

2
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

3
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
11:30a Living the Questions, 
LIB

1:30p Tai Chi, FH

4
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

5 6

7
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service, FH

2:00p Edgewood Downs

8
Glisan Street Meal
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

6:00p Living the Questions, LIB

9
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

1:00p Martha Circle, LIB

10
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

11
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, PO

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

12 13
9:00a-1:00p All-Church 
Work Day

14
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:45a Worship God Joyfully 
Meeting, LIB

15
Tidings Deadline
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

6:30p Heaing Service 
Supper, FH

7:00p Heaing Service, SANC

16
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Consistory Meeting, FH

7:00p Foundation 
Meeting, WORK

17
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

18
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

19 20

21
Festival of Thanksgiving
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:30a Thanksgiving 
Feast, FH

22
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

23
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

24
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

25
Thanksgiving Day 
Church Office Closed

26
Church Office Closed

27

28
First Sunday of Advent
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:30a Greening of the 
Sanctuary, SANC

29
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

30
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

december 1
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
1:30p Tai Chi, FH

2
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

Coming Up in December
Sunday, 12/12 Christmas Dessert Concert, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 12/21 Longest Night Service, 7:00 p.m.
Friday, 12/24  Christmas Eve Festival of Lessons and Carols, 

8:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12/26  Spontaneous Christmas Pageant for All Ages, 

10:30 a.m.

CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot SANC=Sanctuary

Daylight Saving Time ends November 7. 
Remember to turn your clock back 
one hour on Saturday, November 6!

Pastor (continued from p. 2)

told us a story before they even spoke a 
word. That story was, “I am willing to use 
my gifts in the service of God and this 
church. I am willing to be vulnerable and 
humble enough to explore what the word 
of God might mean for me and for this 
community. I am willing to speak about 
these things with you.” 

Praise God, friends, that we have a 
community where many gifts are seen and 
heard, and where many gifts are given the 
opportunity to shine. We are blessed indeed.

Books (continued from p. 4)

entering all books into a computerized 
database, and cataloging new books. 
This is an ongoing project, and if you 
are interested in helping with any part 
of it, please see Pastor Jennifer.

Dressing Up For the Holidays…
Our building, that is. We have a 

couple of opportunities to get 
together and get our building dressed 
up for Advent and Christmas. 

The first opportunity is Saturday, 
November 13—our next all-church 
work day. There are projects to be 
completed both indoors and out. The 
day runs from 9 to about 1. Come for 
the whole time, or for a little while. For 
ideas about projects that you’d like to 
see worked on during work day, contact 
Mike Van Loo.

Then, on Sunday November 28, plan 

to stay after worship to decorate the tree 
as together we green the Sanctuary.  

There’s always plenty of good 
fellowship and laughter at both of these 
events, and there is usually something 
good to eat, too. See you there!
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Friendraising on November 7
Looking forward to 

enjoying pie and 
ice cream during our 

special worship service in 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
November 7? Maybe you 
know someone else who 
would enjoy that too. Invite 
a friend to worship that day 
in celebration of the national 
United Church of Christ’s 
Friend-Raising weekend, 
November 5-7. 

“We will launch our 
next video ad on Friday, 
November 5, with the help 
of members and friends who 
will share it with millions 
across the internet,” says 
the Rev. Felix Carrion, 

coordinator of the UCC’s 
Stillspeaking Ministry. Watch 
for the ad on the 5th—
available via email, Facebook, 
Twitter, and YouTube—and 
share it with a friend as you 
invite them to worship with 
you on the 7th.

Five first-time visitors will 
receive a special gift bag on 
November 7. In addition, the 
UCC church with the most 
first-time visitors per capita 
on that Sunday (out of the 
nation’s approximately 5300 
congregations) will receive a 
prize for every member of the 
congregation. Let’s go for it! 
See you, and your friends, in 
church on November 7.

Suppers for Seven Thanks
Thanks to each participant 

in the Fall 2010 Suppers 
for Seven. New and 
deepening friendships are 
the result, as many delicious 
menus were shared and lively 
conversations were enjoyed!

The hosts who opened 
their homes for the small 
group times of food and 

friendship in September and 
October were: Lynn Wolff, 
Evan and Rebecca Holt, Trudi 
and Dennis Frengle, Ruth 
Ruznak, Joan and Fred Raz, 
Pam Shelton, Jon von Behren, 
Robin Williams, Mike and 
Cindy Van Loo, and Howard 
and Elizabeth Pigg. Thanks to 
all of you!

Stage and FH Get a Face-lift
Have you been downstairs 

lately? The new 
classroom on the stage has 
transformed the space that 
was previously known as 
“storage,” but in reality was 
mostly a stopping point for 
stuff we didn’t know what to 
do with anymore. Check it 
out! Accolades to Teacher 
Millie and her family of 
Sunny Hills Preschool 
for hours of work to 

complete this transformation.
And, the Fellowship 

Hall floor is looking shiny 
and resplendent thanks to 
the six new layers of polish 
added by Jon von Behren, 
working through one long 
night. Thanks to the crew 
who helped with the project, 
including moving the 
furniture in and out of the 
room including Jon, Gary, 
Lynn, Mike, Howard, Dennis.

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (pastor@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)
Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld Custodian  Terry Cornell

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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A Congregation Filled with Love

Becky and I are 
working on our j

ourney to bett
er health. We 

started in Febr
uary with a terrible il

lness that resu
lted in brain 

seizures. Becky’s right sid
e was totally para

lyzed and her 
speech 

and thinking p
rocess significantly impaired. One of the bless

ings in 

our lives has b
een everyone in

 Hillsdale Community Church. First, 

we will always remember that the c
hurch was willing to fund 

the flight for o
ur Pastor to c

ome over and be 
a comfort to us in 

our darkest hou
rs. Then, after 

after being over
 11 weeks in intensiv

e 

care, we finally returned 
to Portland and

 some of our first visitors 

were from HCC. When we came home from the hospital it
 has 

been the members of Hillsdale who have steppe
d up and prov

ided 

much of our food
 while we are recovering

. In addition, 
several of you 

have come over just to b
e with Becky and make her life more like it 

should be. For 
all your help, 

we thank you. W
e do not know

 what 

the future will bring us, bu
t having friend

s like we do at Hillsdale 

Community Church has been
 an important step in

 our recovery. W
e 

will be forever gr
ateful.

    Clyde and Becky Saylor

Books for People of the Book
From ancient times, well-

stocked libraries have 
been signs of communities 
that appreciate curiosity, 
intelligence, history, ideas, 
and the arts. We are working 
to create such a place here at 
Hillsdale, a place where we 
appreciate all these things!

If you have noticed and 
enjoyed the library books 

available on the Narthex 
counter, head on down the 
hall and check out the rest 
of the books on the shelves. 
There are many new and 
classic selections for all ages 
and many interests. Office 
volunteers are working on 
organizing the books by 
Dewey Decimal number,

(continued on p. 3, Books)


