
Dear HCCUCC Family,
Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!
Thank you so much for the lovely “goodbye/moving” party!  I so enjoyed being able to attend and to partake of the wonderful cake and pies. The cards you gave me were very special. I only allowed myself to open a few each day as we traveled to Denver; that way I could savor each card!  Thank you so much for your kind words!

You will always be my “church family,” for you have been with me all the way on my spiritual 
journey.  You, through your love and friendship, have allowed me so many experiences for 
growing in my faith...giving me opportunities for leadership, for mission, for study, and for 
expressing my faith through music. I love you all, and you will be in my heart as I begin a new 
adventure in Colorado and as you begin visioning your future as the church “on the hill.”One of my favorite hymns says:

If you will trust in God to guide you, and hope in God through all your ways, God will give strength whate’er betide you, to bear you thru the evil days. Who trusts in God’s unchanging love builds on the rock that will not move.
Thank you again for the many opportunities to serve our Lord together!  Hope to visit you one day soon.  Love and blessings,

Barbara

Van loaded and ready to go

Van arrives in Denver!
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From the Pastor by Chris Hyde

Has it already been a year? The calendar 
says that it was one year ago that I came 

to Hillsdale Community Church. It has been 
quite a year filled with lots of ups and downs, 
and I want to thank you all for being an 
amazing church! I’m thankful for the work we’ve been able to 
do together and I look forward to the work that is still ahead.

Now that I’ve hit the one-year mark, I can tell that we are 
in the depths of some of the hard work that we have to do 
together. Yes, there have been tensions. Yes, we are dealing 
with balancing the budget next year. Yes, we are all concerned 
about vision and the future. These are the pains of a church in 
transition and I know that there is a great deal of anxiety about 
it all. 

At the same time, the tension of everything seemingly 
coming to a head has brought some fantastic movement in the 
right direction. I am so thankful for the two groups that are 
going through the book Real Good Church and the fantastic 
discussions that are being had. We needed this! We now have 
groups of people thinking, talking, praying, and engaging in 
the revitalization of this church. This is fantastic news and I’m 
so thankful for the new energy this has created. Only good can 
come from all of this!

In the midst of the anxiety and uncertainty, I want to stress 
the need for all of us to trust the process. A snapshot at any 
point gives just a peek at what is seen at that moment. But 
there is so much more going on than what is seen in any given 
moment and we are building things step by step. Like going 
“under the knife” for surgery, the process may not be much 
fun, but the end result is greater healing. We are trusting God 
for the healing and health that is ahead for this church. We just 
have to go through this uncomfortable time of “surgery” for a 
while. But in the midst of the pain of this “surgery,” don’t get 
frustrated and give up. Trust the process. Trust the healing that 
will come. Trust what God is doing even if you can’t always see 
the future healing yet.

I want to bring us back to two important verses that we need 
to remember during these uncertain times:

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
and do not let them be afraid.”  —John 14:27

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on 
your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he 
will make straight your paths.”  —Proverbs 3:5-6

May we trust in God and not in ourselves or our own 
thinking during this time. God is the one who will guide us 
through this process and make our paths straight in the end. 
And may the peace of Jesus calm our hearts as we trust the 
process. Amen!

Getting to Know Mike Van Loo
by Kathy Schneller

This article is the second in a series to help members and 
newcomers at HCC get to know each other a little bit better, and 
to spotlight some of our volunteer efforts as well. We begin by 
featuring members of the Pastoral Search Committee.

Mike Van Loo’s contribution to Hillsdale Community 
Church has been outstanding in many ways. He’s 

regularly volunteered for marathon hours, provided us with 
specialized knowledge and skills, and worked on a wide variety 
of projects. To understand how he’s accomplished all this, why 
he’s done it, and how he’s managed to enjoy himself along the 
way, it’s helpful to know a little about his background, because 
the fact is that Mike lives the rest of his life in this way too.

Growing up on a dairy farm in Tillamook contributed to his 
strong work ethic, although, like many of us, not at first! He 
remembers that he didn’t always enjoy his chores as a kid, but as 
he grew up he began to appreciate “the structure they provided,” 
and also “the rhythms and unique experiences of farm life.” 
Similarly his appreciation of teamwork and desire to contribute 
to his church family may be related to the fact that he comes 
from a large family. So large, actually, that he has more than a 
hundred cousins, although so far he has only two kids and two 
grandkids of his own, or “big family tree to bonsai,” as he puts 
it. Yet another part of Mike loves adventure and fun, although 
that’s tied to family too. He has jumped out of an airplane, but 
did it with his son. He used to ride motorcycles and dirt bikes, 
but has since put it aside for family considerations. 

Fittingly then, Mike and his wife Cindy discovered HCC 
through a family connection. Their son became friends with 
Marian Dunlap’s grandson when the two boys attended the 
same neighborhood preschool together. As a result, the Van 
Loos got to know the Dunlap family, and Marian soon began to 
invite the Van Loos to church services. Mike was attracted by 
the self-governing style of HCC, the friends they all made here, 
the fact that the church was within walking distance of their 
home, and the hilltop location with the view of Mt. Hood, and 
eventually he and his family joined up.

His appreciation for Hillsdale’s setting reflects a lifelong 
interest in building and landscape design. One childhood 
project, a wooden shelter he built at the end of his driveway, 
served as a place for him and his friends to wait for the bus 
together, and was an early example of the ways his interest 
could provide a better, more enjoyable space for others. He 
initially wanted to be a carpenter, then an architect, and finally 
became an engineer who retained a love for architecture and 
landscape. Those interests show in the work Mike has done as 
the chair of Hillsdale’s building and grounds committee. 

He’s enjoyed dabbling in various other volunteer positions at 
the church as well. He has helped with Glisan/Hoyt Street food

(continued on page 4)
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November 2016 (visit our live calendar at www.hillsdaleucc.org/calendar)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

2
10:00a Meals on Wheels MC

1:30p Adult Study Group MH

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

3
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

4 5

6
2:00a Daylight Saving Time 

Ends • Set Clocks 
Back One Hour!

9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:30a Children’s Sunday 
School SS

11:45a Fellowship First 
Salad Luncheon, FH

7 8
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

9
1:30p Adult Study Group MH

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

10
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

11
 Veterans Day • 

Church Office Closed

12

13
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:30a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

14
 Transition Projects/

Hoyt St Meal KI,BC

7:00p Consistory Meeting, MH

15
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

16
10:00a Tidings Deadline
1:30p Adult Study Group MH

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

7:00p Foundation Meeting, MR

17
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

18 19

20
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Festival of 
Thanksgiving 
Worship Service SA

10:30a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

11:45a Thanksgiving Feast, FH

21 22
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

23
1:30p Adult Study Group MH

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

24
 Thanksgiving Day • 

Church Office Closed

25
 Church Office Closed

26

27
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

28 29
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

30
1:30p Adult Study Group MH

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

december 1
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

2 3

BC=Bud Clark Commons (655 NW Hoyt St) FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch (SW Barbur at 19th) KI=Kitchen LL=Lower Parking Lot MH=Mt Hood Room
MC=Multnomah Arts Center (7688 SW Capitol Hwy) R4=Room 4, Education Wing SA=Sanctuary UL=Upper Parking Lot

Annual Thanksgiving Feast 
Celebrates Traditions
We will have our church family’s traditional Thanksgiving 

feast in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 20, 
following the Festival of Thanksgiving worship service. You are 
invited to bring a favorite dish from your family’s Thanksgiving 
tradition to share with your church family.

Sign-up sheets are available in the Narthex. Please contact 
Paul Gonzales (paulsings@thewoofen.com or 503-234-8600) 
if you can help with set-up, serving, or clean-up, or if you have 
questions.

Special Events Planned for 
Advent and Christmas
Sunday, December 11, 6:30 p.m. • Christmas Dessert Concert • 
Tickets go on sale Sunday, November 20.

Saturday, December 24, 4:00 p.m. • Christmas Eve Festival of 
Lessons and Carols

Sunday, December 25 • We will not have a service on 
Christmas Day. Spend the day with your family!
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Interim Pastor Rev. Chris Hyde (chris@hillsdaleucc.org)Director of Music/Church Administrator Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)
Sexton Julia Miller (julia@hillsdaleucc.org) Child Care Providers Sam Hinerfeld, Julia Miller

2016 Consistory Members: Rebecca Holt, President, Share Christ’s Word (503-866-0340 · rebeccah@lclark.edu); 
Cathy Thomas, Vice President, Personnel, Worship (503-246-9509 · elefun@aol.com); Drake Mitchell, Treasurer (240-
672-1738 · drakem@pdx.edu); Carl Wamser, Past President, Building Committee (503-504-4296 · wamserc@pdx.edu); 
Bob Brandon, Personnel, Capital Campaign, Fellowship Committee (503-313-0056 · Bob.Brandon@ltic.com); Cindy Van 
Loo (503-680-1146· cindyvanloo54@gmail.com); Carol Weber, Make a Difference (503-232-2703 · cweber@poetworld.net). 

I
n Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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delivery, been a member of Consistory, serves as a Stephen 
Minister and Stephen Leader, helps out on Sunday as an usher 
and a communion server, and worked with another HCC 
team to serve Loaves and Fishes meals. Serving meals at the 
Glisan Street shelter stood out for him because he could see the 
appreciative responses of the men as they enjoyed the meals we 
provide. 

What he likes about volunteering for team projects is 
the camaraderie and the fact that you can accomplish so 
much more together. He’d like to see it regain its importance 
at Hillsdale, and remembers a time when more people 
volunteered for hands-on, team-centered tasks around the 
church, making the work more enjoyable for everyone. “Earlier 
generations considered it natural to pitch in” and generously 
donate their time and resources, and “they passed that 
tradition on to their children.” He mentions the late Bob Miller, 
for instance, who was so fun to work with and was always 
volunteering for that kind of thing, and also former President 
Jimmy Carter’s volunteer work for Habitat for Humanity, an 
organization for which Mike has also volunteered. Today we 
tend to overvalue personal gains and financial rewards, and 
volunteer work can be an important corrective. On the other 
hand, he doesn’t want people to be made to feel guilty. Ideally, 

we’d each just do what we 
can in the time we have 
available and contribute 
whatever resources we 
can spare.

Mike’s most recent 
volunteer position is as a 
member of the Pastoral 
Search Committee. He’s 

been impressed with “the intensity and focus” of his fellow 
committee members and the great effort they’ve put into 
listening to the members of our congregation. He thinks people 
would be surprised at how difficult it’s been just collecting all 
that information. The current challenge for the group, he says, 
lies in “trying to bring the different points of view together and 
finding an individual that can fulfill all of that—that whole 
spectrum.” But, he adds, “there has to be some give and take” 
between people with diverse aims and opinions about who our 
next pastor should be.

Mike is concerned by society’s reliance on social media and 
other such communication methods. He sees church as one 
way to bring people back together, to forge the connectedness 
that may be slipping away from us as we meet each other less 
and less often in person. But he is encouraged as he watches his 
children find their own ways to stay connected to their friends 
down through the years, and expects that his grandchildren 
will invent new methods that will work for them too.

As we’ve seen at Hillsdale, when Mike has an idea about 
what he’d like to see in the world, the next time you see him he’s 
out there designing, building, and putting the finishing touches 
on it. That ability to actualize a vision, to make things come to 
exist in the real world, makes Mike another indispensable part 
of our Pastoral Search Committee.

PSBS Breaks for Real Good Church
The Post Sabbath Bible Study group is taking a break for a 

couple of months so that folks can participate in the “Real 
Good Church” study. The group will resume its study of “Bad 
Girls of the Bible” after the first of the new year.

Tidings is published monthly by Hillsdale 
Community Church, United Church of Christ. 
The printed version is produced on recycled 
paper. An electronic version is available at 
www.hillsdaleucc.org. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added to our 
email list. Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.


