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Worship at HCC 
October 2009

October 4
World Communion Sunday
Isaiah 43: 1-7; 16-21

October 11
Presentation by Dr. Dick White of
Zimbabwe Artists’ Project
Mark 10:17-31

October 18
Guest preacher
In-care student Tracy Barnowe
Mark 10:35-45

October 25
Mark 10:46-52

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Domtar EarthChoice® 
environmentally responsible paper. 
A full-color electronic version is 
available via e-mail. Send a request 
to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be 
added to the e-mail list. Tidings is 
edited and designed by Tim Ditch.

Blood Drive Draws on HCCUCC Community
Every two seconds someone in the 

United States needs blood. That’s a lot of 
blood.

But only five percent of the eligible US 
population donates blood 
in any given year. Healthy 
donors are the only source of 
blood. Currently, there is no 
substitute.

Blood is needed for emergencies 
and for people who have cancer, blood 
disorders, sickle cell, anemia, and other 
illnesses. Some people need regular blood 
transfusions to live.

HCC’s Fall Blood Drive for Red Cross 

is Tuesday, October 6, from 2:00 until 
7:00 p.m. The mobile unit will be in the 
lower parking lot; registration and check-in 
will take place in Fellowship Hall.

Our goal is 30 units of 
blood. That means we will 
need 40 donors! You can 
choose the time that is most 

convenient for you by signing up in the 
Narthex. The whole process takes about an 
hour, but giving other people the chance at 
life is well worth the time.

Whether you are one of the faithful 
repeat donors or a first-timer, please sign up 
to donate blood!

Top 10 Reasons to Give Blood

HCC’s Fall Blood Drive is 
Tuesday, October 6

10 You will get free juice and 
cookies.

9
You will weigh less—one pint 
less when you leave than when 
you came in.

8 It’s easy and convenient—it only 
takes about an hour.

7
It’s something you can spare—
most people have blood to 
spare…yet, there is still not 
enough to go around.

6
Nobody can ask you to do any 
heavy lifting as long as you have 
the bandage on. You can wear it 
for as long as you like—it’s your 
badge of honor!

5
You will walk a little taller 
afterwards—you will feel good 
about yourself.

4
You will be helping to ensure 
that blood is there when you or 
someone close to you may need 
it. Most people don’t think they’ll 
ever need blood, but many do.

3
It’s something you can do on 
equal footing with the rich and 
famous—blood is something 
money can’t buy, only something 
one person can give to another.

2

You will be someone’s hero—you 
may give a newborn, a child, a 
mother or a father, a brother, 
or a sister another chance at 
life. In fact, you may help save 
up to three lives with just one 
donation.

1 It’s the right thing to do.

© 2009 The American Red Cross
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community 
garden 
space 
on our 
property. 
As those 
conver-
sations continue, there 
are sure to be moments of 
discomfort, of transcendence, 
and moments of just plain 
work. It is on these, that real 
life relationships built on deep 
knowing, are built. Thanks be 
to God!

Jennifer

was transportingly beautiful, 
like when we prayed together 
in Hebrew before meals. But 
most of the time, it was just, 
well, life. Like any college 
roommates, we stayed up 
too late, watched each other’s 
relationships come and go, 
and argued about whose 
turn it was to clean out 
the refrigerator. Through 
conversation, work, and 
play, I gained a much deeper 
understanding of Judaism 
than I could have from any 
class.

Recently we have entered 
into conversation with 
Hillsdale Terrace, the housing 
project across the street 
from the church, about 
how we might partner with 
them—perhaps by creating a 

When I was in college, 
I lived for a year with 

a group of mostly Jewish 
students in a campus house 
called Hebrew House. With 
the other students, I followed 
the rhythms of the Jewish 
calendar, including eating 
a Sabbath meal together on 
Friday nights and celebrating 
holidays together. I did not 
ask a lot of questions or read a 
lot of books; instead I learned 
about Judaism that year by 
living it. 

Sometimes it was 
uncomfortable, as I 
was confronted by 
Christianity’s sometimes 
shameful relationship with 
Judaism, or as I tried to 
follow customs I did not 
understand. Sometimes it 

Conversation with Pastor Jennifer

HCC Budget Report—August 31, 2009
Budget
August

Actual
August

Budget
Year-to-Date

Actual
Year-to-Date

Income $14,731.67 $14,545.10 $121,253.33 $117,835.78
Expenses $15,760.14 $14,653.59 $121,658.65 $116,207.46
Surplus (Deficit) $(1,028.47) $(108.49) $(405.32) $1,628.32

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

Art of 
Zimbabwe to 
Fill Sanctuary
Hillsdale Community 

Church has the honor 
of welcoming art from the 
Zimbabwe Artists Project 
(ZAP) to our sanctuary 
during the month of October. 
All the art on display will also 
be for sale.

ZAP celebrates the artistry 
and accomplishments of 
women from rural Weya in 
eastern Zimbabwe. Through 
education, sale of their art in 
the U.S., and special projects, 
ZAP helps women become 
economically self-sufficient. 
Women of Weya are 
subsistence farmers, mothers, 
and householders as well 
as artists. Most women live 
on their own, providing for 
families. Some are widowed, 
others are single heads of 
households, since throughout 
Zimbabwe men leave the 
rural areas to seek work in 
cities.

Women’s income from 
agriculture is unpredictable 
and limited. Sales of their 
art helps women afford 
food, clothing, school 
fees, medicines, transport, 
seeds, and fertilizer. Since 
the market for Weya art 
in Zimbabwe is extremely 
limited, sales in the U.S. are 
critical. ZAP pays much 
more than any other buyer, 
delivering cash at the time of 
purchase, and provides health 
care to the artists.

Dr. Dick White, director of 
ZAP, will worship with us on 
October 11 and be available 
after worship to answer 
questions.

Tracy Barnowe, one of 
our two in-care students, 

will visit us on Sunday 
October 18. The service that 
day will be co-led by Tracy, a 
student in Berkeley at Pacific 
School of Religion, and Pastor 
Jennifer.

There will be plenty of 
time after the service at 
Celebration Sunday for 
conversation and catching 
up. Make sure to come and 
meet Tracy for the first time, 

A Visit from Our In-care Student
or say hello again if she is an 
old friend! Be sure to read the 
update from Tracy on page 6 
of this newsletter.

We support our in-care 
students financially and 
spiritually as they attend 
seminary and seek their first 
call to ministry. Our other in-
care student, Mark Roberts, 
graduated last June and is 
actively interviewing for 
positions as a church pastor in 
the St. Louis, Missouri, area.

Bake Bread 
Before We 
Break Bread
Ever wondered where the 

bread for communion 
comes from? We would like to 
invite the youth of the church 
to help bake the bread for our 
All Saints day service. Join us 
in the kitchen on Saturday, 
October 31 (yes, Halloween!) 
at 9:00 a.m. to mix up some 
dough and have a little fun. 
Please contact Elizabeth 
Karkosky (e-karkosky@
hotmail.com or 503-929-
2459) if you or your child plan 
on attending.
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Update from Tracy Barnowe
I hope this note finds you 

well and in good spirits. Life 
is going really well here in 
California. I am feeling very 
grateful and extremely blessed 
as I enter my (almost) final 
year of seminary.

The girls and I are all 
starting school together again 
this fall. Faye is entering 
sixth grade, and Rosemary 
is in pre-school. Faye is 
practicing her reading and 
going through three and 
four books per day, and 
Rosemary is delighted to have 
mastered the bicycle with 
training wheels. They both are 
growing like weeds, it seems 
that at least once a week I 
have to get rid of a pair of 
their pants that are suddenly 
three inches too short! Faye 
turned six on August 28, 
and on that day she sat me 
down for a “talk.” She told 
me very solemnly that it 
bothers her when I call her 
“little girl,” because she’s not 
little anymore, she’s six! She 
requested that I henceforth 
call her “big girl.” How could I 
possibly argue?! Motherhood 
is such a blessing :-D

We had a full summer, 
as I was taking three classes 
and doing an independent 
research project as a fourth. 
I spent the summer studying 
ethics in film and researching 
harvest metaphors in the 
Old Testament, and at 
the same time took First 
Year Hebrew—a six-week 
intensive. For my final project, 
I translated eleven verses 
from the book of Genesis. 
It was a wonderful and 
transformational experience 
to read a part of the Old 
Testament in its original 
language. I don’t think that 
any English translation truly 
does justice to the poetry and 
nuance and richness of the 
original texts. This summer I 
also had the pleasure of a visit 
from Nayan Fleenor. It was 
so nice to see her and hear 
how all of you are doing at my 
beloved home church.

This past year I have 
discovered a deep passion for 
studying the Bible, especially 
the Old Testament. I truly 
enjoy learning the history, the 
culture, and the language 
 continued on page 4 

Admit it. Even though 
you’re grown up now, 

you still like to dress up for 
Halloween. The question: 
what to do once you have 
your costume on? The answer: 
Bring yourself and a friend 
to A Little Fright Music on 
Friday, October 30, at 7:00.

This hour of organ 
music—some spooky, some 
humorous, but all enjoyable—
includes a suite from Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of 
the Opera, A Diet of Worms 
by Michael Horvit, and PDQ 
Bach’s Toot Suite.

Will you be able to pick 
our own Tim Ditch out of 

the crowd of 
featured local 
organists 
(including 
Tom Curry, 
Don Frueh, 
and Karen 
Corbett) or 
will he be too 
cleverly disguised? Come and 
see for yourself!

Seasonal refresh ments 
will be served following 
the concert. Costumes are 
encouraged but not required.

The free concert takes place 
in the Sanctuary. Donations 
to the Pipes and Pipes Project 
will be accepted.

Faith Formation for 
Thinking Christians
Are you curious about 

what it means to live 
faithfully in the 21st century? 
Are you new to Christian life 
and looking for some basic 
information? Are you a more 
seasoned person of faith, 
looking for new inspiration? 
Or, are you a person who 
enjoys food and fellowship 
with others? If you answered 
yes to any of these questions, 
please consider joining a 
Living the Questions class 
this fall.

Living the Questions is a 
six-week course of inviation, 
initiation, and spiritual 
formation for thinking 
Christians. It will be offered 
two times during the week to 
accommodate both daytime 

and evening schedules. The 
material covered in both 
classes will be identical, 
so you need only sign up 
for one session. For more 
information, please contact 
Becky Meier, Jim Ruyle, 
Dennis Frengle, or Pastor 
Jennifer. Childcare will be 
provided.

Living the Questions
Evening Session
Mondays, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
October 5–November 9
Dinner provided

Living the Questions
Lunchtime Session 
Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
October 7–November 11
Bring a brown bag lunch

Local Organists Scare Up 
A Little Fright Music for 
Halloween Concert

Bidders peruse items at the recent Art and Dessert Auction benefitting the Pipes and 
Pipes Project. More than $3,400 was raised.
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Consistory Update by sue floyd

On Tuesday, September 15, 
Consistory gathered 

with Foundation board and 
congregation members who 
had accepted our invitation to 
an open meeting.

We met with John Keating 
from the Housing Authority 
of Portland (HAP) and heard 
his report on the hopes for 
Hillsdale Terrace.

Hillsdale Terrace is a low-
income housing complex 
adjacent to our property. HAP 
hopes to raze and rebuild 
Hillsdale Terrace, starting in 
early 2010, with funds from 
several sources including HUD.

We have been invited to 
assist in this project that 
will benefit many families in 
this area. Our contribution 
would be the leasing of a part 
of our grounds. It is exciting 
to think of a part of our 
property being developed into 
a community garden that can 
be used by Terrace residents, 

other neighbors, and our 
congregation. 

Another benefit of working 
with HAP on this project 
would be a new and improved 
playground for the use of 
the Terrace residents, other 
neighbors, our congregation, 
and Sunny Hills Preschool.

A task force, headed by 
Mike Van Loo, will review the 
needs and our resources to 
determine to what extent we 
can participate in this project. 
Jon von Behren has already 
joined the task force; if you 
want to join them, please get 
in touch with Mike.

This is an opportunity 
for us to reach out to our 
neighbors and make a real 
difference in our community.

Printed material is 
available in the Narthex, and 
members of the Consistory 
are always available to 
answer questions and hear 
comments.

The Stewardship Team, 
led by Elizabeth Pigg, 

is diligently planning and 
preparing for the Hillsdale 
Family Photo Albums which 
will journey through the 
congregation during the first 
three weeks of November. The 
photo albums tell a picture 
story of our Hillsdale church 
family, and also contain a 
faith giving card, so each 
household can carefully 
consider its financial giving 
to the church in 2010, before 

Newcomers’ 
Lunch Planned

Whether you’ve visited 
Hillsdale Community 
Church – UCC a time or 
two, or you’ve been attending 
a while, you’re invited to 
the newcomers’ lunch 
after church on Sunday, 
October 11. This a great 
chance to share a little of your 
own faith story, meet others 
new to the congregation, and 
learn about this particular 
family of faith.  

Those who are ready to 
join as members will be 
welcomed in worship the 
following Sunday, October 18.  
For more information about 
the newcomers’ lunch, 
check with Elizabeth Pigg, 
elizabeth.home@juno.com or 
503-892-8980.

Lighting Up 
HCCUCC

passing on the album to 
another family. 

Although each family’s 
individual contribution will 
be seen only by recording 
secretary Barbara Raz, 
knowing the total amount 
promised by the entire 
congregation will help our 
vibrant, growing church to 
better plan for next year. If 
you have any questions about 
giving to the church, please 
talk with Elizabeth Pigg or 
Pastor Jennifer.

of the ancient scriptures. I 
enjoy seeking out their lost 
meanings, and incorporating 
them into my sermons and 
research projects. I decided 
early this summer to change 
my degree program into 
a combination Master of 
Divinity/Master of Arts in 
Biblical Studies. Amazingly 
enough, I will still be able 
to complete both of these 
degrees within my original 
timetable for just one.

This term I am taking four 
classes and commencing 
work on my Masters Thesis. 
I am taking Archaeology 
in the Near East, Intro to 
Judaism, Medieval Mystics, 
and a class that studies the 
Rabbinical commentaries 
and interpretations from 
 continued next column 

around a.d. 100 through 
the medieval period. It is 
really interesting to compare 
the differences between 
the Jewish mystics and the 
Christian mystics as they 
interpreted the ancient texts, 
deepened their spirituality, 
and expressed their faith.

At the beginning of this 
semester I got a very part-
time job at a local UCC 
church near my house. They 
hired me to be their Director 
of Family and Spiritual 
Ministries. They are an older, 
small church, and remind me 
so much of Hillsdale when I 
began attending in 1998. They 
are warm and loving and have 

Barnowe, continued from page 3

embraced me and the girls. 
Life is full!

I’m looking forward 
to seeing everyone on 
October 18. Pastor Jennifer 
extended a warm invitation to 
come and preach that Sunday, 
and I jumped at the chance to 
come worship with you. 

Many blessings to all of 
you, and as always, thank you 
for your love and support and 
encouragement and prayers. 
You all mean so very, very 
much to me.

With love,
Tracy Barnowe
818 Adams Street
Albany, CA 94706
New phone: (510) 703-0108

Hand to Hand 
Offers Day of 
Service
A group of Portland 

nonprofit organizations 
have joined together to offer 
Hand to Hand. This event 
offers the opportunity to learn 
about nonprofit agencies in 
your neighborhood that focus 
on helping people in need.

It is a perfect way for 
you and your family to get 
involved by discovering

 continued on page 6
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October 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

2
Rummage Sale

3
Rummage Sale

4
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
World Communion Sunday
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service and Children’s 
Sunday School, SANC

11:30a Hillsdale Terrace 
Informational Meeting, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

5
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

6:00p Living the Questions, FH

6
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

2:00p Red Cross Blood 
Drive, FH

7
10:00a Loaves and Fishes
11:00a Living the Questions, 
Lib

8
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, PO

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

9 10
Suppers for Seven

11
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:30a Special Congregational 
Meeting, Sanc
12:00p Newcomers’ Lunch, FH

12
Glisan Street Meal
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

6:00p Living the Questions, FH

13
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Consistory Meeting, Lib

14
11:00a Living the Questions, 
Lib

15
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

16 17

18
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Celebration Sunday
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

19
Tidings Deadline
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

6:00p Living the Questions, FH

20
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Foundation 
Meeting, Lib

21
11:00a Living the Questions, 
Lib

22
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, PO

23 24
10a Choir Retreat, Tim and 
Paul’s home

25
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

26
10:30a Bible Study, LIB

6:00p Living the Questions, FH

27
7:00a Men’s Breakfast, GT

28
11:00a Living the Questions, 
Lib

29
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

30
7:00p A Little Fright Music 
Halloween Concert, Sanc

31
9a Bread Baking, KIT

CR=Choir Room GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) KIT=Kitchen LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot PO=Pastor’s Office SANC=Sanctuary

God is still speaking,
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Worship God Joyfully • Share Christ’s Word • Embrace All • Make a Difference

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219 • 503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org
Office – office@hillsdaleucc.org • Pastor – pastor@hillsdaleucc.org • Music Director – tim@hillsdaleucc.org

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church 
of Christ, declare ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation.
We cherish and embrace individuals and families of all kinds. Believing 
that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and meant to be 
shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all 
persons, embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital 
status, mental and physical ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-
economic background.
We welcome all to share in the life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, 
worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings of participation in our 
congregation.
We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that works toward 
openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of 
life for all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and 
practice a unity of faith that transcends our differences.

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell Director of Music/Office Administrator  Tim Ditch

Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld  Custodian  Terry Cornell

opportunities for teens, 
adults, families, and seniors 
to volunteer, as well as a 
chance to drop off goods 
you no longer use, including 
household items, school 
and art supplies, computers, 

clothing, toiletries, and food.
The Hand to Hand 

Project takes place Sunday, 
October 18, from noon until 
4:00 p.m. at Mittelman Jewish 
Community Center, 6651 SW 
Capitol Highway, Portland.

Hand to Hand (continued from page 4)

Trinity Cathedral to Offer 
Lecture/Workshop
Too often, religion seems 

to fuel more hatred than 
love, more conflict than 
collaboration. Pastor Don 
Mackenzie, PhD; Rabbi Ted 
Falcon, PhD; and Sheikh 
Jamal Rahman, former 
hosts of Interfaith Talk 
Radio in Seattle, share an 
evolving process to deepen 
interfaith awareness. Their 
work promotes greater 
understanding between 
faith and also non-faith 
individuals and communities 
in order to discover the kinds 
of energies that can help 

transform and heal both 
person and planet. In their 
weekend presentations, they 
provide a rich understanding 
of the road to interfaith 
collaboration by sharing their 
stories, challenges, and the 
inner spiritual work necessary 
to go beyond tolerance to a 
vital, inclusive spirituality.

From their deep 
commitment and lived 
experience, they present 
ways we can work together to 
transcend the differences that 
have divided us historically.

Trinity Cathedral will host 

a lecture/workshop weekend 
on October 9 and 10 at the 
cathedral campus.

Along with inspiring 
insights and encouragement 
for tapping into the promise 
of interfaith dialogue, 
they will provide practical 

actions, additional readings 
and discussion questions 
to help you embody their 
revolutionary spirit of 
healing.

For more information,and 
to register, visit www.center-
for-spiritual-development.org


