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Worship at HCCUCC 
October 2013

October 6
20th Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday
Luke 17:5-10
Increase Our Faith

October 13
21st Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 17:11-19
Showing Gratitude

October 20
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 19:1-8
Speak and Be Heard

October 27
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 18:9-14
Tax Collector and Pharisee

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings
Say Hello!
We are pleased to welcome Julia Miller 

and Chris Sessions as our nursery 
workers on Sunday mornings. Both 
have ties to the congregation. Julia is the 
daughter of choir member Ken Miller and 
Chris has been our long-time Thursday 
night child care provider. 

We also welcome Kathy Schneller to 
the office as a temporary paid staff person. 
Kathy is a member of the church, a Stephen 
Minister, and a long-time volunteer in the 
office. She will be in the office Tuesday-
Friday from 10:00 to 1:00, and will provide 
some much-needed assistance during our 
busy season from now until December. 

And, finally, please take a moment to 
greet Denise Denniston and her wife Jessica 
Denniston, if you have not done so already. 
Denise is in-care with the Pacific Northwest 
Conference of the UCC, and is transferring 
from the Presbyterian Church to the UCC. 
She has a chaplaincy fellowship at the VA 
Hospital and is also a chaplain with the 
Washington National Guard. She will be 
shadowing Pastor Jennifer as she learns 
more about the United Church of Christ, 
so you may see her at meetings and other 
gatherings.

Please make sure to say hi to these folks!

Guess Who’s Coming 
to Dinner?
Join the mystery on Saturday evening, 

October 19. It is a fun evening where the 
hosts and guests have no idea who they will 
be dining with! It’s a great opportunity to 
make new friends and have a fun evening 
with people you already know.

How does this work? It’s easy! Simply 
sign up to be a host or a guest. You’ll be 
assigned a dish to share with the other 
guests (vegetable, bread, dessert, etc.). The 
hosts provide the main course. A few days 
before the event, you’ll be contacted with 
the address of your host. At 6:00 p.m. on 
the 19th, arrive at your hosts’s address with 
your dish, and have a great time! Sign-ups 
begin Sunday, September 29. Questions? 
Contact Paul Gonzales at paulsings@
thewoofen.com or 503-459-3382.

Neighbors in Need 
Special Offering to 
Be Received
The Neighbors in Need offering, which 

we will receive on Sunday, October 6, 
supports the UCC’s ministries of justice 
and compassion throughout the United 
States. Two-thirds of the offering is 
used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness 
Ministries to fund a wide array of local 
and national justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service projects. Through 
UCCTakeAction.org, our national Justice 

and Witness Ministries office offers 
resources, news updates, and action alerts 
on a broad spectrum of justice issues. 
Working with members of the UCC Justice 
and Peace Action Network (a network 
of thousands of UCC justice and peace 
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advocates), Justice and Witness continues its strong policy 
advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, voting 
rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and 
environmental justice.

Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian 
neighbors in the UCC. One-third of the offering supports 
the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). 
Historically, forebears of the UCC established churches 
and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, 
Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak in North and South Dakota, 
Wisconsin, and northern Nebraska. Today, there are 20 UCC 
congregations on reservations, and one urban, multi-tribal 
UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches 
and their pastors are supported by CAIM. CAIM is also an 
invaluable resource for more than 1,000 individuals from 
dozens of other tribes and nations who are members of other 
UCC congregations in the U.S.

Neighbors in Need helps make another world possible. It 
needs your support. Please give generously. And remember, 
contributions to Neighbors in Need can be made on-line at any 
time at: www.ucc.org/nin

Blankets Warm Bodies 
and Hearts!
Imagine sleeping outside in 

the cold, night after night, 
without the comfort of family 
and friends—or even a blanket. 
This is a reality that exists in our 
community. 

Thank you to those of you who 
brought blankets to church to be donated to 
Transition Projects. For the past two months, when our church 
has served a meal at the homeless shelter, the serving team has 
taken a load of blankets and other bedding to the shelter.

For someone who is homeless, who is constantly ignored 
by others, just the gesture of giving them a blanket will remind 
them of the kindness that exists in the world, and reassure that 
person of their own self-worth.

Stephens Creek Makes Progress
Have you peeked at the construction on the north side of the 

property lately? The crew at Stephens Creek crossing has 
moved onto California Street. Pamela Kambur, Community 
Relations Manager for Home Forward, recently sent this 
update:

Hi neighbors! As you are aware, the work on SW California 
started this week as planned. Below is an updated schedule 
which Wayne Kunzman (Superintendent with R&H/Colas) 
says is “not yet confirmed but what we’re trying for.”

Letter from Pastor Jennifer
One of the things I treasure most about 

being in a church family is the 
opportunity to experience many stages and 
ages of life together. I was thinking of that 
bittersweet joy earlier in September when we 
said goodbye to Dorothy Raz on a Saturday, 
and then, the next day, welcomed new baby Michael McKeown 
into worship. 

In October, I will officiate at two weddings, both for lesbian 
couples. One, planned long ago, will be at Powell’s Books 
downtown for some unchurched friends. The other, for Lynn 
and Elaine Walser-Clark, will be in Vancouver, in order for 
their 35-year relationship, already spiritually recognized, to be 
legally recognized. Of course, we already recognize marriages 
between same sex couples here at Hillsdale, but many of us 
would like the law to reflect that reality.

This is an exciting time for those working on marriage 
equality. Marriage was legal in Oregon for a while, then 
rendered illegal about a decade ago, but LGBT people and 
their allies have been working behind the scenes to make it 
legal again. With the overturning of DOMA this summer, it 
became clear that the tide is turning, and marriage equality 
for all people is no longer a dream but a real possibility on the 
horizon. 

Let’s be in conversation together about how we might help 
that dream become a reality. I look forward to hearing your 
thoughts as we celebrate all of life’s passages with one another.

In the Light,
Jennifer

Discipleship Retreat Coming 
Next Month
Save the date! We will experience a mini-sabbatical as a 

congregation on Saturday, November 9 (with an optional 
overnight on November 8). Save the date and watch for details 
coming soon.

Matthew Fox to Speak in Portland
Earth and Spirit Council invites you to celebrate The Day 

of the Dead with Matthew Fox at two events. On Friday 
evening, November 1, Fox will give a presentation titled “On 
the Day of the Dead: Tuning into Ancestral Wisdom.” On 
Saturday, November 2, he will lead a workshop on “Exploring 
the Mystics in Ourselves and Our Ancestors.”

Learn more at earthandspirit.org, or call 503-522-1235. 
Tickets are available at brownpapertickets.com. Both events 
take place at First Unitarian Church, 1034 SW 13th Avenue, 
Portland.
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October 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

2
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

3
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

4 5

6
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Communion 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

7
10:30a Bible Study MHR

8
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

9
1:00p Memoir Writing 

Group, MDH

10
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

11 12
9:00a Community 

Recycling Event STL

 Habitat for 
Humanity Work Day

13
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

14
 Transition Projects 

Meal BUD

10:30a Bible Study MHR

15
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

16 17
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

18 19
6:00p Guess Who’s Coming 

to Dinner?

20
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

4:00p Confirmation 
Retreat (parents and 
students)

4:45p Confirmation 
Retreat (students)

21
10:30a Bible Study MHR

22
 Tidings Deadline
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

23
7:00p Consistory Meeting 

MHR

24
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

25 26

27
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

28
10:30a Bible Study MHR

29
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

30 31
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

november 1 2
8:00a Alternative Gift Faire 

FH

BUD=Bud Clark Commons, 655 NW Hoyt St CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LOT=Upper Parking Lot MHR=Mt Hood Room

MDH=Maria Dunlop’s Home, 12146 SW 29th Ave MULT=Multnomah Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy SANC=Sanctuary SS=Sunday School Rooms STL=St. Luke Lutheran Church (SW Vermont at 46th Avenue)

Recycling Event Welcomes Community
A community recycling event is scheduled 

for Saturday, October 12, at St. Luke 
Lutheran Church, SW Vermont at 46th 
Avenue, between 9:00 a.m. and noon. Rigid 
and soft plastics, with the exception of 
Styrofoam blocks and food containers, are 
not being recycled at this event. A poster 

describing materials that can be recycled is 
posted above the battery and bulb recycling 
bins in HCC’s Narthex. St. Luke’s has some 
expenses related to hosting this event, so a 
$2 freewill donation is requested. For pre-
registration, express drop-off, or general 
inquiries, visit www.community-recycling.org.
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Julia Miller, Chris Sessions, Theresa Wechsler

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Youth Corner

“Zaccheus was a wee little man, and a wee little man was he…”
Even the smallest among us can have loud voices, speaking 

out for justice in this world.
In October, the children will learn the story of Zaccheus 

(Luke 19) and practice speaking out about an issue they would 
like to see changed. Families are invited to talk with their 
children about their chosen issue and help them write a letter 
to President Obama (who, by the way, is a fellow member of the 
United Church of Christ denomination). Children are invited 
to read their letter aloud to the congregation on October 20. 
We will mail the letters to the President the following week.

October 6—World Communion Sunday • Children will join 
their families upstairs for this special celebration.

October 13—Rehearsal for Leading Worship at 11:45 a.m. • 
Children will practice a Zaccheus skit to prepare for leading 
worship on October 20.

October 20—Children help lead worship.

Thursday, October 3 • 5-8 p.m. at Bijou Cafe, SW 3rd and Pine.
$35 per ticket. No-host bar.

100% goes to support Clay Street Table. $25 of each ticket is tax-
deductible. Send a check to Clay Street Table, 1432 SW 13th Ave., 

Portland 97201, or email info@claystreettable.org

Clay Street Table provides over 60,000 meals of food 
and groceries to youth and adults in our downtown 

community. We value the dignity of all who come, treating 
our neighbors and friends from the street in ways that are 
affirming, respectful, non-judgmental, and supportive.
We provide more than food. We are building a community 
around the table, with and for our vulnerable neighbors who 
feel isolated and alone. We heard after a dinner, “The food was 
great and all, but what’s really great is that we know you care.”
To learn more, visit www.claystreettable.org.


