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tidings
Saying Thank You and Farewell
Longtime Hillsdale Church member Barbara Raz Neu will 

soon be moving to the Denver area to be with husband Paul 
Neu. Everyone is invited to a dessert gathering after church on 
Sunday, October 23, to personally thank Barbara for a lifetime 
of service to this church. Let’s give her a heart-felt farewell!

Fall Blood Drive Is Almost Here
by Margy Kleger

Sign-ups have begun for Hillsdale’s fall Red Cross Blood 
Drive. Please note that there are, again, changes! This drive 

is scheduled for Monday, October 17, from 3:00 until 6:00 p.m. 
I’m hoping that this change of both day and hours will not 
jeopardize reaching our goal of 23 units of blood. Since we did 
not even get to hold the spring drive, our last actual collection 
was a year ago.

Please sign up in the Narthex if you plan to donate. The 
mobile unit will be in the lower parking lot as usual. Thank you 
in advance for your faithful participation.

Foundation Update by Paula McCall

I was one of five who represented HCC at the UCC Central 
Pacific Conference annual meeting in Pendleton last month. 

What an inspiring time we all had as we experienced the power 
of small group meetings! I found it incredibly empowering to 
discuss issues with other representatives. While there, I realized 
how blessed we are at Hillsdale Community Church. We have 
a beautiful building accessible to all with our new elevator. We 
have money invested. We have a loyal team in our membership 
and staff. We may be small, but we are dedicated. 

Change is a constant reality for all of us. Well, the 
Foundation at HCCUCC has just completed a major change 
itself. We came to the conclusion that we needed to change 
our financial investment company and adviser. We researched, 
interviewed, and prayed over this move. After careful 
consideration, we are excited to announce that we moved our 
portfolio to Raymond James. Our new financial adviser is 
James Frank. 

Earlier this year we also clarified our pledge to the elevator 
capital campaign and created a plan to fulfill this pledge. This 
year our payment to the campaign was $17,444 from the 
designated funds account. The total pledge will be completed in 
four years with equal payments of $6,500. 

Another change coming our way will be revealed in an 
announcement about how you can help raise money for the 
vital work the Foundation does for HCC. We will be letting you 
know about two ways you can participate without giving any of 
your own money. Interested? More information will be coming 
in future editions of Tidings. 

If you have any questions, please contact a Foundation board 
member: Paula McCall, president; Patti Brandon, secretary; 
Clyde Saylor, treasurer; David Soderquist, special projects; Fred 
Raz, member-at-large.

Celebrating the Life of Lola Raz
A Celebration of Life in honor 

of Lola Raz (August 24, 1912–
September 2, 2016) will be held 
Saturday, October 15, from 2:00 
to 4:00 p.m. Please join us in the 
Holladay Park Plaza Penthouse 
Room, 1300 NE 16th, Portland, 
for an informal ice-cream social. 
Parking is limited at the Plaza. Use 
Lloyd Center lot at 16th and Multnomah and walk across the 
street. Questions? Call Barbara Raz Neu at 503-754-0942

Inspiring Help for Others
by Nayan Fleenor

In July and August we did a short fundraiser for the Free 
Wheelchair Mission organization which is a faith-based 

group that works with partners in many countries to provide 
inexpensive and easy-to-maintain wheelchairs for people in 
need. The people of HCC have contributed $440, which, along 
with a FWM anonymous donor’s doubling of our gift, will help 
about 11 people living with disabilities to be more independent 
in the developing world.

Lola Raz
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A team from FWM recently visited Peru to help with a 

distribution by one of their distribution partners. One of the 
staff people who went told me about getting to go on visits to 
the homes of five people—two children and three adults—who 
were getting wheelchairs on the day they were distributing 85 
chairs. Jackie was most excited to tell me about a 12-year-old 
boy, Carlos, who has a dream of becoming a lawyer. His mother 
had been able to carry him to school for many years, but as he 
grew bigger he had been afraid that his education would stop. 
Now he can work toward his dream again. He was also excited 
to get his first Bible in Spanish at the distribution.

Thank you to all who donated to help others live a fuller life. 
We can continue to pray for the recipients of the wheelchairs. 

Get to Know Alexis Hamilton
by Kathy Schneller

This article is the second in a series to help members and 
newcomers at HCC get to know each other a little bit better, and 
to spotlight some of our volunteer efforts as well. We begin by 
featuring members of the Pastoral Search Committee.

Let the beauty we love be what we do.
There are hundreds of ways to kneel and kiss the ground.

 - —Rumi

In these lines, the Sufi poet Rumi suggests that one way to 
worship God is to work on “the beauty we love,” that is, that 

which we love and find beautiful. Alexis Hamilton loves many 
things: children, music, the arts, and respectful, cooperative 
group efforts. In her career as a singer, performer, and educator, 
and in her volunteer activities, she works hard for the things 
she loves and therefore lives Rumi’s advice. As we members of 

Hillsdale Community 
Church already know, 
she brings many 
talents to this effort: 
either we’ve heard 
her incredible voice 
in our choir, watched 
her teach Sunday 
School, or listened to 
her speak. She is also 
currently contributing 
her leadership and 

organizational abilities as the chair of the Pastoral Search 
Committee.

In addition to music, some of the other arts Alexis enjoys 
include literature (she read 52 books last year!), theater, and 
the visual arts. Surprisingly, she also loves cute things, and that, 
along with her love of animals, explains her stuffed animal 
collection. Somehow she’s taken a large stuffed red lobster, 
a pink octopus, and a pink axolotl, among others, placed 
them around her home—which exudes warmth, comfort, 

and a Portland-specific brand of casual coolness—and made 
everything work together. The faux animals add a touch of fun, 
and the whole effect shows off her keen aesthetic sensibilities.

Of all her volunteer activities, however, teaching Sunday 
School is her favorite because it combines her love for 
children, spontaneity, and creating crafts. When a church 
member passed away, she remembers tossing out the 
planned curriculum for that day, and talking about loss with 
the children. Every child had suffered a major loss. Such 
conversations and experiences reward both teachers and 
students: “you learn best when you teach.”

Unfortunately, like many of us, Alexis is worried about 
the future of our nation. She worries that we’re becoming a 
“Balkanized country,” too polarized in our opinions to be able 
to work together. She would like to see us learn to respect one 
another again, concentrate on our common goals, and then 
work to attain those goals together. 

Alexis would like to apply this same pragmatic approach 
to the challenges facing our church, and the Pastoral Search 
Committee in particular. She envisions many improvements 
for Hillsdale. She would like to see the church attract more 
new members, including more young people and children. 
She’d especially like to revitalize the Sunday School program, 
both for her own son and for all the children at HCC; ideally, 
it should provide an alternative community for them, a place 
outside of school and sports where they can also feel the 
support of a group of adults and other children. And, if we 
could increase membership, we could also accomplish more 
and spread volunteer opportunities more evenly. She’d also like 
to see the church heal wounds leftover from differences over 
the elevator project and other past disagreements. 

But she understands why these goals are difficult to 
accomplish. After all, many other mainstream Protestant 
churches experience the same problems, especially with 
recruiting more members. Many people are hurt by the 
attitudes of some churches, and it’s hard to persuade people to 
open up and explore how HCC is different. 

The pastoral search process brings all this to the fore, and 
you’ll find a description of the work they’re doing in Alexis’ 
article “Update from the Pastoral Search Committee” in the 
September issue of Tidings. In short, they are building an 
updated portrait of what our church wants and needs, who we 
are, and who we need as a pastor to help us achieve our goals: 
“We have to know who we are and what we want before we can 
ask a pastor to lead us.” 

Most importantly, they are also trying to determine what 
we ourselves must do to achieve those goals because, as Alexis 
says, a pastor cannot help us until we’re ready to help ourselves, 
“We the people are the Church.” So she’s excited about the ideas 
people have presented for improvement, but says, “If you have 
ideas, you have to be ready to help implement the idea.” 

Ultimately, she sees this process as an opportunity for the 
church, and says we can use it to bridge the fissures between 

Alexis Hamilton
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us, to put away stuff that’s been dogging us for a long time, and 
figure out and deepen “why we are here…why we do church.” 

Alexis doesn’t expect this to be easy. But she believes that 
a healthy church needs to be courageous enough to make 
changes and to compromise, and that those churches unwilling 
to do this risk withering and dying. But she is optimistic about 
HCC: “We have an opportunity to grow together and wrap 
ourselves around each other to become stronger.”

It’s this combination of strength, appreciation for beauty 
and harmony, and organizational vision that is most surprising 
about Alex. But if we don’t expect an artist to be strong, then 
it’s useful to recall her performance of The Rose. She was 
suspicious of the song’s reputation as a karaoke classic, but 
ultimately found it very rewarding to perform, and for the 
listener it was a magical performance. The lyrics could make 
the song merely sentimental, but her voice lifted it up, and gave 
it real strength and feeling. Those are her gifts, and we are lucky 
to have her leading the effort to find Hillsdale’s next pastor.

HCC Organist to Scare Up 
“A Little Fright Music”
Admit it. Even though you’re grown up now, you still like to 

dress up for Halloween. The question: what to do once you 
have your costume on? The answer: Bring yourself and a friend 
to A Little Fright Music on Sunday, October 30, at 7:00.

Our Director of Music Tim Ditch will thrill the senses 
during an hour of spooky and whimsical organ music that is 
enjoyable for kids and adults alike.

Seasonal refreshments will be served, and costumes are 
encouraged! The free concert takes place in the Sanctuary. 

What Can We Do to Bring 
Healing with God’s Help? by Nayan Fleenor

A few weeks ago in the sermon we were asked the question 
above. Sometimes thinking about ways we have helped to 

bring healing in the past will guide us to how God wants us to 
bring healing in the future. Hillsdale has a long tradition of both 
doing actions that can bring healing and share God’s love, and in 
contributing to organizations and the broader church financially.

When HCC contributes to OCWM (Our Church’s Wider 
Mission) the money is combined with OCWM contributions 
from many other UCC churches to accomplish things one 
church could not do alone. We send the money to the Central 
Pacific Conference where it helps support Camp Adams, 
ministry teams (Local Church, Wider Church, Justice and 
Witness, Education), the Committee on Ministry, our 
conference minister, and the conference office. Most years we 
have at least a couple of HCC members serving on these teams. 
The conference sends 25 percent of the OCWM money on 
to the national UCC where, combined with the money from 

other conferences, it is used for things a conference cannot 
do alone, including coordinating church and pastoral profiles 
to help churches find new pastors, and our connections with 
international missions through Global Ministries. HCC also 
contributes to several other organizations each year including 
Willamette West Habitat for Humanity, which several HCC 
people were instrumental in starting several years ago.

Each month we have many people involved in feeding 
dinner to about 100 homeless men, several members serve a 
meal at the senior center each month, non-perishable food is 
collected (on the table in the walk-in closet off the Narthex) 
and taken to Neighborhood House, school supplies are brought 
to help low-income families, people knit prayer shawls, we 
have blood drives, a few years ago we made book bags filled 
with school supplies for Church World Service, etc. Our hard-
working Stephen Ministers have made a major commitment to 
bringing healing with God’s help.

There are so many ways to get involved and reach out to 
others. HCC will soon be deciding for this year on how to 
distribute our Other Missions money. If you would like to be 
informed of the meeting, please let Nayan Fleenor know.

A Little
Fright Music

Featuring
Tim Ditch  . organist
Sunday, October 30 • 7:00 p.m.

Costumes encouraged! Refreshments follow the concert. 
The concert is free.
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2016 Friendship Tea

Visiting Terry Cornell in Newport
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October 2016 (visit our live calendar at www.hillsdaleucc.org/calendar)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:30a Children’s Sunday 
School SS

11:45a Special 
Congregational 
Meeting, SA

3 4
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

5
10:00a Meals on Wheels MC

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

6
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

7 1/8

9
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:30a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

11:45a Fellowship First 
Salad Luncheon, FH

10
 Transition Projects/

Hoyt St Meal KI,BC

6:00p Post-Sabbath Bible 
Study, MH

11
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

12
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

13
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

14 15

16
 2017 Faith Pledges 

Due
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:30a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

17
3-6p Red Cross Blood 

Drive FH,LL

18
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

7:00p Consistory Meeting, MH

7:00p Foundation Meeting, MR

19
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

20
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

21 22

23
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:30a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

24
6:00p Post-Sabbath Bible 

Study, MH

25
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:00a Tidings Deadline

26
6:30p Open Co-ed AA 

Meeting R4

27
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

28 29

30
9:00a Adult Study Group MH

9:00a Children’s Activities MR

10:30a Worship Service SA

10:45a Children’s Sunday 
School MR

7:00p “A Little Fright 
Music” Halloween 
Concert, SA

31 november 1
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

2
10:00a Meals on Wheels MC

6:30p Open Co-ed AA 
Meeting R4

3
9:00a Walking Group UL

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

4 5

BC=Bud Clark Commons (655 NW Hoyt St) FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch (SW Barbur at 19th) KI=Kitchen LL=Lower Parking Lot MH=Mt Hood Room
MC=Multnomah Arts Center (7688 SW Capitol Hwy) R4=Room 4, Education Wing SA=Sanctuary UL=Upper Parking Lot
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Hillsdale Community Church
United ChURCh of Christ

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Interim Pastor Rev. Chris Hyde (chris@hillsdaleucc.org)Director of Music/Church Administrator Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)
Sexton Julia Miller (julia@hillsdaleucc.org) Child Care Providers Sam Hinerfeld, Julia Miller

2016 Consistory Members: Rebecca Holt, President, Share Christ’s Word (503-866-0340 · rebeccah@lclark.edu); 
Cathy Thomas, Vice President, Personnel, Worship (503-246-9509 · elefun@aol.com); Drake Mitchell, Treasurer (240-
672-1738 · drakem@pdx.edu); Carl Wamser, Past President, Building Committee (503-504-4296 · wamserc@pdx.edu); 
Bob Brandon, Personnel, Capital Campaign, Fellowship Committee (503-313-0056 · Bob.Brandon@ltic.com); Cindy Van 
Loo (503-680-1146· cindyvanloo54@gmail.com); Carol Weber, Make a Difference (503-232-2703 · cweber@poetworld.net). 

I
n Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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Tidings is published monthly by Hillsdale 
Community Church, United Church of Christ. 
The printed version is produced on recycled 
paper. An electronic version is available at 
www.hillsdaleucc.org. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added to our 
email list. Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.


