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Worship at HCC 
September 2010

September 5
Labor Day Sunday
Holy Communion
Psalm 139
“I Knew You”

September 12
Rally Day: “All Together Now!” 
Celebration
Luke 15:1-10
Joy of the Angels

September 19
Luke 16:1-13
Whom Do You Serve?

September 26
Luke 16:19-31
Rich Man, Poor Man

From Generation to Generation: 
The Old Becomes New
Since our new organ console was 

installed in early 2009, the retired 
organ console had been gathering dust and 
taking up space in a corner of the lobby 
at HCCUCC. When artist and church 
member Evan Holt got a look at the 1947 
oak console, his face lit up as he spoke two 
words, “A challenge!”

Weeks later, the console has been 
transformed into mirrors, tables, a lamp, a 
bench, a couple of shelves, and a mobile, all 
using only wood from the organ. The once-
dusty corner has been transformed into an 
art show entitled, “7487: Deconstructed/ 
Reconstructed.” 7487 is the makers’ 
mark found on all the parts of the pipe 
organ console.

“My goal was to stretch the useful limits 
of what would otherwise be considered 
scrap material,” says Evan. “Some wood has 
been refinished and some has been left to 
show the 63 years of use as a pipe organ, 
including a burnt spot on one of the mirrors 
from an errant candle.”

Pastor Jennifer concurs with Evan’s 
vision, which she likens to the spiritual 
walk. “Not only are the pieces themselves 
breathtaking, but they are such a great 
example of the innovation we like to 
encourage in all areas of our congregation’s 
life—honoring what has been passed down 
to us by previous generations, while always 
creating something new.”

Evan is a local artist specializing in 
fine wood furniture and finish carpentry. 
He is currently pursuing a Master of Fine 
Arts degree through the Pacific Northwest 
College of Art’s Applied Craft and Design 
program. He operates Holt Woodworks, 
focusing on carpentry projects and artistic 
custom furniture, with an eye towards 
environmentally friendly construction.

Pieces are available for viewing at the 
church on Sundays and during weekday 
office hours. They will be sold in a silent 
auction benefiting the organ fund on 
Sunday, September 12, beginning at 9:00 
and ending at noon. Call the church at 503-
246-5474 or email tim@hillsdaleucc.org for 
more information.

All Together Now!
On Sunday, September 12, we return 

from our summer wanderings and 
weekends away and get back into the swing 
of our regular schedules. That day, we will 
kick off fall with a special celebration, and 
you are invited!

The celebration begins in worship and 
continues with a special celebration of 
our ministry as a church, as well as fun 
and food, in Fellowship Hall. See you on 
Sunday, September 12!

This beautiful table was created by artist Evan Holt utilizing 
wood from the church’s former pipe organ console. The table 
is a gift to the church.

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on Grays Harbor 100% 
recycled paper. A full-color electronic 
version is available via e-mail. Send 
a request to tidings@hillsdaleucc.org 
to be added to the e-mail list. 
Tidings is edited and designed by 
Tim Ditch.
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minimum rule is still in 
place, but it was announced 
by a sign, so it didn’t come 
as a huge surprise. The show 
began with a reminder not to 
heckle, and no one did. And, 
both my home town pal and 
her opening act were hilarious 
without once dipping into 
vicious.

In my extremely informal 
polling of people I bump 
into, I would say that the 
number one reason spiritually 
inclined people offer for not 
attending church is that they 
went once (or a hundred 
times, or a thousand) and had 
a bad experience. My own 
church experience has ranged 
from benignly harmless to 
wonderfully transformative, 
so I have not understood 
this problem first-hand 
before. After my comedy 
club experience, I have more 
compassion. It is difficult, 
I now realize, to attempt 
something that was tried once 
(or a hundred times, or a 
thousand) which not only did 
not make things better, but 
actually made things worse.

Now, a one-time visit to 
a comedy club is a small 
thing. I don’t want in any way 
to trivialize the sometimes 
enormous spiritual, 
emotional and physical 
harm that has been done to 

That last time I went to 
a comedy club was, I 

think, in about 1989. What 
I remember most was that 
it was small, dark, smoky; 
and that my date and I 
learned about the two-
drinks-minimum rule from 
a disgusted waitress, causing 
a not-insignificant financial 
crisis for our student budgets. 
About the show itself, I 
only remember that the 
comedian—a frighteningly 
mohawked individual—first 
made jokes about his very 
pregnant wife who sat in the 
front row, and then gave a 
heckler such a hard time that 
the guy stormed out. I guess 
it’s not surprising that I have 
not visited a comedy club 
since then. Until last week.

A woman from my 
hometown has made 
something of a name for 
herself as a comedienne, so 
when her tour brought her 
to Portland, we got tickets 
to go. Maybe the whole 
industry has changed, or 
our Oregon comedy clubs 
are kinder and gentler than 
those in Minnesota, or maybe 
I just have more experience 
with new experiences, but 
whatever it was, the whole 
evening was much different. 
There was no smoking, for 
one thing. The two-drinks-

Letter from Pastor Jennifer

Rev. Jennifer Brownell

people at some times, in some 
churches. But, here’s what 
I’m imagining. If even after 
one small and insignificant 
experience, I had avoided 
comedy clubs for 20 years, 
how much more difficult must 
it be for a church avoider to 
return to a place where they 
were supposed to have been 
safe, loved, and transformed, 
if they felt the opposite of 
those things.

If you know a church 
avoider (or if you are one), 
have compassion. It’s not 
always easy to come back. But 
hear this good news: Some 
things you remember from 
that negative last experience 
are the same, but many are 
different. Give it a try—
you just may be pleasantly 
surprised! 

See you in church.
In the Light,

Prepare to 
Picnic!
Save September 26 for the 

All Church Picnic! We 
will meet at Gabriel Park 
after church. Plates, glasses, 
plasticware, and cold drinks 
will be provided. Please bring 
a picnic meal to share, camp 
chairs, and games. We will 
meet close to the playground, 
so there will be activities for 
children. Dress in your picnic 
clothes for church so you will 
be able to enjoy the park!

Still Time to Sign Up For Suppers for Seven
Suppers for Seven small 

groups for fun, food, and 
friendship begin again on 
September 11. At this time, 55 
people have signed up, and you 
are also invited to also be a part 
of one of these small groups 

We will be meeting in 
homes in groups of seven on 
September 11 and October 9, 
with each person providing 
a small part of the meal. You 
will be in the same group 
each time. We will meet at 

the church for a special “all 
groups together” event on 
November 7.

Please call Elizabeth Pigg, 
503-892-8980, if you have any 
questions or to join a Suppers 
for Seven group.

Oswego Springs 
Plans Fun Day 
On Saturday, September 11 

from noon until 2:00, 
come with your children 
to enjoy the festivities of 
Bubbles the Clown, games, 
and face painting, along 
with cotton candy and hot 
dogs. We have several church 
members living in Oswego 
Springs and this would be 
a fun day to visit! Oswego 
Springs Assisted Living is 
located at 11552 Southwest 
Lesser Rd., Portland. For 
more information, call 
503-542-4747.

FBs Party at 
the Park
The Friendship Builders’ 

annual picnic was held 
at Oaks Park this year due to 
the repairs and delays on the 
Glenn Jackson Bridge. Several 
first-timers arrived because 
of the closer drive, including 
Carl Ditch, Maria Dunlop, 

continued page 3, “Party”
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First, Before All Else, God Blesses Us by Elizabeth Pigg

God faithfully delights us 
with grace and joy, and 

God calls us to bless others 
with grace and joy! God sends 
stewardship opportunities 
our way. 

Celebrating God’s blessings 
reminds us that we need to 
give first to God generously 
from our hearts, filled with 
gratitude for all we have first 
received from God. We are 
called to exercise faith that 
God will take care of all our 
needs. 

And God is able to provide you 
with every blessing in abundance, 
so that by always having enough 

of everything, you may share 
abundantly. (2 Corinthians 9:8) 

Last fall, we circulated 
photo albums throughout 
the congregation as a way to 
look back at all we had done 
during the year. This year, 
look for a special twist on 
the photo album. (Shhh! Our 
theme is still a secret!)

The stewardship routes 
progress house to house 

throughout the congregation, 
beginning November 7 with a 
unique worship opportunity. 
During that time, you’ll be 
able to get a taste of all we 
have accomplished this year, 
catch a vision of the vital 
work before us in 2011, and 
prayerfully consider and state 
your faith-giving intention for 
2011.

On Sunday, November 21, 
all of our faith-giving 
intention statements in 
their sealed envelopes will 

be brought together and 
blessed in a special Festival of 
Thanksgiving worship service. 
Soon after, we will be able to 
create our spending plan for 
2011. Then, it will be a time to 
rejoice that we have first given 
to God.

Gracious Giving God, remind us 
to notice your blessings everyday, 

practice the gift of giving, and 
give first to God, for in your image, 

loving God, we are called to be 
givers as well. Amen. 

Living the Questions 2.0
Last fall, many of us were 

stretched in our faith 
and thinking by Living the 
Questions. This fall, we’ll 
continue with Living the 
Questions 2.0, an invitation 
to move beyond traditions 
and rote theologies and into 
a thinking Christianity. Ask 
questions you may have 
been afraid to voice, while 
discovering the significance 
of Christianity in the 
21st Century and what a 
meaningful faith can look like 
in today’s world.

The format of each 
session includes a video, 
guided discussion, spiritual 
exercises, and Bible study. The 
20-minute videos for each 
session include conversation, 

sermon clips, lecture excerpts, 
and spiritual exercises for 
everyday life. We will again 
offer the course at several 
different times in order to 
accommodate as many of 
our schedules as possible. 
Watch your mailbox for 
more information and plan 
to join your church friends 
and family in Living the 
Questions 2.0, to begin in late 
September.

For more information 
on the series, visit 
www.livingthequestions.com

HCC Budget Report—July 31, 2010
Budget

July
Actual

July
Budget

Year-to-Date
Actual

Year-to-Date
Income  $15,651.59 $9,406.62 $110,961.13 $109,658.30
Expenses  $13,124.24 $12,005.78 $114,026.56 $104,925.24
Surplus (Deficit)  $2,527.35 $(2,599.16) $(3,065.43) $4,733.06

Rummage Time Is Here!
Have you been dutifully 

collecting your gently 
used items? It’s time for the 
annual HCCUCC Rummage 
Faire. The sale will take 
place in Fellowship Hall on 
October 1 and 2.

Because of shared space, 
we will be accepting rummage 
items the week before the 
rummage sale only. Please 
bring in your items no earlier 
than Sunday, September 26. 
You may bring small items in 
during regular church office 
hours. Large items may be 
brought in September 27-29 
or pick-up can be arranged.  

The Rummage Faire 
is a vast undertaking and 
there are many volunteer 
opportunities. People are 

needed to post flyers, sort 
items, price items, man the 
sale, break down the sale, and 
haul away items to worthy 
charities. Sign-up sheets 
will be available beginning 
September 12. From past 
experience, this is a great 
time to give a little back to the 
church, get to know fellow 
members and friends, and do 
a little pre-shopping of some 
really great donations! Any 
time that you can donate is 
greatly appreciated.

If you have any further 
questions, want to volunteer, 
or need to arrange a drop-off 
or pick-up, please contact 
Elizabeth Karkosky at 
503-929-2459 or e-karkosky@
hotmail.com.

Party (continued)

and Joan Raz. Visitors 
included Mary Mills from 
Tigard and a friend of Pastor 
Jennifer and Elijah with her 
two children. It’s always nice 
to have the young people 
around to put some life into 
the party!

A small collection yielded 
$33 to be donated to the Pipes 
and Pipes Project.

Thanks for making this day 
a great success!
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (pastor@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)
Child Care Providers  Millie Alvarez and Olivia Hinerfeld Custodian  Terry Cornell

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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September 2010 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10:00a Loaves and Fishes

2
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

6:30p Choir Pizza Party, CR

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

3 4

5
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Communion Worship 
Service and Children’s 
Sunday School, SANC

2:00p Edgewood Downs

6
Labor Day—Office Closed

7
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

8 9
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, LIB

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

10 11
Suppers for Seven

12
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:45a All Together Now! 
Rally Day, FH

13
10:30p Bible Study, LIB

Glisan Street Meal

14
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

1:00p Martha Circle, Meet 
at church; carpool to Dorothy Raz’s 
Birthday Party

7:00p Consistory, LIB

15 16
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

17 18
9:00a Outdoor Work Day

19
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

11:45a Celebration Sunday, FH

20
Tidings Deadline
10:30p Bible Study, LIB

6:30p Heaing Service 
Supper, FH

7:00p Heaing Service, SANC

21
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

7:00p Foundation, LIB

22
7:30p Yoga, FH

23
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

1:00p Memoir Writing 
Group, LIB

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

24 25

26
9:15a Adult Ed Class, LIB

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday School, SANC

27
10:30p Bible Study, LIB

28
6:30a Men’s Breakfast, GT

29 30
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers, LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal, CR

october 1 2

FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) KITCH=Kitchen LIB=Library LOT=Front Parking Lot SANC=Sanctuary

Rummage Faire Setup, FH Rummage Faire, FH



 
Sunday, October 10, 2010 

noon to 4 p.m.  
Mittleman Jewish Community Center

 6651 SW Capitol Hwy 
 

 
A community resources fair, bringing together 40+ Portland metro-area nonprofits  

• Donations needed: See back of this flier 
• Learn about local nonprofit agencies 
• Discover volunteer opportunities for the whole family  
• Find the perfect way to get involved  

Free. No charge to attend. 
Open to caring individuals & families of all faiths and ages. 

 
TO LEARN MORE: Bob Horenstein at 503-245-6496 or bob@jewishportland.org  

or Roz Babener at 503-329-5588 or roz755@aol.com

SPONSORED BY: Oregon Jewish Community Youth Foundation; Catholic Charities; 
Community Warehouse; Community Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation of Greater Portland; 

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon; Jewish Family & Child Service; Lutheran Community Services NW; 
Mittleman Jewish Community Center; Oregon Area Jewish Committee; Oregon Board of Rabbis; local area congregations

Open your hearts–Open your closets 



HOUSEHOLD & GARDEN 
Catholic Charities: 
teakettles, teapots, mugs
Community Warehouse: 
pots & pans, alarm clocks, 
can openers
Impact Northwest: 
blankets

Lutheran Community Services:  
bedding and towels, cooking utensils
New Avenues for Youth: 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant
Sunshine Pantry: gently used toys
Growing Gardens: 
hand tools, shovels, garden 
gloves, vegetable seeds
Potluck in the Park:
 travel size toiletries

BOOKS & SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
Albertina Kerr: reading level 3+
Children’s Book Bank: read aloud books, board 
books, picture books, books @ 
numbers, shapes, letters
IRCO and Schoolhouse 
Supplies: pencils, pink erasers, 
glue sticks, pocket folders, loose 
leaf paper, crayons, markers, 
colored pencils, scissors, rulers, 
pencil sharpeners

Hand to Hand  
Items for Donation  

CLOTHING 
Abby’s Closet: formal and special 
occasion gowns and accessories
Dress for Success: Women’s 
workplace clothing and accessories
Ecumenical Ministeries: Men’s 
winter coats, gloves, hats and socks
Operation Nightwatch: Men’s 
sweaters and sweatshirts

SPORTS, MUSIC, VIDEOS 
Albertina Kerr: sports equipment, especially 
soccer and basketballs
Ecumenical Ministeries: backpacks, sleeping bags
YWCA: small suitcases, du!e bags and canvas bags
Albertina Kerr: MP3 players, DVDs, music CDs
Clackamas Womens Services: cell phones, ink 
cartridges

FOOD 
Impact Northwest,
Neighborhood House,
Northwest Portland 
Ministries, Sunshine 
Pantry:  canned food,
rice and beans
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