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Worship at HCC 
September 2013

September 1
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 11:1-13
Is “Help, Thanks, Wow” 
Really All We Need?

September 8
16th Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion

September 15
17th Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 15:1-10
Lost? Found!

September 22
18th Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 16:1-13
Foundation Sunday
The Master’s Tools

September 29
19th Sunday after Pentecost
Luke 16:19-31
At the Gate

Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

tidings
A Word of Thanks
Many thanks to all of you here at 

Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. You have been wonderful 
colleagues in ministry this summer. It is 
gratifying to see the way you care for each 
other; participate in classes, discussions, 
meetings, and social events; fulfill your 
leadership responsibilities; and pitch in 
when a need arises. I have appreciated your 
openness to extra opportunities such as 
the missionary visit, the diversity Sunday 
worship/discussions, the picnics and 
parade, and especially the way you serve 
others through Transition Projects, Meals 
on Wheels, the blanket and school supplies 
drives, and so much more. 

Thanks for saying “yes” to most of the 
requests I made of you. I have one more. 
Jennifer probably will not let you do this, 
but insofar as you are able, I hope you will 
let her slip back into her pastoral/leadership 
roles gently. That way the blessings of her 
sabbatical may rest on her and on you way 
into the months of autumn. 

Blessings and love to all of you!
Pastor Pat Ross

Postcard from 
Sabbatical
Thank you! 

If I start 
making a list of 
“I’m gratefuls” it’s 
hard to stop. I’m 
grateful for Rev. 
Pat Ross and her 
fantastic leadership during my sabbatical. 
I’m grateful for Terry and Tim for the extra 

work I know they carried this summer. I’m 
grateful for the church leadership for their 
guidance during this time. I’m grateful 
for the rolling sounds of the Hawaiian 
language, for the sacredness of the earth 
and the boundlessness of sea and sky, for 
the unexpected offer of a ride just when I 
needed one. I’m grateful for snorkels and 
surfboards and swimsuits. I’m grateful 
for a chance to learn some new skills and 
overcome many fears. I’m grateful for palm 
trees and sunshine and the waves that 
come after a tropical storm. I’m grateful for 
the waving fins of swimming turtles and 
jumping pod of dolphins circling our little 
boat, and even for the resilience of those 
big black roaches. I’m grateful for eating poi 
and macaroni and ono fish. I’m grateful for 
time to follow a conversation with a new 
person wherever it may go. I’m grateful 
for the chance to explore the strengths and 
weaknesses of my body and spirit, and to 
find that I’m stronger than I think… 

Well, the list is never ending, really, so let 
me end it here by saying this: I’m grateful 
for you—for the prayers that I know came 
along with my family and me. I’m grateful 
for the anticipation I feel as I look ahead to 
the months and years we will share ahead. 
I’m grateful most of all for your generosity, 
and the generosity of the Lilly Foundation, 
for supporting this summer’s sabbatical. 

If a time of sabbatical is be a time of rest 
and renewal, then this sabbatical has been 
all that and more. I have missed you this 
summer, and I look forward to catching up 
and swapping stories. And what you will 
hear from me first is this. I am grateful! 
Thank you again.

Tidings is published monthly by 
Hillsdale Community Church, United 
Church of Christ. The printed version 
is produced on recycled paper. A full-
color electronic version is available 
via e-mail. Send a request to 
tidings@hillsdaleucc.org to be added 
to the e-mail list. Tidings is edited 
and designed by Tim Ditch.
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We Are Kicking off 
Sunday School 
in a Big Way!
The school year is right around 

the corner, and so is a new 
season of Sunday School. We are 
so excited to share our plans for 
our youth with you! With a brand 
new curriculum, called Seasons of 
the Spirit, we are gearing up to get 
our kids excited about God, God’s 
Creation, God’s People, and our 
Church Family. To get us kicked off right, we wanted to let you 
know some of the fun family activities we have planned!

Our first season is the Season of Creation, which runs 
throughout September. God’s Creation is so full of wonder. 
This is a season to celebrate all of the natural wonder around 
us—and what better way to celebrate our natural world than 
to team up with our Back to Eden ministry and pay some 
attention to the Backyard Habitat right on Hillsdale’s grounds? 
Each Sunday in September, starting on September 8, we will 
spend an hour together doing a project that will help our own 
environment. Here is a schedule of our activities (as always, 
EVERYONE is invited to participate!):

September 8 • Flora and Fauna Sunday • Plant a Foster Plant!
On Flora and Fauna Sunday, we celebrate God’s joy in the 

details—specifically the interconnectedness of our plant and 
animal friends! One of the ways that we can help Hillsdale 
and our Urban environment is to team up with Back to Eden 
to make a Backyard Habitat. To that end, we are Making a 
Meadow at the church! To do that, we need to plant some 
native grass and wild flower seed—and here is the really 
important part: Then we need our kids and families to take 
home their potted seeds and foster them at home until we are 
ready to plant them in our meadow in February. Right after 
church, we’ll join the rest of our church family at a reception 
to celebrate Jennifer’s return and bid farewell to Pat, then we’ll 
roll up our sleeves and plant those seeds! Instructions for your 
foster plant will be included. 

September 15 • Storm Sunday • Make Roosting Pockets!
On Storm Sunday we celebrate the awesome power of the 

divine in nature. A storm fills us with the electricity of that 
power, and in that current of natural force, we can experience 
God’s “bigness” in a way words cannot express—and we can 
give thanks that he also shelters us from the rawness of that 
power! This Sunday, we are going to make Roosting Pockets to 
help shelter God’s feathered creatures during our long, rainy 
winters. These pockets provide a place to rest from the rain 
and wind, and maybe sleep over night. We will make them 

and place them on the church 
grounds. Later in the season, 
we can explore the grounds and 
see if any birds have used our 
roosting pockets.

September 22 • Cosmos Sunday 
• Help Make a Bat House!

Cosmos Sunday, we celebrate 
the boundless infinity of the 
Creator and the Holy Spirit. 
The beauty of the night sky is 
a window into that vastness, 
and we will pay homage to the 
loveliness of night by helping 

to build a bat house and learning how these denizens of the 
dark fit into the Urban Environment. Cris Hein from the Bat 
Conservancy will be here to talk to us about these fascinating 
little creatures. 

September 29 • New Direction Sunday • Make a Card for 
Hillsdale’s Elders!

This Sunday, we look at ways to care for, be kind to, and 
respect others. One way to care for others is to remind them 
that they are not forgotten and find ways to connect with them. 
This Sunday, we will make greeting cards for those within our 
congregation who cannot be with us in church any more or 
very often. 

You can see it is going to be an exciting fall! We don’t 
anticipate that any of these activities will last more than an 
hour. It is our hope this year, to connect our youth with other 
adults in the congregation and create a strong web among our 
congregants of all ages. We are hoping to create opportunities 
for the kids to experience the joy of service this year within the 
Hillsdale community.

Save the Dates
Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas may seem far away, 

but really they are just around the corner. Mark your 
calendar now, and invite friends and neighbors to join you and 
your church for these special celebrations. 

Sunday, November 24, 10:30 a.m. 
Thanksgiving Worship and Feast

Sunday, December 8, 6:30 p.m. 
Christmas Dessert Concert

Sunday, December 22, 7:00 p.m. 
Longest Night Service

Wednesday, December 24, 11:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Festival of Lessons and Carols

Sunday, December 27, 10:30 a.m. 
All Ages Spontaneous Christmas Pageant

We are 
kicking 
off 
Sunday 
School 

in a BIG WAY!
Dear Families,

The school year is right around the corner, and so is a new season of Sunday 
School. We are so excited to share our plans for our youth with you! With a 
brand new curriculum, called Seasons of the Spirit, we are gearing up to get 
our kids excited about God, God’s Creation, God’s People, and our Church 
Family. To get us kicked off right, we wanted to let you know some of the fun 
family activities we have planned!

Our first season is the Season of Creation, which runs throughout September. 
God’s Creation is so full of wonder. This is a season to celebrate all of the 
natural wonder around us—and what better way to celebrate our natural world 
than to team up with our Back to Eden ministry and pay some attention to the 
Backyard Habitat right on Hillsdale’s grounds? Each Sunday in September, 
starting on September 8, we will spend an hour together doing a project that 
will help our own environment. Here is a schedule of our activities (as always, 
EVERYONE is invited to participate!):

September 8 Flora and Fauna Sunday  Plant a Foster Plant!
 

On Flora and Fauna Sunday, we celebrate God’s joy in the 
details—specifically the interconnectedness of our plant and 
animal friends! One of the ways that we can help Hillsdale 
and our Urban environment is to team up with Back to Eden 
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September 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

2
 Labor Day

3
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MHR

4
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

5
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

6:30p Choir Pizza Party CR

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

6 7

8
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Communion 
Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

11:30a Aloha-Aloha 
Reception NAR

9
 Transition Projects 

Meal BUD

10
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MHR

4:30p Prayer Group MHR

11
1:00p Memoir Writing 

Group, MDH

12
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

5:30p Ministry Night FH

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

13 14

15
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

16 17
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MHR

4:30p Prayer Group MHR

7:00p Consistory Meeting 
MHR

18
 Tidings Deadline

19
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

20 21
9a-1p Work Day

22
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

23 24
7:30a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MHR

4:30p Prayer Group MHR

25 26
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

27 28

29
 SW Sunday Parkways
9:00a Adult Study Group MHR

10:30a Worship Service and 
Children’s Sunday 
School SANC/SS

30 october 1
7:00a Men’s Breakfast GT

10:30a Bible Study MHR

4:30p Prayer Group MHR

2
10:00a Loaves and Fishes 

MULT

3
9:00a Hillsdale Hikers LOT

7:00p Choir Rehearsal CR

4 5

BUD=Bud Clark Commons, 655 NW Hoyt St CR=Choir Room FH=Fellowship Hall GT=Golden Touch Restaurant (SW Barbur at 19th) LOT=Upper Parking Lot MHR=Mt Hood Room

MDH=Maria Dunlop’s Home, 12146 SW 29th Ave MULT=Multnomah Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy NAR=Narthex/Patio SANC=Sanctuary SS=Sunday School Rooms
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Hillsdale Community Church
U n i t e d  C h U r C h  o f  C h r i s t

6948 SW Capitol Hwy • Portland, OR 97219
503-246-5474 • www.hillsdaleucc.org

Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Brownell (jennifer@hillsdaleucc.org) Director of Music/Administrator  Tim Ditch (tim@hillsdaleucc.org)

Custodian  Terry Cornell Child Care Providers  Julia Miller, Chris Sessions, Theresa Wechsler

In Christ, we the members of Hillsdale Community Church United Church of Christ, declare 
ourselves to be an open and affirming  congregation. We cherish and embrace individuals 

and families of all kinds. Believing that God’s unbounded love and grace are offered to all and 
meant to be shared and celebrated by all, we seek to be a congregation that includes all persons, 
embracing differences of age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, mental and physical 
ability, as well as racial, ethnic, or social-economic background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, and blessings 
of participation in our  congregation. We commit to be a community of faith and spirit that 
works toward openness and understanding, offering justice, healing, and wholeness of life for 
all people. We believe that through our diversity, all can grow and practice a unity of faith that 
transcends our differences.
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HCC Facility Improvements
The Consistory is preparing to continue our discussion about potential improvements to 

the church facilities. The next step will be to share ideas about improvements to various 
areas within the building, guided in part by the information gathered from our re-visioning 
meetings in the spring. We will:

•  Consider how improvements to each area of the building could help us fulfill our strategic 
objectives.

•  Look for ideas that members believe could be transformative.
•  Return to the draft plan prepared by the Facilities Task Force, using the plan as a starting 

point for discussion rather than a proposal for consideration.
We understand that we will be successful in pursuing a project only if members believe 

that the elements of the plan help us achieve the goals we have for our church. Our continuing 
conversations will help us identify those areas where we have a common passion.

We have scheduled four opportunities for you to participate in this important process. They 
are:

• Wednesday, September 4, 7:00 p.m.
• Tuesday, September 10, 7:00 p.m.
• Sunday, September 15, 12:00 p.m.
• Thursday, September 19, 6:00 p.m.
All meetings will be held in the Fellowship Hall. Please plan to join us and be a part of 

planning HCC’s vision for the future!


